
The  Regular  Meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  was
conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-person regular Public
Meeting  previously  advertised  for  8:00  P.M.  at  the  Council  Chambers  at
Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is being held in lieu of an in-
person public  meeting due to the state of  emergency arising from the current
situation involving the COVID-19 Virus and to ensure the health, safety and welfare
of the public. The meeting was held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 7:06 P.M. 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the “Zoom”
online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using the following 
Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82082695554?pwd=bVRldnZXa0V0Z3JiZk0zdFN3Szl2UT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID number 
820 8269 5554 and meeting password is 860632 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-
558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

Mayor  Labrosse  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the  City  Clerk  Deborah
Karlsson  announced  that  the  meeting  was  being  held  in  accordance  with  the
Sunshine Law, notice having been published according to law, with a copy on file in
the City Clerk’s office, and a copy posted on the bulletin board in City Hall.
 
Attendance

Ms.  Karlsson  called  the  roll:   Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,
Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman Battaglia and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg were
present. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg was present. City Attorney Steven Kleinman
was present.   Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present. 

Flag Salute 

Proclamations and Presentations – Juanita Johnson 100th Birthday

Approval of Minutes - None

City Manager’s Report

The City will be hosting its first drive-in movie on June 26.   The movie tickets sold
out but we have two more coming this summer.  Please stay up to date with the
website to register for tickets.  Even though the summer 2020 recreation program
was cancelled, the City is still hosting the summer food program. Registration is
available on the website for any Hackensack family that is interested.  You may
also call the recreation department with any questions.  Parking regulations will be
reinstated on July 1, 2020.  Residential time limit parking will not be enforced until
further notice.  Alternate side and meters will be enforced on all streets.   Parking
lots will be enforced as well.  Refer to the website for more information.  Outdoor
dining began on Monday and we are pleased to see our restaurants up and running
to increase business and enjoyment of residents while still being safe.  July 7, the
City will  be hosting a walkable workshop. All are welcome to attend the virtual
meeting and registration.  It will focus on pedestrian connections on Beech Street,
the area of the hospital and Prospect Avenue.  

Public Hearing - Main Street Business Alliance, Inc 2020 Budget

Patrice Foresman – On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Main Street Alliance,
we were happy to propose our COVID emergency budget in May and look forward
to final approval tonight.  We remain committed to the merchants and property
owners on Main Street to help them recover.  We are three months through and we
are facing difficulty still but with the help of the public and Council we are starting
to see improvement.  
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A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino, seconded
by Deputy Mayor Sims.

No one wised to speak. 

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino, seconded
by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Public Hearing – Bergen County Open Space Application

Ryan Westra, Project Manager – The project location is at Columbus Park in the
basketball court area. 

Susan Banzon, Project Manager – This is for a Bergen County Open Space trust
fund application to resurface courts in Columbus Park and work on drainage.  The
courts  will  be  multi-use  for  sports  such  as  tennis  and  volleyball.  Millennium
prepared the grant application which is for $298,000.

Carly O’Connell and Chris Sprague from Millennium Strategies were in attendance
to answer any questions.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino, seconded
by Deputy Mayor Sims.

No one wished to speak. 

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino, seconded
by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Resolutions 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 222-20

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 24-2020, AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER
159 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK,

“TOWERS AND WRECKERS”

Motion  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy
Mayor Sims that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino  and seconded by Deputy Mayor
Sims  that the public hearing be closed.    
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BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack, County of
Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 24-2020 has passed its second
and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 24-2020

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER 159 OF THE
CODE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “TOWERS AND

WRECKERS.”

WHEREAS,  pursuant to  N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a municipality may make, amend,
repeal, and enforce such other ordinances, regulations, rules and by-laws not contrary to the laws of this state or
of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for the good of government, order and protection of
person and property, and for the preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the municipality and its
inhabitants, and as may be necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this
subtitle, or by any law; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hackensack has adopted Chapter 159 of the Code of the City
of  Hackensack (“Code”)  to  establish a  comprehensive regulatory scheme for  towers  and wreckers  operating
within the City; and,

WHEREAS,  the  Hackensack Police Department  and other  City officials  have recommended making
certain changes and updates to Chapter 159 of the Code, and the Council agrees these changes are necessary and
warranted.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  ORDAINED BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF
HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 159,  Section 3 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-3 Services to be furnished; possession of special equipment. 

A. The official tower shall furnish adequate and proper towing, wrecking, storage and emergency repair
service to damaged or disabled motor vehicles within the limits of the City when requested to do so
by the  Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s
highest  ranking law enforcement executive (or designee). The official tower shall  be available to
render service 24 hours per day, seven days per week. It is required that a tow vehicle be on the site
of the event within 15 minutes of the time of the call from the Police Director or his designee a call is
placed for the services of the official tower.

B. In the event that a disabled vehicle requires special towing equipment and the Official Tower official
tower does not possess such equipment, then the Police Director or his designee shall select the next
official  tower  in  the  rotation  list  established  in    §     159-7   who  does  possess  the  necessary  special
equipment to tow such disabled, damaged and/or impounded vehicle  shall be selected. No official
tower shall subcontract or assign any work that is to be performed by the official tower under the
provisions of this chapter.

Section 2:
Chapter 159,  Section 4 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-4 Application for official tower license.

A. NO CHANGE.

B. NO CHANGE.

C. NO CHANGE.

D. Upon receipt of a completed application, the Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s
highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) shall review and make a recommendation.
The review by the Police Director or his designee shall consist of the following: an inspection of the
personnel, vehicles, equipment and storage areas proposed to be utilized by the applicant to verify the

06/23/2020  3



accuracy of the information contained in the application and to determine compliance with applicable
laws and regulations and the standards of performance required by this chapter.

E. An applicant may be included on the official towers list by an official action of the City Council, by
resolution adopted at a regular public meeting, when, from a consideration of the application and
from such other information as may be obtained, the City Council finds that all  of the following
circumstances exist:

(1)  The  applicant  has  not  knowingly  and  with  intent  to  deceive  made  any  false,  misleading  or
fraudulent  statements  of  material  fact  in  the  application  or  in  any  other  document  required
pursuant to this chapter.

(2) The applicant has met the standards in this chapter and has furnished the required hold-harmless
agreement and certificate(s) of insurance.

(3) The application has been reviewed and the Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in
the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) has
submitted a favorable report.

(4) Neither the applicant nor the applicant's personnel have been convicted of a criminal offense or
have had their driver's license suspended within the past year.

F. The Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest
ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) shall conduct his or her review and render a report
to the City Council recommending either the approval or denial of the application within 28 45 days
of receipt of the application. The City Council shall take action with regard to the report of the Police
Director  within 30 days or at the next public meeting of the City Council, whichever is later. The
applicant  or  its  representative  shall  be  given  notice  of  the  date  on  which  the  City  Council  will
consider the application and shall be permitted to appear and be heard at that time.

G. NO CHANGE.

H. NO CHANGE.

Section 3:
Chapter 159,  Section 5 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-5.  Issuance and revocation of official tower’s License license.

A. Upon  approval  of  the  application  for  an  official  tower’s  license as  herein  provided,  the  Police
Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law
enforcement executive (or designee) shall issue for the applicant an official tower's license for each
tow  vehicle  or  flatbed  vehicle  to  be  utilized  in  providing  services  pursuant  to  this  chapter  by
submitting said licenses to the Police Director or designee for issuance to the official tower(s).

B. Said licenses shall be in a form so approved by the City Council City Manager, and shall be kept in
every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle at all times.

C. Expiration; renewal; revocation.

(1) Each official tower's license shall run for a term of three calendar years and expire on December
31 of the third calendar year.

(2) Each applicant for an official tower's license or renewal thereof shall apply for such license on or
before  October  15 of  the  calendar  year  immediately preceding the next  three-year  term.  For
example,  prior  to the  three-year  term commencing January 1,  2021,  all  applications  must  be
received on  or  before  October  15,  2020.  All  applications  received  before  October  15  of  the
calendar year preceding the next term, whether for a newly issued or renewed license, will be
granted, if appropriate, for the next succeeding three-year term. No license shall be issued for less
than three full calendar years nor should a license be issued at any other time than the period set
forth above, subject to the following exception: for the three-year term beginning in calendar year
2015, the first calendar year shall be July 1 to December 31, 2015, and the term shall conclude on
December 31, 2017. The license shall not be transferable or assigned.
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(3) Each official tower shall submit annual updated paperwork as required by the Police Director or
his  designee Chief  of  Police,  or  in  the  absence of  the  Chief,  the  City’s  highest  ranking law
enforcement  executive  (or  designee) to  ensure  continued  compliance  with  the  requirements
contained in this chapter on or before October 15 of the calendar year prior to the second and
third calendar years of any three-year term. Official towers shall submit therewith a fee of $500 to
cover the administrative expenses incurred by the City in processing the updated paperwork.
Failure to timely submit such paperwork and accompanying fee shall be cause for suspension of
the license until such time as the paperwork is submitted, review thereof is concluded, and it is
determined that the official tower remains in compliance with the terms of this chapter.

(4) Each  official  tower's  license  may  be  subject  to  revocation  by  the  City  Council,  upon
recommendation of the City Manager or the Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the
City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) for any of the following reasons:

(a) If it is subsequently determined that the applicant knowingly and with intent to deceive made
false, misleading or fraudulent statements of material fact in the application or in any other
document required pursuant to this chapter.

(b) Violation of any federal  or  state law or municipal ordinance or regulation relating to the
operation of a motor vehicle or the provision of towing services.

(c) Violation of any rule or regulation promulgated by the New Jersey Department of  Banking
and Insurance.

(d) Violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

(5) Proceedings for the suspension or revocation of a license shall be initiated by the service of a notice
of charges proffered against the licensee. Said notice shall be served by the  Police Director or his
designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement
executive (or designee),  either personally or by certified mail,  return receipt  requested,  and shall
contain a date, time, and place for a hearing to be held by the City Council. Said hearing shall be
scheduled  no  less  than  seven days  and not  more  than  30  days  after  the  notice  of  the  proposed
suspension or revocation shall  be served upon the licensee.  The licensee has the right  to  file  an
answer to the notice and to appear in person, or be represented by counsel, and give testimony at the
place and time fixed for the hearing.

D. Upon the expiration of an official tower's license, the applicant, prior to performing any service thereafter,
shall refile completely for such official tower's license, setting forth all the information required in the
form provided by the Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the
City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) and complying with the provisions of this
chapter.

Section 4:
Chapter 159,  Section 6 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

A. NO CHANGE.

B. NO CHANGE.

C. Minimum equipment requirements.

(1) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall have two-way radio or cellular phone capability with a
dispatching center on a twenty-four-hour basis.

