
The  Regular  Meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  was
conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-person regular Public
Meeting  previously  advertised  for  8:00  P.M.  at  the  Council  Chambers  at
Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is being held in lieu of an in-
person public  meeting due to the state of  emergency arising from the current
situation involving the COVID-19 Virus and to ensure the health, safety and welfare
of the public. The meeting was held on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 7:06 P.M. 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the “Zoom”
online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using the following 
Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83588671228?
pwd=WXBsWGc2ZlJzSVV3bWpScjNWNm5iQT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID number 
835 8867 1228 and meeting password is 523989 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-
558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

Mayor  Labrosse  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the  City  Clerk  Deborah
Karlsson  announced  that  the  meeting  was  being  held  in  accordance  with  the
Sunshine Law, notice having been published according to law, with a copy on file in
the City Clerk’s office, and a copy posted on the bulletin board in City Hall.
 
Attendance

Ms.  Karlsson  called  the  roll:   Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,
Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman Battaglia and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg were
present. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg was present. City Attorney Steven Kleinman
was present.   Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present. 

Flag Salute 

Mayor Labrosse – I would like to have a moment of silence for the death of George
Floyd, any protestors or people who have been injured due to riots and protests,
and all the victims of COVID-19.

The City of Hackensack prides itself on its diversity, and we want the residents of
our community to hear directly from the City Council about the tragic events that
have unfolded in recently after the death of George Floyd. The murder of Mr. Floyd
was an unconscionable act that should never have happened, and we believe that
the  officers  involved  in  the  confrontation  must  be  held  accountable  for  their
actions  and  that  justice  must  be  served.  The  right  to  peaceful  assembly  and
protest is enshrined in the Constitution and it's one of the bedrock principles of our
democracy. African Americans and people of all races who feel the pain of George
Floyd's death and the legacy of racism in our country must be allowed to make
their voices heard. I’m proud to say that Hackensack had a totally peaceful protest
this past weekend and I commend the organizers of the event, the residents who
participated  and  our  Hackensack  Police  Department  for  ensuring  the  safety  of
everyone.  This  administration  has  never  hesitated  to  hold  our  police  officers
accountable when they step over the line. We have been struggling for several
years now to terminate five officers who were involved in an illegal home invasion,
but  unfortunately,  we  have  been  met  with  resistance  by  the  civil  service
commission.  While  we  will  continue  to  hold  our  officers  accountable,  we  must
recognize that the vast majority of our officers are true public servants who are
committed  to  protecting  people  and  preventing  crime,  and  we  thank  these
dedicated officers for putting themselves at risk every day to keep our city safe.
We all must do what we can to confront the systemic challenges in our society and
forge  a  better  path  forward.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves,  our  children  and  future
generations to get this right. We hope that out of tragedy, hope will emerge and
we  will  come  out  of  this  event  stronger  and  more  together.  Recognizing  the
urgency of this moment, I’m proud to announce that I will  be accepting former
president  Obama’s  Mayor’s  Pledge to  review use of  force  policies,  engage our
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community in a discussion, report our findings and, if necessary, pursue reforms to
make all of our residents feel safer. We will be announcing more steps soon, but I
hope that this action will make it clear to everyone that we are listening and we
want to work together on this important issue.

Proclamations and Presentations – LGBTQ Pride Month 
Men’s Health Month 
 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from May 5, 2020 was offered by
Councilwoman Von Rudenborg, seconded by Deputy Sims and approved by Mayor
Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg. Deputy Mayor Canestrino abstained as she was absent.  

A motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from May 19, 2019 was offered
by Deputy Mayor Canestrino, seconded by Councilman Battaglia and approved by
Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor  Sims,  Councilman
Battaglia, and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 

City Manager’s Report

I thought it would be prudent to have a status update and report on the Police
Department.  The  Hackensack  Police  Department  is  trying  to  find  its  way  in  a
changing environment.  I can only report on the three and a half years I have been
here.  I will  take you back to October of 2016 when I started.  The Hackensack
Police  Department  reestablished  its  Standard  Operating  Procedures  and  its
accreditation  process  through  the  New  Jersey  Chiefs  of  Police.   That  expired
previous to my service.   It  reestablished the training protocol  for  all  in-service
training, policy review, and proper documentation.  The officers have to document
that they read and understand them. All of those controls are in place.  With that
reestablishment came a renewed focus on internal affairs investigations.  In the
past we had much higher numbers.  The reassignment of staff for accountability of
officers with focus on productivity and training.  We moved ranking officers into
command positions so we could meet the standards of these policies.  There was a
sergeant in charge of internal affairs, we moved a captain to that position.  He was
the one that identified the 5 officers that broke into 64 Prospect without a search
warrant.  The gentleman that lived there was African American.  Once we had that
information, the City went after them through the efforts of the Prosecutor’s Office
which declared that this was an administrative procedure, not a criminal one.  We
went through a hearing officer process and the officers were terminated.  They
appealed  to  civil  service  and  the  courts  and  three  years  later,  we  have  two
remaining but all five have been terminated.  Two remain and are in the court
process attempting to get their jobs back.  People that break the law that wear a
uniform and disgrace the badge and betray the public’s trust cannot work for the
City of Hackensack.  Since 5/9/2017, there have been no complaints filed for police
theft or use of force.  Ironically, that was the last day of employment for those five
officers. The City has also purchased car cameras for all patrol vehicles.  The City
has purchased Tasers so we can respond to threats without lethal force.  We have
supplied  and trained officers  with these types of  weapons that  are non lethal.
During that process,  there is  a procedure  to make sure the cameras are used
properly,  we  monitor  them,  they  are  spot  checked  to  make  sure  officers  are
following procedure.  In 2019, we purchased new radios to improve radio coverage
for  the safety of  our  officers.   We are working  on antenna sites  due to  some
challenges with buildings in the city that block transmissions.  We want to make
sure we have full  and complete coverage.  Internal  Affairs  complaints  with the
Police Department five years were 100 – 150 per year, now we have less than 20 a
year.  Those 20 complaints vary a little and they are made by citizens and the
process is followed through.  There are 8 recommendations, we currently do 6 of
those 8 contingencies.  You are not allowed to shoot at a moving car. One that we
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currently don’t do is police body cameras.  We will put them in the 2021 budget as
a capital improvement.  I am hopeful there will be some funding from the feds.  It
has  to  be  done.   The  citizens  deserve  to  know  that  we  are  meeting  those
challenges.  They need to know they are being protected.   The Police Department
is  still  rebuilding.   In  2019,  we  had  promotions  for  the  ranks  of  sergeant,
lieutenant, and captain.  Those promotions were things we had to put in place to
make  sure  we  have  the  proper  accountability  and  compliance  for  rules  and
regulations.  Without supervision and holding people accountable, there is chaos
and problems.  We need the input of community, leaders, stakeholders, residents,
and work together with the public.  The Police Department has already reached out
to the organizations of people who have set up these marches and are scheduling
meetings and sitting at the table to hear their concerns.  The Mayor has accepted
the Barack Obama points to review our policies.  Anything to make the police more
professional and the public more confident is a positive thing.  For the records, 33
percent of the police force are of the minority population.  Hackensack is one of
the  most  diverse  communities.   There  is  much  to  do  and  we  continue  that
challenge and we will work to a better process.  I thank all those who have offered
their concerns. They can contact the Manager and the Police Department.  

The  City  is  organizing  drive  in  movie  events  for  the  summer.   We  will  keep
everyone updated with dates and times and it will be on the city website.  It will be
the last Friday of June. It will be verified and put on website.  The City’s summer
rec program is cancelled for summer but the summer food program will  still be
held.   The  form  is  on  website  or  you  can  call  recreation  directly.   Parking
regulations will be reinstated effective July 1, 2020.  Proper messaging will be sent
out to residents.  The City of Hackensack shred event will take place on June 20
from 9AM to 1PM in the Sears parking lot.  Residents must use PPE and practice
social distancing.  Outdoor dining regulations are currently being discussed and we
will share information as soon as possible.  Effective on June 15th you will have the
ability for outside dining with table service.  The recent rallies and marches and
the LGBTQ month have been sent, we thank all those people who have marched
and bought their concerns publicly.  This will help make us stronger as we unite
people and clear up misunderstandings.  Thank you to the Mayor and Council and
the Hackensack police, fire, and road department who have gone out of their way
to  make  these  events  possible  and  safe  and  to  make  the  city  respond  to  its
residents’ needs.    
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 205-20

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 24-2020, AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER
159 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK,

“TOWERS AND WRECKERS”
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BE IT RESOLVED  that the above ordinance, being Ordinance 24-2020 as
introduced,  does  now  pass  on  first  reading  and  that  said  Ordinance  shall  be
considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on June 23, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached at the regular meeting place of
the City Council and at such time and place all persons interested be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance and that the City Clerk be and
she is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law
with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and
place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 24-2020

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER 159 OF THE
CODE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HACKENSACK,  “TOWERS  AND
WRECKERS.” 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to  N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a municipality may make, amend,
repeal, and enforce such other ordinances, regulations, rules and by-laws not contrary to the laws of this state or
of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for the good of government, order and protection of
person and property, and for the preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the municipality and its
inhabitants, and as may be necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this
subtitle, or by any law; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hackensack has adopted Chapter 159 of the Code of the City
of  Hackensack (“Code”)  to  establish a  comprehensive regulatory scheme for  towers  and wreckers  operating
within the City; and,

WHEREAS,  the  Hackensack Police Department  and other  City officials  have recommended making
certain changes and updates to Chapter 159 of the Code, and the Council agrees these changes are necessary and
warranted.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  ORDAINED BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF
HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 159,  Section 3 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-3 Services to be furnished; possession of special equipment. 

A. The official tower shall furnish adequate and proper towing, wrecking, storage and emergency repair
service to damaged or disabled motor vehicles within the limits of the City when requested to do so
by the  Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s
highest  ranking law enforcement executive (or designee). The official tower shall  be available to
render service 24 hours per day, seven days per week. It is required that a tow vehicle be on the site
of the event within 15 minutes of the time of the call from the Police Director or his designee a call is
placed for the services of the official tower.

B. In the event that a disabled vehicle requires special towing equipment and the Official Tower official
tower does not possess such equipment, then the Police Director or his designee shall select the next
official  tower  in  the  rotation  list  established  in    §     159-7   who  does  possess  the  necessary  special
equipment to tow such disabled, damaged and/or impounded vehicle  shall be selected. No official
tower shall subcontract or assign any work that is to be performed by the official tower under the
provisions of this chapter.

Section 2:
Chapter 159,  Section 4 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-4 Application for official tower license.

A. NO CHANGE.
B. NO CHANGE.
C. NO CHANGE.
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D. Upon receipt of a completed application, the Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s
highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) shall review and make a recommendation.
The review by the Police Director or his designee shall consist of the following: an inspection of the
personnel, vehicles, equipment and storage areas proposed to be utilized by the applicant to verify the
accuracy of the information contained in the application and to determine compliance with applicable
laws and regulations and the standards of performance required by this chapter.

E. An applicant may be included on the official towers list by an official action of the City Council, by
resolution adopted at a regular public meeting, when, from a consideration of the application and
from such other information as may be obtained, the City Council finds that all  of the following
circumstances exist:

(1)  The  applicant  has  not  knowingly  and  with  intent  to  deceive  made  any  false,  misleading  or
fraudulent  statements  of  material  fact  in  the  application  or  in  any  other  document  required
pursuant to this chapter.

(2) The applicant has met the standards in this chapter and has furnished the required hold-harmless
agreement and certificate(s) of insurance.

(3) The application has been reviewed and the Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in
the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) has
submitted a favorable report.

(4) Neither the applicant nor the applicant's personnel have been convicted of a criminal offense or
have had their driver's license suspended within the past year.

F. The Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest
ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) shall conduct his or her review and render a report
to the City Council recommending either the approval or denial of the application within 28 45 days
of receipt of the application. The City Council shall take action with regard to the report of the Police
Director  within 30 days or at the next public meeting of the City Council, whichever is later. The
applicant  or  its  representative  shall  be  given  notice  of  the  date  on  which  the  City  Council  will
consider the application and shall be permitted to appear and be heard at that time.

