
The  Regular  Meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  was
conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-person regular Public
Meeting  previously  advertised  for  8:00  P.M.  at  the  Council  Chambers  at
Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is being held in lieu of an in-
person public  meeting due to the state of  emergency arising from the current
situation involving the COVID-19 Virus and to ensure the health, safety and welfare
of the public. The meeting was held on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the “Zoom”
online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using the following 
Internet link:  https://zoom.us/j/108592941?pwd=L05UTVU5aStuNGRqY3Nvd1ZVUDJxQT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID number
108 592 941, password 578725 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-558-8656 and
entering the meeting ID.

Mayor  Labrosse  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the  City  Clerk  Deborah
Karlsson  announced  that  the  meeting  was  being  held  in  accordance  with  the
Sunshine Law, notice having been published according to law, with a copy on file in
the City Clerk’s office, and a copy posted on the bulletin board in City Hall.
 
Attendance

Ms.  Karlsson  called  the  roll:   Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Sims,
Councilman Battaglia  and Councilwoman Von  Rudenborg  were  present.  Deputy
Mayor  Canestrino  was  absent.  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  was  present.  City
Attorney Steven Kleinman was present.   Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was
present. CFO Jim Mangin and Health Officer Susan McVeigh were also present. 

Flag Salute 

Proclamations and Presentations 
      

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from April 20, 2020 was offered by
Deputy  Mayor  Sims,  seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg and  approved by
Mayor Labrosse,  Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman Battaglia  and Councilwoman Von
Rudenborg. 

City Manager’s Report

I have been asked to fill the shoes of Deputy Mayor Canestrino to give an update
about the FAA.  Kathy briefed us at a prior Council Meeting that there was a delay
in  the  new flight  path  rollout  due to  a  recent  requirement  by  the  New Jersey
State Historic  Preservation  Office for  a  more  intensive  evaluation  of  all  Bergen
County historic sites.  New information is: The FAA is working with the New Jersey
State Historic Preservation Office to minimize the impact of the original evaluation
that their office required.  Hopefully they will concur with the latest proposal by the
FAA soon. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the FAA is not doing any training.
Once restrictions are lifted, they need to do training for the Air Traffic Controllers.
An optimistic schedule would be for training to move forward September 2020 with
flight path implementation to begin by year end.  Deputy Mayor Canestrino, when
time permits and she is ready to reassume her responsibilities, she will  give an
update.

Parks  were  re-opened  this  Saturday  May  2,  2020  with  restrictions  of  passive
recreation only.  We will follow the Governor’s executive order.  Please use social
distancing and wear a mask. No contact sports or picnicking are permitted.  The
community garden is by schedule only.  Further information is on our website.  On
Monday,  May  4  select  parking  regulations  have  been  reinstated  at  the  HUMC
garage, Lot S, and metered parking.  Main Street and Anderson Street remain free
parking until  further  notice.   Please refer  to the website  for  more information.
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Second quarter tax payment grace period has been extended until June 1.  On June
2, interest rates will revert back to the statutory due day of May 1.  City Hall is
closed to the public.  Please utilize the drop box in the tunnel between City Hall
and the police department.   Online payments are also accepted.  The no cash
policy authorized by Resolution 159-20 has been extended until June 30, 2020. The
court is re-opening with virtual court on May 11.  No in-person court is scheduled
for May.  The City launched an information hotline and email  info@hackensack.org
to  assist  with  COVID19  issues.   We  have  received  a  lot  of  calls  about
unemployment benefits, that is a state issue, not a city issue.  The Johnson Library
is  closed until  further notice.   Please refer to their  website for  resources.   Our
summer recreation camp has been cancelled for  2020.  We hope to offer some
virtual  options  for  children  during  the  summer  months.   Please  remember  to
respond to the 2020 census as the City is currently at 54 percent of responses.
Response to census helps determine resources for New Jersey and Bergen County
for funding from the federal government.  Remember to be safe, be well, and stay
home if you are able.  

Susan McVeigh – Health Officer – Our numbers have decreased in last couple days.
As of today, we have 1,204 positive cases in the City of Hackensack and 78 deaths
of residents, including our Deputy Mayor’s husband.  We get updates every day
from the State computer system and we follow up daily.  The City Manager asked
me to come and speak about testing for the City of Hackensack.  Right now, we
have ones surrounding us but nothing yet in the City itself. I am working with the
County Health Department on a preliminary joint venture with New Bridge.  They
ordered and approved a mobile testing van that should be here this week and they
are retrofitting another van.  We are on board with that and we will be on the list.
They will be coming more than once.  Once we figure out the logistics of where it
will  be,  we  will  let  you  know.   We  want  to  focus  on  people  who  don’t  have
transportation to get to other testing sites.  Also, I got an email this afternoon that
Rite Aid on Essex will start testing, this is for people with symptoms.  Other testing
sites changed on Monday and now allow all people to come and that will be what
Hackensack will  do  once we have the  mobile  testing sites.   I  have a  meeting
tomorrow  morning.   It  should  be  up  and  running  soon.   I  will  share  more
information as I get it.  

Budget Hearing - CFO Jim Mangin

CFO Jim Mangin – The budget was introduced on April 7, 2020.  By law, the public
hearing has to be no less than 28 days later, which brings us to today.  The budget
is  $108,514,237  which  is  an  increase  of  $1.5  million.   As  explained  in  the
presentation, $1.2 million of that is health benefits.  On revenue side, there is no
tax increases this year like last year.  We have an increase in non-tax revenue that
will mitigate the $1.5 spending increase.  The budget has been posted on the city
website along with the presentation. It is also on YouTube to watch if you missed it.
Following  tonight’s  hearing,  we  will  not  be  voting  to  adopt.  We  will  have  a
resolution to amend the budget which requires another public hearing at the May
19, 2020 meeting. At the conclusion of that, we will have a vote to adopt.  The
budget  amendment  is  because we had to  make a  change to  the  debt  service
component of the parking utility budget. Any change greater than 10 percent calls
for  another  public  hearing.   Right  now we will  have the public  hearing on the
budget and later on will be a resolution to amend it. 

A motion to open the meeting to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.  