(2) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall be equipped with the following:

(a) At least one amber rotating beacon or strobe light mounted on the highest practical location
on the vehicles, visible from 360° when in use and visible at a minimum distance of 500 feet
during daylight hours. An amber light permit, as required by the state, must be filed in the
office of the Police Director with the Police Department.

(b) Safety tow lights or magnetic tow lights for towing vehicles at night, amber or red colored.

(c) Extra chains and cable for pulling or securing a towed vehicle.
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(d) At least one heavy-duty broom, a shovel,  a crowbar or prybar, a set of  jumper cables,  a
flashlight, one two-pound or larger fire extinguisher of dry chemical type, one dozen flares or
similar  warning  devices  for  placement  at  the  scene  of  an  accident  or  behind  a  disabled
vehicle, at least 10 pounds of dry sand or a drying compound for gasoline and oil spilled on
the roadway and containers for removal thereof and a sufficient quantity and types of tools to
enable the tow vehicle operator to perform proper and adequate emergency repair services for
the tow.

(3) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall comply with any and all state, federal and local laws,
regulations and ordinances pertaining to safety, lighting and towing equipment requirements and
shall be subject to inspection by the  Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the
absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee). Where
applicable, all permits required by other agencies than the City shall be provided to the City upon
request of the City.

(4) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall have the name of the official tower, by a permanently
affixed or painted sign prominently displayed on the vehicle in such manner so as to conform to
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 39:4-46. Such demarcations shall be placed on the outside door panels
of the vehicle. The sign shall be at least three inches in height and diameter and be visible to the
naked eye, and the names must be the same on both panels.

(5) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall display valid tow truck license plates or markers so as
to conform to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 39:3-84.11.

D. NO CHANGE.

E. Minimum personnel requirements. Official towers shall have available, at all times, a minimum of
two drivers to provide the services required by this chapter. All drivers employed by official towers to
provide the services required by this chapter shall meet the following requirements and be subject to
the following regulations. They shall:

(1) Provide a prompt, courteous response to each call.

(2) Be competent and able to provide minimum road services for disabled vehicles. This includes
collecting and removing all debris at the accident site emanating from the accident.

(3) All drivers required to have a commercial driver's license (CDL) by the State of New Jersey
and/or federal regulations are required to furnish such license for the purpose of this chapter.
Results of these tests must be promptly reported to the  Police Director or his designee Police
Department for record-keeping.

(4) Obey all traffic laws and regulations.

(5) Not have been convicted of a crime within the past year.

(6) Wear uniform clothing with a name patch indicating the employee's first name and name of the
contractor's company. All employees shall be clean and neat, and make a good appearance. All
employees of the contractor shall carry photo identification badges.

F. NO CHANGE.

G. NO CHANGE.

Section 5:
Chapter 159,  Section 7 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-7 Utilization of list of official towers.

A. Official towers shall be placed on the list in the order in which their application is approved and
license issued. Once the initial list has been established, new official towers, when their applications
have been approved, will be added to the end of that list.

B. The City shall request wrecking, towing and storage services from each official tower in rotation,
with a weekly rotation period.  When called,  the tower shall  advise the dispatcher if  a  vehicle is
available and the estimated time of arrival. If no tower vehicle is available or if the response time will
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exceed 15 minutes, the next official tower on the list will be called for that job; this does not affect
the rotation period. If none of the official towers are available or able to provide such services as are
requested  by  the  City,  the  City  may request  such  services  from any other  available  source.  All
requests shall be made by the Police Director or his designee  Chief of Police, or in the absence of the
Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee).    In the event an official  
tower has been suspended for some or all  of  the  week it  has been assigned to  perform services
pursuant to the weekly rotation, the City shall use any reasonable method to ensure that replacement
towing services are provided during that period.

C. The City shall request service only from official towers; provided, however, that if no emergency or
road hazard exists, the Police Director or his designee  Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief,
the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee)  shall request such service from
such other person as the owner of the motor vehicle in need of such services may request, provided
that the request is responded to within 15 minutes.

D. During adverse weather conditions, heavy traffic conditions or emergency conditions, official towers
shall give priority to requests from the City over any other requests which may be received by the
official towers.

E.  The City shall pay the official tower for storage of removed vehicles pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.50.

Section 6:
Chapter 159, Section 11 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§     159-11 Miscellaneous provisions.   
A. Copies of this chapter and the schedule of fees that may be charged by official towers shall be made

available to the public during normal business hours at City Hall. Copies shall also be made available
to the public at each official tower's place of business.

B. All official towers shall post, in a prominent place at each storage area clearly visible to the public, a
schedule of fees that  may be charged for all  services, provided that the same is pursuant to this
chapter.

C. The City reserves the right to make periodic unannounced inspections of the personnel,  vehicles,
equipment and storage areas of all official towers.

D. The relationship between an official tower and the City is one of an independent contractor. Neither
party shall be construed in any manner whatsoever to be an employee of the other, nor shall any
employee or agent furnished by any party be construed to be an employee or agent of the other party.
Inclusion  on  the  official  towers  list  shall  not  be  construed  or  considered  as  a  joint  venture,
partnership, association, contract of employment or profit-sharing agreement.

E. The City shall not be liable or responsible for compensating the official towers for any of the services
performed under this chapter unless those services are performed for City vehicles or as provided in
§ 159-7E. All other compensation shall be the responsibility of the owner of the towed motor vehicle
and the official tower shall proceed directly against the owner.

F. The official tower shall, at all times, be solely responsible for the conduct of its employees.

G. All complaints and disputes arising from the towing and storage of motor vehicles required by the
City without the consent of the owner must be directed to the City Council City Manager and Police
Department.

Section 7:
Chapter 159, Section 12 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§     159-12 Enforcement agency; complaints; license suspensions   or revocation of license  .   
A. The Hackensack Police Department shall be the enforcement agency. The enforcement agency shall

have  the  authority  to  hear  complaints  against  any  official  tower  whether  brought  by  City
representatives, the public and/or other official towers.

B. In the event that a complaint (of a noncriminal nature) is received by the City, involving the improper
or unsatisfactory performance of services by an official  tower, excessive charges or damage to a
motor vehicle while in the custody of the tower, the enforcement agency shall give written notice of
said complaint,  by certified mail,  return receipt requested to the official  tower against  whom the
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complaint is made. The official tower shall make may provide a written response to such complaint
within five calendar days from receipt of the written notice.

C. The  enforcement  agency after  reviewing  the  complaint  and  any  written  response  shall  have  the
authority to suspend the official tower's license until the next rotation for a period not to exceed 180
days.  Any contestation of such action by the enforcement agency shall be made by way of written
appeal to the City Council within that must be submitted to the City Clerk within 14 calendar days of
the notice of said suspension. The Upon receipt of an appeal, the City Council shall then conduct a
public hearing regarding the appeal of the suspension at the next public Council meeting or within 30
calendar days of the tower's notice of appeal as soon as practicable. Except as set forth in §     159-12G  ,  
a  license suspension shall  not  become effective until  the  time to appeal  to the City Council  has
expired, or the City Council renders a decision on the appeal.

D. Upon expiration of the time to appeal to the City Council, or the City Council following the hearing  
If, after considering the matter and the findings by the enforcement agency, the City Council shall
determine determines that there is good and sufficient cause for revocation suspension of the official
tower's license, the tower shall surrender said license to the City Clerk within one calendar the next
following business day, which shall be deemed to be the first day of the suspension imposed.

E. Failure to surrender the license upon revocation suspension shall constitute a violation of this chapter,
subject to all legal action available to the City, including permanent removal from the official towers
list revocation of the official tower’s license.

F. Nothing contained herein shall prevent or limit the right of any person to commence or maintain an
action for damages or any other  relief  directly against  an official  tower  in a court  of  competent
jurisdiction.

G. In the event the enforcement agency determines that an official tower is not in compliance with the  
minimum  standards  of  performance  established  in  §     159-6  ,  the  official  tower’s  license  may  be  
immediately  suspended  without  a  hearing  until  such  time  as  the  deficiency  is  remedied.   The
enforcement agency shall provide written notice to the official tower of such suspension as soon as
practicable, including the specific deficiency or deficiencies requiring correction. The official tower
shall have the opportunity to present a response to the enforcement agency within one (1) business
day after receiving the written notice.  Upon correction of the deficiency, the official tower’s license
shall  be  immediately restored to  active status.  The foregoing shall  not  preclude the enforcement
agency from seeking an additional license suspension as a result of the deficiency pursuant to the
procedures set forth in §     159-12  , so long as the total period of suspension does not exceed 180 days,  
or seeking revocation of the official tower’s license pursuant to the procedures set forth in §     159-5  .

Section 8:
Chapter 159, Section 13 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-13 Violations and penalties.

A. In  addition  to  any  suspension  or  revocation  of  license,  a  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the
provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the following, at the discretion of the Municipal Court:

(1) First offense: not less than $1,000 and not more than $2,500, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or any
combination of thereof.

(2) Second offense: not less than $2,500 and not more than $5,000, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or
any combination of thereof.

(3) Third offense: not less than $5,000 and not more than $10,000, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or any
combination of thereof.

(4) All other subsequent offenses shall result in a minimum penalty of $5,000, not more than $10,000, or
up to 90 days' imprisonment, or any combination of thereof.
The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  chapter  to  be  imposed by  the  Municipal  Court  shall  be  a
minimum fine of $100 and a maximum fine of $2,000, and/or up to 90 days’ imprisonment, and/or a
period of community service not exceeding 90 days. Any person convicted of any violation of this
chapter within one year of the date of a previous violation,  and who was fined for the previous
violation, shall be subject to an additional fine as a repeat offender of at least $100, but not to exceed
$2,000.  

B. Each violation of any of the provisions of this chapter and each day the same is violated shall be
deemed and taken to be a separate and distinct offense; and.
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C. The imposition of a fine, or imprisonment, or both, community service for a violation of this chapter
of the Code shall not be deemed to be in lieu of any other provision therein providing for preclude the
City from revocation or suspension taking action to suspend or revoke of any license or permit issued
thereunder  for  the  provision  of  official  towing  services,  pursuant  to  the  procedures  established
elsewhere in this chapter. Any determination by the Municipal Court with respect to a violation of
this chapter shall not be binding on proceedings for the revocation or suspension of an official tower’s
license or permit.

D. In addition to the fine provided above, a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be
cause for revocation of the official tower's license.