G. NO CHANGE.
H. NO CHANGE.

Section 3:
Chapter 159,  Section 5 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-5.  Issuance and revocation of official tower’s License license.

A. Upon  approval  of  the  application  for  an  official  tower’s  license as  herein  provided,  the  Police
Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law
enforcement executive (or designee) shall issue for the applicant an official tower's license for each
tow  vehicle  or  flatbed  vehicle  to  be  utilized  in  providing  services  pursuant  to  this  chapter  by
submitting said licenses to the Police Director or designee for issuance to the official tower(s).

B. Said licenses shall be in a form so approved by the City Council City Manager, and shall be kept in
every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle at all times.

C. Expiration; renewal; revocation.

(1) Each official tower's license shall run for a term of three calendar years and expire on December
31 of the third calendar year.

(2) Each applicant for an official tower's license or renewal thereof shall apply for such license on or
before  October  15 of  the  calendar  year  immediately preceding the next  three-year  term.  For
example,  prior  to the  three-year  term commencing January 1,  2021,  all  applications  must  be
received on  or  before  October  15,  2020.  All  applications  received  before  October  15  of  the
calendar year preceding the next term, whether for a newly issued or renewed license, will be
granted, if appropriate, for the next succeeding three-year term. No license shall be issued for less
than three full calendar years nor should a license be issued at any other time than the period set
forth above, subject to the following exception: for the three-year term beginning in calendar year
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2015, the first calendar year shall be July 1 to December 31, 2015, and the term shall conclude on
December 31, 2017. The license shall not be transferable or assigned.

(3) Each official tower shall submit annual updated paperwork as required by the Police Director or
his  designee Chief  of  Police,  or  in  the  absence of  the  Chief,  the  City’s  highest  ranking law
enforcement  executive  (or  designee) to  ensure  continued  compliance  with  the  requirements
contained in this chapter on or before October 15 of the calendar year prior to the second and
third calendar years of any three-year term. Official towers shall submit therewith a fee of $500 to
cover the administrative expenses incurred by the City in processing the updated paperwork.
Failure to timely submit such paperwork and accompanying fee shall be cause for suspension of
the license until such time as the paperwork is submitted, review thereof is concluded, and it is
determined that the official tower remains in compliance with the terms of this chapter.

(4) Each  official  tower's  license  may  be  subject  to  revocation  by  the  City  Council,  upon
recommendation of the City Manager or the Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the
City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) for any of the following reasons:

(a) If it is subsequently determined that the applicant knowingly and with intent to deceive made
false, misleading or fraudulent statements of material fact in the application or in any other
document required pursuant to this chapter.

(b) Violation of any federal  or  state law or municipal ordinance or regulation relating to the
operation of a motor vehicle or the provision of towing services.

(c) Violation of any rule or regulation promulgated by the New Jersey Department of  Banking
and Insurance.

(d) Violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

(5) Proceedings for the suspension or revocation of a license shall be initiated by the service of a notice
of charges proffered against the licensee. Said notice shall be served by the  Police Director or his
designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement
executive (or designee),  either personally or by certified mail,  return receipt  requested,  and shall
contain a date, time, and place for a hearing to be held by the City Council. Said hearing shall be
scheduled  no  less  than  seven days  and not  more  than  30  days  after  the  notice  of  the  proposed
suspension or revocation shall  be served upon the licensee.  The licensee has the right  to  file  an
answer to the notice and to appear in person, or be represented by counsel, and give testimony at the
place and time fixed for the hearing.

D. Upon the expiration of an official tower's license, the applicant, prior to performing any service thereafter,
shall refile completely for such official tower's license, setting forth all the information required in the
form provided by the Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief, the
City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee) and complying with the provisions of this
chapter.

Section 4:
Chapter 159,  Section 6 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

A. NO CHANGE.
B. NO CHANGE.

C. Minimum equipment requirements.

(1) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall have two-way radio or cellular phone capability with a
dispatching center on a twenty-four-hour basis.

(2) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall be equipped with the following:

(a) At least one amber rotating beacon or strobe light mounted on the highest practical location
on the vehicles, visible from 360° when in use and visible at a minimum distance of 500 feet
during daylight hours. An amber light permit, as required by the state, must be filed in the
office of the Police Director with the Police Department.

(b) Safety tow lights or magnetic tow lights for towing vehicles at night, amber or red colored.
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(c) Extra chains and cable for pulling or securing a towed vehicle.

(d) At least one heavy-duty broom, a shovel,  a crowbar or prybar, a set of  jumper cables,  a
flashlight, one two-pound or larger fire extinguisher of dry chemical type, one dozen flares or
similar  warning  devices  for  placement  at  the  scene  of  an  accident  or  behind  a  disabled
vehicle, at least 10 pounds of dry sand or a drying compound for gasoline and oil spilled on
the roadway and containers for removal thereof and a sufficient quantity and types of tools to
enable the tow vehicle operator to perform proper and adequate emergency repair services for
the tow.

(3) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall comply with any and all state, federal and local laws,
regulations and ordinances pertaining to safety, lighting and towing equipment requirements and
shall be subject to inspection by the  Police Director or his designee Chief of Police, or in the
absence of the Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee). Where
applicable, all permits required by other agencies than the City shall be provided to the City upon
request of the City.

(4) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall have the name of the official tower, by a permanently
affixed or painted sign prominently displayed on the vehicle in such manner so as to conform to
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 39:4-46. Such demarcations shall be placed on the outside door panels
of the vehicle. The sign shall be at least three inches in height and diameter and be visible to the
naked eye, and the names must be the same on both panels.

(5) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall display valid tow truck license plates or markers so as
to conform to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 39:3-84.11.

D. NO CHANGE.

E. Minimum personnel requirements. Official towers shall have available, at all times, a minimum of
two drivers to provide the services required by this chapter. All drivers employed by official towers to
provide the services required by this chapter shall meet the following requirements and be subject to
the following regulations. They shall:

(1) Provide a prompt, courteous response to each call.

(2) Be competent and able to provide minimum road services for disabled vehicles. This includes
collecting and removing all debris at the accident site emanating from the accident.

(3) All drivers required to have a commercial driver's license (CDL) by the State of New Jersey
and/or federal regulations are required to furnish such license for the purpose of this chapter.
Results of these tests must be promptly reported to the  Police Director or his designee Police
Department for record-keeping.

(4) Obey all traffic laws and regulations.

(5) Not have been convicted of a crime within the past year.

(6) Wear uniform clothing with a name patch indicating the employee's first name and name of the
contractor's company. All employees shall be clean and neat, and make a good appearance. All
employees of the contractor shall carry photo identification badges.

F. NO CHANGE.
G. NO CHANGE.

Section 5:
Chapter 159,  Section 7 of the Code of  the  City of Hackensack is  hereby amended as follows [additions  by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-7 Utilization of list of official towers.

A. Official towers shall be placed on the list in the order in which their application is approved and
license issued. Once the initial list has been established, new official towers, when their applications
have been approved, will be added to the end of that list.

B. The City shall request wrecking, towing and storage services from each official tower in rotation,
with a weekly rotation period.  When called,  the tower shall  advise the dispatcher if  a  vehicle is
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available and the estimated time of arrival. If no tower vehicle is available or if the response time will
exceed 15 minutes, the next official tower on the list will be called for that job; this does not affect
the rotation period. If none of the official towers are available or able to provide such services as are
requested  by  the  City,  the  City  may request  such  services  from any other  available  source.  All
requests shall be made by the Police Director or his designee  Chief of Police, or in the absence of the
Chief, the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee).    In the event an official  
tower has been suspended for some or all  of  the  week it  has been assigned to  perform services
pursuant to the weekly rotation, the City shall use any reasonable method to ensure that replacement
towing services are provided during that period.

C. The City shall request service only from official towers; provided, however, that if no emergency or
road hazard exists, the Police Director or his designee  Chief of Police, or in the absence of the Chief,
the City’s highest ranking law enforcement executive (or designee)  shall request such service from
such other person as the owner of the motor vehicle in need of such services may request, provided
that the request is responded to within 15 minutes.

D. During adverse weather conditions, heavy traffic conditions or emergency conditions, official towers
shall give priority to requests from the City over any other requests which may be received by the
official towers.

E.  The City shall pay the official tower for storage of removed vehicles pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.50.

Section 6:
Chapter 159, Section 11 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§     159-11 Miscellaneous provisions.   
A. Copies of this chapter and the schedule of fees that may be charged by official towers shall be made

available to the public during normal business hours at City Hall. Copies shall also be made available
to the public at each official tower's place of business.

B. All official towers shall post, in a prominent place at each storage area clearly visible to the public, a
schedule of fees that  may be charged for all  services, provided that the same is pursuant to this
chapter.

C. The City reserves the right to make periodic unannounced inspections of the personnel,  vehicles,
equipment and storage areas of all official towers.

D. The relationship between an official tower and the City is one of an independent contractor. Neither
party shall be construed in any manner whatsoever to be an employee of the other, nor shall any
employee or agent furnished by any party be construed to be an employee or agent of the other party.
Inclusion  on  the  official  towers  list  shall  not  be  construed  or  considered  as  a  joint  venture,
partnership, association, contract of employment or profit-sharing agreement.

E. The City shall not be liable or responsible for compensating the official towers for any of the services
performed under this chapter unless those services are performed for City vehicles or as provided in
§ 159-7E. All other compensation shall be the responsibility of the owner of the towed motor vehicle
and the official tower shall proceed directly against the owner.

F. The official tower shall, at all times, be solely responsible for the conduct of its employees.

G. All complaints and disputes arising from the towing and storage of motor vehicles required by the
City without the consent of the owner must be directed to the City Council City Manager and Police
Department.

Section 7:
Chapter 159, Section 12 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§     159-12 Enforcement agency; complaints; license suspensions   or revocation of license  .   
A. The Hackensack Police Department shall be the enforcement agency. The enforcement agency shall

have  the  authority  to  hear  complaints  against  any  official  tower  whether  brought  by  City
representatives, the public and/or other official towers.

B. In the event that a complaint (of a noncriminal nature) is received by the City, involving the improper
or unsatisfactory performance of services by an official  tower, excessive charges or damage to a
motor vehicle while in the custody of the tower, the enforcement agency shall give written notice of
said complaint,  by certified mail,  return receipt requested to the official  tower against  whom the

06/09/2020  8

https://www.ecode360.com/13166941#10194245
https://www.ecode360.com/13166941#10194245
https://www.ecode360.com/31985110#31985110


complaint is made. The official tower shall make may provide a written response to such complaint
within five calendar days from receipt of the written notice.

C. The  enforcement  agency after  reviewing  the  complaint  and  any  written  response  shall  have  the
authority to suspend the official tower's license until the next rotation for a period not to exceed 180
days.  Any contestation of such action by the enforcement agency shall be made by way of written
appeal to the City Council within that must be submitted to the City Clerk within 14 calendar days of
the notice of said suspension. The Upon receipt of an appeal, the City Council shall then conduct a
public hearing regarding the appeal of the suspension at the next public Council meeting or within 30
calendar days of the tower's notice of appeal as soon as practicable. Except as set forth in §     159-12G  ,  
a  license suspension shall  not  become effective until  the  time to appeal  to the City Council  has
expired, or the City Council renders a decision on the appeal.

D. Upon expiration of the time to appeal to the City Council, or the City Council following the hearing  
If, after considering the matter and the findings by the enforcement agency, the City Council shall
determine determines that there is good and sufficient cause for revocation suspension of the official
tower's license, the tower shall surrender said license to the City Clerk within one calendar the next
following business day, which shall be deemed to be the first day of the suspension imposed.

E. Failure to surrender the license upon revocation suspension shall constitute a violation of this chapter,
subject to all legal action available to the City, including permanent removal from the official towers
list revocation of the official tower’s license.

F. Nothing contained herein shall prevent or limit the right of any person to commence or maintain an
action for damages or any other  relief  directly against  an official  tower  in a court  of  competent
jurisdiction.