No one wished to speak.  A motion to close the meeting to the public was offered
by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Resolutions
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 176-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S SPECIAL COUNSEL
FOR TAX APPEALS TO SETTLE THE CASES ON THE
ATTACHED LIST DATED MAY 5, 2020 THAT WERE

SCHEDULED FOR TRIAL OR SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the names on the attached list are owners of real property within the
City of Hackensack located on the Blocks and Lots specified on said list; and,

WHEREAS, the owners named on said list have filed tax appeals challenging the
City’s assessments for certain tax years as more specifically set forth on said list; and, 

WHEREAS, each Block and Lot listed therein was assessed at the amount stated
therein for the noted tax year or years; and,

WHEREAS, the City’s Special Counsel for Tax Appeals assigned to these specific
matters,  Antonelli  Kantor  P.C.,  has  completed  discovery/inquiry  with  respect  to  these
matters and has consulted with the City Tax Assessor, Arthur Carlson, CTA, and the City’s
Appraiser, Robert McNerney, MAI, and the City’s legal counsel has conducted extensive
negotiations with counsel for the taxpayer; and,

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that prejudgment interest shall be waived as a
condition of any and all settlements; and,

WHEREAS, the City’s legal counsel, Antonelli Kantor P.C, the City’s appraiser, Mr.
McNerney, and the City’s assessor, Mr. Carlson, all are in agreement with the terms of said
settlements and believe that it would be in the best interest of the City to settle said cases
in accordance with the terms as stated on the attached list.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of
Hackensack that the City’s Special  Counsel  for  Tax Appeals assigned to these specific
matters, Antonelli Kantor P.C., is hereby authorized to execute a Stipulation of Settlement
on behalf of the City of Hackensack with respect to the cases on the attached list (which is
incorporated herein and made a part hereof), currently pending in the Tax Court of New
Jersey for the tax years and at the new assessments stated on said list; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution are to be provided to the
City Clerk, the City’s Tax Assessor and the City’s Special Counsel for Tax Appeals assigned
to these specific matters, Antonelli Kantor P.C.
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Canestrino
Deputy 
Mayor Sims  X    X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 177-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX REFUNDS FOR STATE BOARD JUDGMENTS
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the proper 

officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following refunds for the reasons 
stated:

AMOUNT     BLOCK   LOT     NAME                     YEAR          REASON
                                                                                                                            PROP LOC

$5,414.84            16       19.01        Schneck Law Group LLC       2019      State Board Judgment
                                                               For LJL Realty                                       414 Hudson St   
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105     
                                                         Livingston, NJ 07039     

$45,339.64         208         31          Schneck Law Group LLC       2019     State Board Judgment
                                                    For State Plaza CH2016 LLC                                60 State St                            
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039

$44,374.51         208         31          Schneck Law Group LLC       2017     State Board Judgment
                                                    For State Plaza CH2016 LLC                                60 State St                            
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039

$16,979.71      242.03       3                Brach Eichler LLC              2019    State Board Judgment
                                            For Glen View Assoc C/O Brookdale               95-167 Tracy Place
                                                      101 Eisenhower Parkway
                                                           Roseland, NJ 07068
                
$39,590.80      242.03       3                Brach Eichler LLC              2018    State Board Judgment
                                            For Glen View Assoc C/O Brookdale               95-167 Tracy Place
                                                      101 Eisenhower Parkway
                                                           Roseland, NJ 07068

$16,734.61      242.03       3                Brach Eichler LLC              2016    State Board Judgment
                                            For Glen View Assoc C/O Brookdale               95-167 Tracy Place
                                                      101 Eisenhower Parkway
                                                           Roseland, NJ 07068

$24,066.33      311           24       Schneck Law Group LLC          2019     State Board Judgment
                                                        For Sonehan LLC                                    235 Moore St                            
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039

$17,976.27      311           24       Schneck Law Group LLC          2018     State Board Judgment
                                                        For Sonehan LLC                                    235 Moore St                            
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039

$18,446.72      344          15       Schneck Law Group LLC          2019      State Board Judgment
                                                        JD Prospect West LLC                              321 Prospect Ave                            
                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039

$11,440.38      344          15       Schneck Law Group LLC          2018      State Board Judgment
                                                        JD Prospect West LLC                              321 Prospect Ave                            
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                                               301 South Livingston Ave Ste 105
                                                          Livingston, NJ 07039
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 178-20

RESOLUTION CORRECTING SETTLEMENT RECOMMENDATION FOR BLOCK
78 LOT 12 APPROVED ON FEBRUARY 25, 2020

WHEREAS,  on February 25, 2020, this Municipal Council passed resolution
#79-20 authorizing the multi-year tax appeal settlement concerning the property
know as 97 South Street (Block 78 Lot 12) with Veronica & Aline Alroy; and

WHEREAS,  said resolution called for the withdrawal of the 2018 and 2019
tax years; and

WHEREAS, the recommended settled assessment for the 2018 and 2019 tax
years should have been $475,000 for the 2018 tax year and $475,000 for the 2019
tax year; and

WHEREAS, said recommendation will result in an approximate total refund
of $7,642 for both tax years; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved as follows:
1.  The above recitals are incorporated herein.

2. Resolution  #79-20  is  hereby  amended  to  reflect  that  the  settled
assessments for the 2018 and 2019 tax years shall  be $475,000 for
each tax years that will result in a refund in the amount of $3,354.98
for the 2018 tax year and $4,287.57 for the 2019 tax year.  

3. The City’s Tax Appeal Attorneys, the City’s Appraiser and the City’s Tax
Assessor are in agreement with the terms of said settlements and are
authorized to take any action necessary to effectuate this resolution
and the settlements referenced herein.

4. The City’s Tax Appeal Attorney, Edna J. Jordan, Esq. or Kenneth A. Porro,
Esq.  are  authorized  to  execute  a  Stipulation  of  Settlement  at  the
corrected amounts. 
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Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO.  179-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY TO SETTLE THE CASES
ON THE ATTACHED LIST DATED APRIL 27, 2020 THAT WERE SCHEDULED

FOR TRIAL OR SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the names on the attached list are owners of real estate of the
Block and Lots specified on said list: and

WHEREAS,  the  owners  set  forth  on  the  list  have  filed  tax  appeals
challenging  the  assessments  for  the  above  referenced  tax  years  as  more
specifically set forth on said list; and

WHEREAS,  each Block  and Lots  listed therein  was/were  assessed at  the
amount stated therein for the noted tax years; and

WHEREAS, the owners are seeking a reduction in the total assessments for
said Block and Lots for the respective years; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Tax Appeal Attorney, Edna J. Jordan, Esq. of Chasan
Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, P.C. has completed discovery/inquiry with respect
to these matters and has consulted with the City Tax Assessor, Arthur Carlson, CTA
and the City’s Appraiser, McNerney & Associates, Inc. and has conducted extensive
negotiations with counsel for the taxpayer; and

WHEREAS,  the  parties  have  agreed  that  prejudgment  interest  shall  be
waived as a condition of any and all settlements; and