E. In the event that two or more complaints are pending for over 30 days in Municipal Court, then the
enforcement agency may suspend the official tower's license, after a hearing and decision by the
enforcement agency.

Section 9:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance
are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being the legislative
intent  that  all  ordinances  or  part  of  ordinances  now existing  or  in  effect  unless  the  same being  conflict  or
inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 

Section 10:
Severability.   The provisions  of  this  Ordinance  are  declared  to  be  severable  and if  any section,  subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses
and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remain in effect; it being the legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand
notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

Section 11:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though codified and fully
set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official copies of the
Code.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney are authorized and directed to change any Chapter, Article and/or
Section number of the Code of the City of Hackensack in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals
that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible
accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed. 

Section 12:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, and publication in the manner prescribed by law.
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d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 223-20

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 25-2020, AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE

OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “CLAIMS,” TO
MANDATE DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR MUNICIPAL

EMPLOYEES PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 52:14-15F
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Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by  Deputy
Mayor Sims  that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak. 

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino  and seconded by Deputy Mayor
Sims  that the public hearing be closed.    

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack, County of
Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-2020 has passed its second
and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 25-2020

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “CLAIMS,” TO MANDATE

DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES PURSUANT
TO N.J.S.A. 52:14-15F

WHEREAS, P.L. 2013, c. 28, authorizes local governments to mandate direct deposit for certain
governmental employees effective after July 1, 2014; and,

WHEREAS, P.L. 2013 c. 28 permits local governing bodies to grant exemptions on such terms
and conditions as deemed necessary; and,  

WHEREAS, based upon the recommendation of the Chief Financial Officer, the City Council
believes it is appropriate and necessary to mandate direct deposit for its full-time employees and it is in
the best interest of the City to take this action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 13 of Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended to add a new  §13-11  to read as
follows:

§13-11 Mandatory direct deposit for full-time and permanent part-time employees.

A. All full-time employees, permanent part-time employees and elected public officials who
receive compensation from the City of Hackensack are mandated to have direct deposit
of their compensation as of July 1, 2019 in accordance with P.L. 2013, c. 28, as defined
under N.J.S.A. 52:14-15f(b).

B.  Seasonal and temporary employees who are employed by the City of Hackensack are
exempt  from  the  direct  deposit  mandate,  provided,  however,  that  once  a  temporary
employee receives permanent status, direct deposit will immediately commence.

C.  City employees may request an exemption from mandatory direct deposit by submitting
a written request to the City Manager. Any such request received will be presented by the
City  Manager  to  the  City  Council  within  two  (2)  meetings  following  receipt  of  the
request. The City Council may grant such an exemption by Resolution provided that it
has determined, in its sole discretion, that sufficient good cause exists for the exemption
to be granted.

Section 2:
All other provisions of Chapter 13 of the Code of the City of Hackensack shall remain unchanged.

Section 3:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being
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the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the same
being conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 

Section 4:
Severability.   The  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  are  declared  to  be  severable  and  if  any  section,
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by
a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remain in effect; it being the
legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

Section 5:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though codified
and fully set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the
official copies of the Code.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney are authorized and directed to change
any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the City of Hackensack in the event that the
codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code,
and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to
be repealed. 

Section 6:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, and publication in the manner prescribed by
law.
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Von 
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 224-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX REFUNDS FOR STATE BOARD JUDGMENTS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the proper 
officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the reasons 
stated:
AMOUNT     BLOCK   LOT         NAME                     YEAR          REASON
                                                                                                                               PROP LOC

$1,956.80           31           3              Archer & Greiner PC             2017      State Board Judgment
                                                 For 240 Hudson St Realty LLC                            240 Hudson St
                                                         101 Carnegie Center
                                                            3rd Floor Ste 300
                                                           Princeton, NJ 08540
     
$3,767.95           31           3              Archer & Greiner PC             2018      State Board Judgment
                                                 For 240 Hudson St Realty LLC                            240 Hudson St
                                                         101 Carnegie Center
                                                            3rd Floor Ste 300
                                                           Princeton, NJ 08540

$3,853.84          33         29         Michael A Vespasiano ESQ        2019     State Board Judgment
                                                  For 275-277 Hudson Street LLC                  275-277 Hudson St
                                                                331 Main St
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                                                         Chatham, NJ 07928

$1,195.09       46.02        1       Ventura, Miesowitz, Keough &    2019       State Board Judgment
                                                                     Warner                                             160 Hobart St
                                                 For Kuder, Donald E & Carole
                                                          783 Springfield Ave
                                                            Summit, NJ 07901

$2,308.54       76           2.01                   Saiber LLC                      2017       State Board Judgment
                                                        For HBR Realty LLC                                    116 Kansas St
                                              18 Columbia Turnpike Ste 200
                                                      Florham Park, NJ 07932

$4,054.64       76           2.01                   Saiber LLC                      2018       State Board Judgment
                                                        For HBR Realty LLC                                    116 Kansas St
                                              18 Columbia Turnpike Ste 200
                                                      Florham Park, NJ 07932

$1,430.05       95          1.03       Stavitsky & Associates LLC        2018      State Board Judgment
                                                              For Polyone                                      211 S Newman St
                                                          350 Passaic Ave
                                                         Fairfield, NJ 07004

$4,914.72      95           1.04       Stavitsky & Associates LLC        2018      State Board Judgment
                                                     For Spartech Polycast Inc                           215 S Newman St
                                                          350 Passaic Ave
                                                         Fairfield, NJ 07004

$3,699.69    136.02        73         Jacobus & Associates LLC        2018       State Board Judgment
                                       For Palisade Investment Associates LLC                       369 Essex St
                                                     201 Littleton Rd 1st Floor
                                                      Morris Plains, NJ 07950

$3,955.67       137         55         Anthony J Graceffo ESQ            2018       State Board Judgment
                                                       For Blue Glass Realty                                      483 Essex St
                                                              555 Main St
                                                       Hackensack, NJ 07601

$12,347.05     137         55         Anthony J Graceffo ESQ            2019       State Board Judgment
                                                       For Blue Glass Realty                                      483 Essex St
                                                              555 Main St
                                                       Hackensack, NJ 07601

$13,471.11    202           3           Schneck Law Group LLC         2018         State Board Judgment
                                                        For 66 Moore St LLC                                     21 Bridge St
                                           301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                         Livingston, NJ 07039
                                  
$17,983.45     202           3           Schneck Law Group LLC         2019         State Board Judgment
                                                        For 66 Moore St LLC                                     21 Bridge St
                                           301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                         Livingston, NJ 07039
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Deputy 
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Battaglia X
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Mayor 
Labrosse X

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 225-20

RESOLUTION ADOPTING MAIN STREET BUSINESS ALLIANCE
2020 BUDGET

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A-4-8, as amended, provides that budgets be passed
by title only at the time of public hearing if a resolution is passed by not less than a
majority of the full governing body, providing that a least one week prior to the
date of hearing a complete copy of the approved budget as advertised has been
posted in  City  Hall  and copies  have been made available  by  the City  Clerk  to
persons requiring them; and

WHEREAS, these two conditions have been met; and
WHEREAS,  the  2020  Budget  for  the  Main  Street  Business  Alliance  was

introduced on May 19, 2020; and 
WHEREAS, the public hearing on said proposed budget was held on June 23,

2020 at 7:00 P.M.
NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Main  Street  Business

Alliance budget shall be read by title only.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City

Council of the City of Hackensack that the 2020 Budget of the Main Street Business
Alliance in the amount of $463,291.00 be and is hereby adopted.

Council
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d

Von
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor
Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 226-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF OUTSTANDING CHECKS  
WHEREAS,  the City of Hackensack has carried on its book balance outstanding

checks in the amount of $10,360.31, which are in excess of twelve months old; and 
WHEREAS,  it  is necessary to cancel these outstanding checks in order to place

these funds into fund balance; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council  of  the City of

Hackensack that the following stale outstanding checks are hereby cancelled: 
Current Fund

#89655 $225.00
#89662 $26.14
#91202 $1,433.34
#91739 $1,707.92
#91796 $500.00
#91808 $2,323.64

Payroll Agency
#11957 $1,625.00
#11988 $738.00
#12238 $55.00
#12241 $84.00
$12448 $1,442.69
#13616 $135.58
#14452 $52.00
#14465 $12.00
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Von
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor
Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 227-20

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE
 AND APPROPRIATION - N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

BERGEN COUNTY CENSUS ASSISTANCE GRANT    

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A.  40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of
Local  Government  Services  may  approve  the  insertion  of  any  special  item  of
revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have
been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of the
adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS,  the  Director  may  also  approve  the  insertion  of  an  item  of
appropriation for equal amount,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack, County of Bergen, hereby requests the Director of the Division
of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the
budget of  2020 in the sum of  $10,000, which is now available from the Bergen
County Board of Freeholders. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  like  sum  of  $10,000  is  hereby
appropriated under the caption 2020 Census Assistance Grant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds pledged
from the Bergen County Board of Freeholders in the amount of $10,000.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Recuse
d

Von
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
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Deputy 
Mayor
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Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 228-20
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CORRECTION TO RESOLUTION #136-20
AWARDING CHANGE ORDER #2 TO BOSWELL ENGINEERING FOR

 MAIN STREET STREETSCAPE PROJECT     

WHEREAS,  the City  of  Hackensack required  engineering services  for  the
design  of  the  Main  St.  Streetscape  South  Project  and  solicited  Requests  for
Proposals for said services; and 

WHEREAS,  a contract was awarded to  Boswell  Engineering in an amount
not to exceed $130,500 on February 13, 2018 as per Resolution #57-18; and

WHEREAS,  on  November  12,  2019  the  Mayor  and  Council  adopted
Resolution #499-19 authorizing Change Order #1 in the amount of $7,500; and

WHEREAS,  on  April  7,  2020  the  Mayor  and  Council  adopted  Resolution
#136-20 authorizing Change Order #2 in the amount of $27,300; and  

WHEREAS,  it  was later discovered that the amount in Change Order #2
requested was actually $43,300; and

WHEREAS, it is now necessary to correct the dollar amount of Change Order
#2 so ordered in Resolution #136-20 to $43,300. 

     
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City

of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Boswell  Engineering of  330 Phillips  Ave.,  South  Hackensack,  NJ  07606 is
hereby  awarded  Change  Order  #2  in  the  corrected  amount  of  $43,300
bringing the total amount of the contract to $181,300 for the design and
preparation of construction plans for the Main St. Streetscape South Project,
in accordance with the proposal attached thereof. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation  to  fund  the  purchases  authorized  in  this  resolution  as  an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is C-04-19-028-000-100.

