
The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hackensack was
held at City Hall, 65 Central Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey, on Tuesday,
April 9, 2019 at 8:13 p.m.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino called the meeting to order and the Deputy
City  Clerk Allison Saabye announced that  the meeting was being held  in
accordance with the Sunshine Law, notice having been published according
to law, with a copy on file in the City Clerk’s office, and a copy posted on the
bulletin board in City Hall.
 
Attendance

Ms. Saabye called the roll:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims, Councilman Battaglia and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg were present.
City Manager Ted Ehrenburg was present. City Attorney Steven Kleinman was
present.  Mayor Labrosse was absent.  

Flag Salute 

Proclamations and Presentations – Education Day
      

Approval of Minutes -  

A motion to approve the C.O.W and Regular Meeting Minutes from March 26,
2019  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims,  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg  and  approved  by  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor  Sims,
Councilman Battaglia and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 
 

City Manager’s Report

The annual Easter egg hunt is scheduled for April 16, 2019 at Johnson Park.
Please refer to the website for more details.  The City was awarded a 2018 NJ
DOT  grant  for  $255,610  for  the  completion  of  our  streetscape  program.
HACPAC will be hosting an event in honor of Earth Day on April 11 from 6PM
to 9PM.  Please stop by and see the work of many talented artists.  The City
will be holding a food truck festival on June 1, 2019 at Atlantic Street Park
from  10AM  to  6PM.   Building  Department  update:  155  notices,  117
inspections,  2  summonses,  9  CCOs,  28 OPRAs.   Por  hole  repairs  are still
underway.  Please call the pot hole hotline to report potholes.  On June 15m
2019 the City is holding a Shred Event in the Sear’s parking lot.  The City’s
27th Annual golf tournament is June 12th. Please refer to the website for more
details.   

Resolutions

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Recuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse

X
 

CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 166-19
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FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 11-2019 AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER
159 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK

“TOWERS AND WRECKERS”

 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion  offered by  Councilwoman Von Rudenborg  and seconded by
Deputy Mayor Sims that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 11-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 11-2019

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING CHAPTER
159 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK,

“TOWERS AND WRECKERS.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to  N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a municipality may
make,  amend,  repeal,  and enforce  such other  ordinances,  regulations,  rules  and by-laws not
contrary to the laws of this state or of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for
the good of government, order and protection of person and property, and for the preservation of
the public  health,  safety and welfare of  the municipality  and its  inhabitants,  and as may be
necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this subtitle, or by
any law; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hackensack has adopted Chapter 159 of the
Code of the City of Hackensack (“Code”) to establish a comprehensive regulatory scheme for
towers and wreckers operating within the City; and,

WHEREAS,  the  Hackensack  Police  Department  and  other  City  officials  have
recommended making certain changes and updates to Chapter 159 of the Code, and the Council
agrees these changes are necessary and warranted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 159, Section 4 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows
[additions by underline, deletions by strikethrough].

A. Application for an official tower license shall be made to the City upon a form
provided  by  the  Police  Department  and  shall  contain  all  of  the  following
information:

(1) The name, business  address addresses, telephone number and federal tax
identification  number  (where  applicable).  When  the  official  tower  is
owned and operated by an individual, the name, social security number,
residential  and  business  addresses  and  telephone  number(s)  of  such
individual shall be provided. When the official tower is a corporation or
partnership, the application shall contain the names, residences, telephone
numbers, date of birth and social security number of all persons owning
any interest in the official tower.
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(2) In the event that the official tower is conducting business operating under
a trade or business name, the applicant shall submit a certificate of such
name as proof that such name has been appropriately filed with the County
Clerk's Office of Bergen County and/or with the Secretary of State of the
State of New Jersey.

(3) Any such  information  as  may  be  required  by  the  City  concerning  the
personnel, vehicles, equipment and storage facilities of such applicant, as
hereinafter  provided,  showing  that  the  applicant  meets  the  minimum
standards of performance. This includes, but is not limited to, the street
address addresses of the applicant's storage areas, including a description
of  size  and  capacity;  the  address addresses where  the  towers  will  be
regularly garaged; and the telephone number(s) of the applicant such that
contact will be available on a twenty-four-hour-per-day basis.

(4) A certificate  or  certificates  of  insurance  evidencing adequate  insurance
coverage as hereinafter provided.

(5) A fee of $500 to cover the administrative expenses incurred by the City in
processing the application.

(6) The names and addresses of two business references not in the employ of
the City who have known the applicant for at least two years and who can
attest  to  the  applicant's  experience  and  performance  in  the  towing,
wrecking and storage business.

(7) A list of all towing vehicles, including the make and model number, year
of vehicle and vehicle identification number (VIN) and any and all other
information that the City Council may deem necessary. No vehicle may be
listed on more than one application, nor can there be a transfer of vehicles
between towers.

(8) A complete list, including dates of service, of all other municipalities, state
agencies and/or governmental entities that the applicant is, or has been, an
official  tower  of  or  held  a  towing  permit  from.  No  person  applying
individually shall be eligible for approval or appointment as an Official
Tower of the City unless that person shall have been an official municipal
tower with a minimum of three years' experience in municipal towing in
any municipality of the State of New Jersey including a minimum of one
year's experience in municipal towing in any municipality in the County of
Bergen,  State  of  New  Jersey.  No  corporation  or  partnership  shall  be
eligible for approval or appointment as an official tower of the City unless
that  business entity  shall  have been an official  municipal  tower with a
minimum  of  three  years'  experience  in  municipal  towing  in  any
municipality  of  the  State  of  New Jersey  including  a  minimum of  one
year's experience in municipal towing in any municipality in the County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey.

(9) A  complete  list  of  all  actions  taken  against  the  applicant  by  a
governmental  entity  for  the applicant's  alleged violation  of  any towing
ordinance or regulation while towing as a licensed or permitted tower for
that governmental entity. If the applicant's towing license or permit has
been revoked, suspended or denied, the applicant shall list each time, what
governmental entity was involved and a brief description of the event(s)
that led up to the revocation, suspension and/or denial of a towing license
or permit.

(10) Certification  that  the applicant  will  be able  to  provide  towing services
anywhere in the City within a maximum response time of 15 minutes.

(11) Certification storage areas and services comply with this chapter.

(12) Certification of consent appointing the City Clerk as the applicant's true
and  lawful  attorney  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  and  acknowledging
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service of legal process by any court of competent jurisdiction against the
applicant.

(13) A completed "voluntary  consent  to  conduct  a  background investigation
authorization for release of information" form or such other forms that may
be used for the purpose of performing a criminal background investigation
of the applicant.

B. NO CHANGE.

C. NO CHANGE.

D. NO CHANGE.

E. NO CHANGE.

F. NO CHANGE.

G. NO CHANGE.

H. NO CHANGE.

Section 2:
Chapter 159, Section 5 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows
[additions by underline, deletions by strikethrough].

§ 159-5.  Issuance of License.

A. NO CHANGE.

B. Said licenses shall be in a form so approved by the City Council, and shall be
displayed on the kept in every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle at all times.  

C. Expiration; renewal; revocation.

(1) Each official tower's license shall run for a term of three calendar years
and expire on December 31 of the third calendar year.

(2) Each applicant for an official tower's license or renewal thereof shall apply
for such license on or before  November October 15 of the calendar year
immediately preceding the next three-year term. For example, prior to the
three-year term commencing January 1,  2018 2021, all applications must
be  received  on  or  before  November October 15,  2017 2020.  All
applications received before  November October 15 of the calendar year
preceding the next term, whether for a newly issued or renewed license,
will be granted, if appropriate, for the next succeeding three-year term. No
license shall be issued for less than three full calendar years nor should a
license be issued at any other time than the period set forth above, subject
to the following exception: for the three-year term beginning in calendar
year 2015, the first calendar year shall be July 1 to December 31, 2015,
and the term shall conclude on December 31, 2017. The license shall not
be transferable or assigned.