WHEREAS,  the City’s  Tax Appeal Attorneys,  the City’s  Appraiser and the
City’s  Tax  Assessor  are  in  agreement  with  the  terms  of  said  settlements  and
believe that it  would be in the best interest of  the City to settle said cases in
accordance with the terms as stated on the attached list;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the City
of Hackensack agrees to authorize the City’s Tax Appeal Attorney, Edna J. Jordan,
Esq. or Kenneth A. Porro, Esq. to execute a Stipulation of Settlement on behalf of
the City of Hackensack with respect to the cases on the attached list pending in
the Tax Court of New Jersey for the tax years and at the new assessments stated
on said list.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 180-20

RESOLUTION TO AMEND CY2020 APPROVED BUDGET 
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WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2020 was approved on April 7,
2020; and  

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised on May
5, 2020; and  

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Mayor and Council of the City of
Hackensack, County of Bergen, New Jersey, that the following amendments to the
approved budget of 2020 be made: 

CURRENT FUND FROM TO
General Revenues

3. Miscellaneous Revenues – Section B: State Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations:

Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Aid 87,118.00 0.00

Energy Receipts Tax (P.L. 1997, Chap 162 & 167) 4,209,466.00 4,296,584.00

CURRENT FUND FROM TO
General Appropriations 
8. (A) Operations – within “CAPS”

FROM TO

Public Health Services:
Other Expenses 55,500 55,673

Total Operations within “CAPS” 76,905,630 76,905,803

Total Operations Including Contingent – within “CAPS” 76,913,130 76,913,303

Total Operations Including Contingent – within “CAPS” – Detail:

Other Expenses (Including Contingent) 33,525,820 33,525,993

(H-1) Total General Appropriations for Municipal Purposes within “CAPS”:
87,631,186 87,631,359

Shared Service Agreements

Nursing Services – Hack Board of Education 10,422 10,249

Total Interlocal Municipal Service Agreements 20,422 20,249

Total Operations – excluded from “CAPS”: 9,205,078.24 9,204,905.24

Total Operations – excluded from “CAPS” – Detail:

Other Expenses 9,205,078.24 9,204,905.24

(H-2) Total General Appropriations for Municipal Purposes Excluded from “CAPS”:
19,383,051.24

19,382,878.24

(O) Total General Appropriations – Excluded from “CAPS” 19,383,051.24
19,382,878.24

PARKING UTILITY FUND FROM TO

Operating:
Other Expenses 559,000 529,960

Debt Service:
Interest on Notes 3,168 32,208
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BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of
Hackensack does hereby approve this amendment to the approved budget for the
Fiscal Year 2020. 

BE IT FURTTHER RESOLVED, this amendment will be published in the May 10,
2020 edition of the Bergen Record advertising that the public hearing will be held
on May 19, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 

Due to the current state of emergency due to COVID-19, and for the health,
safety and welfare of the public, it is possible that the City will not be able to safely
hold an-person City Council meeting on May 19, 2020.  In such instance, the City
will  utilize the “Zoom” on-line meeting platform to conduct an electronic public
meeting.    If  the City Council  will  be meeting electronically,  details  on how to
access and participate in the hearing will  be published on the City’s website at
www.hackensack.org and in the Record newspaper in the issue of May 10, 2020.  

If  the  meeting  is  held  electronically,  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  will  be
accepting  e-mailed  public  comments  in  advance  of  the  meeting  for  those
individuals who are unable to participate electronically. The comments will be read
into  the record by the City Clerk.  You may e-mail  comments  and questions  to
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye at asaabye@hackensack.org.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed
forthwith  in  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Local  Government  Services  for  her
certification of the Fiscal Year 2020 local municipal budget so amended. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 181-20

EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION
Prior to the Adoption of the Budget

Per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20

WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the need to
make payments for operating expenses prior to the adoption of the budget, and no
adequate provision has been made in the 2020 temporary budget for the aforesaid
purpose; and 

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A.  40A:4-20  provides  for  the  creation  of  an  emergency
temporary appropriations for the purpose above mentioned; and

WHEREAS, 26.25% of the total appropriations in the 2019 Budget, exclusive
of  any  appropriations  made  for  interest  and  debt  redemption  charges,  capital
improvements, and public assistance is $25,535,583.69; and 

WHEREAS,  the total emergency temporary appropriations adopted in the
year  pursuant  to  the  provision  of  N.J.S.A.  40A:4-20  (Chapter  96,  P.L.  1951
amended) including this resolution total $42,799,606.
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NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  (not  less  than  two-thirds  of  all
members  therefore  affirmatively  concurring)  that  in  accordance  with  N.J.S.A.
40A:4-20:

1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:

Current Fund 
TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATION S&W       O/E      TOTAL

Admin/Exec 0-01-20-100-100 14,000 14,000
Municipal Clerk 0-01-20-120-120 6,000 6,000
Financial Admin 0-01-20-130-130 18,000 18,000
Tax Collection 0-01-20-145-145 19,000 19,000
Tax Assessment 0-01-20-150-150 5,000 5,000
Project Mgmt. 0-01-20-165-165 4,000 4,000
Economic Development 0-01-20-170-170 4,000 4,000
Rent Stabilization 0-01-21-190-190 1,000 1,000
UCC Bldg Inspection 0-01-22-195-195 23,000 23,000
Property Inspection 0-01-22-200-200 20,000 20,000
Group Insurance 0-01-23-210-210- 1,500,000 1,500,000
Workers’ Compensation 0-01-23-215-215 100,000 100,000
Police 0-01-25-240-240 300,000 300,000
Crossing Guards 0-01-25-240-241 50,000 50,000
Communication Oper 0-01-25-240-243 22,000 22,000
Fire 0-01-25-265-265 500,000 40,000 540,000
Fire Official 0-01-25-265-266 100,000 100,000
Fire Alarm 0-01-25-265-267 2,000 2,000
Public Buildings 0-01-26-130-130 30,000 15,000 45,000
Streets & Roads 0-01-26-290-290 4,000 4,000
DPW Admin 0-01-26-300-300 35,000 35,000
City Garage 0-01-26-300-301 16,000 16,000
Street Cleaning 0-01-26-300-302 3,000 3,000
Garbage & Trash 0-01-26-305-305 55,000 55,000
Sewers 0-01-26-311-311 10,000 10,000
Shade Tree 0-01-26-313-313 5,000 5,000
Health 0-01-27-330-331 25,000 25,000
Recreation 0-01-28-370-370 7,000 7,000
Cultural Arts 0-01-28-371-371 10,000 10,000
Parks & Playgrounds 0-01-28-375-375 20,000 20,000
Johnson Library 0-01-29-390-390 250,000 250,000
Info / Technology 0-01-30-415-415 5,000 5,000
Electricity 0-01-31-430-430 20,000 20,000
Telephone 0-01-31-440-440 18,000 18,000
Sewer Treatment/BCUA 0-01-31-455-456 1,500,000 1,500,000
Gasoline 0-01-31-460-460 10,000 10,000
Fire Hydrants 0-01-31-461-461 12,000 12,000
Pension – PERS 0-01-36-471-471 1,491,186 1,491,186
Social Security 0-01-36-472-472 40,000 40,000
Pension – PFRS 0-01-36-475-475 7,761,870 7,761,870
DCRP 0-01-36-476-476 2,000 2,000
Municipal Court 0-01-43-490-490 28,000 28,000