4. The  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  
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Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
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Deputy 
Mayor
Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 229-20
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RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES TO
SUBURBAN ENGINEERING FOR PLANNING AND FUNDING ASSISTANCE OF

COMBINED SEWER SEPARATION OF COURT STREET DRAINAGE AREA

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack desires to continue its efforts to address
the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) that contributes to flooding in the City and
the degradation of the Hackensack River, by continuing to separate the combined
sewers as part of the City’s Long-Term Control Plan as mandated by the City’s CSO
Permit; and

WHEREAS,  the City now wishes to address the flooding in the vicinity of
Green Street and nearby streets which constitutes a main tributary flow to the
Court Street CSO drainage area, and requires engineering services for the planning
and funding phase of this project; and 

WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Proposals regarding this service;
and

WHEREAS,  it  was determined that  the proposal  received from Suburban
Consulting  Engineers  is  the  most  advantageous  to  the  City  based  on  cost,
expertise in  this  field and vast experience and specific prior  knowledge of this
particular project, including the necessary sewer separation components.     

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of
Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Suburban Consulting Engineers of 96 U.S. Highway 206, Flanders, NJ 07836
is hereby awarded a contract in an amount not to exceed $223,750 for the
engineering services related to the planning phase and funding assistance
for  the  Court  St.  Drainage  Area  /  Green  St.  CSO  Separation  Project,  in
accordance with the proposal attached thereof. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation  to  fund  the  purchases  authorized  in  this  resolution  as  an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is C-04-19-039-000-100.

4. The  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  
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Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 230-20
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RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR LSRP ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR 18-20 BRIDGE STREET

WHEREAS,  the City of Hackensack requires the engineering services of a
Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) to perform the tasks necessary to
implement the institutional controls to complete the remediation effort at 18-20
Bridge St. in the City of Hackensack; and

WHEREAS,  the  City  solicited  Requests  for  Proposals  regarding  LSRP
engineering services for the 18-20 Bridge St.; and

WHEREAS,  it  was determined that  the proposal  received from Suburban
Consulting  Engineers  is  the  most  advantageous  to  the  City  based  on  cost,
expertise in  this  field and vast experience and specific prior  knowledge of this
particular project.     

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Suburban Consulting Engineers of 96 U.S. Highway 206, Flanders, NJ 07836
is hereby awarded a contract in an amount not to exceed $17,500 for LSRP
services related to the remediation effort of the closure of the underground
storage  tank  at  18-20  Bridge  St.  in  Hackensack,  in  accordance  with  the
proposal attached thereof. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation  to  fund  the  purchases  authorized  in  this  resolution  as  an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is C-04-18-019-000-200.

4. The  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  

CITY OF
HACKENSACK

                                                                   RESOLUTION NO. 231-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the bills in the
following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

Current Fund $   517,357.76
Grants          1,500.00
Payroll   1,795,038.62
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Public Parking System          6,110.63
Capital               286,839.56
 Escrow        5,902.50
Trust Account      100,845.30

                    Total Expenditures    2,713,594.37
Interfunds/Transfers  $7,197,855.12
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 232-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCLUSION IN THE
BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of
Bergen under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as
amended; the HOME Investment Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and the
Emergency Solutions Grant of 2012; and

WHEREAS, the current Interlocal Services Cooperative Agreement contains
an automatic renewal clause to expedite the notification of the inclusion process;
and

WHEREAS,  each  Municipality  must  notify  the  Bergen  County  Division  of
Community Development of its intent to continue as a participant in the Urban
County entitlement programs noted above; and

WHEREAS,  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Municipality  of  the  City  of
Hackensack and its residents to participate in said Programs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the
Municipality  of  Hackensack  hereby  notifies  the  Bergen  County  Division  of
Community  Development  of  its  decision  to  be  included  as  a  participant
Municipality  in  the  Urban  County  entitlement  programs  being  the  Community
Development  Block  Grant  Program  (CDBG),  the  HOME  Investment  Partnership
Program  (HOME),  and  the  Emergency  Solutions  Grant  Program  (ESG)  for  the
Program Years 2021, 2022, and 2023 covering the period July 1, 2021 – June 30,
2024; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that  an  original  copy of  this  resolution  be
made  available  to  the  Director  of  the  Bergen  County  Division  of  Community
Development as soon as possible and no later than Friday, July 17, 2020.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 233-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN
AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN TO SUPERSEDE THE

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED JULY 1, 2000 AND AMENDMENTS
THERETO ESTABLISHING THE BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of
Bergen under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as
amended; the HOME Investment Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and the
Emergency Solutions Grant of 2012; and

WHEREAS,  it  is  necessary  to  supersede  an  existing  Interlocal  Services
Cooperative  Agreement  for  the  County  and  its  people  to  benefit  from  these
Programs; and

WHEREAS, an Agreement has been proposed under which the Municipality
of  City  of  Hackensack  and  the  County  of  Bergen  in  cooperation  with  other
Municipalities,  will  modify  an  Interlocal  Services  Program  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A.
40A:65-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Municipality of City of Hackensack
to enter into such an Agreement.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED by  the  Municipality  of  City  of
Hackensack that the Agreement entitled “Three Year Cooperative Agreement” (an
Agreement superseding the Cooperative Agreement dated July 1, 2000 – June 30,
2003) to clarify the planning and implementation procedures and to enable the
Municipality to make a Three Year irrevocable commitment to participate in the
Community  Development  Block  Grant  Program  (CDBG),  the  Home  Investment
Partnership Program (HOME), and the Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG)
for the Program Years 2021, 2022, and 2023 covering the period July 1, 2021 –
June 30, 2024 be executed by the Mayor and Municipal Clerk in accordance with
the provisions of law; and

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, that  this  resolution  shall  take  effect
immediately in accordance with law and that an original copy be made available to
the Director of the Bergen County Division of Community Development as soon as
possible and no later than Friday, July 17, 2020.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Recuse
d

Von   X      

06/23/2020  19



Rudenborg
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 234-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN
SPACE, RECREATION, FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION, FARMLAND & HISTORIC

PRESERVATION TRUST FUND 2020 GRANT APPLICATION (COLUMBUS PARK)

WHEREAS,  the  Bergen  County  Open  Space,  Recreation,  Farmland  &  Historic
Preservation  Trust  Fund,  provides  matching  grants  to  municipal  governments  and  to
nonprofit organizations for assistance in the development or redevelopment of municipal
recreation facilities; and,
 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  desires  to  further  the  public  interest  by
obtaining a matching grant from the County Trust Fund, in the amount of $294,687.50 for
the completion of the Various Recreational Improvements within Columbus Park project;
and,

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Hackensack has reviewed the County
Trust  Fund  Program  Statement,  the  Trust  Fund  Municipal  Program  Park  Improvement
application and the associated instructions and desires to make an application for such a
matching grant and provide application information and furnish such documents as may
be required; and,

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body received public
comments on the proposed application on June 23, 2020; and, 

WHEREAS,  the  County  of  Bergen  shall  determine  whether  the  application  is
complete and in conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and,

WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with
such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement
with the County of Bergen and will ensure that any and all grant funds are utilized prior to
the grant agreement expiration date. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Hackensack Mayor and Council: 

 That the City is hereby authorized to submit a completed application to the County
by the deadline of June 29, 2020, as established by the County; and, 

 That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant
amount requested, that the City of Hackensack will secure, the balance of funding
necessary to complete the project, or modify the project as necessary; and, 

 That the City of Hackensack is committed to providing a dollar for dollar cash match
for the project; and, 

 That  only  those  park  improvements  identified  and  approved  in  the  project
application,  its  Trust  Fund  contract,  or  other  documentation  will  be  considered
eligible for reimbursement. 

 That the City of Hackensack agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and
local laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and, 

 That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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Rudenborg
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

    RESOLUTION NO. 235-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSES FOR THE 2020-2021
LICENSE TERM

  BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the 
below listed liquor licenses be issued in the City of Hackensack by the City Clerk, 
effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 applicants having complied with the 
ordinances of the City of Hackensack and any special conditions which may be 
determined by the City Council, and having paid the required fee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that the City Clerk’s Office received special 
rulings from the New Jersey Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(A.B.C.) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39 authorizing any applicable pocketed 
licenses below to be renewed for the 2020-2021 license term.

0223-33-007-002 Charles & Paul Riviera Lounge Inc. $1,800.00
308 – 310 Main Street

0223-33-021-002 Cubby’s Inc. $1,800.00
249 S. River Street

0223-33-028-011 Yusuwan Enterprises Inc. $1,800.00
261 Main Street

0223-44-033-005 Rameshver Inc. $1,350.00
139 Hudson Street

0223-44-035-008 DN Patel LLC $1,350.00
789 Main Street

0223-44-042-008 Essex Street Liquors & Wines Inc. $1,350.00
216 Essex Street

0223-33-047-005 Cheesecake Factory Restaurants Inc. $1,800.00
197 Riverside Square

0223-33-063-011 J and B Restaurant Associates LLC $1,800.00
231 Polifly Road 

0223-33-064-002 Tri Color, Inc. $1,800.00
122 Davis Avenue 
*Pocket License*

0223-31-078-001 St. Paul Lodge #7 $188.00
184 Berdan Place  
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Rudenborg
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X X
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X

Battaglia   X
Mayor 
Labrosse   X

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 236-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEAVE OF ABSENCE WITHOUT PAY
FOR MICHAEL J. SABATER, TREE MAINTENANCE WORKER 1, FOR

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

WHEREAS, Michael  J.  Sabater,  Tree  Maintenance  Worker  1  in  the
Department of Public Works, has requested a Leave of Absence without pay
for twelve (12) weeks for personal medical reasons under the Family Leave
Act; and

WHEREAS,  Michael J.  Sabater has made known his desire to utilize
accumulated sick and vacation time in accordance with City Policy; and

WHEREAS, City Manager Ted M. Ehrenburg has determined that this
employee  be  granted  a  Leave  of  Absence,  without  pay,  for  twelve  (12)
weeks, commencing Monday, May 25, 2020 and terminating Sunday, August
16, 2020. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council  of
the City of Hackensack, that Michael J. Sabater, Tree Maintenance Worker 1,
be  granted  a  Leave  of  Absence  for  twelve  (12)  weeks,  without  pay,  as
requested; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution is
forwarded to the employee's pension system by the Chief Financial Officer.
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Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 237-20

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AMENDED PROJECT SCHEDULE UNDER
REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH R&H HACKENSACK URBAN RENEWAL,

LLC FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF BLOCK 308.01, LOT 3 (“LOT C”)

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2017, pursuant to Resolution No. 197-17, the City of 
Hackensack (“City”) authorized the entry of a Redevelopment Agreement with 
R&H Hackensack Urban Renewal, LLC (“Redeveloper”) for the redevelopment of 
Block 308.01, Lot 3, commonly known as Lot C; and
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WHEREAS, on July 25, 2017, a Redevelopment Agreement was entered 
between the City and the Redeveloper; and

WHEREAS, governmental approvals have been received and the City and 
the Redeveloper are preparing to close on Block 308.01, Lot 3, which requires 
certain adjustments to the Project Schedule referred to in the Redevelopment 
Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed the proposed revisions to the Project 
Schedule and finds them to be reasonable based on the circumstances presented.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the City of 
Hackensack in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that:

1. The revised Project Schedule dated June 2020 attached hereto 
and made part hereof by and between the City of Hackensack 
and R&H Hackensack Urban Renewal, LLC is hereby accepted 
and approved as part of the Redevelopment Agreement dated 
July 25, 2017.