(3) Each official tower shall submit annual updated paperwork as required by
the Police Director or his designee to ensure continued compliance with
the requirements contained in this chapter on or before November October
15 of the calendar year prior to the second and third calendar years of any
three-year term.  Official towers shall submit therewith a fee of $500 to
cover the administrative expenses incurred by the City in processing the
updated  paperwork.  Failure  to  timely  submit  such  paperwork  and
accompanying fee shall be cause for suspension of the license until such
time as the paperwork is submitted, review thereof is concluded, and it is
determined that the official tower remains in compliance with the terms of
this chapter.
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(4) Each official  tower's  license  may be subject  to  revocation  by  the  City
Council for any of the following reasons:

a. If it is subsequently determined that the applicant knowingly and
with  intent  to  deceive  made  false,  misleading  or  fraudulent
statements  of  material  fact  in  the  application  or  in  any  other
document required pursuant to this chapter.

b. Violation of  any federal  or  state  law or  municipal  ordinance  or
regulation  relating  to  the  operation  of  a  motor  vehicle  or  the
provision of towing services.

c. Violation of any rule or regulation promulgated by the New Jersey
Department of Insurance.

d. Violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

(5) Proceedings for the suspension or revocation of a license shall be initiated
by the service of a notice of charges proffered against the licensee. Said
notice  shall  be  served  by  the  Police  Director  or  his  designee,  either
personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested, and shall contain
a date, time, and place for a hearing to be held by the City Council. Said
hearing shall be scheduled no less than seven days and not more than 30
days after the notice of the proposed suspension or revocation shall  be
served upon the licensee. The licensee has the right to file an answer to the
notice and to appear in person, or be represented by counsel,  and give
testimony at the place and time fixed for the hearing.

D. NO CHANGE.

Section 3:
Chapter 159, Section 10 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows
[additions by underline, deletions by strikethrough].

§ 159-10.  Towing and storage fee schedule.

I. NO CHANGE.

J. Fee schedule.

(1) Private Passenger Vehicles (under 6,000 pounds).

Towing $125 150

Motorcycles $125 150

Mileage outside City boundaries $5 6
(within New Jersey)

Road service $60

Lock-out $60

Storage (per calendar day) $40

Winching/recovery (per hour) $150

If vehicle will not roll freely on/off $75
flatbed (winch fee)

Yard fee (as needed) $65

Drop Fee $75
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(2) Vehicles from 6,000 pounds to 10,000 pounds.

Towing $175 200

Road service $75

Storage (per calendar day) $75

Winching/recovery (per hour) $200

If vehicle will not roll freely on/off $100
flatbed (winch fee)

Yard fee (as needed) $85

Drop Fee $100

(3) Vehicles over 10,001 pounds.

Towing (per hour) $400

Road service (minimum) $100

Storage (per calendar day) $100

Winching/recovery (per hour/per truck) $425

Yard fee for trucks $165

Drop Fee $200

(4) Additional fees.

Waiting time (after 30 minimum/in $100
thirty-minute increments)/hour

City administrative fee                              $35

Crash wrap (front/rear)                      $40

Crash wrap (per side)                      $25

Speedy Dri            $15

Clean up of debris $35

Additional personnel for recovery work     $85        
(per person/per hour)

Level 3 supervisor (as needed, per hour)     $90         

Air line hook-up                 $40

Remove draft shaft                    $50      

Air brake release                  $35 90

(5) Emergency Snow Removal.  

The  fee  to  tow vehicles  in  a  snow emergency,  when  there  is  a  snow
accumulation  of  three  (3)  inches  or  more,  shall  be  $225  for  private
passenger vehicles (under 6,000 lbs.).  This includes all additional services
that may be necessary (e.g. lock-out, winching, etc.)  Private passenger
vehicles that weigh at least 6,001 lbs. but not exceeding 10,000 lbs. shall
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be charged a flat rate of $300.  The first four (4) hours of storage shall be
at no additional fee, pursuant to §159-10 (E).  

K. NO CHANGE.

L. Towing charges.

(1) Towing charges. See fee schedule set forth herein.

(2)  The administrative fee shall be collected by the tower and remitted to the
City within 30 days.

(2) If  and in  the  event  a  tower responds to  an accident,  or  other  motorist
difficulty,  and  the  motorist  requests  that  the  tower  bring  the  car  to  a
location  other  than  the  tower's  place  of  business,  then  the  tower  may
charge an additional fee of $5 6 per mile, beyond the Hackensack City
limits, subject to the limitations of § 159-10G. In no event shall the tower
be required to tow the vehicle more than 10 miles out of the City limits, in
a direct line and measurement, unless agreed upon by the tower.

(3) The base fee of $125 150 as prescribed by Subsection C(1)(a) §159-10 (C)
(1)(a) is under the presumption that the car will be towed to the tower's lot.

(4) If  and in  the  event  a  tow is  required  which  must  be  performed under
extraordinary circumstances as determined by the police personnel at the
scene, then additional charges may be charged for services rendered.

M. NO CHANGE.

N. NO CHANGE.

O. NO CHANGE.

P. NO CHANGE.

Q. NO CHANGE.

R. NO CHANGE.

S. NO CHANGE.

Section 4:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with
this  Ordinance  are  hereby  repealed,  but  only  however,  to  the  extent  of  such  conflict  or
inconsistency, it being the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing
or in effect unless the same being conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance
shall remain in effect. 

Section 5:
Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and if any section,
subsection,  sentence,  clause  or  phrase  thereof  for  any  reason  is  held  to  be  invalid  or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall
remain in effect; it being the legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the
invalidity of any part.  

Section 6:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though
codified  and fully  set  forth therein.   The City  Clerk  shall  have  this  ordinance  codified  and
incorporated  in  the  official  copies  of  the  Code.   The  City  Clerk  and the  City  Attorney are
authorized and directed to change any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the
City of Hackensack in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a
conflict between the numbers and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible
accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed. 
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Section 7:
This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon  passage,  adoption,  and  publication  in  the  manner
prescribed by law.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 167-19

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 13-2019 AN
ORDINANCE ADOPTING 463 MAIN STREET

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN CONSISTING OF BLOCK 411,
LOTS 16 AND 18

TABLED
 A public hearing was held on April 9, 2019.

Motion  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  and  seconded  by
Councilman Battaglia that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by  Councilwoman Von Rudenborg  and seconded by
Deputy Mayor Sims that the public hearing be closed.    

A  motion  to  table  to  vote  until  the  April  23,  2019  Council  meeting  was
offered by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor
Sims.

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 13-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 13-2019

ORDINANCE ADOPTING 463 MAIN STREET REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN CONSISTING OF BLOCK 411, LOTS 16 AND 18

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack (“the City”) is authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-5 to determine that a delineated area in the City is an area in need of 

redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, in order to make that determination, the City’s governing body must 

first authorize the City’s Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation to 
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determine whether the delineated area is a redevelopment area according to the criteria set

forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-3; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 33-19, on January 8, 2019, the Mayor and Council 

authorized and requested that the Planning Board undertake a preliminary investigation (“the 

Investigation”) to determine whether Block 411, Lots 16 and 18, commonly known as 463, 473-483 

Main Street (“the Area of Investigation”) constitutes an “area in need of redevelopment” for non-

condemnation purposes according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-3; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council also authorized its planning consultant, DMR 

Architects (“DMR”) to assist the Planning Board in the Investigation and the Planning Board

appointed DMR to conduct the necessary redevelopment investigation; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the requirements set forth in N.J.S.A. 40:12A-6, the 

Planning Board specified and gave notice that on February 6, 2019 a hearing would be held 

for the purpose of hearing all persons who are interested in or would be affected by a 

determination that the properties in the Area of Investigation are a redevelopment area as 

that term is defined in Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 

(“LRHL”); and

WHEREAS, DMR prepared a “Report of Preliminary Investigation for Determination 

of an Area in Need of Redevelopment” for the designated Area of Investigation (the 

“Investigation Report”) that was publicly presented after adequate notice before the 

Planning Board on February 6, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Investigation Report determined that the Area of Investigation evidences 

conditions and characteristics that qualify the Area of Investigation as an “area in need of 

redevelopment” because it collectively satisfied the “a” and “d” criteria of the LRHL under N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-5; and

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2019, the Planning Board held a public hearing 

concerning the Area of Investigation during which Joseph Mecca, Esq. represented the 

Planning Board of the City; and

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2019, the Planning Board received the uncontested 

testimony of Francis Reiner, L.L.A., P.P. of DMR, and Mr. Reiner provided an eye witness 

account of the conditions that he observed at the Area of Investigation which confirmed the

description of conditions found in the Investigation Report, and Mr. Reiner also gave 
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testimony concerning the relationship of the observed conditions to the redevelopment 

criteria and the decadent effect that these conditions were having on the surrounding 

properties; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board hearing on February 6, 2019 was open to the public 

for the purpose of hearing all persons who are interested in or would be affected by a 

determination that the Area of Investigation is a redevelopment area; and

WHEREAS, after completing its hearing and investigation of this matter on February

6, 2019, the Planning Board determined to recommend that the Mayor and City Council 

designate the Area of Investigation as a redevelopment area because the Investigation 

Report and testimony of Mr. Reiner provided substantial evidence that the Area of 

Investigation meets the criteria enumerated in the Investigation Report and that the Area of

Investigation is having a decadent effect on surrounding properties; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution adopted on the date of introduction of this ordinance, the 

Mayor and City Council concurred with the Planning Board’s findings and has determined to 

designate the Area of Investigation as an “area in need of redevelopment” pursuant to the LRHL; 

and

WHEREAS, at the direction of the Mayor, City Council and the Planning Board, DMR has prepared a 

Redevelopment Plan entitled “463 Main Street Redevelopment Plan”; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wishes to adopt the 463 Main Street Redevelopment Plan for

the area designated in need of redevelopment consisting of Block 411, Lots 16 and 18; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 requires the adoption of redevelopment plans by ordinance with the 

Planning Board reviewing the plan for consistency with the Master Plan of the City of Hackensack 

prior to final adoption, which referral has taken place, and a report being returned from the 

Planning Board as to such consistency with the Master Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the governing body of the City of 

Hackensack in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1.  463 Main Street Redevelopment Plan.  The 463 Main Street Redevelopment 

Plan prepared by DMR and attached hereto as Exhibit A and by the reference made a part hereof is 

hereby approved and adopted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.