G. In the event the enforcement agency determines that an official tower is not in compliance with the  
minimum  standards  of  performance  established  in  §     159-6  ,  the  official  tower’s  license  may  be  
immediately  suspended  without  a  hearing  until  such  time  as  the  deficiency  is  remedied.   The
enforcement agency shall provide written notice to the official tower of such suspension as soon as
practicable, including the specific deficiency or deficiencies requiring correction. The official tower
shall have the opportunity to present a response to the enforcement agency within one (1) business
day after receiving the written notice.  Upon correction of the deficiency, the official tower’s license
shall  be  immediately restored to  active status.  The foregoing shall  not  preclude the enforcement
agency from seeking an additional license suspension as a result of the deficiency pursuant to the
procedures set forth in §     159-12  , so long as the total period of suspension does not exceed 180 days,  
or seeking revocation of the official tower’s license pursuant to the procedures set forth in §     159-5  .

Section 8:
Chapter 159, Section 13 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions by
underline, deletions by strikethrough]:

§ 159-13 Violations and penalties.

A. In  addition  to  any  suspension  or  revocation  of  license,  a  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the
provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the following, at the discretion of the Municipal Court:

(1) First offense: not less than $1,000 and not more than $2,500, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or any
combination of thereof.

(2) Second offense: not less than $2,500 and not more than $5,000, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or
any combination of thereof.

(3) Third offense: not less than $5,000 and not more than $10,000, or up to 30 days' imprisonment, or any
combination of thereof.

(4) All other subsequent offenses shall result in a minimum penalty of $5,000, not more than $10,000, or
up to 90 days' imprisonment, or any combination of thereof.
The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  chapter  to  be  imposed by  the  Municipal  Court  shall  be  a
minimum fine of $100 and a maximum fine of $2,000, and/or up to 90 days’ imprisonment, and/or a
period of community service not exceeding 90 days. Any person convicted of any violation of this
chapter within one year of the date of a previous violation,  and who was fined for the previous
violation, shall be subject to an additional fine as a repeat offender of at least $100, but not to exceed
$2,000.  

B. Each violation of any of the provisions of this chapter and each day the same is violated shall be
deemed and taken to be a separate and distinct offense; and.
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C. The imposition of a fine, or imprisonment, or both, community service for a violation of this chapter
of the Code shall not be deemed to be in lieu of any other provision therein providing for preclude the
City from revocation or suspension taking action to suspend or revoke of any license or permit issued
thereunder  for  the  provision  of  official  towing  services,  pursuant  to  the  procedures  established
elsewhere in this chapter. Any determination by the Municipal Court with respect to a violation of
this chapter shall not be binding on proceedings for the revocation or suspension of an official tower’s
license or permit.

D. In addition to the fine provided above, a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be
cause for revocation of the official tower's license.

E. In the event that two or more complaints are pending for over 30 days in Municipal Court, then the
enforcement agency may suspend the official tower's license, after a hearing and decision by the
enforcement agency.

Section 9:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance
are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being the legislative
intent  that  all  ordinances  or  part  of  ordinances  now existing  or  in  effect  unless  the  same being  conflict  or
inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 

Section 10:
Severability.   The provisions  of  this  Ordinance  are  declared  to  be  severable  and if  any section,  subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses
and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remain in effect; it being the legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand
notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

Section 11:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though codified and fully
set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official copies of the
Code.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney are authorized and directed to change any Chapter, Article and/or
Section number of the Code of the City of Hackensack in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals
that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible
accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed. 

Section 12:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, and publication in the manner prescribed by law.
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d

Von 
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims  X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 206-20

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 25-2020, AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE

OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “CLAIMS,” TO
MANDATE DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR MUNICIPAL

EMPLOYEES PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 52:14-15F

BE IT RESOLVED  that the above ordinance, being Ordinance 25-2020 as
introduced,  does  now  pass  on  first  reading  and  that  said  Ordinance  shall  be
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considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on June 23, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached at the regular meeting place of
the City Council and at such time and place all persons interested be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance and that the City Clerk be and
she is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law
with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and
place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 25-2020

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “CLAIMS,” TO MANDATE

DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES PURSUANT
TO N.J.S.A. 52:14-15F

WHEREAS, P.L. 2013, c. 28, authorizes local governments to mandate direct deposit for certain
governmental employees effective after July 1, 2014; and,

WHEREAS, P.L. 2013 c. 28 permits local governing bodies to grant exemptions on such terms
and conditions as deemed necessary; and,  

WHEREAS, based upon the recommendation of the Chief Financial Officer, the City Council
believes it is appropriate and necessary to mandate direct deposit for its full-time employees and it is in
the best interest of the City to take this action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 13 of Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended to add a new  §13-11  to read as
follows:

§13-11 Mandatory direct deposit for full-time and permanent part-time employees.

A. All full-time employees, permanent part-time employees and elected public officials who
receive compensation from the City of Hackensack are mandated to have direct deposit
of their compensation as of July 1, 2019 in accordance with P.L. 2013, c. 28, as defined
under N.J.S.A. 52:14-15f(b).

B.  Seasonal and temporary employees who are employed by the City of Hackensack are
exempt  from  the  direct  deposit  mandate,  provided,  however,  that  once  a  temporary
employee receives permanent status, direct deposit will immediately commence.

C.  City employees may request an exemption from mandatory direct deposit by submitting
a written request to the City Manager. Any such request received will be presented by the
City  Manager  to  the  City  Council  within  two  (2)  meetings  following  receipt  of  the
request. The City Council may grant such an exemption by Resolution provided that it
has determined, in its sole discretion, that sufficient good cause exists for the exemption
to be granted.

Section 2:
All other provisions of Chapter 13 of the Code of the City of Hackensack shall remain unchanged.

Section 3:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being
the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the same
being conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 
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Section 4:
Severability.   The  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  are  declared  to  be  severable  and  if  any  section,
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by
a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remain in effect; it being the
legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

Section 5:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though codified
and fully set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the
official copies of the Code.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney are authorized and directed to change
any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the City of Hackensack in the event that the
codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code,
and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to
be repealed. 

Section 6:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, and publication in the manner prescribed by
law.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Recuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg   X      
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino  X    X      
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 207-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX REFUNDS FOR TAX EXEMPT, 
PAID IN ERROR AND DUPLICATE PAYMENTS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the proper 
officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the reasons 
stated:

AMOUNT      BLOCK   LOT        NAME                     YEAR          REASON
                                                                                PROP LOC

$46,705.00   Multiple block and lots     County of Bergen               2020            Tax Exempt
                                            One Bergen County Plaza, 4th Floor          See Worksheet attached
                                                         Hackensack, NJ 07601

$13,891.00   Multiple block and lots    Corelogic Tax Service        2020        Duplicate Payments
                                                                    PO Box 9202                 See Worksheet attached
                                                               Coppell, TX 75019

$16,494.08         315        26      Federal National Mort. Assoc      2019            Paid in Error
                                                          For 265 Main St Corp                 265 Main St
                                                      7875 NW 12th St Ste 108                             
                                                                Doral, FL 33126
                                                   

$4,124.00          315        26      Federal National Mort. Assoc       2020            Paid in Error
                                                           For 265 Main St Corp                             265 Main St
                                                      7875 NW 12th St Ste 108                             
                                                                Doral, FL 33126

$1,309.00         351    113 C0008            Lereta LLC                     2020      Duplicate Payment
                                                         For Waite, Gregory                                451 Heath Pl #8
                                                       1123 Park View Drive
                                                            Covina, CA 91724
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Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 208-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE NON-REAPPOINTMENT 
OF SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS

WHEREAS, On May 4, 2020, Governor Murphy effectuated the physical closure of 
schools for the 2019/2020 academic school year; and

WHEREAS, a result of such closure, the services of Hackensack’s School Crossing 
Guards were no longer required; and

WHEREAS, despite such closures, and in appreciation of the services rendered by 
Hackensack’s School Crossing Guards, the City has maintained its School Crossing Guards 
on pay status; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined to continue to maintain the School Crossing 
Guards on pay status through the last day of school on June 24, 2020; and

WHEREAS, pending further guidance from the State of New Jersey as to the future 
physical reopening of schools and the need for School Crossing Guard services, the City 
wishes, by adoption of this resolution, to confirm that the Hackensack School Crossing 
Guards will not be reappointed to an additional term of appointment for the ensuing 
2020/2021 academic school year, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-154.1.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of
Hackensack, by adoption of this resolution hereby authorizes and affirms the following:

1. Hackensack School Crossing Guards shall remain on pay status through and
including the last day of the academic school year, June 24, 2020.

2. Pending future action of the City Council, including adoption of a resolution of
appointment, no Hackensack School Crossing Guards are reappointed for the period from
and after June 24, 2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the City Manager, the City Attorney, the Chief
Financial Officer, and the City Labor Counsel are authorized to take all appropriate actions
so as to implement this Resolution.
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Mayor      X      
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Labrosse

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 209-20

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT EXTENSION TO COVANTA
SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS, LLC FOR SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  required  the  services  of  a  facility  to
accept and dispose of its solid waste; and

WHEREAS, the City solicited bid proposals for up to five years and opened
said bid proposals on March 21, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the City awarded a three-year contract to the lowest responsible
respondent – Covanta Sustainable Solutions, LLC; and

WHEREAS,  under the provisions of  N.J.S.A.  40A:11-4.2,  contracts may be
awarded for a period of up to five (5) years; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to retain this vendor at the bid costs proposed
for Years 4 & 5 in the original bid proposal.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Covanta Sustainable Solutions, LLC of 445 South St., Morristown, NJ 07960 is
hereby awarded a contract extension for solid waste disposal at a cost of
$70.44 per ton for Year 4, and $$71.44 per ton for Year 5, inclusive of all
taxes in accordance with the specifications advertised thereof.  

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation in budget account 0-01-26-305-307-29P to fund the purchases
authorized in this resolution as an express and mandatory condition of the
award of this contract. 

3. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the contract documents
necessary to effectuate the award of this contract. The City Attorney shall
review any and all contractual documents prepared in furtherance of this
award.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 210-20

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES TO
NEGLIA ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR THE

BERGEN COUNTY ADA CURB RAMP COMPLIANCE AID PROGRAM
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WHEREAS,  the City  of  Hackensack requires  engineering  services  for  the
design  of  the  ADA  curb  ramps  to  be  included  in  the  City’s  Shared  Service
Agreement  with  Bergen  County  under  the  Bergen  County  ADA  Curb  Ramp
Compliance Aid Program; and

WHEREAS,  the City solicited Requests for Proposals regarding engineering
services for said project; and

WHEREAS,  it  was  determined  that  the  proposal  received  from  Neglia
Engineering is the most advantageous to the City based on cost, expertise in this
field and vast experience and specific prior knowledge of this particular project.   

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City

of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Neglia  Engineering  Associates  of  34  Park  Ave.,  Lyndhurst,  NJ  07071  is
hereby awarded a contract in  an amount not  to exceed $41,440 for  the
engineering  services  related  to  the  Bergen  County  ADA  Curb  Ramp
Compliance Aid Program, in accordance with the proposal attached thereof. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation  to  fund  the  purchases  authorized  in  this  resolution  as  an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is 0-01-20-165-165-214.