2. This Resolution shall become effective immediately pursuant to 
law.
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Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 238-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION
AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 2ND STREET ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS

PROJECT

WHEREAS, the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  formally
approves the application for the above stated project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City
Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as
MA-2021-2nd Street Roadway Improvements-00380 to the New Jersey Department
of Transportation on the behalf of the City of Hackensack.

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby
authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City of Hackensack and
that their signatures constitutes acceptation of the terms and conditions of the
grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.
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Council Comments

Deputy Mayor Sims – Last week Board of Ed member Frances Cogelja refused to
vote on a resolution opposing racism in our society.  That decision has caused a lot
of  pain in our city.   I  have heard from many residents who are disgusted that
someone who was elected to lead our schools would act in this way.  This is a time
in  our  country  when  people  are  rising  up  against  systematic  racism  in  many
different ways. People are marching in our streets, protesting the killing of black
men and women, working to reform police use of force policies like we are in the
process of doing, raising awareness about the struggle for racial justice.  We all
have to do more to finally solve the problem.  Someone elected to represent a
diverse city like Hackensack has to at least be able to understand that. Last night
several Board of Ed members called for her resignation and I agree with them.  At
this moment in history, we need our elected leaders to stand 100 percent against
racism. I believe we can only move forward as a community if we stand together.  I
am calling for Frances Congelja to step down for the good of our city so she will
recognize how much pain her actions have caused.  Do the right thing by stepping
aside and allowing us to heal from this situation.  No more, I ask.  Thank you.    

Mayor Labrosse – We all need to do more to confront systemic racism which is why
I am proud that our community has held several peaceful protests recently where
residents were able to make their voices heard.  I am also proud that this Council
and I have publicly announced our intent to take the Obama pledge to explore
police  reform,  use  of  force  policies.  These  are  the  kinds  of  actions  that  this
moment  in  our  history  demands.  Anyone in  a  leadership  role  should  be  doing
whatever they can.  Unfortunately, a member of the Board of Education decided
recently to go in a different direction and in the process, she started a controversy
which has caused a great amount of difficulty in our community.   I  am joining
Deputy  Mayor Sims and members  of  the Board of  Education  in  asking for  Ms.
Cogelja to step down.  This would be in the best interest of our diverse community
and  it  would  allow  the  school  district  to  move  forward  without  unnecessary
distraction and division.   I hope that she will consider this request and do what is
right for the city.  I want all the residents of Hackensack to know that I and the
entire Council stand unequivocally against racism, bigotry, hatred, and any other
force or division in our country.  We all need to stand together to confront the
challenges that are before us.  I hope and believe that we will be able to do that.
Thank you for allowing me to speak my piece on that.   

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg – While I am of the firm belief that we all do not
have to agree on everything as differing of opinions is what leads to meaningful
discussion and self-awareness, I  do believe that when it  comes to children the
most important goal we have as parents, educators and citizens, is to ensure that
all  students  feel  understood,  accepted,  and  included  in  our  schools,  in  their
hometown,  and  as  they  transition  into  adulthood.  While  it  is  okay  to  have
discussions surrounding one’s views, it  is  not okay to shut down the necessary
policies, procedures and support that is the necessary to open the door to those
discussions.   As  adults  we  must  lay  the  foundation  for  our  youth  to  express
themselves and voice their concerns by establishing the proper foundation in the
schools and city we can grow, add, and expand upon those implemented policies
and supports.  By giving the support just one student may need in order to be
more comfortable talking about his or her own sexuality or putting policies in place
to support a black student who struggles with discrimination may lead to Asians or
whites or Jewish students feeling comfortable enough to express feelings of being
unrepresented in schools, or Muslim or Jewish students feeling comfortable enough
to  speak  about  possibly  discriminatory  comments,  or  may  encourage  a
conservative student to start a young republican club in high school.  Whether our
students are 3 years old or 18 years old, they are still children and young adults
and their beliefs and feelings must be validated.  With that in mind I stand with my
fellow Council members and Board of Education trustees. 
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Deputy Mayor Canestrino –  Actions must support the community that they serve.
It was evident that this did not happen at a recent Board of Education meeting.
The  majority  of  the  Board  of  Education  members  voiced  their  request  for  Ms.
Cogelja to resign as a BOE trustee.  I know how difficult this must have been for
them. I respect and support their request and I support their commitment to both
the city and our students.  I stand in agreement with my fellow Council members
and statements they made tonight.  I look forward to a timely resolution of this
issue.   

Councilman  Battaglia  –    It  is  really  sad  what  happened  with  the  Board  of
Education.  I do not have much to say but I agree with the rest of the Council.
Thank you.  

Public Comment

A  motion  to  open  the  meeting  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – I guess June is the time for leaders to do stupid
things. June 6, 2001 President George W. Bush said I looked the man in the eye
and found him to  be  straight  forward  and  trustworthy.   He was  talking  about
Vladimir Putin.  June 25, 2019 you said you spoke to her and you don’t believe she
is a hateful person.  The politically expediate thing for you to do tonight was to call
for her resignation which is an appropriate thing.  You left our children at risk for a
year.  I spoke to you that night and said you have the political power.  That entire
Board is supported and financed by you, the Labrosse Team and you let this go on.
Shame on you.  I  hope you learned something but I am not confident you did.
Second  topic,  we  have  been  going  back  and  forth  about  the  City  Attorney’s
activities on May 5th regarding Yvette Irving’s comments and weather he stifled her
opinion or not.   I  think he did.   I  think case law indicates that you may be in
jeopardy if this continues. What is interesting is at the last meeting, June 9, he
probably violated his own advice to keep your mouth shut.  It spewed out that the
reason he interceded had nothing to do with the forum and nothing to do with the
subject matter but had to do with him being concerned that the Mayor being led
into an ethics violation trap.  He wasn’t going to let that happen by me or one of
my colleagues, whatever that means.  The funny part is by doing that and spilling
his guts, he chose me, and I am not going to file an ethics grievance but Steven,
you  better  reach  RPC  113,  you  represent  the  corporate  body  of  the  City  of
Hackensack, not John Labrosse or any member individually.  That is a conflict that
can not be waived and you clearly violated it.  You do not work for John Labrosse,
you work for the City of Hackensack and the people and you should have been
fighting  for  their  right  to  speak,  not  for  John  Labrosse.   Thank  you  for  your
attention.

City Attorney responded – I will reiterate that the person in question was able to
make her comment and I made a recommendation that I stand behind 110 percent
and that recommendation was not made in a personal capacity but to the Mayor of
the City of Hackensack who I am required to give good legal advice to and it was
good legal advice and I stand behind it.   

Rev. Melanie Miller – Hackensack – I want to thank you for the move you all made
this evening in calling for the resignation of the BOE member.  I pray that this is
just the beginning of us coming together continuing to look at the people, laws,
resolutions, that perpetrate inequality in our city and this is a good first step.   I
appreciate everyone and the words behind what you are doing because they were
very well  founded.  I  think this is a way to help us being to heal and also the
beginning because we can’t just have it for just now, it needs to be a bridge to help
us work together in the future.  Thank you.  
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Rev. Carolyn Davis – Hackensack – As a leader Mr. Mayor,  you have to accept
praise as well as negative comment.  That negative comment doesn’t mean hate,
it means we disagree with you. I want you to understand that because I am in a
leadership position also.  Because I was raised properly, I publicly said thank you
and expressed my gratitude for the sewer being fixed on my block but that was not
a favor to me, it was your responsibility to the taxpayers on Stanley Place.  They
did not receive a tax break because of the constant financial set backs that they
endured due to damage to their property. I am tired of hearing what the Zisas did
or did not do. It is all on your watch now. Who is the Work Group? If you don’t know
by now, shame on you.  Every member of the Work Group when speaking for the
Work Group says their name and that they are part of their group, just as Mayor
Labrosse and Team. We know who the team is.  It is an attempt at intimidation and
undermining and it will not work.  Everyone, by now, knows who the Work Group is.
I  want  to  address  Mr.  Peter  Marchesani  because  he  called  out  my  name last
meeting.  Our sons went to school together and Boy Scouts but that does not mean
you are privy to my story.  I grew up here in Hackensack and until I finished High
School, I lived in a predominantly Italian neighborhood where they treated us with
love, respect, and compassion.  I will always be grateful to them. However, in my
home and in my church, I was also taught that I am my brothers’ keeper.  When
one hurts, we all are supposed to hurt.  I don’t have to be Jewish to understand the
pain the Holocaust caused to the Jewish decedents.  Even if I did not understand, I
would have no right to tell them not to tell the story, to go back in history, or to
insinuate  what  they  should  be  grateful  for  now.   This  is  exactly  why  black
Americans are still  fighting now.     During this  season of  unrest,  the killing  of
innocent blacks, you want to insinuate that I would be grateful because they fixed
my sewers.  I am grateful but let me explain something to you.  I am truly grateful
that just a few years ago in Paramus, while I  watched, my Syracuse University
educated,  Dean’s  list,  hardworking,  decent  black  son,  was  put  in  handcuffs,
arrested at gunpoint, surrounded by six officers because of a false report called in
my one officer.  I am grateful the charges that could have sent him to prison for
twenty-five years were dropped and am grateful he got them expunged.  I  am
especially grateful that I have a friend and his name is Jesus.  I am grateful that
God, not you, not the City Council, protected him from being shot because they
would have had to shoot  me also.   His crime was trying to get his wheelchair
bound, 86 year old, grandmother into my van at her nursing home to take her to
church.  I am grateful that God knows my story and wants me to tell it.  You see
my smile but you don’t know my story.  You don’t have the right to tell myself or
any other taxpaying citizen what to be grateful for, how far to go back in history,
and when they have a right to complain.  I’ll tell my story.  I will continue to come
back to voice my complaints when I am not satisfied.  

