
The  Special  Meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack  was
conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of an in-person public Meeting.
This Electronic Public Meeting is being held in lieu of an in-person public meeting
due to the state of  emergency arising from the current  situation involving the
COVID-19 Virus and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The
meeting was held on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 9:00 A.M.  

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the “Zoom”
online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using the following
Internet  link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87937864412?
pwd=QUdicE55NDh1RGZ0N29IQnZUNHI1dz09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID number 
879 3786 4412and meeting password 031953 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-558-
8656 and entering the meeting ID.

Mayor  Labrosse  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the  City  Clerk  Deborah
Karlsson  announced  that  the  meeting  was  being  held  in  accordance  with  the
Sunshine Law, notice having been published according to law, with a copy on file in
the City Clerk’s office, and a copy posted on the bulletin board in City Hall.

Ms.  Karlsson:  Pursuant  to the Open Public  Meetings Act and recent  regulations
issued by the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will  be in effect for
public comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public shall  have an opportunity for comment during the designated public
portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited to three
minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council more than once,
except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public comment, the Mayor or other presiding officer of
the  Council  will  recognize  one speaker  at  a  time.   That  speaker  must  identify
himself  or  herself  by  full  name  and  whether  or  not  he  or  she  resides  in
Hackensack.  No  other  member  of  the  public  is  permitted  to  speak  unless
recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may be muted
during that time if necessary, to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting  attendees  shall  exhibit  appropriate  demeanor  during  this  meeting,  as
required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.  In the event any member of the public
becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by the presiding
officer and will  receive a warning that continued disruption may result in being
prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function; however, this is to be used only
for the purpose of advising the City’s IT staff of any technical concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into the
record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public meeting of
the  City  Council.  Comments  can be submitted by  regular  mail  or  by  e-mail  to
asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments  received less  than five hours  before  the
start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any person who actually
speaks during the public comment portion of a remote public meeting may not
also have a comment read into the record.   The City Clerk will  stop reading a
written comment into the public record once it reaches the three (3) minute limit.
Duplicate written comments may be summarized and noted for the record in a
consistent manner.

Attendance

Ms.  Karlsson  called  the  roll:   Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,
Councilman Battaglia were present. Deputy Mayor Sims and Councilwoman Von
Rudenborg were absent. City Attorney Steven Kleinman was present.   Deputy City
Clerk Allison Saabye was present. 
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Flag Salute 

Proclamations and Presentations – None

Approval of Minutes – None

City Manager’s Report

Steve Kleinman – Obviously we are here under difficult and tragic circumstances
due to the passing of City Manager Ted Ehrenberg.  I think it is appropriate for a
moment of silence to commemorate him and think of him and his family. We are
here at this unusual time, early on a Tuesday morning, for a special meeting for
one purpose only which is to appoint Interim City Manager Fire Chief Freeman.  It is
a position especially in the State of Emergency that needs to be filled for continuity
of  government.   If  you go to  the  City’s  emergency operations  plan,  Fire  Chief
Freeman is next on list under the City Manager and Deputy City manager.  No one
is currently holding that position.  We need someone with legal authority to act so
we  need to  make  an  appointment.   After  the  Manager’s  memorial  service  on
Friday, I advised that we needed to make this appointment as soon as possible.
With the notice requirements of 48 hours, this was the earliest we could get at
least 3 Council members together. I did speak with Councilwoman Von Rudenborg
and Deputy Mayor Sims who could not be here due to work obligations but they
advised that they were supportive in  appointing Chief  Freeman as Interim City
Manager.  They will have further comments at the April 20 meeting.   This is not a
permanent appointment; the Fire Chief is not leaving the position of Fire Chief; we
are just giving him the legal authority to act on behalf of the City.  This will not
extend beyond July 1.  The Council will begin the process of searching for a new
City Manager.  There is an election in a few weeks so I would not anticipate any
formal appointment beforehand until we see how the election turns out.   
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 145-21

RESOLUTION APPOINTING INTERIM CITY MANAGER

WHEREAS,  the City of Hackensack mourns the death of its long-time City
Manager, Ted Ehrenburg; and,

WHEREAS, given the substantial duties of the City Manager, the City Council
believes  that  it  is  critical  that  the  powers  of  that  office  be  assigned  to  an
appropriate person within the City to provide for continuity of government while a
permanent successor is selected; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:82-6 provides that in the absence or disability of the
City Manager, the City Council may appoint a properly qualified person to exercise
the powers and perform the duties of the office; and,
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WHEREAS, the City’s Emergency Operations Plan already provides that Fire
Chief Thomas Freeman is next in the line of executive authority; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that Chief Freeman is properly qualified
to exercise the powers and perform the duties of the office of City Manager and
wishes to appoint him to do so; and,

WHEREAS,  this  appointment  shall  be  on  an interim basis  only,  effective
immediately and not to extend beyond July 1, 2021, unless otherwise modified by
the City Council,  while a search is conducted for a permanent successor to Mr.
Ehrenburg; and,

WHEREAS, Chief Freeman has advised the City Council that he is willing to
accept the responsibilities of serving as interim City Manager; and,

WHEREAS; there shall be no additional compensation associated with Chief
Freeman’s appointment to the interim City Manager position.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of
Hackensack, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full.