4. The  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 211-20

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, IN THE COUNTY OF
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER

DETAILS OF ITS “NOTE RELATING TO THE WATER BANK
CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY
INFRASTRUCTURE BANK”, TO BE ISSUED IN THE PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF UP TO $8,000,000, AND PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SUCH NOTE TO THE NEW JERSEY

INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION
AND DELIVERY OF SUCH NOTE BY THE CITY OF HACKENSACK IN

FAVOR OF THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, ALL
PURSUANT TO THE WATER BANK CONSTRUCTION FINANCING

PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK.
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WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  (the  “Local  Unit”),  in  the  County  of
Bergen, New Jersey, has determined that there exists a need within the Local Unit
to,  as applicable,  acquire,  construct,  renovate or install  a project  consisting of,
among  other  things,  Main  Street  combined  sewer  separation  project  (the
“Project”), and it is the desire of the Local Unit to obtain financing for such Project
through participation in the environmental infrastructure financing program (the
“New Jersey Water Bank”) of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank (the “I-Bank”);

WHEREAS,  the  Local  Unit  has  determined  to  temporarily  finance,  as
applicable, the acquisition, construction, renovation or installation of the Project
prior to the closing with respect to the New Jersey Water Bank, and to undertake
such temporary financing with the proceeds of a short-term loan to be made by
the I-Bank (the “Construction Loan”) to the Local Unit, pursuant to the Water Bank
Construction  Financing  Program  of  the  I-Bank  (the  “Construction  Financing
Program”);

WHEREAS, in order to (i) evidence and secure the repayment obligation of
the Local Unit to the I-Bank with respect to the Construction Loan and (ii) satisfy
the requirements of  the Construction Financing Program, it  is  the desire of  the
Local Unit to issue and sell to the I-Bank the “Note Relating to the Water Bank
Construction  Financing  Program  of  the  New  Jersey  Infrastructure  Bank”  in  an
aggregate principal amount of up to $8,000,000 (the “Note”);

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Local Unit to authorize, execute, attest and
deliver the Note to the I-Bank pursuant to the terms of the Local Bond Law of the
State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the Revised Statutes of
the State of New Jersey (the “Local Bond Law”), and other applicable law; and

WHEREAS, Section 28 of the Local Bond Law allows for the sale of the Note
to the I-Bank, without any public offering, and N.J.S.A. 58:11B-9 allows for the sale
of  the Note to the I-Bank without  any public  offering,  all  under the terms and
conditions set forth therein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Local
Unit as follows:

Section 1. In accordance with Section 28 of the Local Bond Law and N.J.S.A.
58:11B-9, the Local Unit hereby authorizes the issuance, sale and award of the
Note in accordance with the provisions hereof.  The obligation represented by the
Note has been appropriated and authorized by bond ordinance number 50-2019 of
the Local Unit, which bond ordinance is entitled “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE CITY’S MAIN STREET COMBINED SEWER SEPARATION PROJECT, BY AND IN
THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
APPROPRIATING  $6,500,000  THEREFOR  AND  AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF
$6,500,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE CITY TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREOF” and
was finally adopted by the Local Unit at a meeting duly called and held on October
29, 2019 and as amended and supplemented by bond ordinance number 14-2020
of the Local Unit, which bond ordinance is entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 50-2019, FINALLY ADOPTED BY
THE CITY CUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE
OF  NEW  JERSEY  ON  OCTOBER  29,  2019  AND  ENTITLED  ‘BOND  ORDINANCE
PROVIDING  FOR  THE  CITY’S  MAIN  STREET  COMBINED  SEWER  SEPARATION
PROJECT,  BY  AND IN  THE CITY  OF  HACKENSACK,  IN  THE COUNTY OF BERGEN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $6,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE OF $6,500,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE CITY TO FINANCE THE
COSTS  THEREOF’,  TO  INCREASE  THE  TOTAL  APPROPRIATION  THEREIN  TO
$8,000,000,  TO  INCREASE  THE  TOTAL  DEBT  AUTHORIZATION  THEREIN  TO
$8,000,000 AND TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT OTHER PROVISIONS THEREIN”, and
was finally adopted by the Local Unit at a meeting duly called and held on March
10, 2020, at which time a quorum was present and acted throughout, all pursuant
to the terms of the Local Bond Law and other applicable law.

Section 2. The Chief Financial Officer of the Local Unit (the “Chief Financial
Officer”) is hereby authorized to determine, in accordance with the Local Bond Law
and pursuant to the terms and conditions hereof, (i) the final principal amount of
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the Note (subject to the maximum limitation set forth in Section 4(a) hereof), and
(ii) the dated date of the Note.

Section 3. Any determination made by the Chief Financial Officer pursuant
to  the  terms  hereof  shall  be  conclusively  evidenced  by  the  execution  and
attestation of the Note by the parties authorized pursuant to Section 4(h) hereof.

Section 4. The Local Unit hereby determines that certain terms of the Note
shall be as follows:

(a) the principal amount of the Note to be issued shall be an amount up to
$8,000,000;

(b) the maturity of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank;
(c) the interest rate of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank;
(d) the purchase price for the Note shall be par; 
(e) the Note shall be subject to prepayment prior to its stated maturity in

accordance with the terms and conditions of the Note;
(f) the  Note  shall  be  issued  in  a  single  denomination  and  shall  be

numbered “NJWB-CFP-2020-01;
(g) the Note shall be issued in fully registered form and shall be payable to

the registered owner thereof as to both principal and interest in lawful
money of the United States of America; and

(h) the Note shall be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures of
the Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer under official seal or facsimile
thereof affixed, printed, engraved or reproduced thereon and attested
by the manual signature of the Local Unit Clerk.

Section 5. The Note shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as
Exhibit A.

Section 6. The  law  firm  of  Wilentz,  Goldman  &  Spitzer,  P.A.  is  hereby
authorized to arrange for the printing of the Note, which law firm may authorize
McCarter & English, LLP, bond counsel to the I-Bank for the Construction Financing
Program, to arrange for same.  

Section 7. The  Authorized  Officers  of  the  Local  Unit  are  hereby  further
severally authorized to (i) execute and deliver, and the Local Unit Clerk is hereby
further authorized to attest to such execution and to affix the corporate seal of the
Local Unit to, any document, instrument or closing certificate deemed necessary,
desirable  or  convenient  by  the  Authorized  Officers  of  the  Local  Unit,  in  their
respective sole discretion, after consultation with counsel and any advisors to the
Local Unit and after further consultation with the I-Bank and its representatives,
agents, counsel and advisors, to be executed in connection with the issuance and
sale  of  the  Note  and  the  participation  of  the  Local  Unit  in  the  Construction
Financing Program, which determination shall  be conclusively evidenced by the
execution  of  each  such  certificate  or  other  document  by  the  party  authorized
hereunder to execute such certificate or other document, and (ii)  perform such
other actions as the Authorized Officers deem necessary, desirable or convenient
in relation to the execution and delivery of the Note and the participation of the
Local Unit in the Construction Financing Program.

Section 8. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
Section 9. Upon  the  adoption  hereof,  the  Local  Unit  Clerk  shall  forward

certified  copies  of  this  resolution  to  Lisa  A.  Gorab,  Esq.,  Wilentz,  Goldman  &
Spitzer, P.A., bond counsel to the Local Unit, David Zimmer, Executive Director of
the I-Bank, and Richard T. Nolan, Esq., McCarter & English, LLP, bond counsel to
the I-Bank.
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Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse          X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 212-20

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HACKENSACK AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION
ENTITLED DESCHAMPS V. MELBER, ET AL., PENDING IN THE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY, DOCKET NO. BER-L-901-19

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack (“City”) along with one of its employees
are defendants in a lawsuit entitled  Deschamps v. Melber, et al., pending in the
Superior  Court  of  New  Jersey,  Docket  No.  BER-L-901-19 (“Lawsuit”),  filed  by
Plaintiff Jose Deschamps (“Plaintiff”); and,

WHEREAS, Plaintiff has asserted claims in the Lawsuit relating to personal
injuries allegedly sustained as a result of an automobile accident involving a City
vehicle, the City has denied liability for same, and the matter remains pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey; and, 

WHEREAS, the claims adjusters and the defense attorneys for the City have
negotiated  and  along  with  the  City  Attorney  have  recommended  an  amicable
resolution  and settlement of  Plaintiff’s  claims,  including Plaintiff’s  release of  all
claims against the City and related defendants; and, 

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of avoiding the cost and expense of further
litigation; and,

WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  desires  to  approve  and  enter  a  General
Settlement and Release (“Agreement”); and,

WHEREAS, the settlement is not an admission of fault or wrongdoing by the
City,  but it  is  proposed to fully resolve all  disputed claims between the parties
without  the  cost  and expense of  a  trial  and potential  exposure  to  the  City  to
significant legal fees, costs, and a potential award for damages; and,

WHEREAS, the settlement amount to be funded by the City is not to exceed
ninety-five thousand dollars ($95,000), and the Chief Financial Officer certifies that
there are sufficient and legally appropriated funds available in furtherance of this
resolution in account number 0-01-23-220-220-211. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of
Hackensack, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full.

2. The City Council of the City of Hackensack finds and determines that it is in
the best interests of the City to accept the recommendation of its claims
adjusters, defense attorneys, and City Attorney and settle the Lawsuit.

3. The  settlement  of  the  Lawsuit  is  hereby  approved  and  accepted  in
satisfaction of all claims, subject to such additions, deletions, modifications
or amendments deemed necessary by the Deputy Mayor or  City Manager in
their  discretion  in  consultation  with  counsel,  which  additions,  deletions,
modifications  or  amendments  do  not  alter  the  substantive  rights  and
obligations  of  the  parties  thereto.  The  City  is  authorized  to  execute  the
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Agreement  and  to  take  all  other  necessary  and  appropriate  action  to
effectuate the Agreement.

4. The  City  Manager,  City  Attorney,  and  the  City’s  defense  attorneys  are
authorized  and  directed  to  take  all  necessary  and  appropriate  action  to
effectuate the settlement.

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

CITY OF
HACKENSACK

                                                                   RESOLUTION NO. 213-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the bills in the
following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

Current Fund $   807,580.07
Grants                 0.00
Payroll   3,364,113.72
Public Parking System          3,114.91
Capital               690,456.90
 Escrow        53,822.80
Trust Account      108,086.89

                    Total Expenditures    5,027,175.29 
Interfunds/Transfers  $ 263,559.00
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Rudenborg X  
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Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 214-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HEALTH DEPARTMENT REFUND FOR HEALTH
BUSINESS LICENSE DUPLICATE PAYMENT 
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the 
proper officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the 
reasons stated:

Karen E. Scott
907 Partridge Road
Newton, New Jersey  07860              

Amount:  $15.00 Payment collected at the Hackensack Health Department in
error for one (1) Birth Certificate, receipt #134815 dated January 6, 2020.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 215-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ENDORSEMENT OF PROPOSED BERGEN
COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 2020

WHEREAS, Bergen  County  Community  Development  Grants  have  been
proposed by the following organizations located in the municipality of Hackensack,
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, pursuant  to  the  State  Inter-local  Services  Act,  Community
Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by
the Mayor and City Council; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the
municipality  and  is  intended  solely  to  expedite  expenditure  of  the  aforesaid
Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of
the City of Hackensack hereby confirms endorsement of the following projects; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to
the  Director  of  the  Bergen  County  Community  Development  Program  so  that
implementation of the aforesaid projects may be expedited.

APPLICANT PURPOSE                              AMOUNT 

Advance Housing, Inc. Preservation of Permanent $30,000
Supportive Housing 
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Mayor 
Canestrino
Deputy 
Mayor Sims    X  X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 216-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCRUED TIME PAYOUT
OF $34,934.88 TO DIANE LOMIA              

WHEREAS,  N.J.A.C.  5:30-15  established  rules  that  govern  how  local
government  units  manage and finance compensation  for  accumulated absence
time for their respective employees, and

WHEREAS,  accumulated  absence includes  any  sick  days,  vacation  days,
personal days, compensatory time or any other absence time authorized as part of
an employer agreement, which is not used by the employee during the allowed
period  and  which  is  permitted  to  accumulate  over  time  to  the  benefit  of  the
employee, and 

WHEREAS,  the  Chief  Financial  Officer  has  certified  that  the  funds  and
authority  exist  to  pay  Diane  Lomia  owed  sick  days,  vacation  days  and
compensatory time; and 

WHEREAS,  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  has  authorized  the  payment  of
$34,934.88 to Diane Lomia for said time.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack hereby approves payment to  Diane Lomia in the amount of
$34,934.88  for  an  accrued  time  payout  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and
regulations established by the Local Finance Board for such payments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chief Financial Officer certifies that there
are funds available in the furtherance of this resolution to be located in budget
account 0-01-30-415-416-119. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 217-20

AUTHORIZATION FOR ACCRUED TIME PAYOUT OF $53,304.82
TO DPW SUPERVISOR ROGER PETROCELLI              
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WHEREAS,  N.J.A.C.  5:30-15  established  rules  that  govern  how  local
government  units  manage and finance compensation  for  accumulated absence
time for their respective employees, and

WHEREAS,  accumulated  absence includes  any  sick  days,  vacation  days,
personal days, compensatory time or any other absence time authorized as part of
an employer agreement, which is not used by the employee during the allowed
period  and  which  is  permitted  to  accumulate  over  time  to  the  benefit  of  the
employee, and 

WHEREAS,  the  Chief  Financial  Officer  has  certified  that  the  funds  and
authority exist to pay Roger Petrocelli owed sick days and vacation days; and 

WHEREAS,  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  has  authorized  the  payment  of
$53,304.82 to Roger Petrocelli for said time.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack hereby approves payment to Roger Petrocelli in the amount
of  $53,304.82  for  an  accrued  time  payout  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and
regulations established by the Local Finance Board for such payments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chief Financial Officer certifies that there
are funds available in the furtherance of this resolution to be located in budget
account 0-01-30-415-416-119. 
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Mayor 
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Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 218-20

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID CONTRACT FOR
 2020 SUMMER FOOD GRANT PROGRAM TO NU-WAY CONCESSIONAIRES

    
WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack advertised and received  bids  for  the

2020 Summer Food Grant Program run by the Food and Nutrition Services Division
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture; and 

WHEREAS, one (1) bid was received and opened on June 2, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack wish to award
this contract to the lowest responsible bidder.   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Nu-Way  Concessionaires  of  339-345  Bergen  Ave.,  Kearny,  NJ  07032  is
hereby awarded a contract in the amount not to exceed $85,962.96 for the
2020 Summer Food Grant Program in the City of Hackensack in accordance
with the specifications advertised thereof. 
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2. A Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation in budget account G-02-16-906-000-000 to fund the purchases
authorized in this resolution as an express and mandatory condition of the
award of this contract. 