Fred Miller – Cedar Avenue – Hackensack – I am asking that the city install curbs
along Cedar Avenue where curbs do not currently exist.  Cedar Avenue is the only
east west street in Hackensack from South Lake Drive to Mary Street also known
as Route 4 to Route 80 that is not fully curbed.  The City invested in the sewers
and ADA compliant curb corners on Cedar and plans are in place to pave.  I am
asking the City finish this project in a standard and install curbs instead of leaving
the street in a state of disrepair.  I have been in touch with the City Manager’s
Office regarding this request and received unsatisfactory answers to placing curbs
on Cedar Avenue and unsatisfactory answers to another current City project on
Elm Avenue, two blocks away.  Elm Ave is getting a new curb installed on both
sides from Lincoln to Grand and I take exception to this project as everything the
City Manager’s Office has told me. Why Cedar Ave can’t get curbs contradicts the
current project on Elm Avenue, the City Manager’s Office told me the maintenance
and repair of curbs is the responsibility of the homeowners, more than once.  This
is a contradiction.  The residents of Elm are receiving curbs for free and that is not
fair to the residents that do not have curbs and those that have to maintain curbs
and sidewalks at a cost.  The Manager’s Office told me the project on Elm was paid
for by a CDBG grant. Bergen County and HUD’s website explain these funds for
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projects  of  lower  income  and  special  needs  residents.   The  projects  shown
applicable to this  grant include re-paving, sewage and drainage improvements,
and ADA curbs and accessibility.  Replacing curbs the length of the street appears
to be a mismanagement of funds.  The City Manager’s Office said DPW had trouble
maintaining the street in the winter months. This is a contradiction, in my 25 year
residency, the DPW has never plowed a street curb to curb.  Even when there is
snow the number of cars parked on Elm make this impossible.  The City Manager’s
Office told me they only replace curbs where ADA installation effected the previous
curb.  This is a contradiction as the curb in its entirety was not affected by the ADA
curb installation.  Previously paved streets such as Ross, Louis, Prospect did not
get the same attention to curbs, nor did Cedar.  The Manager’s Office said they did
not install curbs on Cedar because they said it would negatively affect drainage
but the street is flat. This is a contradiction because Cedar is not a flat street.  It
does have a pitch and it is crowned and due to people’s parking habits soil has
eroded and created ruts on both sides of the road.  These hold water and make a
slippery muddy mess or slippery icy mess depending on the season.    Curbs on
Cedar are essential to proper drainage and public safety.  If drainage was such an
issue, I should not be told that I have to pay for a permit to install them.  The lack
of curb also negatively effects the values of all the properties on the street.  Thank
you.  

Mayor Labrosse – We did have a conversation with the City Manager on street
paving and curbs and we will look into it. 

Bridgette – Hackensack – Let me start off by saying the country, city, district is on
fire and we have spent far too much time complaining about the way things are
and  forget  that  we  the  community  have  the  power  to  change  anything  and
everything. It will start with our voice and then our vote because I want the city to
be reminded of your campaign slogan of lower taxes and honest government.  Let
me remind you of what you call honesty.  First, the Mayor made a statement about
the African American community on July 22, 2019 and turned it  into a political
statement of red and blue.  A letter was sent to Ms. Canestrino on August 28, 2019
about moving the City of Hackensack together but I never received an answer.
Zero percent of City contracts or developers are minority,  African American, or
women.  Your honesty has shined through.   Again, you made public  statement
about the last city council about their power and greed.  Have you been honest
government? On Main Street, the Metro Building, you waived affordable housing
fees to the developer in which 40% of the ownership is part of the Main Street
Alliance and the Bergen County Freeholders.  On January 14, 2020 I stood before
you and told you that your City Council is in jeopardy of integrity with the African
American community and the minority community.  2021 is an election year and it
is a crucial year.  It will be your legacy.  What do I know? Voting is the medicine
that will cure the disease of systemic racism and systemic injustice. How honest
will you be? 

Myrna Gotrell – Hackensack – In light of current situation, I would like to make a
proposal  that  would  benefit  the  youth  of  Hackensack.  In  light  of  the  current
climate, US rowing is looking to diversify the world of rowing.  With the current
construction happening along the Riverwalk, I would like to suggest rowing as an
activity for the youth especially the minority youth in Hackensack.  US rowing is
looking at developing programs that will offer rowing to minority groups and I think
it is something that Hackensack would benefit from.  With the development of the
Riverwalk, it would be beneficial to put in a boathouse and dock to run a rowing
program. It is a sport that can be another outlet for children to gain scholarships to
Ivy League schools that they would not otherwise have an outlet to. It is a sport for
children who are not good at basketball or baseball or football.  They can end up
with a full scholarship to college.  It is something that would benefit the children
who  are  special  needs.  It  has  been  proven  to  be  beneficial  for  children  with
disabilities.  They are looking for programs to start to pull minorities in urban areas
into the sport.  It would be beneficial to the youth.
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Mayor Labrosse responded – We will look into it.

Bernadette  Bracken  –  Hackensack  –  I  am  the  Chairperson  of  the  Shade  Tree
Committee and professionally I am a biologist with a graduate degree in Biology. I
would like to talk about the plans for the basketball court and pavilion at Staib
Park.  Susan from Project Management reached out to the Shade Tree Committee
about  planting  trees  in  Staib  Park.  She  shared  the  plans  which  included  the
removal of 10 trees.  This was the first time these plans were shared with our
committee. In January of 2019 there was a special hearing regarding a dog park at
Staib where plans were presented and the community opposed the clearing of the
wooded area to accommodate one.  When asked about tree removal, the engineer
said “the dog park was shown to be in a wooded area.  We are only removing trees
within that area.  There is still a buffer of woods.”  The clearing of these other trees
was not presented.  In March of 2019, the engineer Tom Boorady presented plans
at  a  COW meeting  that  included  the  removal  of  these  large  trees  and  Mayor
Labrosse asked that none be taken down.  In August of 2019 there weas a Council
meeting that included a Staib Park update where the removal of these trees were
mentioned and Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded that we should reach out to
the Shade Tree Committee as we promised to keep them in the loop.  As you will
hear  from  Mary  Walsh,  the  people  of  Hackensack  do  not  want  these  trees
removed.  The  Mayor  does  not  want  these  trees  removed.   Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino wants the Shade Tree Committee’s input and the Shade Tree does not
want  these  trees  removed.   The  public  was  not  given  a  fair  opportunity  to
comment on this part of the plan since the special hearing was on the dog park.  In
order for Green Acres money to be used, the public must have the opportunity to
comment on the complete plan.  Looking at the plan Susan provided, there are
ways to accommodate a pavilion that spares these trees.   Thank you for  your
attention  to  this  matter  and the  committee  looks  forward  to  working  with  the
Council to resolve this.  

Nancy Alvarez – Hackensack – I would like to echo Mr. Fred Miller regarding the
curbs  on  Cedar  Avenue.  I  would  also  like  to  have  the  curb  as  well  as  Susan
Tompkins.  There are other residents that would also like to have curbs.  There are
curbs put up by the residents that are railroad ties.  When I asked the inspector, he
said  only  two  residents  were  getting  curbs  although  they  have  railroad  ties.
Railroad ties are not permitted by the town.  Is that correct? Two residents were
supposed to get curbs but it was cancelled.  Everyone wants curbs.  It is a problem
in  the  winter  because  the  water  freezes  from the  snow  and  causes  potential
problems.  I sent an email last night and I left Mr. Battaglia a message to discuss
this issue.  I hope you reconsider this and give us curbs on Cedar.  Thank you so
much.

Diana Miller - Hackensack – I am Fred Miller’s wife and I don’t want to repeat what
he said but essentially I want to raise the question, but what beats me why Em and
not Cedar? All  of Elm was repaved and re-curbed. When we are looking at this
argument, yes, we want the curb but it is the idea behind it.  Why one street and
not  the  other?   It  smells  a  little  like  favoritism  to  me.   Just  like  Nancy  had
mentioned, please look into the situation further.  Thank you for your time.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I want to address that.  There is no favoritism here. I
have lived here 47 years.  Deputy Mayor has lived here. My street has not been
paved in years.  The streets are evaluated by our engineers and DPW.  There is a
list every year of which streets go first and which are the worst ones.  I don’t know
anyone who lives on Elm Street. To imply that we are doing it because we know
someone there when my own block has not been in 40 something years and Byrne
Street doesn’t have curbs either.  Without the grant money, we wouldn’t be able to
do half the projects we do.  We have done more curbs and ADA projects than just
about any other town in Bergen County.  We will look at Cedar and I asked the
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Manager for a list of streets without curbs and I know they are all over, not just the
Fairmount section.    

Blanche Stuart – Hackensack – I have two questions.  In light of the George Floyd
situation and police brutality  issues in this  country,  I  am wondering if  the city
would consider a civilian complaint review board.  We have asked for this over the
years with previous administrations and I think it is important now to consider that.
The second thing is last year I asked about the paving of Third Street and I know
there are a lot of streets to be paved but I would like to know when it would be on
the list.  There is a big pot hole in front of my house which has been filled many
times  and  when trucks  hit  it  in  the  middle  of  the  night  or  cars  hit  it  is  very
annoying.

Mayor Labrosse responded- A civilian complaint board is part of the process we will
be going through with the police department, City Manager and Council and will be
moving forward to look at that. Rather than a complaint board, I would like to see
more  of  an  overseeing  board.   They  should  be  looking  at  more  than  just
complaints.  I appreciate you bringing it up and we will have the Manager look at
Third Street.