2. The City Council hereby appoints Fire Chief Thomas Freeman to exercise the
powers and perform the duties of the office of City Manager on an interim
basis through July 1, 2021, at no additional compensation beyond his current
salary as Fire Chief.

3. To  the  extent  that  it  may  be  applicable,  the  City  Council  waives  any
residency requirement established in N.J.S.A. 40:82-2.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Public Comment

Chief Freeman – Good Morning.  Thank you for your confidence and trust in me to
act as City Manager.  I worked closely with Ted over the past 5 years.  I will do by
best to help to make Hackensack proud as we continue to move forward.  I extend
my condolences to the friends and family and community on Ted’s passing.  I work
with a talented and dedicated team in the Fire Department and stepping into this
role, I will be surrounded by a talented and dedicated team including Jaclyn and all
the department heads.   

Mayor Labrosse responded – Ted’s loss was devastating to Hackensack and to his
family and friends.  On Friday we had a memorial service for Ted.  It was beautiful.
His family attended along with his Hackensack family to say goodbye to him.  

A  motion  to  open  the  meeting  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Councilman Battaglia  

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – My remarks to whoever organized the memorial
service. It was very good.  Ted was a good and honorable man.  Chief Freeman,
like when your dad stepped in to rebuild a broken fire department, so will  you.
Thank you for stepping in and helping the City out.  I know you will do a great job.
Just one knit to pick, I don’t think you met the requirements for a meeting but this
would qualify as an emergency meeting.  I would prefer it in the resolution but life
will go on.  

Brigitte Rucker – Hackensack – The Chief has been with Hackensack Fire for 38
years but only Chief for 13 years.  Isn’t this a conflict of interest?  From what the
paper read, he will hold two positions here as the Chief and as City Manager.  This
would be a conflict of interest as he would fire his own people? At one point Ms.
Hashmat has gotten her certification, why would we not utilize her?
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City Attorney responded – Under the Municipal-Manager law, the only  positions
that cannot be held simultaneously with the City Manager is the Auditor or the
Assessor.  In terms of any personnel decisions, this is a challenging situation. We
all  pledged  support  for  Chief  Freeman  and  if  there  are  any  legal  issues  with
personnel, we will look carefully at them.  In terms of personnel decisions, under
the civil service process, in order to effectuate any personnel action, it would take
us close to July 1 anyway.  We are cognizant of these issues and will pay attention
to them.  In terms of Ms. Hashmat, we have a great deal of respect for her and she
does an amazing job and she was part of the discussions as far as how we will
proceed.

Peter Marchesani – Hackensack - I am happy for Tom.  I appreciate that his dad
was referenced in a long tradition of service.  Aside from his long fire service to
improve  this  wonderful  department,  it  is  also  a  testament  to  his  leadership
qualities.  This is all about leadership.  When he says we are going in this direction,
everyone follows.  The City is in great hands and I wish him all the success.

No one else wished to speak.  A motion to close the meeting to the public was
offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.       

Council Comments

Mayor Labrosse – Thank you for stepping in during this time of need.  We know you
love Hackensack.  Your father ran the department for years and you are a career
fireman in one of the best departments.   We have faith in you and trust you.  You
have some big shoes to fill.  I look forward to sitting across the table and having
our meetings. Ted was bigger than life.  He kept it real.  He knew how to lighten up
a situation.  He was a great negotiator and he was great with people.  You have a
lot of those components.  I wish you luck in the interim position.  We will discuss
what happens moving forward.  Thank you.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:19 AM. 

Approved by Mayor and Council on April 20, 2021.

 _____________________________________
Mayor John P. Labrosse, Jr.

                                  
__________________________________   
Deputy Mayor Kathleen Canestrino

ABSENT
      _____________________________________

Deputy Mayor David Sims

   ___________________________________
Councilman Leonardo Battaglia

                                          ABSENT
               ______________________________________

                             Councilwoman Stephanie Von Rudenborg

____________________________________
City Clerk, Deborah Karlsson, R.M.C.
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