3. The  City  Clerk  and  Mayor  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 219-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF REQUESTS
FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO

THE CITY OF HACKENSACK

WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-1et seq., commonly known as the

“State Pay to Play” Law, enacted by the New Jersey State Legislature became effective;

and,

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5,  a  municipality  may  not  award  a

contract  with  a  value  in  excess  of  $17,500.00 to  a  business  entity  that  has  made a

contribution within one year of the date the contract is to be awarded that is reportable by

the recipient  under P.L.  1973,  c.83  (C.19:44A-1 et  seq.)  to  a municipal  political  party

committee in that municipality if a member of that party is serving in elective public office

when such  contract  is  awarded or  to  any  candidate  committee  of  any  person  who is

serving in an elective public office of the municipality when such contract is awarded,

unless  the  contract  is  awarded  under  a  “fair  and  open  process”  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A.

19:44A-20.5; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.7, a “fair and open process” means, at

minimum, that the Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”) shall be: (1) publicly advertised in

newspapers or on the Internet website maintained by the municipality in sufficient time to

give notice in advance of the contract;  (2) awarded under a process that provides for

public solicitation of proposals or qualifications and awarded and disclosed under criteria
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established  in  writing  by  the  municipality  prior  to  the  solicitation  of  proposals  or

qualifications; and (3) publicly opened and announced when awarded; and 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the City of Hackensack (“City”) to engage

various professionals and extraordinary unspecifiable service providers; and

WHEREAS, the  City  of  Hackensack  desires  to  appoint  such  professionals  and

extraordinary unspecifiable service providers by a “fair and open process” pursuant to

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  LET  IT  BE  RESOLVED,  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of

Hackensack, that RFQs for the following professional services are hereby authorized:

1. City Attorney; 

2. City Prosecutor;

3. Alternate City Prosecutor;

4. Public Defender/Conflict Public Defender; 

5. Labor Attorney; 

6. Bond Counsel; 

7. Tax Appeal Attorney; 

8. Tax Appeal Appraiser;

9. General Municipal Engineer; 

10. Consulting Traffic Engineer;

11. Consulting Environmental Engineer;

12. Municipal Auditor / Financial Management Services; 

13. Redevelopment Attorney; 

14. Affordable Housing Counsel; 

15. City Planner / Architect

16. Special Litigation Counsel; and 

17. Other professional services and extraordinary unspecifiable services as the

Council  may  deem  appropriate  to  award  pursuant  to  a  “fair  and  open

process.” 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the professional services and

extraordinary  unspecifiable  services  as  set  forth  hereinabove  shall  be  prepared  and

published in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and all submissions in response

shall  be  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  the  most  advantageous  submission,  all  factors

considered, including, but not limited to: 
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1. Experience and reputation in the field; 

2. Knowledge of the subject matter to be addressed under the contract; 

3. Availability  to  accommodate  any  required  meetings  of  the  City  or  City

Agency;  

4. Any other factors demonstrated to be in the best interest of the City or City

Agency. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is directed to publish notice of the

RFQs for the professional services and extraordinary unspecifiable services enumerated

above, in The Record and on the City website with a prominent link on the home page of

the City’s website by June 10, 2020. The notice of RFQs shall include the following: 

1. A  description  of  the  requested  professional  or  extraordinary  unspecifiable

service for which the RFQ is made; 

2. A statement that Qualifications must be submitted by 10:00 a.m. on July 8,

2020; 

3. A statement that the RFQs are being made by the City; 

4. The address and phone number of the City Clerk’s office and a statement that

applicants  may  obtain  the  RFQ  document  from  the  Clerk’s  office  if  they

cannot obtain the RFQ documents from the City’s internet website; 

5. A statement that the RFQ is being made through a fair and open process in

accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Attorney is authorized to effectuate the

drafting of the RFQs, which shall include the evaluation criteria hereinabove stated. 
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Mayor Sims

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 220-20

RESOLUTION DECLARING RACISM A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

WHEREAS,  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  has  a
demonstrated track record of promoting racial equity, inclusion and diversity in
all aspects of its municipal government; and

WHEREAS, racism is a social system with multiple dimensions; individual
racism that is internalized or interpersonal; systematic racism that is institutional
or  structural,  and is  a system of  structuring  opportunity  and assigning value
based on the social interpretation of how one looks; and 

WHEREAS,  racism  unfairly  disadvantages  specific  individuals  and
communities,  while  unfairly  giving  advantages  to  other  individuals  and
communities, and saps the strength of the whole society through the waste of
human resources,  and the City of  Hackensack’s collective prosperity  depends
upon the equitable access to opportunity for every resident regardless of the
color of their skin; and 

WHEREAS,  racism  cause  persistent  discrimination  and  disparate
outcomes in many areas of life, including housing, education, employment and
criminal  justice;  and an emerging body of research demonstrates that racism
itself is a social determinant of health; and 

WHEREAS, communities of color, working class residents, and those that
suffer from disabilities, are more likely to experience poor health outcomes as a
consequence of their social determinants of health – health inequities stemming
from economic stability,  education,  physical  environment,  food and access to
health care systems; and 

WHEREAS,  a contemporary example of such disparity is highlighted by
the coronavirus data in the United States, which shows that African-American
COVID-19 related deaths in the U.S. have occurred at more than twice the level
of COVID-19 related deaths of Caucasian patients. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack that the City of Hackensack does hereby declare racism to be
a public health crisis, and that the Mayor and Council shall also: 

1. Promote equity through all policies approved by the Mayor and Council.
2. Enhance educational efforts aimed at understanding, addressing, and

dismantling racism and how it affects the delivery of human and social
services, economic development and public safety.  

3. Continue to advocate locally and through the New Jersey State League
of  Municipalities,  New  Jersey  Conference  of  Mayors  and  all  other
appropriate  associates  for  relevant  policies  that  improve  health  in
communities of color. 

4. Support local, state, regional, and federal initiatives that advance efforts
to dismantle systemic racism.

5. Further  work  to  solidify  alliances  and  partnerships  with  other
organizations  that are confronting racism and encourage other  local,
state,  regional,  and national  entities  to recognize  racism as a public
health crisis. 

6. Support  community  efforts  to  amplify  issues  of  racism  and  engage
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actively and authentically with communities of color wherever they live.
7.  Promote and support policies that prioritize the health of all people,

especially people of color by mitigating exposure to adverse childhood
experiences.

8. Encourage  racial  equity  training  among  all  community  partners,
vendors, and contractors.

9. Call up Bergen County Executive Tedesco and the Bergen County Board
of Chosen Freeholders to declare racism as a public health crisis and to
enact equity in all policies in the County of Bergen.

10. Call  upon  Governor  Murphy,  State  Senate  President  Sweeney,  and
State Assembly  Speaker  Coughlin  to also declare racism as a public
health  crisis  and  to  enact  equity  in  all  policies  of  the  State  of  New
Jersey; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to
Governor Murphy, Senate President Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Coughlin, Senator
Weinberg,  Assemblywoman  Huttle,  Assemblyman  Johnson  and  Bergen  County
Executive Tedesco, for their review and potential action. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 221-20

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY

WHEREAS, the  purpose  of  this  Resolution  is  to  recognize  National  Gun
Violence Awareness Day and to commit to prevent gun violence; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Resolution is to:
1. Express condolences and support for victims of gun violence and 

their families,
2. Express  support  for  law  enforcement  officers  and  other  first  

responders  who protect  our  community  and whose lives  are put  at
greater risk due to the proliferation of illegal firearms,

3. Express support for local government buyback programs,
4. Express its firm belief that solutions to end gun violence must be multi-

faceted and include consideration  of  everything from mental  health
issues to violent “entertainment” to firearm availability, 

5. Call  on  National,  State,  and  Local  Community  Leaders  to  work
together,  in  a  spirit  of  cooperation,  to  find  solutions  to  end  gun
violence, particularly as it affects children,

6. Call on members of the City of Hackensack to engage each other in a
civil,  reasonable, productive discussion on ways we can prevent gun
violence in our community; and

WHEREAS, the United States Center for Disease Control estimated that over
30,000 Americans are killed with firearms every year; and 
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WHEREAS,  the  Brady  Campaign  to  Prevent  Gun Violence estimates  that
nearly 2,700 children die each year due to gun violence; and

WHEREAS, June  2,  2020,  would  have  been  the  23rd birthday  of  Hadiya
Pendleton,  a  teenager  who  marched  in  President  Obama’s  second  inaugural
parade in 2013 and was tragically shot and killed just a week later; and

WHEREAS, to  help  honor  Hadiya,  and  the  many  other  victims  of  gun
violence, a national coalition of organizations has designated June 5, 2020 as the
Sixth Annual National Gun Violence Awareness Day; and

WHEREAS, the idea was inspired by a group of Hadiya’s friends, who asked
their classmates to commemorate her life by wearing orange.  They chose this
color because hunters wear orange to announce themselves to other hunters when
out in the woods and orange is a color that symbolizes the value of human life; and

WHEREAS, anyone can join this campaign by pledging to Wear Orange on
June 5, 2020 to help raise awareness about gun violence; and

WHEREAS,  by  wearing  orange  on  June  5,  2020,  Americans  will  raise
awareness about gun violence and honor the lives and lost human potential of
Americans stolen by gun violence.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  the Mayor and City Council of the
City of Hackensack, do hereby recognize June 5, 2020 as National Gun Violence
Awareness Day; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to
President  Trump,  Vice  President  Pence,  Senator  Menendez,  Senator  Booker,
Governor Murphy, State Senator Weinberg, Congressman Josh Gottheimer, County
Executive  Tedesco,  Bergen  County  Freeholders,  the  municipalities  of  Bergen
County, and the New Jersey League of Municipalities 

Public Comment

A  motion  to  open  the  meeting  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Carolyn Davis – Hackensack – Good Evening.  The Emancipation Proclamation, 13th