SECTION 2.  Severability. If any section, subsection or paragraph of this ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative, in whole or in part, by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such chapter, section subchapter or paragraph shall to the extent that is not held 
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unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative remain in full force and effect and shall not affect the 

remainder of this ordinance.

SECTION 3.  Repealer.  All ordinances and resolutions, and parts of ordinances and 

resolutions which are inconsistent with provisions of this ordinance shall be, and are hereby, 

repealed to the extent of any such inconsistency.

SECTION 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect after final adoption and approval 

pursuant to law.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Recuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse

X
 

CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 168-19

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 14-2019 AN
ORDINANCE ADOPTING 17 MERCER STREET

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN CONSISTING OF BLOCK 303,
LOT 14

 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Battaglia that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  and  seconded  by
Deputy Mayor Sims that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 14-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 14-2019
CITY OF HACKENSACK

COUNTY OF BERGEN
ORDINANCE ADOPTING 17 MERCER STREET

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN CONSISTING OF BLOCK 303, LOT 14

WHEREAS, the City of Hackensack (“the City”) is authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-5 to determine that a delineated area in the City is an area in need of 

redevelopment; and
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WHEREAS, in order to make that determination, the City’s governing body must 

first authorize the City’s Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation to 

determine whether the delineated area is a redevelopment area according to the criteria set

forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-3; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 34-19, on January 8, 2019, the Mayor and Council 

authorized and requested that the Planning Board undertake a preliminary investigation (“the 

Investigation”) to determine whether Block 303, Lot 14, commonly known as 17 Mercer Street (“the

Area of Investigation”) constitutes an “area in need of redevelopment” for non-condemnation 

purposes according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-3; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council also authorized its planning consultant, DMR 

Architects (“DMR”) to assist the Planning Board in the Investigation and the Planning Board

appointed DMR to conduct the necessary redevelopment investigation; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the requirements set forth in N.J.S.A. 40:12A-6, the 

Planning Board specified and gave notice that on February 6, 2019 a hearing would be held 

for the purpose of hearing all persons who are interested in or would be affected by a 

determination that the properties in the Area of Investigation are a redevelopment area as 

that term is defined in Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 

(“LRHL”); and

WHEREAS, DMR prepared a “Report of Preliminary Investigation for Determination 

of an Area in Need of Redevelopment” for the designated Area of Investigation (the 

“Investigation Report”) that was publicly presented after adequate notice before the 

Planning Board on February 6, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Investigation Report determined that the Area of Investigation evidences 

conditions and characteristics that qualify the Area of Investigation as an “area in need of 

redevelopment” because it collectively satisfied the “a” and “d” criteria of the LRHL under N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-5; and

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2019, the Planning Board held a public hearing 

concerning the Area of Investigation during which Joseph Mecca, Esq. represented the 

Planning Board of the City; and

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2019, the Planning Board received the uncontested 

testimony of Francis Reiner, L.L.A., P.P. of DMR, and Mr. Reiner provided an eye witness 

account of the conditions that he observed at the Area of Investigation which confirmed the
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description of conditions found in the Investigation Report, and Mr. Reiner also gave 

testimony concerning the relationship of the observed conditions to the redevelopment 

criteria and the decadent effect that these conditions were having on the surrounding 

properties; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board hearing on February 6, 2019 was open to the public 

for the purpose of hearing all persons who are interested in or would be affected by a 

determination that the Area of Investigation is a redevelopment area; and

WHEREAS, after completing its hearing and investigation of this matter on February

6, 2019, the Planning Board determined to recommend that the Mayor and City Council 

designate the Area of Investigation as a redevelopment area because the Investigation 

Report and testimony of Mr. Reiner provided substantial evidence that the Area of 

Investigation meets the criteria enumerated in the Investigation Report and that the Area of

Investigation is having a decadent effect on surrounding properties; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution adopted on the date of introduction of this ordinance, the 

Mayor and City Council concurred with the Planning Board’s findings and has determined to 

designate the Area of Investigation as an “area in need of redevelopment” pursuant to the LRHL; 

and

WHEREAS, at the direction of the Mayor, City Council and the Planning Board, DMR has prepared a 

Redevelopment Plan entitled “17 Mercer Street Redevelopment Plan”; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wishes to adopt the 17 Mercer Street Redevelopment Plan 

for the area designated in need of redevelopment consisting of Block 303, Lot 14; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 requires the adoption of redevelopment plans by ordinance with the 

Planning Board reviewing the plan for consistency with the Master Plan of the City of Hackensack 

prior to final adoption, which referral has taken place, and a report being returned from the 

Planning Board as to such consistency with the Master Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the governing body of the City of 

Hackensack in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1.  17 Mercer Street Redevelopment Plan.  The 17 Mercer Street 

Redevelopment Plan prepared by DMR and attached hereto as Exhibit A and by the reference made 

a part hereof is hereby approved and adopted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.

SECTION 2.  Severability. If any section, subsection or paragraph of this ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative, in whole or in part, by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such chapter, section subchapter or paragraph shall to the extent that is not held 
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unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative remain in full force and effect and shall not affect the 

remainder of this ordinance.

SECTION 3.  Repealer.  All ordinances and resolutions, and parts of ordinances and 

resolutions which are inconsistent with provisions of this ordinance shall be, and are hereby, 

repealed to the extent of any such inconsistency.

SECTION 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect after final adoption and approval 

pursuant to law.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 169-19

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 15-2019 AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 10 YEAR TAX EXEMPTION
FOR A COMMERCIAL PROJECT TO BE CONSTRUCTED
BY HECKER HOLDINGS URBAN RENEWAL, LLC, AN

URBAN RENEWAL ENTITY, PURSUANT TO THE LONG
TERM TAX EXEMPTION LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 ET.

SEQ. FOR 77 RIVER STREET

 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  and  seconded  by
Councilman Battaglia that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Von Rudenborg that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 15-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 15-2019
CITY OF HACKENSACK
COUNTY OF BERGEN

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 10 YEAR TAX EXEMPTION FOR A COMMERCIAL
PROJECT TO BE CONSTRUCTED BY HECKER HOLDINGS URBAN RENEWAL, LLC,

AN URBAN RENEWAL ENTITY, PURSUANT TO THE LONG TERM TAX EXEMPTION
LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 ET SEQ. (77 RIVER)
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WHEREAS, Hecker Holdings Urban Renewal, LLC (“the Entity”), is an urban renewal 
entity, formed and qualified to do business under the provisions of the Long Term Tax 
Exemption Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 et seq.); and

WHEREAS, on April 4, 2016, pursuant to Resolution No. 143-16, the governing body of the City 
directed the Planning Board to conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether Block 203, Lots
4-7 and 10-16, more commonly known by the street address of 77 River Street (the “Area of 
Investigation”), is An Area In Need of Redevelopment according to the criteria set forth in N.J.S.A. 
40A:12A-5; and

WHEREAS, on September 7, 2016, the Planning Board held a properly noticed public hearing at 
which the planner presented the findings of his preliminary investigation report resulting in a 
determination to recommend that the Area of Investigation be designated as an area in need of 
redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2018, pursuant to Resolution No. 51-18, the governing body 
determined that the Area of Investigation is an area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2018 pursuant to Ordinance No. 15-2018, the governing body adopted 
the 77 River Street Redevelopment Plan (“Redevelopment Plan”), including the Area of Investigation; 
and

WHEREAS, on June 13, 2018, consistent with the Redevelopment Plan, the Planning Board 
adopted a resolution providing preliminary and final site plan approval (“Site Plan Approval”) for the 
redevelopment of Block 203, Lots 4-7 and 10-16, commonly known as 77 River Street, into a three-story 
commercial building with parking; and

WHEREAS, the City has negotiated a Redevelopment Agreement with Hecker Holdings Urban 
Renewal LLC (the “Redeveloper”), governing the delineated area consisting of Block 203, Lots 4-7 and 
10-16, more commonly known by the street address of 77 River Street, Hackensack (the 
“Redevelopment Area”), for the Project approved by the Planning Board consistent with the 
Redevelopment Plan.