Parking Utility Fund 
TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATION S&W       O/E      TOTAL

Salaries & Wages 0-05-55-501-000 11,000 11,000
        

2. That said emergency appropriation will be provided for in the 2020 operating
budget in full. 

3. That three certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services 
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Deputy 
Mayor Sims  X    X      

Battaglia      X      
Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 182-20

RESOUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF 2019 PARKING UTILITY BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS 

WHEREAS,  various Year 2019 bills have been presented for payment this
year, which bills  were not covered by Year 2019 Budget Appropriations for the
Hackensack Parking Utility; and 

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A.  40A:4-58  provides  that  amounts  in  excess  of
appropriations over and above the amounts deemed to be necessary to fulfill the
purpose of such appropriations may be transferred to appropriations deemed to be
insufficient during the first three months of the reserve year.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  by the City Council  of  the City of
Hackensack that the transfers in the amount of $1,936.00 be made between the
Year 2019 Budget Appropriations, retroactive to December 31, 2019, as follows:

Parking Utility Fund
FROM DEPARTMENT  
9-05-55-502-000-200 Parking Operating – OE $  1,936.00

TO

9-05-55-523-000-215 Parking Operating – Interest on Notes $  1,936.00

Total $  1,936.00
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 183-20

RESOLUTION INSTITUTING A GRACE PERIOD CONCLUDING ON JUNE 1,
2020 FOR THE PAYMENT OF SECOND-QUARTER PROPERTY TAXES

WHEREAS, Governor Phillip D. Murphy issued Executive Order 103 on March
9, 2020, declaring a Public Health Emergency and a State of Emergency exists in
New Jersey due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic; and,

WHEREAS,  the  aforementioned  Public  Health  Emergency  and  State  of
Emergency continue to exist; and,

WHEREAS,  the City Council  is  cognizant that property taxpayers may be
suffering from financial hardships as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including
but  not  limited  to,  loss  or  drop  of  income  or  unexpected  expenses  due  to
necessary health and child care; and, 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-67(a) provides that a municipality may fix the rate
of  interest  to  be  charged for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes,  assessments,  or  other
municipal  liens  or  charges,  on  or  before  the  date  when  they  would  become
delinquent, and may provide that no interest shall be charged if payment of any
installment is made within the tenth calendar day following the date upon which
the same became delinquent, thereby establishing a grace period running through
May 11, 2020 for  second-quarter property taxes, as to the City of Hackensack’s
budget cycle; and,

WHEREAS, on April 28, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order 130,
which  in  pertinent  part  authorizes  municipalities  to  establish  a  grace  period
extension  no  later  than  June  1,  2020  for  payment  of  second-quarter  property
taxes, and declares that any provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-66(a), N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.1(a)
and N.J.S.A. 54:4-67(a) inconsistent with the Executive Order are suspended for the
duration of the Public Health Emergency; and,

WHEREAS,  the  City  Council  is  aware  that  under  New  Jersey  law  and
Executive Order 130 if property taxes become delinquent on or after June 2, 2020,
interest will revert back to the statutory due date of May 1, 2020, and the City
Council  further  believes  that  it  is  important  that  the  public  be  aware  of  the
consequences of a late payment; and, 

WHEREAS,  for  the  benefit  of  Hackensack’s  property  taxpayers,  the  City
Council believes it is necessary and appropriate to exercise the authority granted
by Executive Order 130 and institute a grace period through June 1, 2020 for the
payment of second-quarter property taxes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack as follows:

1. The preamble to this resolution is hereby incorporated as fully restated
herein.

2. The City Council hereby institutes a grace period through June 1, 2020 for
the payment of second-quarter property taxes for properties in the City of
Hackensack in accordance with the provisions  of  Executive Order 130,
provided, however, that if property taxes become delinquent on or after
June 2, 2020, the law mandates that interest reverts back to the statutory
due date of May 1, 2020.

3. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded by the City Clerk to
the  Director  of  the  Division  of  Local  Government  Services  in  the
Department of Community Affairs within three (3) business days of the
adoption of this Resolution.  

4. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Tax Collector, 
Chief Financial Officer, and City Manager.

5. This Resolution shall be immediately effective.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

                                                                   RESOLUTION NO. 184-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that the bills in the
following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

Current Fund $ 4,516,570.51
Grants             717.50
Payroll   1,628,169.32
Public Parking System            241.73
Capital              129,015.42
 Escrow         6,971.70
Trust Account        33,732.97

                    Total Expenditures    6,315,419.15 
Interfunds/Transfers  $ 152,693.32
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 185-20

RESOLUTION CALLING ALL RESIDENTS AND BUISNESSES TO HONOR
HEALTHCARE WORKERS ON THE FRONT LINES OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS

AND “LIGHT THE FIGHT”

WHEREAS,  the  Coronavirus  (aka,  SARS-CoV-2)  causes  the  disease
COVID-19, which has been declared a global pandemic by the World Health
Organization; 

WHEREAS,  the  COVID-19  pandemic  has  impacted  the  lives  of  every
resident of State of New Jersey and in the City of Hackensack;

WHEREAS,  Coronavirus  is  highly  contagious,  and  can  be  deadly.
Approximately  20  percent  of  those  infected  with  Coronavirus  require
hospitalization, and five percent require critical care according to the CDC;

WHEREAS,  frontline  healthcare  workers,  including  doctors,  nurses,
respiratory therapists, paramedics, EMTs, and support staff, put themselves at
risk to care for Coronavirus patients;

WHEREAS, shortages of healthcare workers to care for patients in this
unprecedent  crisis  demands  that  many  work  extra  shifts,  in  difficult
conditions, away from their families, at all times of the day and night and on
holidays;
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WHEREAS,  this service, all for the selfless benefit of the community,
can place healthcare workers in harm’s way and at personal risk;

WHEREAS,  it  is  important  to recognize  the enormity  of  the day-to-day
sacrifices and heroism of our  healthcare workers  in  hospitals,  skilled nursing
facilities, urgent care sites, ambulances, and testing centers;

WHEREAS, many residents and businesses in the City of Hackensack would
like to shine a light on the tireless dedication, bravery, and service of health care
workers during the COVID-19 pandemic.