Amendment,  14th Amendment,  15th Amendment,  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  Law
Divine Acts of 1965, Brown verses Board of Education, Fair Housing Act of 1968
and we are still  making proclamations.  Proclamations are not enough.  I  don’t
know what you meant by public health crisis.  The Bible we read is words on paper.
Its effectiveness is based on the actions of the words produced.  It is not enough to
read the Bible;  you have to act  on it  and demonstrate.   Here it  is,  2020,  and
another proclamation after the unnecessary brutal death of an African American
male  at  the  hands  of  corrupt  police.   We  realize  all  police  are  not  corrupt
unfortunately that did not help the African American men, women, and children
who have died at the hands of police.  I have asked for a Community Advisory
Committee for the last year from the City Council.  It is not enough to have words
on paper, it’s a proclamation regarding the rights of the LGBT community but last
year, Mayor Labrosse, when a conflict came up about a BOE member making very
hateful comments in an email regarding the LGBT community, you stated publicly
that you backed what she said, she had the right to say what she said, and how
can we let this affect our children, they are too young.  I believe you made that
statement not really understanding what it was all about. It is not enough to have
it on paper.  Talk to some people. Have a conversation with those who passed this
bill, those who wanted to pass the LGBTQ education and find out what it is about
after last year’s statement.  If I was LGBTQ, I would be suspicious right now.  Last
year that was not the response.  My other thing is a public ad hoc committee.  We
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as a people are tired.  Sometimes God uses a person no one would have ever
consider to arouse the consciousness of men.  George Floyd was somebody that
nobody probably thought a lot of, but in his death, it aroused a consciousness of
men. It cannot stop.  I am speaking for myself as well as for the Work Group and
we will continue to stand up for those who cannot speak for themselves.  We will
continue to ask for committees and not just proclamations.  We want action done.
It is not enough to have on paper.  We want regulations changes. Laws changed.
Things that affect us as a people.  It gets tiring year after year after year seeing
African American men, women, boys, and girls dying at the hands of corrupt police
for no reason at all.  There is no reason anyone should die over a $20 bill. We will
continue  to  speak  out,  continue  to  come,  to  arouse  a  consciousness  of  men,
continue to demand legislation and raise the voices for those who cannot speak for
themselves.  The Emancipation Proclamation still has not been fulfilled.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – I want to go back again to the May 5 meeting.  I
think you need to review it and take it very seriously.  Whatever your personal
feelings are towards me, I think you know I don’t say things lightly and I don’t go
out  on a limb to give you a legal  opinion.   What took place was a civil  rights
violation.   When a member of the Work Group confronted the City Council,  the
Labrosse Team, and she tried to raise the issue of is it appropriate for you to be
getting involved in the 
board of education election and the self-proclaimed sergeant at arms, which he is
not, you are the city attorney, jumped in and said this is not appropriate.  Mayor
immediately said I can’t discuss this. She added that she wanted to ask about the
ethics considerations.  That is a problem. That was content censorship. That is a
violation  of  her  civil  rights.   I  don’t  know if  the  City  Attorney  is  aware  of  the
decision but he better familiarize himself with the Supreme Court decision Bessler
vs. Board of Education of West Windsor.  Mr. Bessler had an issue with a coach. He
used the F-bomb with his daughter or something. He came to nine consecutive
Board of Ed meetings and made the same statement over and over.  Finally, the
Board president said we are not going to hear you. That was it. He sued for a civil
rights  violation  and  the  jury  awarded  him  $100,000.  There  was  an  intense
sweeping opinion by the Supreme Court. He found that that was an actionable civil
rights violation and the acquiescence by silence of the other members of the Board
of Ed to not overrule that caused the district to be liable.   I don’t want to see
money go to judgments of that.  I don’t know if Ms. Irving is considering a lawsuit
and I am not volunteering to bring one.  This is wrong.  If for some reason you
question what I am telling you, go to a third party and ask for an opinion on this.
My suggestion going forward is I would like when you open to the public, say you
have  three  minutes,  and  add  in  this  language,  you  may  comment  on  any
governmental  issue  that  you  feel  may  be  of  concern  to  the  residents  of  the
municipality.  That language is right out of the Sunshine Law.  Clean up your act.  I
don’t want to see us waste money defending these lawsuits and paying out for
unnecessary civil rights violations.  Every one of you on this Council needs to listen
to this.  Thank you.  

City Attorney responded – I want to make a point which was lost in that Mr. Salkin
had to say which was the individual in question made their point and the Mayor
was asked why you endorsed a certain candidate for the Board of Education.  You
do not have an obligation to respond to anyone.  Let me make the point that if the
Mayor  had gone  up  and proceeded to  accept  the  invitation  and proceeded to
spend  5  minutes  on  why  you  were  supporting  candidates  for  the  Board  of
Education, I  can assure you that Mr. Salkin or someone else would be filing an
ethics complaint against you for using your dais to endorse political candidates for
partisan political office.  The individual had their opportunity to speak and I advised
you that it was not wise for you to respond.  You chose to accept that advice. If
someone wants to bring a lawsuit based on that fact pattern, good luck.

Bridgette – Hackensack – I come to this meeting again, tonight, as I have before on
many other  occasions  to  speak  on  the  disparity  of  Hackensack.   The  wind  of
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change is  blowing  through  this  City  weather  we like  it  or  not  and we are  not
turning back the clock. The gripe of people in the city has become a political focus
because you have looted the city long enough like the dynasty before you.  We
represent  a  new  line  of  African  Americans  and  minorities.   Who  knew  police
brutality is just one factor of the systematic racism. We haven’t talked education,
housing, affordable housing, hiring discrimination and more. When will this change
come for the City of Hackensack? We do not need the Council’s fan club that gets
on and gives kudos.  I would tell them to dig deeper and ask questions because
they have not done anything for the people as a whole.  In this all, is that with
many levels,  come new devils,  and we have found ours right here on the City
Council so African Americans and minorities, please stand up because it is time.
Enough is enough.  When I wrote Deputy Mayor Canestrino back in 2019 asking for
a conversation and a seat at the table, you ignored it, so did Mr. Labrosse.  But you
had to apologize for  comments you made to the African American community.
Enough is enough.  Thank you.

Blanche  Stuart  –  Hackensack  –  At  the  last  two Zoom City  Council  meetings,  I
requested that there be COVID testing at the public housing units.  I asked twice
and I did go to the County and it was done eventually even after you said that if
they had it done, that first responders needed to go first. That did not happen but I
do thank you and Mr. Sims who told me when I attended that he did this, but I was
the  one  who  requested  it.   When  you  review  the  Police  Department,  the
recommendation should be for complete review from a citizen complaint review
board which has been requested for 20 years with the former Council and with you.
In that recommendation or implementation that there be cameras, it needs to be
demanded  that  they  turn  them on  within  15  minutes  of  an  encounter  with  a
suspect.

Gene Irving – Hackensack – I have been a Hackensack resident for 15 years and I
am appalled with this Council.  You have led from behind versus leading from out
front.  Leaders lead from in front, not from behind.  I am at a loss of words. For the
people at this Council meeting, we have to get out and vote for our best interest
and that means voting this Council out.  We have to do it. I would like to have the
use of force policies made public. I want to see the budget for the Hackensack
Police Department made available to the public. We have to divert funds from the
Hackensack Police Department to systems that help disenfranchised communities
such as housing. You guys gave 30-year tax abatements on these new apartment
buildings,  what  was  the  percentage  of  low-income  housing  that  went  towards
these tax abatements? 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Aside from the first few where we were
trying to light the fire for developers to come into town, one we had a few PILOTS
negotiated, now if they are not going to build affordable housing in their unit, there
is a mandatory contribution that they must make to an affordable housing trust
fund.  We can not legally collect this money until the building is established.  We
only have two or three that are now open but even at that we had a million dollars
in there.  We spent some of it doing work with Fair Share Housing.  We are very
close to coming up to a final settlement agreement with Fair Share Housing.  That
is step one. We have to get Fair Share Housing on board with our plan.  Step two is
to develop a spending plan so that we can actually use the money to build new
affordable housing or to rehab affordable housing that already exists.  That has not
held us back.  We are working behind the scenes with two or three development
organizations  who  are  on  board  for  building  affordable  housing.   Part  of  the
agreement is to define an overlay zone where in those zones, the developers can
not just give us the money.  They actually have to build as well.  These are the
steps we are taking to see what makes the most sense to Hackensack.  I wish this
process moved faster but we have to follow these steps.  Hopefully the agreement
gets approved and we are able to move forward with these few folks that are
interested in building. It is important to us.  I hear you concerns and I sense your
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frustration and I am frustrated as well because I know it is something we need in
the city.

Albert  Dib  responded  –  We  have  been  having  conversations  with  Fair  Share
Housing.  We  are  working  now  with  two  or  three  different  entities  who  are
interested in building affordable housing in Hackensack.  We are actively exploring
options on both city-owned property and through use of the affordable housing
trust fund which stands now close to 2 million dollars.  We have been securing half
of the money from new developments as they secure permits.  The other half is
due upon issuance of certificate of occupancy.  It is probably where I spend the
majority  of  my time during  the  day at  least  over  the  last  few months  as  the
willingness to build affordable housing has really come to the fore.  I am confident
by the end of the summer we will be able to announce not only the settlement with
Fair Share Housing but also one or two affordable housing projects that we can
launch in the near future. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – Gene, you can OPRA request the Police budget.  You
can get that.  The Use of Force policy is also a public record.  The Use of Force is
also in the Attorney General guidelines.  That is also very easy to get to.  

Randy Glover – Hackensack – Good Evening.  I think there is going to be a national
movement to try to get some sort  of licensing for police to track them on the
national level the same way doctors and lawyers are tracked.  It makes sense since
they  have  the  ability  to  take  a  life.   America  is  suffering  from two  viruses  –
COVID19 and racism 2020.  Hackensack, to me, is what I imagine Alabama was at
some point, unfair and corrupt.  We are in a city of 60 percent black and brown, 10
percent Asian and Indian population, but we have no authority.  We have a City
Council  drunk  with  power  and not  content  with  running  the  City  but  one  who
controls the school board as well.  One of the Council members called a concerned
citizen a coward.  The citizen was telling the truth, the City Council was vetting
school board candidates. Someone once said the most dangerous place in America
for a black person is in a white person’s head.   Maybe that is why we are not
treated equally or fairly in Hackensack.  The sad part is that they don’t realize how
they treat you; it is just business.  Sometimes they can be nice people like the
Mayor and his wife Debbie but as head of the City Council,  you and the fellow
Council members treat the black and brown community terribly.  We decided to
celebrate all the cultures here in Hackensack because the town itself did not do so
for 25 years.  White privilege decided to rear its ugly head and take it over.  You
did not think about the black and brown families that were hired that live here.
You don’t  even think about the $7,000 in scholarships given to the children in
Hackensack.  You don’t respect our local organizations such as the NAACP, Urban
League, or even our clergy community.  You might act like you do but you don’t.
We  live  in  this  town  with  billions  of  dollars  of  development  with  no  black
developers, subcontractors, contractors, and I doubt there are even black workers.
How does that happen?  Hackensack, Alabama?  It is not only black and brown
people, some of the white people feel uncomfortable.  They see what is happening.
Racism 2020.  What will it take to get justice? What will it take to get our town
back? I  don’t  know but  you can bet  there  are people working  to find out  and
hopefully more people will feel the same way. Thank you for your time.  

Raquel James – Hackensack – I come to speak about your Police Department in
collusion with Illmatic Wraps.  They exploited the Black Lives Matter movement.  I
am talking  about  a  post  on  Hackensack  Police  Department’s  webpage.   They
posted pictures of a car show and said it was a Black Lives Matter rally.  These
posts contain civilians standing on police hummers, cops is ill messages on social
media, civilians bragging about following police hummers while speeding.  You all
chose this post, this event despite the fact that other organizations hosted Black
Lives  Matter  rallies  and  marches  in  Hackensack,  notably  our  students,  with
guidance from their teacher Mr. Gaines, held a successful protest but nothing was
posted other than this rally. By doing this you are talking about paying respect to
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the black community and it really is nonsense because the department promoted
the  appropriation  of  our  struggle,  our  grief,  our  movement.   The  active
appropriation  is  buffoonery  and it  does  not  promote  conversations  about  race,
police brutality, or any form of racial justice.   You are willingly ignoring conditions
that impact the black community with disparities.  I  want to know how did this
happen? Who posed this on Facebook? Is this the way you want your department
to represent the black community and your solidarity with the Black Lives Matter
movement because by making this post it exploits, shows the fact, that you don’t
know  anything  about  why  we  are  marching  in  the  streets.  Somebody  has  to
approve the post on Facebook.  It was posted on Hackensack Police Department.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We don’t approve anything that goes on Facebook.  I
have never been on the Hackensack Police Department’s Facebook page so this is
the first I am hearing on it.  

Ms. James responded – It is the culture that promotes it.

Mayor Labrosse responded – Are you saying we are promoting racism, the City
Council, through the Hackensack Police Department page? 