WHEREAS, on September 24, 2018, the Redeveloper filed a long term tax abatement application;
and

WHEREAS, the City hereby determines that the relative benefits of the Project outweigh 
the costs of the tax exemption, for the following reasons:

1. the Project will provide a three-story commercial space at a site where the current real 
estate taxes generate revenue of $47,052, whereas, the Annual Service Charge is 
anticipated to generate revenue of approximately $51,417 in year one; and

2. the Project, costing approximately $2.2 million, will provide 50 construction jobs and 
approximately 6 permanent jobs, and generally add to the economic viability of the City;
and

3. the Project should stabilize and contribute to the economic growth of existing local 
business and to the creation of new business, which cater to the new residents; and

4. the Project will further the redevelopment objectives of the Redevelopment Plan; and

5. the Project’s fiscal impact analysis indicates that the benefits of the Project outweigh the
costs to the City; and

WHEREAS, the City hereby determines that the tax exemption is important in obtaining 
development of the Project and influencing the locational decisions of the probable occupants 
for the following reasons:

1. the relative stability and predictability of the annual service charges will make 
the Project more attractive to investors and lenders needed to finance the 
Project; and

2. the relative stability and predictability of the service charges will allow the owner to 
stabilize its operating budget, allowing a high level of maintenance to the building over 
the life of the Project, which will insure the likelihood of the success of the Project and 
insure that it will have a positive impact on the surrounding area; and 
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WHEREAS, on the same date as introduction of this ordinance, the City has duly adopted
a Resolution designating the Entity as the Redeveloper of the Project and authorizing the entry 
of a Redevelopment Agreement for the designated Redevelopment Area; and

WHEREAS, the City and the Entity have reached agreement with respect to, among 
other things, the terms and conditions relating to the Annual Service Charges and desire to 
execute a Financial Agreement reflecting the same.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the City of Hackensack in the 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that:

1. The application of Hecker Holdings Urban Renewal, LLC, an urban renewal entity, formed 
and qualified to do business under the provisions of the Long Term Tax Exemption Law 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 et seq.), a copy of which shall be placed on file with the City Clerk, for 
Block 203, Lots 4-7 and 10-16 is hereby accepted and approved.

2. The Mayor or City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to execute a Financial 
Agreement substantially in the form attached hereto and made part hereof, for a term of 10 
years upon the Project’s substantial completion pursuant to the following principal terms, 
paying the City:

a. 11% of the Annual Gross Revenue for years 1 through 6;

b. the greater of 12% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 20% percent of the 
amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements 
that remain subject to the exemption for year 7;

c. the greater of 13% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 40% percent of the 
amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements 
that remain subject to the exemption for year 8;

d. the greater of 14% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 60% percent of the 
amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements 
that remain subject to the exemption for year 9;

e. the greater of 15% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 80% percent of the 
amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements 
that remain subject to the exemption for year 10; and

f. administrative fees equal to 2% of the prior year’s Annual Service Charge.

3. All ordinances, or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such inconsistencies.

4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication 
pursuant to law.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 170-19
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FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 16-2019 AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PRIVATE SALE OF

CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF
HACKENSACK NOT REQUIRED FOR PUBLIC PURPOSE

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)

 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims  and seconded by Councilman
Von Rudenborg that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak. 

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Battaglia that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 16-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 16-2019

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PRIVATE SALE OF
CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF

HACKENSACK NOT REQUIRED FOR PUBLIC
PURPOSES PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)  authorizes  local  governmental  units  to  sell  real
property owned by the governmental unit,  not needed for public use,  by private sale,  to the
owner of the real property contiguous to the real property being sold provided that the property
being sold is  less  than the minimum size required for  development  under  the City’s zoning
ordinance and is without any capital improvement thereon; and,

WHEREAS, when there is more than one contiguous property owner, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-
13(b)(5) authorizes a local governmental unit to first offer to sell the real property to the highest
bidder from among all such contiguous property owners at not less than the fair market value of
said real property; and,

WHEREAS, the City is the owner of real property (the “Property”) identified as Block
432, Lot 27.03 on the official tax map of the City of Hackensack, with a street address of 228
Stanley Place; and,

WHEREAS, the City has determined that the Property is not needed for public use; and,

WHEREAS,  the City has determined that  the Property’s  fair  market  value is  twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), the Property is less than the minimum size required for development
under the City’s zoning ordinance and is without any capital improvement thereon; and,

WHEREAS, the City has determined that the property authorized to be sold pursuant to
this Ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5) is: Block 432, Lot 27.03 (representing a lot size of
approximately 1,250 square feet) at a minimum price of $20,000.00, said amount being not less
than fair market value; and;

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5), the opportunity to bid will be
limited to all contiguous property owners to the Property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
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(a) The Mayor and City Council hereby declare that the Property is no longer needed
for public use and should be sold in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq.

(b)  The Mayor and City Council hereby authorize the City Clerk to offer the Property for
sale to the highest bidder among contiguous property owners by sealed bid.

(c) The Mayor and City Council hereby authorize the City Clerk to advertise the sale of
the Property within five (5) days after the Ordinance is adopted in the City’s official newspaper
and to fix a date by which sealed bids are to be accepted, which shall be twenty (20) days after
the advertisement is to be published.   Notice of the sale shall also be posted at Hackensack City
Hall in a conspicuous location.  Sealed bids shall be submitted to the City Clerk on or before
11:00 A.M. of the date fixed by the City Clerk to her office at City Hall, 65 Central Avenue,
Hackensack NJ 07601.

(d) The sale, if not canceled, shall take place by sealed bid and by private sale to the
highest bidder among the owners of property contiguous to the Property. The minimum bid shall
be $20,000.00 and any bid must  be accompanied by a  deposit  made payable to the City of
Hackensack in the form of cash, bank check or cashier’s check in the amount of 10% of the total
bid.   Pending closing of title,  this deposit  will  be held by the City in a non-interest  bearing
escrow account, with the total deposit to be credited to the purchase price at closing.

(e)  Any person bidding on behalf  of a corporation or limited liability company must
either  submit  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  corporation/company  or  a  letter  on  corporate
stationery, signed by an officer of the corporation, authorizing the bidder to bid on the property
on the corporation’s behalf. A person bidding on behalf of a partnership or using a trade name
must submit a copy of the certificate of trade name and a letter of authorization from the other
partners. 

(f) The successful bidder, at the conclusion of the bidding, shall execute an Agreement of
Sale. The balance of the purchase price shall be paid at closing in the form of cash, wire transfer
or bank check, which shall occur not later than 60 days following the acceptance of the bid by
the City. The purchaser shall be entitled to possession immediately following closing of title. 

(g) The City reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids at the private sale and to
not award to the highest bidder. 

(h) In the event the City is unable to convey marketable title, insurable at regular rates by
a  title  insurance  company licensed to  do  business  in  the  state  of  New Jersey,  the  City  will
forthwith  return  to  the  purchaser  any  and  all  deposit  moneys  previously  submitted  by  the
purchaser, and neither party shall have any further rights against the other. The acceptance of a
quitclaim deed by the purchaser from the City shall extinguish any claims that said purchaser
may have against the City in connection with the quality of title conveyed.

(i) The Property herein sold is subject to existing encumbrances, liens, easements, zoning
ordinances, other restrictions of record, such facts as an accurate survey would reveal and any
present or future assessments for the construction of improvements benefiting said property. The
City  makes  no  representations  as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  wetlands  or  any  other
environmental  conditions  on  the  property  and  the  purchaser  assumes  the  risk  of  any  such
condition, all property being sold “as is.”    A prospective purchaser shall have examined the
Property or otherwise waived the right to examine the Property prior to submitting the stated bid
to the City.   The City does not make any representations, express or implied, that the Property is
buildable or usable for any purpose whatsoever.

(j) The City represents that the property which is the subject matter of this ordinance is a
non-conforming  parcel  by  virtue  of  the  zoning  ordinance  requirements  of  the  City  of
Hackensack.   Upon sale  to  a  contiguous property  owner,  this  property  will  merge with and
become a part of the lot owned by the successful bidder that is contiguous to this property. The
sale of this property by the City shall in no way be construed as an indication that a construction
permit can be secured for the property.

(k) The Property will be conveyed by the City by a quitclaim deed.
(l)  The  Mayor  and  Council  may waive  any and  all  defects  and informalities  in  any

proposal and to accept or reject the highest responsible and responsive bid deemed to be in the
best interest of the City. No bid shall be considered finally accepted until passage of a resolution
by the Mayor and Council as set forth in Paragraph (m) of this Section.   