WHEREAS,  communities across the State of New Jersey are encouraging
residents and businesses to “Light The Fight,” where all of our communities can
celebrate the heroism of our healthcare workers by hanging a string of lights, or
placing bright lanterns or flameless candles in front of their homes or places of
business;

WHEREAS;  the  lights  reflect  the  appreciation  we feel  towards  our  heroic
health care workers letting them know how grateful we are for their dedication to
the health and well-being of our communities.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  City  of  Hackensack
recognizes  all  frontline  healthcare  workers  as  “Healthcare  Heroes”  for  their
dedicated heroism and bravery and for going to work to fight Coronavirus and
COVID-19;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that all residents and businesses in the
City of Hackensack are encouraged to hang a string of lights, or place bright
lanterns or flameless candles in front of their property, in their front window,
or elsewhere on their property;

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  all  residents  and  businesses  are
encouraged to take photos of their lights and post them to social media with the
hash  tag  “#LightTheFight”  to  let  our  Healthcare  Heroes  know  that  we  are
standing behind them;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Hackensack shall display lights on
for  the  duration  of  the  State  of  Emergency  and  a  Public  Health  Emergency
declared pursuant to Governor Phil Murphy’s Executive Orders 103 and 119.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 186-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HACKENSACK TO 
ACCEPT A STATE OF NEW JERSEY SFY 2020 SAFE AND SECURE

COMMUNITIES GRANT 

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack was awarded a grant in the amount of 
$60,000 through the 2020 Safe and Secure Communities Grant Program; and, 

WHEREAS, said grant award will be supported by $343,866.00 in matching 
funds, provided by the City of Hackensack, towards this project for a total project 
cost of $403,866.00; and,
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WHEREAS, said grant award has been assigned the Sub-Award # of P-20-
0223 by the State of New Jersey, Office of the Attorney General, Department of 
Law and Public Safety; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack has between 03/02/2020 and 03/01/2021
to complete all project related activities associated with said grant award.               

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Hackensack that:

1. The City of Hackensack is hereby authorized to accept said grant award for 
the purposes described within the grant application.

2. Mayor John Labrosse is hereby authorized to execute said grant agreement.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 187-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMBULANCE REIMBURSEMENT  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack, that
the  proper  officers  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  following
reimbursements for ambulance services:

$908.00  M.C.03022020 March 2, 2020
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 188-20

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID CONTRACT OF $307,624 TO
J.C. CONTRACTING FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS

AT MAIN STREET & MERCER STREET

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack desires to improve the condition of Main
Street  in  Hackensack,  including  a  comprehensive  streetscape and traffic signal
improvements; and
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WHEREAS, the City solicited bid proposals for the improvement of the traffic
signal system at the intersection of Main Street and Mercer Street; and 

WHEREAS,  the City opened bid proposals on April 28, 2020 and a total of
four (4) bid proposals were received; and 

WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack now wish to
award a contract to the lowest responsible respondent. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. J.C.  Contracting  of  681  Mill  St.,  Rahway,  NJ  07065  is  hereby  awarded  a
contract in the amount not to exceed $307,624 for the traffic signal system
improvement  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street  and  Mercer  Street,  in
accordance with the specifications proposed. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation in budget account C-04-19-028-000-200 to fund the purchases
authorized in this resolution as an express and mandatory condition of the
award of this contract. 

3. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the contract documents
necessary to effectuate the award of this contract. The City Attorney shall
review any and all contractual documents prepared in furtherance of this
award. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 189-20

RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL BIDS RECEIVED FOR THE
 ATLANTIC STREET PARKING GARAGE RENOVATION PROJECT 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  desires  to  improve  the  safety  and
structure of the public parking garage on Atlantic Street; and

WHEREAS, the City solicited bid proposals for the renovation of said parking
structure; and 

WHEREAS, the City opened bid proposals on March 11, 2020 and a total of
ten (10) bid proposals were received; and

WHEREAS,  the  lowest  bid  received  was  substantially  greater  than  the
budget appropriation for this project. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, County of Bergen, that bids be rejected in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40A:11-13.2  because  the  lowest  bid  substantially  exceeds  the  budget
appropriation for this project. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 190-20

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCRUED TIME PAYOUT OF $60,972.03
TO THE ESTATE OF MARY KURZUM              

WHEREAS,  N.J.A.C.  5:30-15  established  rules  that  govern  how  local
government  units  manage and finance compensation  for  accumulated absence
time for their respective employees, and

WHEREAS,  accumulated  absence includes  any  sick  days,  vacation  days,
personal days, compensatory time or any other absence time authorized as part of
an employer agreement, which is not used by the employee during the allowed
period  and  which  is  permitted  to  accumulate  over  time  to  the  benefit  of  the
employee, and 

WHEREAS,  the  Chief  Financial  Officer  has  certified  that  the  funds  and
authority  exist  to pay  the Estate of  Mary Kurzum  owed sick days,  vacation
days, personal days and compensatory time; and 

WHEREAS,  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  has  authorized  the  payment  of
$60,972.03 to the Estate of Mary Kurzum for said time.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack hereby approves payment to the Estate of Mary Kurzum in
the amount of  $60,972.03  for an accrued time payout in accordance with the
rules and regulations established by the Local Finance Board for such payments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chief Financial Officer certifies that there
are funds available in the furtherance of this resolution to be located in budget
account 0-01-30-415-416-119. 
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Mayor 
Labrosse      X      

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 191-20

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT OF $44,500 FOR ENGINEERING
SERVICES TO SUBURBAN ENGINEERING FOR JOHNSON PARK

 SPORTS FACILITY DESIGN & PERMITTING

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack desires to construct a multi-field sports
facility  in  Johnson Park,  together with drainage and parking improvements  and
requires engineering services for the design and required New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection permitting for said project; and

WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Proposals regarding this service;
and

WHEREAS,  it  was determined that  the proposal  received from Suburban
Consulting  Engineers  is  the  most  advantageous  to  the  City  based  on  cost,
expertise in  this  field and vast experience and specific prior  knowledge of this
particular project.    

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City

of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. Suburban Consulting Engineers of 96 U.S. Highway 206, Flanders, NJ 07836
is hereby awarded a contract in an amount not to exceed $44,500 for the
engineering services related to the design and permitting of  the Johnson
Park  Sports  Facility  Project,  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  attached
thereof. 