Peter Marchesani – Hackensack – I feel terrible listening to Carolyn Davis and how
much she feels that I may have offended her at the last meeting.  I have known
Carolyn and her family for 40 years. Their son, Rob, who is a fine young man, when
he was 8 years old was in my house every Friday night. He was best friends with
my son for a long time. I feel terrible.  I haven’t seen Carolyn in a while face to face
other than Council meetings.  Perhaps we will get a chance to talk more when the
pandemic ends.  I want to say publicly that I feel bad that I offended Carolyn. I
think I mentioned last time that with all the racism that exists in our country, it is
certainly  wide spread,  it  seemed there was a lot  of  pushing on the Council  in
regards to this significant problem and I don’t think we can throw everything at the
feet at this Council. The Council members I know are doing all they can to make
the City a better place.  I used the Stanley Place with the sewer backups as an
example because I got the impression that I did not want this Council at the time, I
was  hoping  that  the  neighborhood  was  not  being  neglected  because  it  is  a
predominantly black neighborhood.  That is why I bought up the fact that I thought
there was some action taken on the needs of the community in that area and that
the City was responsive to those needs.  I was hoping that was an example of the
fact  that  there  is  not  blatant  racism of  black  neighborhoods  being  completely
ignored.  I just wanted to say that.  I was going to say more about Frances Cogelja.
She is also a dear friend of mine.  Obviously, politically I can see why she has to
resign from the Board of Education and maybe she will.   I  have mixed feelings
because  I  know that  everything  that  was  launched against  her,  I  found  to  be
incredibly mean spirited. If we are doing something for the education of our kids, if
our kids listen to the remarks made against her, I  don’t  know it  would be well
suited to the situation.  One remark that struck me last night, was the Minister at
the Baptist church, he mentioned that she was a stench, disgusting, an apple that
would rot the entire board.  I felt those remarks were particularly un-Christian.  I,
too, at this point, in order to ease the problems in the community, her resignation
is warranted.  I don’t think burning her at the stake is.  Thank you. 

Johanna Calle – Hackensack – I want to commend you for speaking out against
Frances  Cojelga  given  that  it  is  a  year  late.   Many of  us  went  to  the  Council
meeting a year ago today to speak out about this and asked for you to do the right
thing.   It reminds me to remind you all as a word of caution not to ignore the
voices of residents in Hackensack.  Some of us are policy experts, some of us have
life experience.  Some of us are coming to you all not as a political attack but as
members of the community that care which is why we are speaking out.  I know
some of you love to attack me when I come to speak out, but I am also a policy
expert and when I came a year ago I was working for racial justice organizations
that have been fighting for justice for all for a long time.  To be ignored the way I
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have been ignored, if  you had listened to us a year ago, we wouldn’t  be here
today. As we are talking about Racial justice issues, and as we are talking about
policing and equality, I heed you to please listen to what we are saying and don’t
ignore us because you think everything, we are saying is a political attack.  It is not
personal; it is not about you.  We are not here to fight you personally.  This is
about making our community better.  Some of us have more policy experience,
more racial justice experience, more reform experience than any of you combined
so I urge you to listen to those who are coming to you and help guide you through
this because it impacts all of us.  Thank you.  

Susan Thompkins – Hackensack – I am calling in because of you re-paving Cedar
Avenue but not putting curbs in.  You put handicapped curbs on Allen and Spring
Valley into people’s lawns and you did all of Elm but we can’t get curbs on our
street.  What is the reason behind that?  It is just that I have lived here over 50
years and this is the part of town that always gets overlooked.  Our parks, our side
streets, even the plowing.  I pull in every time during the winter.  The parts that
don’t have curbs, the dirt is going away and the sidewalks are getting destroyed
and then it is up to the residents to replace the sidewalks when it is not even out
fault that we can’t contain the dirt from the street. I think we need curbs put in at
the city’s expense.  We never had curbs here.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Obviously the budget for this year is done and the
paving program has been started and set for this year.  These are in phases.  As I
said before,  areas are  checked out  and some streets  are  worse,  some streets
qualify for grants and some don’t.  we are coming out of a pandemic but come
September we don’t know where the City is going to be as far as tax payers being
able to pay their taxes.  Should anything change from the norm, we are going to
be in a different situation and have to pull back on projects.  We are hoping we can
move forward but we don’t know if that will be the case.  We will re-visit and look
at curbs.  I  have asked the City Manager for a list of all streets in Hackensack
where there are no curbs.  Thank you for your concern and we will look at it.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – First of all I want to thank Debbie for reading my
emails. I appreciate it.  I would like to suggest that the City Attorney take a course
on public comment or censorship.  It would be an excellent investment to avoid
some lawsuits.   Second  Street?   I  want  to  know  which  part  of  that  is  up  for
improvements. I sent an email about the rally.  Those young people are due an
apology.  It was them that were blasted but it was not them that did the march,
just  the rally.   It  is  about  time for  the BOE.   You could  have avoided a lot  of
heartache if you had done it a year ago.  Finally, the drive-in movie was not on the
City website, it is on the HACAC site. The only way anyone knew about it is I went
and looked when the Manager said it was sold out. It is not on the city site.  It is
going to be a friends and family event because no one knew.  I  would like an
answer about Second Street.

City Manager responded – I do not have the description but I will make sure you
are emailed with the information.  

Louis Discepola – Hackensack – There have been a lot of good topics talked about
tonight but I would like to go back to the topic of the state of trees in Hackensack.
One thing that motivated me and I currently sit on the Environmental Commission
and I have seen a lot of improvements made in the city but I feel the state of trees
is not where it could be.  I try to attend as many Shade Tree Committee meetings
as possible to find out what they are doing.  I think you heard from Bernadette
Bracken earlier and we are supposed to be a Tree City USA and I don’t really see
the city giving priority to trees.  I see long stretches of streets that don’t have any
trees.  They are removed maybe for good reasons but they are never replaced.
There are so many spots in the City that are screaming for trees right now.  I don’t
think  we  are  really  earning  that  Tree  City  USA  title  right  now.   Some people
mentioned the curbs on Elm Street and the trees had to be removed in order to do
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that.  That is tragic.  Bernadette mentioned the proposal in Staib Park and part of
that  includes  renovations  of  the  playground  and  pavilion  taking  down  several
mature  trees.   I  scoured  the  minutes  and  video  and  there  were  very  scant
references made to that and it was not properly publicly discussed.   I don’t think
the public was adequately notified.  Thank you.  

Mitch Easton – Hackensack – I am a longtime resident of Hackensack on Cedar
Avenue  and  I  would  like  to  register  my  support  for  Mr.  Miller  and  his  wife’s
comments.  

Robin Coles – Hackensack – I have been listening to the meeting and I wanted to
say that it is important that we listen to one another across the board and around
the table.  We should be looking at what is honest and real and you are now calling
for  a  resignation  of  this  woman even though we were  faced with  these same
challenges last year.  I wanted to call in because I heard the gentleman say we
called her some mean and cruel things.  It effects our children.  Had we snuffed it
out in the beginning, we would not be in this predicament.  I am sorry to say Mc.
Cogelja is not ashamed of how she feels.  She will say what she tells everyone and
she is clear about what she says.  Maybe because it is your friend that you don’t
think we should be calling names out.  He guessed it was a pastor or something,
you need to be certain because this goes on record.  In order for this to move
ahead, we need to stop looking back and look ahead.  I believe in what I believe
and stand for what I  believe  but we need to stop digging one ditch and stop
looking back on what was done before and look at who is in the seat now, work
together,  speak  with  one  tongue  and  not  two,  so  that  we  can  get  this  work
accomplished.  Everyone in the City uses trickery games about the words we use
and how things are supposed to affect us. We need to get the school board on
track and it hasn’t been.  We talk about Christianity and I am a Christian and I am
proud to say it but I am not going to rip people apart because Christianity is about
love. Let us be mindful as we speak about one another.  Let us work together to
get this job done.  In the meantime, let us show love.  All the things going on in the
world are because of a lack of love and concern.  I may not agree with you but we
can agree to disagree and let’s  learn the word respect and let  us respect one
another because you can’t get it done without me and I can’t get it done without
you.  Thank you.

Caseen Gaines – Hackensack – I wanted to echo the sentiment of Ms. Coles and
wanted to thank you all for calling for the resignation of trustee Cogelja.  I know
there are a number of educators that are members of the board and Council.  I
have watched as members of the Council have spoken about how important their
own children are, how important the schools are to them, and I can not tell you the
damage that was done to allow trustee Cogelja to sit on that board for a year after
her  statements  about  the  LGBTQ community  were  made public.   None  of  you
would  tolerate that about  your own children if  someone had made statements
about you and your family and it applied in that regard.  It wasn’t that there was
some great collusion of outcry.  The reality is that there was a student the week
after her comments in the guidance office of the school upset because of the way
they were treated because of their sexual orientation.  Not related to Ms. Cogelja’s
comments but the school  has to be a safe space for all  students weather it  is
based on race, sexual orientation.  Last year, this week, there was a high school
student in the Council Chambers asking you all to acknowledge her humanity, for
her full rights to be acknowledged, and for you to denounce something that was so
clearly denounceable that the Governor himself denounced and you didn’t do it.
Mr. Marchesani stated that perhaps it  is not politically advantageous for her to
serve on the board any more.  It seems that way, it seems that we have reached a
point  where  it  is  not  politically  advantageous  for  her  to  serve  on  the  board
anymore because what she did and the impact of what she did, students hear that.
Students know and the staff know her inability to vote on an anti-racism resolution
led to a dedicated staff member rendering her resignation while Cogelja still sits
there.  She is not the victim in this situation.  Our students, staff, and community
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deserve better. I am disappointed that it has taken a year but I am glad that you
are there now.  I would like to know what has changed over the course of a year to
cause you to ask for her resignation.  

Richard Cerbo – Hackensack -  Mayor: We as residents of historic Hackensack, NJ
are now concerned that our leadership has abandoned their post at the helm of our
city. As a former crew member on several sailing vessels in the Caribbean, it's well
known to all that who is at the helm decides the outcome of the voyage. During
this  time  of  disappearance  by  many  in  charge  of  services  and  direction,  we
encourage you to resurface and point out the course we are on less than a year
before our municipal elections. We need at least a 30-day discussion of what the
heck is really going on and what will transpire as we go forward. Please lift the ban
on public discourse.  Thanks

Randy Glover – Hackensack – It seems like and it shouldn’t be where life seems to
be so difficult and complicated. What makes one race of people think they are
better than the other? This comment is to Deputy Mayor Sims.  You said at one
time you can’t work with these n******s but do you realize the people on your
ticket that run with you need you and your so-called n*****s to with an election.
You said you want to be a civil rights leader; it is at your fingertips.  Sometimes
leadership and change come from the most unlikely place.  Deputy Mayor Sims, we
need you.  Don’t be fooled, this whole economic development revitalization with
black people being left out is literally up to you. You are our eyes and ears.  You
are not only the city representative; you are our representative.  Show me another
group of people that would tolerate a billion-dollar redevelopment project in their
community and no one in their community has a job from that project.  Be that
leader.  Govern for all, govern for us.  Step up.  Thank you.    

Mayor Labrosse responded – Mr. Glover, in the future, I ask that you refrain from
using that word.  A lot of people find it offensive, such as myself, not to mention
young children do watch this. 