(m) The accepted bid shall be confirmed by resolution of the Mayor and Council no later
than the second regular meeting of the City Council following the date of such sale.   

(n)  In the event that the successful bidder fails to close on the property, he, she or it shall
forfeit the ten percent (10%) deposit.  

(o) The successful bidder shall indemnify and hold the City harmless from any claim
whatsoever  arising  out  of  the  City’s  ownership  interest,  including  but  not  limited  to,
environmental cleanup costs.  
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(p) The successful bidder shall pay prorated property taxes for the balance of the current
year as of the date of closing of title.

Section 2:
Notice. The City Clerk shall post and advertise copies of this ordinance as required by N.J.S.A.
40A:12-13(b)(5).   A copy of this Ordinance shall also be transmitted by the City Clerk to each
contiguous property owner. 

Section 3: 
Authorizations.  The Mayor, City Clerk, City Manager, City Attorney, and such other officials as
may  be  necessary  are  authorized  to  prepare  and  execute  a  deed  and  all  other  necessary
documents to convey the Property to the successful bidder, subsequent to the Mayor and City
Council adopting a resolution awarding the bid.  

Section 4:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with
this  Ordinance  are  hereby  repealed,  but  only  however,  to  the  extent  of  such  conflict  or
inconsistency, it being the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing
or in effect unless the same being conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance
shall remain in effect. 

Section 5:
Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and if any section,
subsection,  sentence,  clause  or  phrase  thereof  for  any  reason  is  held  to  be  invalid  or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall
remain in effect; it being the legislative intent this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the
invalidity of any part.  

Section 6:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though
codified  and fully  set  forth therein.   The City  Clerk  shall  have  this  ordinance  codified  and
incorporated  in  the  official  copies  of  the  Code.   The  City  Clerk  and the  City  Attorney are
authorized and directed to change any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the
City of Hackensack in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a
conflict between the numbers and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible
accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed. 

Section 7:
This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon  passage,  adoption,  and  publication  in  the  manner
prescribed by law.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 171-19

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 17-2019 AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 170 OF THE CODE

OF THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC,” TO ADD A NEW HANDICAPPED PARKING

SPACE IN SECTION 49.2, “PARKING FOR THE
HANDICAPPED”
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 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Von Rudenborg that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Battaglia that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 17-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.

CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE NO. 17-2019

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 170 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF HACKENSACK, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC,” TO

ADD A NEW HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACE IN SECTION
49.2, 

“PARKING FOR THE HANDICAPPED.”

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  N.J.S.A. 40:48-2,  the governing body of a municipality may make,
amend, repeal, and enforce such other ordinances, regulations, rules and by-laws not contrary to the laws
of this state or of the United States, as it may deem necessary and proper for the good of government,
order and protection of person and property, and for the preservation of the public health, safety and
welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants, and as may be necessary to carry into effect the powers
and duties conferred and imposed by this subtitle, or by any law; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hackensack wishes to amend Chapter 170 of the
Code of the City of Hackensack, entitled “Vehicles and Traffic,” to add two (2) new handicapped parking
spaces to Section 49.2, entitled “Parking for the Handicapped;” and,  

WHEREAS,  the Hackensack Police Department and the City Engineer have investigated the
matter and have determined that adding such handicapped parking spaces will not significantly impact
on-street parking, nor will it affect traffic flow.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it is in the City’s best interest to take this action.

NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HACKENSACK, as follows:

Section 1:
Chapter 170, Section 49.2 of the Code of the City of Hackensack is hereby amended as follows [additions
by underline]

§170-49.2. Parking for the handicapped.

E. Designation of parking areas.  In accordance with this chapter, the following locations
shall provide parking for the physically handicapped:

Parking Lot or Street Side Location/Number of Handicapped Spaces

178 Clay Street North From a point  188 feet  west  of  the  south/west  corner  
Railroad  Place  and  Clay  Street  Northerly

curbline to
 a point 22 feet west thereof /1

146 Berry Street North From a point 54 feet east of the north/east corner of 
Railroad  Avenue  and  Berry  Street  to  a  point  22  feet
thereof/1

Section 2:
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All other provisions of Chapter 170, Section 49.2 of the Code of the City of Hackensack shall remain

unchanged.

Section 3:
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions.  All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being
the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the same
being conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 

Section 4:
Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and if any section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remain in effect; it being the legislative intent
this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

Section 5:
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hackensack as though codified
and fully set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the
official copies of the Code.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney are authorized and directed to change
any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the City of Hackensack in the event that the
codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code,
and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be
repealed. 

Section 6:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, and publication in the manner prescribed by law.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 172-19

FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 18-2019 AN
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK – CALENDAR YEAR 2019 AS PER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-

45.14

 “This ordinance has been advertised pursuant to law and now calls for
a public hearing.  Will someone so move?” 

Motion  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  and  seconded  by
Councilman Battaglia that there be a public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING – No one wished to speak

Motion offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman
Battaglia that the public hearing be closed.    

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack,
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 18-2019 has
passed its second and final reading and is hereby adopted.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
ORDINANCE 18-2019

CALENDAR YEAR 2019
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in
the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to
2.5% unless  authorized  by  ordinance  to  increase  it  to  3.5% over  the  previous  year’s  final
appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized
by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and
the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hackensack in the County of Bergen finds it
advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2019 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s
final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens;
and,

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby determines that a 1.0% increase in the budget for
said year, amounting to $867,178 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise
permitted by the Local Government Cap law, is advisable and necessary; and,

WHEREAS, the  City  Council  hereby  determines  that  any  amount  authorized
hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception
to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack, in
the County of  Bergen,  a majority  of  the full  authorized membership  of  this  governing body
affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2019 budget year, the final appropriations of the City of
Hackensack shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increased by
1.0%,  amounting  to  $867,178  and  that  the  CY  2019  municipal  budget  for  the  City  of
Hackensack be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,

BE IT  FURTHER ORDAINED, that  any  amount  authorized  hereinabove  that  is  not
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in
either of the next two succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be
filed with the Director  of  the Division of  Local  Government  Services  within  five (5)  days of
introduction; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with
the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within five (5) days after such
adoption.
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RESOLUTION NO. 173-19
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX REFUNDS FOR 

STATE BOARD JUDGMENTS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that 
the proper officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following 
refunds for the reasons stated:

AMOUNT     BLOCK   LOT         NAME                       YEAR              REASON
                                                                                                                           PROP LOC

$6,976.85            29          16       12-20 East Kennedy LLC             2017     State Board Judgment
                                                      218 Rt 17 North Ste 410                              12 East Kennedy St
                                                      Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

$7,798.71            29          16       12-20 East Kennedy LLC             2018     State Board Judgment
                                                      218 Rt 17 North Ste 410                              12 East Kennedy St
                                                      Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

$6,536.47            49            1        Daniel G Keough, Trustee           2011     State Board Judgment
                                                      For A & M Partners LLC                                146 Division Pl
                                                         783 Springfield Ave
                                                           Summit, NJ 07901

$7,035.22           53           5           Michael A Vespasiano               2010      State Board Judgment
                                                     Attorney Trust Account                                       75-79 Lodi St
                                                          For J-R-V Zito et al
                                                                 331 Main St
                                                           Chatham, NJ 07928

$3,610.95          60          23         113-115 Meadow St LLC             2018     State Board Judgment
                                                       218 Rt 17 North Ste 410                            113-115 Meadow St
                                                       Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

$6,559.79          86           18          Michael A Vespasiano                2018     State Board Judgment
                                                     Attorney Trust Account                                        145 Liberty St
                                                   For 145 Liberty St Realty Co
                                                               331 Main St
                                                        Chatham, NJ 07928

$21,529.20       336        36    Law Office of Nathan P Wolf, LLC   2018    State Board Judgment
                                              And Koval, Howard F & Ellen B                         226 Prospect Ave
                                                          673 Morris Ave
                                                    Springfield, NJ 07081

15,413.81         527      7.01             Orchard St 2001                       2016    State Board Judgment
                                                280 Raritan Center Parkway                                110 Orchard St
                                                         Edison, NJ 08837
                 
 25,158.31         527      7.01       Orchard Oak Realty LLC             2017   State Board Judgment
                                                280 Raritan Center Parkway                                110 Orchard St
                                                         Edison, NJ 08837

  34,993.49         527      7.01       Orchard Oak Realty LLC             2018   State Board Judgment
                                                280 Raritan Center Parkway                                110 Orchard St
                                                         Edison, NJ 08837
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 174-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY TO SETTLE
THE CASES ON THE ATTACHED LIST DATED MARCH 29, 2019

THAT WERE SCHEDULED FOR TRIAL OR SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the names on the attached list are owners of real estate of the Block
and Lots specified on said list: and