2. A  Certification  of  Funds  has  been  prepared and authorized  by  the  Chief
Financial  Officer  for  the  said  contract  assuring  that  there  is  a  sufficient
appropriation  to  fund  the  purchases  authorized  in  this  resolution  as  an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is C-04-16-014-000-200.

4. The  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  the  contract
documents  necessary  to  effectuate  the  award  of  this  contract.  The  City
Attorney  shall  review  any  and  all  contractual  documents  prepared  in
furtherance of this award.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 192-20

RESOLUTION AUHTORIZING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COUNTY ROAD RESURFACING

PROGRAM
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WHEREAS,  the  County  of  Bergen  (“County”)  engages  in  regular
maintenance  of  approximately  450  miles  of  County  roads,  including  periodic
resurfacing of same; and,

WHEREAS,  the  County  has  developed  a  interlocal  service  agreement  to
establish  a  mechanism  to  allow  it  to  properly  cooperate  and  coordinate  with
municipalities in which County roads are located; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack (“City”) has been advised by the County
that it  anticipates that it will be resurfacing one or more County roads within the
City, and the City wishes to cooperate with the County in these efforts; and,

WHEREAS,  the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, P.L. 2007,
c.63 (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq.) (“Act”) promotes the broad use of shared services
as a technique to reduce local expenses funded by property taxpayers; and,

WHEREAS, the County has prepared a form of shared services agreement
(“Agreement”) to perform the services contemplated by this resolution; and,

WHEREAS,  the Agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City
Attorney, and the City Council finds the terms of the Agreement to be fair and
reasonable; and,

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A. 40A:65-5,  this  Agreement  shall  become
effective upon the County’s receipt of this Resolution authorizing entry into the
Agreement and the City’s execution of same.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Hackensack as follows:

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as if set forth at length herein.

2. The City Council hereby endorses the attached Shared Services Agreement
with the County, and approves the terms contained therein.

3. The Mayor, City Manager and City Attorney are authorized to execute any
and all documents and take any additional action as may be necessary to
implement the intent and purpose of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall immediately provide a
certified copy of this Resolution to the City Manager, City Attorney, Bergen County
Executive and the Clerk of the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 193-20

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR ADA CURB RAMP GRANT PROGRAM
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WHEREAS, both federal and state laws and regulations require that public
sidewalks at intersections provide, at a minimum, depressed curb cuts, detectable
warning surfaces and a landing area at crosswalk locations; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen (“County”) has established a countywide
Cooperative ADA Engineering Design Grant Program (“Program”) to make County
funds available to a municipality, on a reimbursement basis for engineering design
work, as directed by the County Engineer, to bring curb ramps along County roads
into compliance with legal requirements; 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  (“City”)  wishes  to  participate  in  the
Program; and,

WHEREAS,  the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, P.L. 2007,
c.63 (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq.) (“Act”) promotes the broad use of shared services
as a technique to reduce local expenses funded by property taxpayers; and,

WHEREAS, the County has prepared a form of agreement (“Agreement”) to
perform the acts contemplated by this resolution; and,

WHEREAS,  the Agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City
Attorney, and the City Council finds the terms of the Agreement to be fair and
reasonable; and,

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A. 40A:65-5,  this  Agreement  shall  become
effective upon the County’s receipt of this Resolution authorizing entry into the
Agreement and the City’s execution of same.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Hackensack as follows:

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as if set forth at length herein.

2. The City Council hereby endorses the attached Agreement with the County,
and approves the terms contained therein.

3. The Mayor, City Manager and City Attorney are authorized to execute any
and all documents and take any additional action as may be necessary to
implement the intent and purpose of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall immediately provide a
certified copy of this Resolution to the City Manager, City Attorney, Bergen County
Executive and the Clerk of the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Public Comment

A motion to open the meeting to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 

Blanche Stuart – Hackensack – I did email a question about will Hackensack follow
the lead of Bergenfield and Teaneck by offering Covid-19 testing for all residents? 
From what we have learned, the costs of the tests would be covered by Medicare
and private insurance.  Hackensack would only need to provide a location. 

Mayor  Labrosse  responded  –  The  County  mobile  truck  will  be  coming  to
Hackensack in the near future.  We are also working on some things with some
surrounding municipalities.  They do take Medicaid or insurance but yes, we will be
having testing in Hackensack.   

Susan McVeigh responded – Rite Aid will begin testing on Essex Street on May 11,
2020 and the mobile testing with the County, neither will have any charge.  You
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will have to make an appointment at Rite Aid and it is open to everyone in the
community.  We will post more information on the website once we have it.  We
don’t have all of the logistics yet since we don’t want crowds but we will figure it
out to make it work best for all the residents.    

Bridgette – Hackensack – I am asking this question representing the Work Group.
Does the City provide our Police, Fire, Sanitation workers masks, gloves, hazmat
suits for PPE during the pandemic to protect them?  How often are they given the
supplies?  

City Manager responded – All of our employees have been provided PPE protective
gear.  Each department has their own use or policy but universally all the essential
employees are provided this material.  I have not had any issues where employees
have felt they are not being protected as far as gear.  We are also having the
offices sanitized weekly.  

Victor Geddis – Hackensack – What is the involvement of the City Council with the
Board of Education election? 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I endorsed a slate which I am entitled to do.  As far as
involvement  with  the  election,  what  are  you  asking?  You  have  to  be  more
descriptive.  

Mr. Geddis responded – For example, in early December, people were contacting
me on behalf  of  Lance Powell,  the  President  of  the Board of  Education,  about
possibly running.  I wasn’t sure at that point because I didn’t know him. In late
January, I had a meeting with Lance Powell and someone else.  In this meeting, he
stated that it would be a good idea if I could run on his slate but to run on hit slate,
he needed permission from Kathy Canestrino.  He stated that she was the head of
the candidates and providing resources for the candidates.  So, are you saying
there is no involvement but she is on the Council?  Dave Sims went around saying
people to run for City Council as long as they were not a member of the Work
Group and I am a proud member of the Work Group.  

Mayor  Labrosse responded –  I  cannot  answer  for  Kathy.  I  haven’t  spoken to a
Board of Education member in upwards of a year other than to say hello to Lance
Powell passing in the hallway at work.  I saw Ira Goodman during the clap out at
the hospital.  I have not had any conversations with anyone.  I hear all the stuff
that the Council  is  running the Board of  Ed.  There are meetings between the
Council and the Board of Ed which never happened before.  It didn’t happen for
years because there was always a battle between the Council and the Board of Ed.
They seem to be working well together.  I stay out of that because my wife is a
teacher. I  am sure if you give Kathy a call or email her, she will  be more than
happy to answer.  