Ms. James responded – What I am saying is that the culture of Hackensack Police
Department, which has been supported by the City Council, is out of tune with the
needs of the black community and our movement. For whatever reason they felt
bolden  to  post  this  message  which  said  an  event  great  for  the  community
meanwhile you are talking about these changes that are supposed to help our
community with this very general reprimand them and that doesn’t give us any
specific details about how you’re going to do it.  It is gaslighting.  We want to know
budgets and timelines.   We want you to share those things.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Those are the things, if you listen to the message
when I read it, we will  be doing more and letting the public know.  We will  be
moving forward with that.  I have taken Obama’s pledge.  I am working on it and
all these things will be implemented.  6 of the 8 are already implemented.  

Ms. James responded – Have you actively engaged stakeholders in the community?

Mayor Labrosse responded – I was unaware of any car show going on in the city.  I
don’t  know how or where it  was.  I  will  have the Manager look into it  and the
Facebook page.  I don’t know anything about it.  He will take the proper measures.

Johanna  Calle  –  Hackensack  –  As  many  white  people  across  the  country  are
learning that racism is a problem and are actively working to learn how to be anti-
racist in their own lives. I am here to lift up the transgressions you have enacted
upon black and brown residents of our city. We have been speaking out about
these for years. But since you are now finding the time to acknowledge systemic
racism, I find it imperative that you understand what systemic racism looks like in
your role  as public  officials.  For instance: George Floyd died on May 25th,  you
waited until June 3rd to release a statement, which you used to advertise the fact
that you would be joining a local  march.  In which you never mentioned police
brutality and instead you mentioned peaceful protests and racism, as if those are
the choices we have before us. You have actively fought against the building of a
new school, lying about the needs of our kids, forcing black and brown children to
study in crowded classrooms because you want to balance the municipal taxes on
the backs of our schools You have advocated against the school budget, blaming
high taxes on the costs of our schools while giving rich developers tax breaks in
exchange for campaign contributions. In fact, you lied to the public about our level
of school funding while our schools get less tax funding than more affluent, white
communities in our county. You questioned whether our children are truly living in
our town, with the undertones of knowing whether they live here simply based on
what they look like.  You stood by Frances Colelja  and refused to disavow her,
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saying you agree with her, and then allowing supporters of conversation therapy to
have a platform here in your chamber while you shut down and quieted pro-LGBTQ
advocates,  including  a student.  You  ignored  and  dismissed  supporters  of
immigrant communities in our town when they requested you declare Hackensack
a fair and welcoming city. In private you have told residents that Hackensack didn't
want to harbor those "criminals" when you were talking about immigrants living in
our city.  You have continued to support building expensive highrises, with rent
that  starts  at  a  minimum  of  $2,000  while  barely  addressing  the  needs  for
affordable housing. You aren't building this city for us. You ignored and failed to
address the death of  Raymond Peralta-Lantigua and Elvin Diaz at the hands of
Hackensack PD.  You actively  advocated to add cops to our schools,  and when
asked about de-escalation training to ensure our black and brown students weren't
negatively impacted by this measure, you ignored these requests. You proposed
the privatization of our sanitation department, mostly staffed by black men, in your
never ending quest to lower our budget. You only yielded after we organized and
demanded you to stop this. You have financially benefited off programs that are
meant to be free for our students, mostly those who are black and brown. By using
our public facilities to run your private basketball and soccer leagues while actively
working against our publicly available programs. This list could go on, but I'll stop
there. You are no friend of the black community. You are no friend of marginalized
people. You're actions speak louder than your empty resolutions. Your change of
party  affiliation  means  nothing  when your  values  are  closely  aligned  with  the
president  and  those  who  support  him  -  anti-immigrant,  anti-black,  anti-public
education, anti-affordable housing and programs. That is who you are, nothing you
do now that you think this is politically bad for you will erase that. Thank you.  

Peter Marchesani – Hackensack – I have never been so depressed listening to all
these comments as if  everything that has happened since the first  slave ships
arrived in this country is laid at the feet of the Hackensack City Council.  We know
we have major problems in this country, we have had them for a long time and it is
time that they stop.  The peaceful rallies that are taking place across the country
are driving that message home.  To try and lay everything at the feet of this City
Council, a City Council that is doing a lot of work.  I have heard a lot of complaints
but not specifics.  A lot of things that are happening in this City and just because
we have development going on isn’t necessarily a slap at the fact that there is not
adequate public housing right now, and there should be.  We have public housing
in Hackensack and in many ways it is substandard.  I moved here to Hackensack
and I like to tell my story that I talked to my good friend Pastor Greg Jackson when
I moved here 45 years ago and I moved next to a black family and I told Greg, I
really thought they were going to say there goes the neighborhood and sell their
house but they stayed.  Since that time, I am surrounded by Hispanic and black
families and we have the best neighborhood in this great diverse city.  I realize
there are problems and there are a lot of complaints.  I remember Carolyn Davis
talking about the flooding on Stanley Place and how bad it was.  I am assuming
progress has been made there.  Maybe everything hasn’t been solved but there
has been a lot of attention paid and I hate to see that this Council is painted as a
do-nothing Council that cares little about the minorities in the community that are
the backbone of the community.  I don’t understand where the facts are coming
from that would lay so much responsibility and we can do better.  I know the City
has announced a lot of closings due to COVID-19 but one thing we can do is re-
open the splash pads.  I think there is a way they can effectively be open with the
Governor’s blessing.  We can schedule the kids to go there, maybe sign up for an
hour or two during the day.  The kids in our neighborhoods need a place to go to
cool off.  

Caseen  Gaines  –  Hackensack  –  I  apologize  that  we  have  to  schedule  these
meetings at a time where Deputy Mayor Sims needs to watch television.  I want to
address the previous person as well.  The next time you get the idea to reference
slave ships, living next door to a Hispanic, and Carolyn Davis’s drainage problem
being  proof  of  racial  progress,  don’t.   This  evening  you  passed  a  resolution
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declaring racism a public health crisis and I look forward to seeing what concrete
actions you plan to address systemic racism in all aspects of the city.  That is a
diagnosis right now but we are looking for a treatment.  Four days ago, I circulated
a petition for the Mayor and Council to take the eight can’t wait pledge as well as
the Barack Obama My Brother’s Keeper 21st Century Policing pledge.  Nearly 600
people have signed on to it.  I am glad you are taking that.  I want to ensure that
you reach out to all of the organizers of the other rallies.  I did not organize the
other rally but I  had fantastic former students that are in college now that still
would  like  to  be  involved with  that  process  and involving  the  community  with
reforms to the police department.  Why did it  take several city demonstrations
after America watched George Floyd cry out for his mother while a police officer
pressed a knee on his neck to get the Council to sign on to recommendations that
Barack Obama made in 2017.   Sometimes when we are in a moment of national
hurt, we are quick to act.  After 9/11 there were immediate changes at airports.  In
response to the public health crisis of school shootings, there were more safety
drills and armed guards in schools across America and in our district.  Imagine if a
week after  Sandy Hook  or  Parkland,  our  school  board had just  declared youth
death a public health crisis and took no further action.  For years, black parents
have been losing their children too at terrifying rates.  The resolution you passed
mentions the disparity of covid cases.  When the quarantine began, you accurately
predicted we would have the highest number of cases in Bergen County because
of racial demographics.  You diagnosed a problem then and my question is what
outreach did you do to the most vulnerable among us?  As the Mayor and Council
made  calls  about  the  school  board  election,  over  1,300  Hackensack  residents
contracted the coronavirus,  115 families are grieving the deaths of loved ones.
They didn’t  need fortune telling,  they needed action and a genuine attempt to
keep that prediction you made from coming true.  Empathizing with people of color
has  always  been  a  blind  spot  for  this  body  especially  when  it  comes  to  law
enforcement.  A few weeks after President Trump called Colin Kaepernick a son of
a bitch for peacefully protesting against police brutality.  Mayor Labrosse piled on
with a similar condemnation at a public event saying he doesn’t stand with those
who kneel on the playing field.  When blue lines popped up across the nation in
response  to  our  outcry  over  police  brutality,  Mayor  Labrosse  said  he  was  not
against doing the same in Hackensack and this was a year after the HPD bought
guns to a knife fight twice in three weeks killing young Hispanic men.  According to
a 2019 report published by nj.com, the Hackensack Police Department uses force
at a higher rate than 273 other departments in the State of NJ.  Blacks are 216
percent more likely to have force used on them than a white person during an
arrest, Hispanics are not that far behind, and the data shows overwhelmingly that
it is a white officer who is using force.  Action should have been taken earlier.  I
appreciate that you are listening to the public on this, however I hope sincerely
that  when  this  stops  being  a  hot  trending  topic,  you  actually  involve  the
community  in  police  reform in  a  meaningful  way.   You  can’t  have community
policing without the community involved.  Thank you.  

Regina  DiPasqua –  Hackensack -  Good evening.   I  would  like  to  commend the
young people who organized the peaceful protests this week. We see you. We hear
you. I hope the Mayor and Council do also and that they take affirmative action to
enact policies of reform and they look at their own actions through this prism. The
Resolution  on  tonight  with  respect  to  racism  is  a  good  start  but  Resolutions,
marches and platitudes are meaningless without action. For months members of
The Work Group came before this Council in person to be seen and heard. Yet, just
a few weeks ago the Mayor claimed to not know who this group is. Do you see
them and hear them now? The Work Group is made up of Hackensack residents
working for Hackensack residents. I asked someone to name City employees that
live  in  Hackensack.  They  were  stumped.  Other  than  Sanitation  workers,  the
department this council wanted to dismantle, Hackensack employees that live in
Hackensack are few and far between. Without Hackensack resident involvement in
the day to day running of the City, how can you truly serve the residents? You rely
on "experts" to inform you. The "experts" and vendors you hire do not live here.
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They do not know what is going on in Hackensack. Hackensack should mean more
than a paycheck. The City Attorney is one such "expert". He claimed victory in the
Salkin  matter  and  apparently  advised  the  Council  to  proceed  with  filing  for
sanctions, despite the Judge's suggestion against this. I pointed that out and was
dismissed by him and all of you. The Judge dismissed the position of the "experts"
and DENIED the request. I hate to say I told you so, but ... The lawyers did not
prepare and file that request for free. The cost of this mistake is not yet known
because the bill has not been submitted. Now that the Salkin matter is in Superior
Court, check your experts before blindly following them. They have led you astray
many times and cost residents dearly. For example, a lot of money has been spent
defending the Mayor in the Salkin matter. The hourly rate of $500 for the Mayor's
attorney is three times that of other attorneys for the same matter. Why? What
"expert" made this recommendation? The Resolution had a $50,000 cap on this
attorney's fees. I have found no Resolution approving an increased amount, yet
billing  shows over  $165,000 submitted by this  attorney.  What "expert"  let  this
happen  outside  of  the  governmental  procedures  designed  to  regulate  such
spending?  Who  is  seeing?  Who  is  hearing?  Who  knows  what's  going  on?  The
answer to all of these questions is - the residents, not the out of town vendors or
experts and elected officials.

Richard  Cerbo  –  Hackensack –  Mr.  Mayor,   The last  few months  have brought
change to our community giving meaning and a perspective to life in our city is
best for residents looking for leadership... our Council should consider the need for
clarity and direction...Creating a bunker style mentality won't move us forward,
and may even  leave a  lasting  void  in  the  hearts  and minds  of  all...please  re-
surface, and no longer remain in the depths of municipal incoherence. 

Gary  Terzano  –  Hackensack  –  A  few  city  residents  contacted  me  today  about
possibly planting flowers in pots on each side of the welcoming signs (blue with
gold letters) or one under the signs that are located on streets entering the city.
The city has extra-large fiberglass planters at the greenhouse that could be used if
they fit the area. The Hackensack Environmental Commission would be willing to
donate the plants. The Parks Dept could maintain the watering over the growing
season.  

City Attorney responded – I want to point out for the record, with Ms. DiPasqua
choosing to attack the city in this case, just to be clear what happened here, the
plaintiff filed a groundless lawsuit against the city, it got kicked out of court.  He
filed another groundless lawsuit against the city, it got kicked out again.  It should
be the plaintiff and the plaintiff alone who deserves to be accountable for the cost
incurred by the city because it is not cheap to defend against a lawsuit that is
brought in federal court no matter how ridiculous it may be and it is not easy to
get a court  to force the plaintiff to reimburse the city for a successful  defense
which is unfortunate. In this case our lawyers did an outstanding job in winning this
case and defending the city and the results speak for themselves.  