WHEREAS, the owners set forth on the list have filed tax appeals challenging the
assessments for the above referenced tax years as more specifically set forth on said
list; and

WHEREAS,  each  Block  and  Lots  listed  therein  was/were  assessed  at  the
amount stated therein for the noted tax years; and

WHEREAS, the owners are seeking a reduction in the total assessments for said
Block and Lots for the respective years; and

WHEREAS,  the City’s  Tax Appeal  Attorney,  Edna J.  Jordan,  Esq.  of  Chasan
Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, P.C. has completed discovery/inquiry with respect to
these matters and has consulted with the City Tax Assessor, Arthur Carlson, CTA and
the City’s Appraiser, Robert McNerney, MAI and has conducted extensive negotiations
with counsel for the taxpayer; and

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that prejudgment interest shall be waived as
a condition of any and all settlements; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Tax Appeal Attorneys, the City’s Appraiser and the City’s
Tax Assessor are in agreement with the terms of said settlements and believe that it
would be in the best interest of the City to settle said cases in accordance with the
terms as stated on the attached list;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the City of
Hackensack agrees to authorize the City’s Tax Appeal Attorney, Edna J. Jordan, Esq. or
Kenneth A. Porro, Esq. to execute a Stipulation of Settlement on behalf of the City of
Hackensack with respect to the cases on the attached list pending in the Tax Court of
New Jersey for the tax years and at the new assessments stated on said list.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 175-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HEALTH DEPARTMENT REFUNDS FOR
DEATH CERTIFICATES AND BIRTH CERTIFICATES

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that 
the proper officers be and are hereby authorized to make the following 
refunds for the reasons stated:
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1. Earl I. Jones Funeral Home Inc.
305 First Street
Hackensack, NJ 07601              

Amount:  $105.00 Payment collected at the Hackensack Health Department
in error for the issuance of death certificates, our receipt number 125576 on
02/19/2019

2. Jaia S. Gandy
348 Park Street
Hackensack, NJ 07601              

Amount:  $30.00 Payment collected at the Hackensack Health Department in
error  for  the  filing  of  birth  certificate  amendment  correction,  our  receipt
number 110497 on 08/31/2017
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 176-19

EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION
Prior to the Adoption of the Budget

Per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20

WHEREAS,  an emergency condition  has  arisen with  respect  to  the
need to make payments for operating expenses prior to the adoption of the
budget, and no adequate provision has been made in the 2019 temporary
budget for the aforesaid purpose; and 

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A.  40A:4-20  provides  for  the  creation  of  an
emergency temporary appropriations for the purpose above mentioned; and

WHEREAS,  26.25% of  the total  appropriations  in  the 2018 Budget,
exclusive  of  any  appropriations  made  for  interest  and  debt  redemption
charges, capital improvements, and public assistance is $24,917,125.28; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary appropriations adopted in
the year pursuant to the provision of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951
amended) including this resolution total $27,113,380.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  (not  less  than two-thirds  of  all
members therefore affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40A:4-20:

1. An emergency  temporary  appropriation  be  and the  same is  hereby
made for:

CURRENT FUND

TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATION S&W       O/E      TOTAL

A&E 9-01-20-100-100 20,000 20,000
Mayor & Council 9-01-20-110-110 4,000 4,000
Tax Assessment 9-01-20-150-150- 30,000 30,000
Project Mgmt. 9-01-20-165-165 120,000   120,000
Planning Board 9-01-21-180-180 30,000 30,000
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Board of Adjustment 9-01-21-185-185 5,000 5,000
Property Inspection 9-01-22-200-200 35,000 35,000
Group Health Insurance 9-01-23-210-210 500,000 500,000
Workers’ Compensation 9-01-23-215-215 100,000 100,000
School Crossing Guards 9-01-25-240-241 85,000 85,000
Recycling 9-01-26-305-306 10,000 10,000
PEOSHA 9-01-27-330-332 75,000 75,000
Cultural Arts 9-01-28-371-371 5,000 5,000
Library 9-01-29-390-390 250,000 250,000

2. That said emergency appropriation will  be provided for in  the 2019
operating budget in full. 

3. That three certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of
the Division of Local Government Services 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 177-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCRUED TIME PAYOUT OF $40,105.04
TO TAX ASSESSOR ARTHUR CARLSON               

WHEREAS,  N.J.A.C.  5:30-15 established rules that govern how local
government  units  manage  and  finance  compensation  for  accumulated
absence time for their respective employees, and

WHEREAS,  accumulated  absence  includes  any  sick  days,  vacation
days,  personal  days,  compensatory  time  or  any  other  absence  time
authorized as  part  of  an  employer  agreement,  which  is  not  used by  the
employee during the allowed period and which is permitted to accumulate
over time to the benefit of the employee, and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that the funds and
authority exists to pay Arthur Carlson owed sick days; and 

WHEREAS, City Manager Ted Ehrenburg has authorized the payment
of $40,105.04 to Arthur Carlson for said time.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack hereby approves payment to Arthur Carlson in the
amount of  $40,105.04 for an accrued time payout in accordance with the
rules  and  regulations  established  by  the  Local  Finance  Board  for  such
payments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chief Financial Officer certifies that
there are funds available in the furtherance of this resolution to be located in
budget account 9-01-30-415-416-119. 
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 178-19
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR

REHABILITATION PLAN FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED BETWEEN
PROSPECT STREET, ESSEX STREET, BEECH STREET & RAILROAD AVE,

 AS DETERMINED BY RESOLUTION #376-18    

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Hackensack  requires  professional  planning
services to develop a Rehabilitation Plan for certain properties as identified in
Resolution #376-18, adopted by the Mayor and Council on September 25,
2018; and

WHEREAS, the City has solicited Requests for Proposals regarding the
planning services required for said services; and

WHEREAS, a proposal was received from DMR Architects; and
WHEREAS,  it  was determined that the proposal received from DMR

Architects  was  the  most  advantageous  to  the  City  based  on  cost,  vast
expertise  in  this  field  and  experience  and  specific  knowledge  of  this
particular project.     

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
City of Hackensack, County of Bergen, as follows:

1. DMR Architects of 777 Terrace Ave., Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 is
hereby awarded a contract in an amount not to exceed $18,900 for
the  planning  services  related  to  the  Rehabilitation  Plan  for  the
properties described in Resolution #376-18, in accordance with the
proposal attached thereof. 

2. A Certification of Funds has been prepared and authorized by the Chief
Financial Officer for the said contract assuring that there is a sufficient
appropriation to fund the purchases authorized in this resolution as an
express and mandatory condition of the award of this contract. 

3. The budget account to be charged is 9-01-20-170-170-215.

4. The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the contract
documents necessary to effectuate the award of  this  contract.  The
City Attorney shall review any and all contractual documents prepared
in furtherance of this award.  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
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                                                                   RESOLUTION NO. 179-19   

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that
the bills in the following accounts be and are hereby ordered paid:

Current Fund      $896,908.61
Grants                            0.00
Payroll               1,637,390.38
Public Parking System                     177.29
Capital                 462,546.42
Escrow                            93,089.19
Trust Account                 156,444.26
Total Expenditures                   3,246,556.15
Interfunds/Transfers             $ 7,520,063.47
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
                                                           

RESOLUTION NO. 180-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RAFFLE LICENSE FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS
INFORMATION CENTER AND MOLLY FOUNDATION FOR DIABETES

RESEARCH

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that
the  following  organizations  be  granted  permission  to  conduct  a  Raffle in
accordance with the application on file in the office of the City Clerk:

RA #2175 Women’s Rights Information Center
RA #2176 Molly Foundation for Diabetes Research
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Labrosse
CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 181-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOARD AND COMISSION APPOINTMENTS

BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Mayor and Council  of  the City of Hackensack that the
following appointments be made:

ZONING BOARD: 
Angel Carrion is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired regular member term of

former member Larry Eisen with a term ending 12/31/2019

Jason Chacon is hereby appointed as an alternate member to fill the unexpired
alternate member term of Angel Carrion with a term ending 12/31/2020

ENVIRONMENTAL COMISSION: 
Roselyn Altman is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term of former member

Rogelio Diaz-Miranda with a term ending 12/31/2020
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

RESOLUTION NO. 182-19

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SUSAN BANZON AND RYAN WESTRA 
AS MEMBERS OF THE BERGEN COUNTY 

REGIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hackensack that
Susan Banzon and Ryan Westra be and are hereby appointed as members of
the Bergen County Regional Community Development Committee on behalf
of the Mayor and Council for a one year term, from to July 1, 2018 through
June 30, 2019 to fill the unexpired terms of Albert Dib and Wayne Vriesema;
and