Mr. Geddis responded – It appears to me that the Coty Council wants control over
the Board of  Education with this arrangement that Kathy Canestrino is the one
running the campaign for the Board of Ed.  I couldn’t be a part of it because she
didn’t approve.  You guys don’t know anything about this? One more thing – I have
the person that was with us and he can verify that this actually happened.  

Carolyn Davis – Hackensack – I offer my sympathies to Deputy Mayor Canestrino.  I
am the President and founder of the Work Group.  Are Police, Fire, and Sanitation
getting increased pay during this time?  

City Manager responded – There is no hazard pay being offered to Police, Fire or
DPW.  They have contractual agreements.  That would have to be negotiated with
their unions.  They have all shown up and acted as the professionals they are, they
have my deepest respect but they are not being compensated any more than what
was negotiated in their contracts.  
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Robert Robinson – Hackensack – My question was answered earlier on about the
testing.  We have the senior buildings here and we need to make sure that all the
seniors get tested as they are the ones that get most stricken with the virus.  I
think the remote needs to be at 60 Kansas Street and the other senior buildings on
65 First Street and on Beech Street.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I agree 100 percent and will make sure that happens.
The only problem with mobile units with logistics, they need a certain amount of
square footage for tents but we will make sure they are in close proximity to the
seniors.  One site is probably going to be Johnson Park, not for the seniors, but that
just shows how big of an area that is needed for them to set up and operate safely.
We can make arrangements for seniors to get to testing if needed.    

Yvette Irving – Hackensack – I am also part of the Working Group. Just a follow up
about the Board of Education election and the Labrosse Team’s endorsement, I am
wondering if you can explain to the public why you have endorsed the ticket you
endorsed? 

City Attorney responded – I  am going to have to jump in here and advise the
Council that given the political endorsement, it would not be appropriate to discuss
the merits of particular candidates in this forum.  It is not related to governmental
business.   That is a conversation that they can have with you offline but we should
not get into political endorsements at a city council meeting, respectfully.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I would be more than happy if you want you can email
me or speak to me on my personal phone. I would be more than happy to discuss
it with anyone.  Because of the recommendation of legal counsel, I will not discuss
my endorsement of anyone here.  

Ms. Irving responded - It raises an ethical issue but we can talk about it separately.

Randy Glover – Hackensack – I am also a member of the Working Group. I do think
there is an ethics issue on the Council.  Although the attorney said it’s a political
issue, once the politicians go to the public to endorse someone, it’s a public issue.  

Peter Marchesani – Hackensack – My condolences for Emil.  I  have said this before
that  the  work  you  have  put  in  over  the  years  while  going  through  personal
surgeries,  deaths in the family,  issues,  Kathy was the most extreme case with
Emil’s health for so long and never skipped a beat when it came to city business.
It is quite extraordinary. I know all had personal issues and have done the same
thing. Absenteeism at council meetings has been nonexistent.  True public service
and I want to thank you for that especially in these crazy times.  I am looking at
Susan here and wondering what she is going through processing death certificates
in the past two months. The sanitation workers are picking up garbage and not
skipping  a  beat  knowing  they  are  handling  hazardous  waste  even  if  its  not
hazardous waste.  Of course, the police and firemen and first responders are doing
an excellent job.  Thank you for all you do. Your dedication is well appreciated by
me and my family.

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack - Good Evening, I hope all are well. My condolences
to the Canestrino family as well as others who have lost loved ones. My questions
pertain to COVID-19 response and status in Hackensack If you do not have answers
to my questions available, kindly email the information to me. 1. Hackensack has
the  highest  number  of  cases  in  the  County,  and  our  County  has  the  highest
number of cases in the State. Has the City considered opening one of our parks for
a testing site for Hackensack residents and employees, including those who are
asymptomatic?
Bergenfield and other towns, that don't have numbers like ours, are doing it, at
little cost to the municipality and no cost to those being tested. I have heard that
the City Attorney rejected this idea as too expensive. Meanwhile Hoboken, with
less than half the number of cases, where the City Attorney lives, does testing. The
City absolutely can absorb the minimal cost, from our $12 million reserve, for the
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health  and  safety  of  the  residents.  We  can  easily  follow  the  lead  of  other
towns, although as the County Seat we should be leading. If the City truly has a
good relationship with the hospital that shares our name, it should be a no-brainer.
2. Better clarification of the COVID numbers in Hackensack would be helpful so
that  residents  can get  a  clear  picture  of  the current  status  of  cases.  The City
website lists new cases, total cases, deaths, and closed cases. Does this include all
cases from LTCs in Hackensack, total and deaths?
If not, what are the LTC cases for Hackensack residents, including deaths? When
will  we know the actual  number  of  confirmed,  not  just  presumed,  cases?  This
information would let us know if active cases in the City outside of LTCs is over 500
or 600, as it appears at first, or if it is under 200 when LTC data is removed. With
regard to social media, I did an informal poll on Facebook and most who responded
do not use the City website at all and get their info from social media. The City still
resists use of social media. However, a few City Council Facebook pages, that are
not  open  to  all  residents,  are  being  used  for  what  appear  to  be  official
communications.  This  is  contrary  to  open  and  transparent  government.  On  a
resident's  Facebook  page,  the  Mayor  criticized  the  Work  Group  for  not  being
transparent. He posted "we" have not found one name associated with the Work
Group.  This  is  despite  the  fact  that  resident  members  of  the  group  identify
themselves as such at Council and Board of Ed meetings. Government should be
transparent to the residents, not the other way around. Why is the Mayor, and
whomever  else  constitutes  "we",  searching  for  members  of  a  resident  group
because they endorsed a Board of Ed slate?  Why is he inserting himself into the
election? City officials should stay out of the Board of Ed election. It's been a long
strange trip, and it's not over. I would like to commend Hackensack residents for
finding their own way through this so far, helping when and how they are able, and
communicating on social media and keeping each other informed. Be well.

City Attorney responded – Just because I was mentioned personally on that, I want
to be clear about something which is that I do not make policy on behalf of the
city.  I was contacted by a single vendor about possible testing within the city. I
gathered information and forwarded it to the Health Officer and City Manager for
their review and assessment of how to proceed. To the extent that Ms. DiPasqua
suggests I would have any role in that is patently absurd so I want to make that
clear for the record.    