Victor Geddis – Hackensack – I would like to address this to Mr. Sims, I will wait for
a response.  What have you, as a so-called representative of the black and brown
community,  brought  forward  as  far  as  information  to  the  black  and  brown
community other than the turkeys, the water, and basketball?  That is not tangible
for growth of our youth. Can you point out what you have done? Thank you. 

Deputy  Mayor  Sims responded –  I  have done several  things  for  the black and
brown  community  and  on  a  daily  basis  I  reach  out  to  the  black  clergy  on
information throughout the city.  I  provide assistance to multiple citizens of the
black and brown community every day.  

Jennifer Figueroa – Hackensack – I have a comment.  I have lived in Hackensack for
about 22 years, I wanted to voice my opinion.  This is the first time I have attended
a City Council meeting and it will not be the last.  I wanted to voice something that

06/09/2020  35



had occurred to me in the City of Hackensack even though it was seven years ago
and it is still a concern especially now that it is 2020 and I will not keep silent. The
last day of my high school, I went to the corner store on Central and I asked for
ten-dollar bills in single bills.  A detective was following my car in front of Baptist
Church behind Carver Park and interrogated me and assumed I had drugs in my
car.  I was 17 years old and just graduated high school.  He looked through my car.
I am blessed to say my sister just graduated college and refused to leave the car.  I
feel like this is still current now.  We must protect our kids, students, we must give
them more mentorship and advocate for them for people who don’t feel like they
have a voice.  I didn’t know what was happening then but I do know that I was
affected by this and it is unfair that the City of Hackensack has not promoted or
created changes to the City.  I thought that our City was okay and in good hands
but  hearing  the  comments  tonight,  this  will  not  be  my  last  Council  meeting.
Please, I believe that our education is important and our kids are the future and we
need to protect them like how I was protected at that moment where I didn’t know
my rights but now, I do and I will continue to be involved.   

No one else wished to speak.  A motion to close the meeting to the public was
offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  

Council Comments

Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  –  I  was  very  proud to  see  the  residents  of
Hackensack  make  their  voices  heard  this  weekend  safely.  Peaceful  protest  is
incredibly important and while we have seen unfortunate events like violence and
looting in other areas, the protests here in Hackensack and most throughout New
Jersey have been peaceful and that is something we can all  be proud of.   Our
police officers, along with our EMS and fire department insured a safe environment
where all voices could be heard should be commended as well.  As a mother, I
want  my children  to  grow up in  a  safe  environment  while  also  learning  about
diversity and multiculturalism up close. As a parent, it is my social responsibility to
raise my children to be loving, accepting, apathetic, and open-minded citizens who
give back to their community.  My husband and I have instilled in our children the
importance of choosing your friends based on their character not their skin color
nor their sexual preference or religion, how much money they have or who they
vote for.  That’s why we chose to raise our family here in Hackensack, and it’s
inspiring  to  see  so  many  young  people  participating  in  these  peaceful
demonstrations and showing the world what Hackensack is all about. We want you
to know that we see you, we hear you and we will work together to find solutions
that  are  in  the  best  interest  of  everyone  in  our  city.  To  address  Ms.  Calle’s
comments, all three of my children attend Hackensack schools and I am a public
educator and I did not support the new building because it was a horrible plan put
together by persons that didn’t have students in Hackensack schools.  To put 7th,
8th and 9th grades together was ill  planned for many reasons and the Board of
Education at the time was not interested in hearing the concerns of the parents.  In
regards  to  resident  students,  as  a  parent,  I  do  not  get  returned  emails  or
acknowledgment from the prior Director of Special Services when encrusting an
initial meeting for one of my children because the CST team is too overwhelmed
with  high  caseloads  or  my children  can  not  attend  pre-k  in  our  neighborhood
schools because of class size numbers and when my son comes home from school
and tells me he has friends that do not live in Hackensack, as a parent taxpayer, I
have the right to be reassured that all the funds and resources are allocated for
students that live in the City of Hackensack and are being used for those purposes.
Thank you and have a good night.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  –  The past  few  months  have  been  an  incredibly
challenging time for all of us, but I want to take a moment to thank everyone who
was  involved  in  the  peaceful  protest  this  weekend.  I  want  to  thank  the  event
organizers for working with the city to make sure the event was safe, and I want to
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thank  our  Hackensack  Police  Department  for  doing  an  exemplary  job  of
maintaining  order  and  making  us  all  proud.  My  late  husband  served  in  the
Hackensack Police Department and I  have the utmost respect for the men and
women who put their lives on the line to serve our community. At the same time,
we need to make sure our police officers are always accountable to the community
they serve. Everyone should feel safe in the presence of a Police Officer.  This
Mayor and Council  have worked incredibly hard along with our City Manager to
reform our police department and we have never hesitated to take difficult steps
towards that goal. That will not change now, and we will always work to make sure
all  of  our  residents  and  our  Police  officers  can  feel  safe  here  in  the  City  of
Hackensack. Thank you for listening.  See you next time.  

Deputy Mayor Sims –  George Floyd's murder is a tragedy, but I can't say it's a
surprise. As a black man living in this country, I have experienced racism first hand
too many times to count, as I know most members of my community have as well.
I understand the anger that people are feeling because as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
said himself, injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. I thank my fellow
City Council members for recognizing the importance of peaceful protest and for
joining in the protest on Saturday. That was a great moment for our community,
and it was inspiring to see so many people take to the streets to make their voices
heard. I also want to thank the Hackensack Police Department for letting those
voices be heard and keeping the event peaceful and productive. We need change
in our country, change in our communities, change in our mindset and change in
our streets, and without that we can't truly move forward. For that to happen, we
need our leaders to listen to what the people are saying, and work with them to
make changes. I thank Mayor Labrosse for taking the Obama Pledge, and I think
this could be a major step towards building on the trust between our residents and
our police. I hope we can all come together and make the change we need. I want
to talk about some of the things that Ted mentioned.  We are going to have a
drive-in movie Friday June 26th, as far as sports baseball, soccer, football, we still
are waiting for guidance from the Governor.  Last week, we heard your cries and
the city tested all three senior buildings in the city at First Street, Kansas Street,
and Beech Street.  Today we tested the Housing Authority apartments on Newman
and Railroad Avenue.   Tomorrow we will be doing the Housing Authority at 230
Central.   The tennis  court  at  Carver  Park  was completed and we will  open up
sometime next week. Some of the latest things I have done…  last week we had a
food pantry giveaway on Second Street where I  gave away over 150 masks to
black and brown people. On Friday, I participated in a food giveaway at Mount
Olive Church where we gave out 328 meals to black and brown people.  Black lives
matter.  Thank you. 

Councilman Battaglia –   While I did not really march with the group on Saturday, I
was on the corner of Main Street and Sussex by Pablo and we gave out about 10
cases of water to the people, I want the people to know that I stand with you in the
cause of reforming our police department. We have many outstanding officers who
do a tremendous job keeping our city safe, but there is always more that can be
done  to  make  improvements  and  we  all  need  to  work  together  to  make  that
happen. Personally, I am glad to see the number of Hispanic officers in our police
department increasing, because having a diverse department that reflects what
our city looks like is important. I will  continue to work with our team to pursue
other  reforms  that  will  make  all  residents  safer.  On  another  note,  the  sewer
separation continues on Main Street, the paving continues on Krone and Elm Street
and we continue updating the lights in different sections of the city.  Thank you,
stay home, be safe.  

Mayor Labrosse – Tough night.  People are angry, I think some of it is misplaced.
Randy related downtown Hackensack is Alabama in the 60s. I don’t see that.  He
referred again that we had something to do with picking the BOE candidates.  I’ll
say again we did not pick the candidates of BOE, I still haven’t met two of them.  I
didn’t speak to them before; I don’t know where you are getting your information
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from.  I question you, where are the black developers?  We do not go out and hunt
down developers.  We announced we were looking to redevelop the City.  It was
put in publications and developers came to us.  Every two weeks you ask us, I am
now asking you.  You are in the black community, you should reach out if you know
some because we are more than welcome to bring them in but we don’t reach out
to them, they come to us and that is the way it works.   I will look into the car show
issue.  I haven’t heard and I don’t know how it happened. I want to find out the
facts.  I want to make a point about the 5 cops since someone said we weren’t
doing  the  right  thing  with  these  cops.   From  day  one,  we  sent  this  to  the
Prosecutor’s Office who is now the State Attorney General.  This was put on his
doorstep to deal with.  What he found was that he was not going to criminally
charge them but he gave the cops back to us with a stipulation that they could
never testify in court and they could be considered what they call “Brady cops.”
When that happened, we had to release multiple, upwards of 17 criminals out of
jail  because  those  cops  had  testified  in  their  cases  and  since  now they  were
deemed as liars, they had to be released.  We fired these police officers and we
continue  to  fight  to  keep  them  out  of  the  police  department.  Your  anger  is
misplaced or displaced because you should be calling the Attorney General of the
State of New Jersey which I doubt you will do.  It was in his hands.  Our hands are
tied with the civil service, pension boards, and the Attorney General sent these
crooked or dirty cops that we fired back to us and tried to force us to take them
back.   It is systemic is for sure because the system sucks.  We are doing our job to
keep these bad cops out.  Ms. Calle, you had some unkind words to me, I won’t be
as nasty as I feel you were.  You openly said at a board meeting that the heat was
fixed at Hillers School where my wife works where she was teaching children in the
winter where the temperature did not go above 56 degrees for 8 hours straight in
the classroom. You publicly told people the heat was fixed when it was not.  Here
we are and you are complaining that the schools aren’t getting fixed.  Your board
was asked to split that referendum in two so the buildings would at least get done
because we were more than happy to pass part of that to fix all the buildings, but
you had to lump it all together for your reasons making it a 170-million-dollar bond
which was unacceptable, the largest bond in State of NJ ever. You were going to
cripple the taxpayer with something unnecessary.  To this day it is unnecessary.
Do  the  schools  need  work  and  need  to  be  repaired?  Absolutely.  I  know  you
organized the Thursday rally, I don’t know who organized the march.  Whoever did
organize the march afterwards and allowed it to happen, some of the children were
minors,  march up streets  that were not closed, that we were unaware of,  our
Police Department had no chance to protect the children marching on Essex and
State Street, challenging the police, and then marching the wrong way down Main
Street as traffic was coming towards you without any protection or heads up from
the organizers of the march to protect the children and people marching.  I find
that was irresponsible and could have been dangerous to the children.  God forbid
someone panicked in their car as they saw hundreds of children and protestors
marching towards them.  Give us a heads up if you want to march or change the
game plan.  We are moving forward with Affordable Housing.  It is going to happen
and we will get that done.  As far as the Work Group, my comments were based on
a publication that said the Work Group is endorsing a BOE ticket.  All I said was
that I had never heard of the Work Group, so I asked who they were since they are
Hackensack  people.   Usually  when  you  have  a  group,  you  know some of  the
people.  I don’t go to BOE meetings and you told me they were there.  They were
not announcing themselves at Council meetings until after I said that.  They are
more than welcome to keep doing that.  Ms. Figueroa, I can tell you this, don’t
believe  everything  you  hear  at  Council  meetings.  There  are  a  lot  of  politics
involved with these things so do your homework, you are young and smart. I am
sorry  that  happened  to  you  when  you  got  pulled  over.  It  should  not  have
happened.  Hopefully with changes of rules and regulations, it will never happen
again.  Don’t believe everything you hear because there are people out there with
agendas and they will use you.  Do your homework and make your own decisions.
I want to wish everyone a safe night.  I want to recommend that everyone who
marched in Hackensack or any other town, go get your self checked for covid19.
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You couldn’t help be close to people.  I work at the hospital and I don’t want to see
people go through what some of these people went through. I don’t care how old
you are, get checked and tested for covid19.  Have a good week, good night. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

Approved by Mayor and Council on July 20, 2020. 

 _____________________________________
Mayor John P. Labrosse, Jr.

                                  
__________________________________   
Deputy Mayor Kathleen Canestrino

      _____________________________________
Deputy Mayor David Sims

   ___________________________________
Councilman Leonardo Battaglia

               
               ______________________________________

                             Councilwoman Stephanie Von Rudenborg

____________________________________
City Clerk Deborah Karlsson, R.M.C.

06/09/2020  39