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ted Ehrenburg be and is hereby appointed to
serve as an alternate during the one year term.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an original copy of this resolution be
forwarded to the Bergen County Division of Community Development, One
Bergen County Plaza, Fourth Floor, Hackensack, New Jersey.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 183-19

A RESOLUTION URGING THE NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES TO
REQUIRE LANDLINE AND WIRELESS TELEPHONE SERVICE UTILITIES TO
IMPLEMENT THE NECESSARY TECHNOLOGY TO BLOCK ROBOCALLS TO

THEIR CUSTOMERS, FREE OF CHARGE, AND TO ENACT REGULATIONS TO
PREVENT ROBOCALLS FROM REACHING CUSTOMERS

WHEREAS, A  “robocall”  is  a  telephone call  often placed by telemarketers
who use a computerized auto dialer to deliver a pre-recorded message; and

WHEREAS “Telephone  scammers”  are  individuals  or  groups  that  make
unsolicited phone calls to individuals with the purpose of stealing money or personal
information. Scams may come through phone calls from real people, robocalls, or
text messages. The Scammers often make false promises, such as opportunities to
buy products, invest money, or receive free product trials. Scammers may also offer
money through free grants and lotteries. Some scammers call pretending to be from
government agencies, such as the IRS with threats of jail or lawsuits if they are not
paid; and

WHEREAS, “Neighbor spoofing”, otherwise known as “NPA-NXX spoofing”,
is  a form of  caller  ID fraud used by telemarketers,  scammers,  and robocallers.
“Neighbor  spoofing”  uses  auto-dialing  and  VoIP  (Voice  over  Internet  Protocol)
services to send unsolicited phone calls. These calls have an outgoing Caller ID
that closely matches your area code and phone number. By mimicking their caller
ID  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  phone  number  they  are  placing  the  call  to,
spammers can trick more of their targets into answering the phone. This strategy
ultimately increases the odds spammers will  successfully get victims to give up
personal information scammers can use to steal; and

WHEREAS, Under federal law, written consent is required for all robocalls or
texts made to a wireless telephone number; further, telemarketers have never been
permitted to make robocalls to a wireless telephone number based solely on an
"established business relationship" with the customer; and

WHEREAS, Robocalls  and  Scammer  calls  have  increased  in  recent  years
because new technology has made it  cheaper and easier  for  telemarketers  and
Scammers to make calls from anywhere in the world while hiding their identities by
displaying  fake  caller  identification  information  by  using,  among  other  devious
tactics,  “Neighbor spoofing”; and

WHEREAS, most telephone users consider robocalls and scammer calls to be
a nuisance and disruptive and are frustrated with their inability to stop scam or
robocalls; and

WHEREAS, Scammer calls in particular place unknowing individuals of our
community in peril of economic and emotional hardship; and

WHEREAS, While New Jersey and other states have enacted laws to curtail
unwanted  scammer  and  telemarketing  calls  including  robocalls,  enforcing  these
laws has proven difficult  as  many of  the unwanted telemarketing and scammer
calls originate out-of-state or from foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, There  is  technology  available  that  could  block  scammer  and
robocalls from reaching customers; and

WHEREAS, Landline and wireless telephone service  providers  are,  for  the
most part,  Public Utilities and within the governing purview of the New Jersey Board
of Public Utilities; and
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WHEREAS, Landline and wireless telephone service providers can implement
the necessary technology that would block robocalls from reaching customers; and

WHEREAS, the  New  Jersey  Board  of  Public  Utilities  should  enact  the
necessary regulations to require landline and wireless telephone service providers
to block robocalls from reaching their customers. 

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is to respectfully urge
landline  and  wireless  telephone  service  providers  to  implement  the  necessary
technology to block scam and robocalls to their customers, free of charge, and to
enact regulations to prevent scam and robocalls from reaching customers; and 
 
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Copies of this resolution, shall be sent to the
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and to Hackensack’s Representatives in the
New Jersey State Senate and House.
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CITY OF HACKENSACK
RESOLUTION NO. 184-19

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENTION OF LEAVE OF
ABSENCE FOR RICCARDO TERRANOVA, MAINTENANCE

REPAIRER, COMMENCING ON APRIL 8, 2019 AND ENDING APRIL
28, 2019 

WHEREAS, Riccardo Terranova, Maintenance Repairer in Public Works, has
requested an extension of his Leave of Absence without pay for three weeks
for personal medical reasons under the Federal Family Leave Act; and 

WHEREAS, City  Manager  Ted  M.  Ehrenburg  has  determined  that  this
employee be granted an extension of his Leave of Absence for three weeks,
commencing Monday, April 8, 2019 and terminating Sunday, April 28, 2019. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City
of Hackensack, that Riccardo Terranova, Maintenance Repairer, be granted
an  extension  of  his  Leave  of  Absence  for  three  weeks,  without  pay,  as
requested; and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED that  a  certified  copy  of  this  Resolution  is
forwarded to the employee's pension system by the Chief Financial Officer.

Public Comment

A motion to open the meeting to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor
Sims and seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – I am here as the Chairman of the Environmental
Commission.  I have one question.  I mentioned at the last meeting if we
would have funding for the study for the Greenhouse.  Are we doing this at
all so we can move on?  If not, please let us know.  This has been going on
since last September.  Going back, and I agree that we should try and get

04/09/2019  31



grants to fund this, but nothing has been done.  Every move the commission
has made has been blocked right down to having the commission accept
donations.  Everything I ask the City Manager he says he needs to get the
permission from the Mayor and Council.    Are you dedicated to the green
house?  If you are, please get a meeting set up to see what we are going to
do.  I understand it is not a pressing matter.  We are a dedicated group, very
passionate people that have degrees in ecology.  We are looking to move
forward.   Our hands are tied.   If  it  is  being stalled because of  the YMCA
rumor, I’d like to be invited to a meeting on that issue.  It doesn’t sound
good.   

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded –  As  far  the  community  garden,  we
discussed this, it should be moving forward.  As far as the greenhouse, the
YMCA has been a resident in the City for years and years and we promised
them that we would give them time to discuss their proposal.  Ted is going to
reach out to them to see if they can come to the next Committee of the
Whole meeting.   The greenhouse is  definitely going to be redone but we
have to hear what the YMCA is proposing.  What they would like to see their
might mean moving the greenhouse a little bit.  They would be responsible
for some of that cost.  We don’t want to fund this $19,000 until we are sure
its going to stay exactly where it is or move a little bit.  It is our responsibility
to allow them to come and present their idea.  This Council is 100% behind
restoring  the  greenhouse  and  we  are  also  100%  behind  the  community
garden.  We appreciate all the efforts of the Environmental Commission.    I
am sorry that you are frustrated but they say government moves slow and
we have to maintain our relationships with our neighbors so all we are asking
is we listen to what they want to present.  We are assuming they will be here
the last Tuesday of April.

Joe Sommers – Hackensack – I have been a resident for over 40 years here
right by Staib Park.  Earth Day is April 11.  We want Green Acres.  I was a
science teacher and college biology teacher for 46 years.  We are part of the
Great Eastern rainforest which runs from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada, the
area east of the Appalachian trail.  What do we want to leave?   Something
Phillip Staib would be proud of or not?  There is a dog park proposal and it is
an attractive nuisance; it will not fit.  There are homeowners there, children
go there.  Who is going to check the dogs for vaccines? It is a site where
there will be concentrated canine urine and feces.  It is not for that park.  Use
your head. We have signatures of over 70 residents.   It was promised to us
that there would be another meeting before anything gets done in the park.
We are looking forward to that.  Also, I have a proposal for the northern part
of Staib Park where the dog park would have been.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg  responded –  The  Staib  Park  dog  park  was
requested  by  residents  that  live  near  the  park  as  something  that  they
wanted to see, as the plans came forward, there were some residents with
opposition to it which we will take into account as well.  We made sure to not
move forward until we have another public meeting for more input.  There
will be other improvements that need to be made at the part in regards to
the playground area and restrooms.  

Felice - Prospect Avenue – Hackensack – I recently got a car and I have a
problem parking it and there is no space in the garage and I got a ticket.
What do I do because I don’t have a space to park?  There is no space for
rent in the parking garage.  I  got the ticket because they said it  was for
monthly parking and then I came here to get a permit and they have none.
What can I do now?  I don’t have a space to park.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Please leave your information with the
City Manager and he will look into it.  
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Natasha Taylor – Hackensack – I am here with my son Jefferson Taylor and we
are here to  talk about  the traffic and ticketing issue around the schools,
particularly Fairmount.  Jefferson wanted to tell a story about what happened.

Jefferson Taylor – Hackensack – My mom was dropping me off at school and
she was parked in a regular space and a policeman came over and said you
can’t park here and he said because you take too long.  My mom said I am
going to let my kid out and then I will leave.  The policeman said if you don’t
hurry up, I will give you a ticket.  My mom said I could go into school but I
didn’t want to because I was nervous because the policeman was yelling.