Nelson Mansilla - Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen. My name is Nelson James
Mansilla, just a little background on myself, I was born and raised in Hackensack.
As a matter of fact, Mayor Labrosse was one of my little league baseball coaches,
Hi Coach! I have been thinking of all the nurses, doctors and first responders and
all of the hard work they are putting into the community and I wanted to see if I
can do my part to help as well. I work with Bio-Reference Laboratories (I have been
with  the company for  19 years).   Founded in  1981,  Bio-Reference is  the  third
largest clinical laboratory in the United States, providing diagnostic services for
nearly 40 years.  I have joined the fight against COVID-19 and we have partnered
with  multiple  counties  in  NJ/NY  and  neighboring  cities  to  provide  testing  to
residents and first responders. As we know, Hackensack is the county seat and has
shown to be the City with the now highest cases of COVID-19. With that being said,
I would love the opportunity to team up with the City of Hackensack to provide
COVID-19 testing/Antibody testing at a city appointed testing site.  Whether it is for
First responders, Doctors, Nurses, PD, FD, and/or City residents. There is federal
funding available through FEMA and The CARES Act.  The City's department of
Health  can  further  explore  funding  to  lessen  the  burden  from  a  financial
standpoint. Is the City of Hackensack actively looking to create a Drive-thru pop up
site to help identify and prevent the spread of COVID-19 within the community?
Stay safe and be well everyone.

No one else wished to speak.  A motion to close the meeting to the public was
offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 

Council Comments
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Councilwoman Von Rudenborg – Thanks for joining us.  My condolences to the
Canestrino family.  Emil was a witty, genuine, honest, smart man and was always
talking about the good old days.  He was always encouraging and supportive of me
as a Councilperson.  He always made us feel like we were friends forever.  He was
so incredibly proud of kids, grandkids, and Kathy.  He will be greatly missed.  As far
as the endorsement, as a parent of three students in the school system, I would
love to have a private conversation about who I support and who I believe will have
my children as well as the student in Hackensack’s best interest at heart. I have
never used my platform here as a Councilperson to endorse one party or another
but as a parent, I have a right to decide who I want to support. The community
garden is open by reservation only. Sanitizer has been placed at the kiosk. Please
remember practice social distancing.  This week is Teacher Appreciation Week and
I would like to acknowledge all the teachers. As a supervisor in special education, I
know how difficult it is for many students to stay on task and stay focused, and I
recognize many parents are working from home and support their children.  The
teachers are coming up with creative ways to keep students engaged.  Thank you
to DPW, Fire, Police, City workers, our Clerks, the Manager, our CFO and support
staff, Susan.  As the parks become open please abide by the rules for open spaces.
Today there were two instances with people on field 7 at Foschini Park with dogs
off the leash on the baseball field.  We still have to abide by the rules.  Thank you
to Pablo at Choripan for another successful food donation.   

Mayor Labrosse – A woman’s question popped up about firewood at the DPW.  The
answer is yes, they are still giving it out.  

Deputy Mayor Sims – Prayers and condolences to everyone who has lost someone
to covid19 especially  to the Canestrino family.  Emil  was near and dear to  our
hearts.  I used to talk to him about the Mets and Jets, I am a Yankee fan so I will
miss those conversations. This Thursday, May 7 is the National Day of Prayer.  The
Fellowship  of  the  Black  Churches  along  with  several  other  organizations  are
holding a 5-minute drive by park and pray between 9AM and 9PM.  It is teacher
appreciation week.  I  salute my colleagues. Two food pantries will  be held this
Thursday 11AM.  One is at 291 Second Street and one is at 80 Grand Avenue.
These  are  drive-by  events  with  no  walk-ups  allowed.   I  want  to  thank  all
organizations, food panties, and restaurants who are helping those in need.  I am
proud to be part of our giving community.  Every Friday at 8:20, the lights at the
high school field will be turned on in honor of our senior class.  Please continue
social distancing, hand washing, and wear your masks.  We are Hackensack strong
and will get through this together

Councilman Battaglia – Kathy lost her husband of 48 years, the grandkids lost their
wonderful papa, and I lost my dear best friend.  We would go around the City and
Emil was really happy with all the improvements going on in the City.   We spent
every Wednesday at the Lion’s meeting.  My friend suffered for the past 4 months
in the hospital.  He was like superman.  He went through so many health problems
and now he is resting and I will remember him forever as long as I live.  He will
always be in my head and heart.  My condolences to Kathy and her family.  The
paving continues on Prospect south side and the north side today. We will continue
to  Elm Street  and a  portion  of  Prospect  from Spring  Valley  to  Catalpa.   I  am
working to try to improve the lights in the city.  We are working with PSEG.  We are
in  conversations  with  the  County  to  pave  streets  that  are  County  roads.   My
recommendation is to stay home. I not only lost Emil, but today I went to a funeral
for one of my soccer player’s fathers.  He was only 58 years old.  The virus killed
him too.  Say to your friends now that you love them, don’t wait until its too late.
Thank you.

Mayor Labrosse – Thank you to all of our departments who are working, police, fire,
DPW, city hall workers, the ones on here tonight. We appreciate it.  Hopefully we
get through this soon. I want to thank the Carroll family who are feeding tons of
people  in  town.  I  am trying  to  get  some funding  for  them to  help  them out.
Choripan and Clemente’s  are doing a tremendous job too.   You can donate to
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either group. Choirpan has a Go Fund Me page.  If you are working and haven’t
been affected financially, let’s get some food on the table for some residents.  Leo,
during Emil’s illness, Leo was always there to help him. He wasn’t just your best
friend; you were a great friend to him when he needed you. To Kathy and her
family, it is hard but he is in a better place right now.  He is with his buddies right
now up there.  That is how I want to remember Emil as a great guy, great father,
friend, grandfather. He is going to be missed. He was always there with advice.  He
would give you the honest answer.  We are going to work on some things with
these testing sites.  We are looking at a few different options.  Cost is a factor.  You
should not just pay whatever someone wants because it is their price.  The one
was  $100  a  person.  We  could  potentially  get  funding  back  from  the  federal
government.  We are going to take advantage of the County and Rite Aid.  We
need to get the seniors taken care of. I would recommend symptomatic people get
tested first but they are opening up to anyone.  

Susan  McVeigh  responded  –  There  is  priority  for  symptomatic  people,  elderly,
immunocompromised, first responders, people that may live in a large group, even
though testing sites are open to everyone, we want to still focus on symptomatic
for now.  More testing we have, the closer we will be to be able to reopen.  

Mayor Labrosse responded - I am a safety officer at the hospital. I am in the COVID
area several times a week.  I have been totally healthy so I don’t feel I need to be
tested down the road maybe to see if I have antibodies.  I would recommend this
going to sick people first.  Goodnight everyone. I want to wish all the mothers a
happy  mother’s  day,  enjoy.   Stay  safe  and  stay  healthy.   Remember  social
distancing, wear a mask and gloves, follow the rules and we will get through this.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 PM. 

Approved by Mayor and Council on June 9, 2020.
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