Bridgette responded – We don’t find it offensive, Mr. Labrosse, trust me.   We have
been called it on many occasions.  

Mary  Walsh  –  Hackensack  –  I  am  concerned  about  the  property  values  in
neighborhoods where trees are being cut down. Properties with big trees in front of
them are about $15,000 higher.  Houses in natural settings are substantially higher
than ones that are not near the park.  Lack of trees has created severe ugliness
and it decreases the property values.  About 13 days ago, I started a petition to
ask the residents of Hackensack weather they want the trees removed in Staib
Park.  I wanted to tell you I have 266 signatures on a petition that says people do
not want the trees removed.  It is possible to improve your infrastructure without
taking  down  one  twig  from any  tree.   The  Shade  Tree  Committee  and  some
neighbors met with the Project Manager a couple weeks ago about how this could
be done easily.  The basketball courts can go in the back corner. The neighbors do
not want to hear the sound of basketballs so if you put it in the corner without
taking down any trees, you have maintained a decent neighborhood.  I dropped off
paper petitions at city hall yesterday.  I do not know if you have received them yet
but I have a copy I can send you.  Some of the comments made on the petition
sound like this:  In the five years I have lived in Hackensack, I have seen nearly a
dozen trees come down within one block of my home with at least 6 of those trees
being healthy, not a single tree has been replaced.  I see less green when I look
out the window and have less shade in the hot summer months.  This petition
understates something I would like to note, she continues to say just last month an
85-year-old Oak tree was removed five blocks from the park.  The next comment
says I would like to be able to breathe. Next comment says please don’t remove
healthy trees. When they put a dog park at Van Saun they took down every tree.
Now there is not one ounce of shade.  I am signing because the City needs to make
tree preservation a top priority or it should take down the Tree City USA banner at
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City Hall.  Next one says cut down trees in the city parks, how about cutting our
taxes  instead?  I  will  send  you  these  through  email  and  thank  you  for  your
consideration.  

City Manager responded – The trees that have been removed, I listened to these
conversations from residents saying that we cut these trees down indiscriminately
which isn’t true. The decision was made about the trees on Elm because of the
new ADA sidewalks and the trees would not survive because it would disturb the
roots of the trees and then we would have a safety issue because the original trees
planted were not the proper size or tree that should have been used in the first
place.  There is a life cycle for everything.  The people claiming that we need to
rearrange the plan for Staib Park improvements really just want a colony of trees
there  and not  use  the  park  for  anything.   The  City  has  only  so  much limited
recreation space and to my belief, Staib Park is underutilized.  The bathroom there
needs to be replaced.  I understand the benefits of trees.  I am not an anti-tree
person but we remove trees when we have to and we will have an arborist look
into it but when it comes to safety issues, I am removing the tree and replanting.  I
am sure the condition  and response that  the city  has not  re-planted when we
should have, I will look at it much more and take any locations that have had trees
removed and replant them.  The ordinance does state that if we cut a tree down,
we need to replant.  

No one else wished to speak.  A motion to close the meeting to the public was
offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Council Comments

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg – In regards to the comments from Ms. Bracken of
the Shade Tree Committee and Ms. Walsh. I understand your concern and as the
Council we took those into consideration when reaching a decision about the dog
park. However, there is a major difference between the decision to not clear trees
for the dog park and not clearing trees for the pavilion and that is the safety and
lives of  our children. The reason for the new bathrooms and pavilion is for the
safety of our children and families who attend the recreation program at Staib as
well as all of the young families that visit the park. The bathrooms are deplorable
and  dangerous,  there  is  no  shelter  in  case  of  inclement  weather,  and  I  have
personally been in the park when branches have fell and I have heard first hand
from counselors  and children  who attend  the  rec  program stories  of  branches
falling and that as why I proposed a covered pavilion for shade and safety. Skin
cancer is a huge killer  in this country too.  I  am not sure if  anyone petitioning
against clearing of the trees have young children that frequently visit the park but I
encourage you to reach out to parents who have young children who frequently
visit the park in which there is many, many large trees with limbs that would easily
kill a family should they fall if they feel the same. It was my understanding from
engineers  and  others  professionals  that  the  configuration  of  the  plans  for  the
structure was made with as minimal tree removal as possible.  I  appreciate our
green space and will  always support the planting and replanting of trees and I
thank you for your dedication on the Shade Tree Committee as well as everyone’s
dedication on Environmental  Commission but  I  will  never put trees or  property
values before the safety and lives of young children and families.  A huge thank
you to Ms. Whitaker and the Nellie Parker teachers and staff for a wonderful 4th

grade moving up ceremony.  It was obvious that a lot of work went into it and all
students were recognized by their teachers, principal and support staff who they
have not seen since March and it was really special and emotional day. 
Thank  you  to  Ms.  Gotrell  for  attending  tonight’s  meeting  and  for  proposing  a
possible boathouse and dock on the River.  Rowing is a great sport that requires
you to have a great stamina and strength and also brings you onto the water and
part of nature which many young people do not have that opportunity to do. For
those of you who do not know Ms. Gotrells daughter Keira Gotrell won Gold in the
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Women’s freshman 1,000m, with a time of 5:13, beating Silver medalist Westfield
High School's team by nearly two minutes back in 2018. As Ms. Gotrell stated it
would be a great sport  for all students but especially minority students, special
education  students  two  underrepresented  groups  in  rowing.  The  more
opportunities we can offer our students the better and you have my full support
and hope that we can see something come out of this.  Upon researching rowing
programs I came upon a 2020 documentary title A Most Beautiful Thing, which was
supposed to open in select theatres on July 17. The film chronicles the first African
American high school  rowing team in the nation and it  seems like a wonderful
movie I am hoping it is still released and that many young people who may be
interested in rowing watch it. There was also a comment from the public about
policy and how some people know more policy than others and that is true and
why we work together and try to research things.  Just because you know policy
doesn’t mean you always make the best choice in regards to policy. One of those
decisions was to take officers out of schools because it  supposedly intimidated
children.  To me, that officer is there to keep the children safe regardless of race or
sexual orientation.  A police officer isn’t going to ask what your ethnicity is before
he jumps in  front  of  a  bullet  for  you.   People  may know policy  or  have more
knowledge  but  I  don’t  know  if  that  means  you  are  always  making  the  right
decisions.  Thank you.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino – I want to thank the Main Street Alliance.  They have
been investing a lot of their time and energy in helping the businesses that have
been hurting with them not being able to open.  Now that things are open, if you
are out, please support our local businesses.  Remember to play by the rules and
do it safely.   We have taken our time and things have been going well.  I represent
the  City  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  meetings  and  they  are  helping  local
businesses as well.   Those two organizations are there to help.  We are continuing
to do sewer work and there haven’t been as many cars on the road which is good
in helping us get it done.  We are working from the river and going west to try and
create  some  of  the  flooding  problems  that  we  had.   Lots  of  progress  in  the
downtown.   We are still on target for the end of the 2020, we should see the work
complete and two-way traffic on Main Street.  Rowing program, we need to look
into that.  We received grant money for a kayak launch so maybe we can use that
to support rowing.  Mr. Glover, you keep mentioning that we do not have any black
developers in town.  I you know of any, please reach out to them and have them
reach out to me.  I participate in all of these and I cant remember any coming.  My
computer is low so thanks for coming.   

Deputy Mayor Sims – For the record, I have never stated I do not want to work with
n-word people.  I have never stated I was a civil rights leader.  I work to assist the
residents as I have done over the past thirty years.  Last Friday, the NAACP had a
Juneteenth rally at the Courthouse steps.  I want to thank Jeff Carter and all who
helped out.  We had the annual shredding event last Saturday. We had over 100
residents get rid of old documents and mail.  This Thursday at the Rec Center we
are having COVID testing starting at 10AM.  I want to congratulate all of the 4 th

graders on moving up.  I  also want to congratulate the 8 th graders who will  be
having their virtual ceremony tomorrow at 10AM and the high school having the
virtual graduation at 5PM tomorrow.  So far outside dining in the City has been a
success.  I  encourage  you  all  to  visit  our  local  restaurants  and  enjoy  outdoor
seating.   Next  Wednesday,  July  1,  Hackensack Fire  Department  is  having their
annual fallen firefighter’s memorial at Main and Temple starting at 6PM. As the
summer begins, please remember to practice social distancing, wear your mask,
and wash your hands.  Good night.  

Councilman Battaglia – I agree with Stephanie.  I bring my granddaughter around
Staib Park and we always see branches that are a danger to the kids.  The City
Manager checks the trees not only in Staib Park but all over the city.  If the tree is
in good condition, they should be pruning but if the tree is sick and half dead, they
will determine if it needs to be cut.  I would love to see rowing in the Hackensack
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River.  I would look at Overpeck Park to start and get the Riverkeeper to dredge
the river since you can walk from Hackensack to Teaneck.  It needs to be deeper to
be used.  The paving continues in different parts of the city.  The lighting is also
being improved at intersections.  Stay safe, wear your mask, and don’t take any
chances.  Thank you and good night.  

Mayor  Labrosse  –  The  Main  Street  Alliance  has  done  a  great  job  during  the
pandemic.  We have a lot of small businesses and it was really tough on them.  The
Alliance helped them with money.  Looking forward to the outdoor dining program.
The Gatrell family lives next door to me.  I have been following Kiera for years.
She has qualified for the national team especially being that she is a young black
girl and rowing doesn’t have a lot of them involved.  Hats off to her mother who
has been trying to keep the program afloat.  Right now, it is a club sport but we
would like to see it as a high school sport in the river.  I want to make sure if we
take trees down that they get replanted.  The City and Shade Tree Committee
need to work together to replant trees.  I  believe what Ted said that trees can
outgrow themselves and become a public hazard. No one wants to go and cut big
trees down without a reason.  These trees need to be looked at by an arborist and
a decision needs to be made.  You have to maintain trees as well.  Accidents do
happen especially in the park with children.  July 1 is the Fireman’s memorial.  We
lost 5 firemen in Hackensack in the 80s in the Ford fire. I want to congratulate all
the students graduating.  It is not easy to do distance learning.  It is very hard to
learn with ZOOM so kudus to you for getting it done.  Mr. Cerbo mentioned my lack
of being around.  I  haven’t  missed a day of  work.   I  haven’t missed a Council
meeting.  I haven’t missed anything except seeing my family and children because
of social distancing.   I have been here.  The Council will continue to lead.  For
someone for say I am absentee really is not fair. I am looking forward to the day
where Mr. Cerbo is sitting back in the Council Chambers.  Thank you for everyone’s
comments tonight.  Thank you and stay safe.   

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:59 PM. 
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