Ms. Taylor continued – This is his first encounter with a police officer in the
community.  I lived here my entire life and went to all the schools here.  For
me this is unacceptable.  Growing up I knew all the police officers and their
names.  They knew me and my parents.  I understand there is a traffic issue.
I am not part of that issue.  I do not double park.  My son is the shortest of
my three kids so I am nervous to drop him off in the middle of the street
because someone may hit him so I don’t double park and I don’t park where I
am not supposed to.  I always get there early so I can find a legal spot out of
the way and that is  even an issue.  I  understand if  the police are being
directed to ticket but something needs to be fixed.  I got a ticket mailed to
my house.  That makes no sense.     I have heard it is the direction they are
getting from the City Council and I think that creates a wedge between the
police and the community and that is not good especially right now with the
climate of the country.  We should be able to speak and communicate and
find a solution.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Just so you know the City Council does
not give direction to the police department.  

City Manager responded – The concern of the Mayor and Council is the safety
of  these children  and  unfortunately  there  is  not  a  great  design  of  these
schools because they were built years ago.  We also identified that there is a
contractual issue with the teachers when they can punch in to receive these
kids.  I had a meeting Monday morning and one of the concerns is that the
teachers  don’t  really  punch in  until  8:20 so we only  have 10 minutes to
unload 610 kids.  That is not safe.  The police are not getting pressure to
enforce summonses to people.  That is not true.  The pressure is that we get
all these kids into school, educate them well, and get them home safe.   If
you have a complaint about a police officer, please see the OIC and he will
investigate it.  We are going to try to find solutions.  Our lieutenant has done
research  with  other  school  systems.   We are  completely  engaged in  the
process.  There are three components to traffic – engineering, enforcement,
and education. All of those will have to be met.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  This  is  a  problem  at  all  of  the
elementary schools.  It  is  something we need to address.  We have seen
photos.  I appreciate that you get there early.  We are concerned with the
traffic there, and the illegal u-turns.  Parents have to get to work so we need
to work together to come up with an acceptable plan that meets the needs
of the parents and is safe for the children.   This is something we need to
meet and talk to the BOE and see if we can come up with a plan.  If you had
an issue with a police office or a problem with a ticket, please handle it, talk
to the proper authorities. 

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Jeffery, on behalf of this Council, I want to
apologize for the police officer talking in that manner to you.  

Mary Walsh – Hackensack – I am a member of the Shade Tree Committee in
Hackensack and also the conservation co-chair of the local Sierra Club.  I am
here to talk about the dog park proposal.  I have three concerns.  I live about
3 blocks from Staib Park and I have been there almost 20 years.   Staib is just
a stone’s throw to route 4 and we hear the highway 24 hours a day.  If you
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take down trees, the trees have the function of cleaning the air so even if
there are not that many, we need the service of them.  I am also concerned
about  flooding  because  the  trees  absorb  the  water.   If  you  put  in  an
impervious surface, the likelihood of people picking up the dog poop is not
that great.  The poop will then run into Coles Creek which connects to the
Hackensack River which dumps into the Oradell reservoir.  I am not a fan of
even the smallest amount of poop going into my drinking water.  If you use
an impervious surface, you will have the same situation but the dog urine
will be running into the creek as well.  I was walking with a manager from
Suez at the reservoir in Old Tappan and they refuse to let any dogs near the
reservoir.  There are areas in Foschini and Johnson Parks where you don’t
need to remove trees and you don’t have the proximity to the creek.  When I
had Patrick the Wheaten Terrier for 14 years, I used to drive him to those dog
parks so it really isn’t that far for people to drive to.  My last point has to do
with the pruning of the trees.  Two or three members of the Shade Tree as
well as the DPW just came back from training.  It is not necessary to take the
trees out.    

Bernadette Bracken – Hackensack – I am the chairwoman of the Shade Tree
Committee and I would also like to voice some concerns about this dog park
proposal.  Currently the plan is to cut down a few of the smaller trees on the
northwest side of the park and I think that is a bad idea because parks are
the  only  place  in  the  city  that  trees  can  grow unobstructed  by  wires  or
sidewalks.   It  would  be  a  shame  to  not  let  the  trees  grow  to  their  full
potential.  As Mary was saying, there is a problem with flooding and even a
small tree can absorb 3,000 gallons of water.  I would have concerns about
flooding if any trees were taken out from that area.  I think there are better
spots for a dog park.  Just today, the City was accredited with being a Shade
Tree City USA and we were congratulated on our stewardship of our trees so
it would be a shame if we cut down trees just as we are being congratulated
for this.  I hope in the future the Shade Tree Committee can work together
with the Council  if  there are any plans for cutting down or putting up or
taking care of trees on City property which is what the code intended us to
do.  

Frank Cavallo – Hackensack – I  am the union president.   Let me start  by
telling you that we come here tonight not be a problem but to be part of the
solution.  It is my understanding that yesterday the City Manager and our
OIC had a productive meeting and I was advised that you assured him that
the City will be hiring or promoting in the near future.  I hope this is the first
step getting the department where it needs to be.  For the first time in over
35 years, the police department has less than 100 officers.  Our population is
continuing  to  grow  but  unfortunately  our  department  is  not  following.
Because we are understaffed, we are faced with a multitude of problems.
Each of our four investigative divisions are short supervisors and detectives.
Our patrol division is also short supervisors and officers.   In 2016 our patrol
captain conducted a study which revealed the proper number of officers that
should be on the road to handle the ever-growing call volume which is 7.
Last year the department lowered the minimum down to 6 to reduce the
overtime.  Even after lowering manpower on the road, overtime has become
rampant.  Our officers are becoming burnt out which leads to more sick time,
in turn creating more overtime.  It also leaves us with an insufficient number
of officers to respond to calls.   Officers are forced to respond to domestic
violence calls, fights, and robberies without adequate backup.  Our response
time has increase as well  as calls  for  service.   Residents requiring police
assistance have to wait longer.  Even though Hackensack is a city, it  still
demands a service-oriented policing that many other Bergen County towns
are accustom to.  It is extremely difficult to provide that when officers are
responding from call to call and the only solution is more officers on the road.
Currently there is a Class II officer ready to transition to a regular officer but
the city has not moved forward with his hiring process.  Recently the Civil
Service  Commission reinstated three of  our  officers,  one  has  been found
innocent of all charges and I urge you to abide by the commission.  We have
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three supervisors working in place of higher-ranking officers.  Out of the six
divisions, we only have five sergeants assigned.  Patrol is short at least two
sergeants  that  can really  use four  more so the road can be staffed with
supervisors 24 hours a day.  We cannot promote supervisors if we don’t hire
officers to take their place.   The PBA has confidence in the current command
staff, we believe if they are left to run the department without interference,
the pieces will begin to fall into place.  We ask that you keep your word to
promote  and  fully  staff our  department.  The  safety  and  service  to  our
residents are our main goal.  Succession planning is a must, not an option.
We must prepare for years to come as our city continues to grow, we need to
grow as well. Only then will we be able to properly focus on these concerns.
We look forward to working together to fulfill this objective.  

City Manager responded – My first meeting with the OIC was productive.  He
highlights some points that we are privately addressing.  I’ve stated in the
past that of there was documentation that proves we have these issues; they
would  be  immediately  addressed.   I  have  requested  that  information
numerous times and have never been presented with any.  We will address
these issues and there are some issues that are not publicly known that need
to be addressed internally.  We have already made one promotion to the rank
of captain. We are going to certify the list.  Thank you for your time.

Michael Scott James Vickery – Hackensack – I had no intention of speaking
tonight until Jefferson took the microphone.  I am a parent of three children
that attend every level of the Hackensack schools and I get to fight the traffic
every day.  I have received tickets myself.  I want to tell Jefferson that I am
part of a committee at Fairmount and we are working very hard to come up
with a solution.  A lot of smart people are trying to figure it out.  I talk to nice
police officers all the time, it was not their intention that day, they must have
been having a bad day.  We are going to fix the problem.  It is one of many
reasons why I am running to be a school board member.  

Pedra DelVeccio – Hackensack – We assembled a committee at Fairmount as
part of the PTA to discuss traffic issues that started in 2000.  I see it and it is
dangerous.  We have about 20 people attend out meeting.  We talked about
some solutions and we all agreed that the problems were drivers speeding or
double parking.  We have not made any headway on that.  The officers are
out there all the time directing and ticketing.  It’s not enough.  We have
come  up  with  some  ideas.   The  first  is  to  discuss  the  street  sweeping
schedule. Tuesdays and Fridays parking is cut in half, maybe the time can be
tweaked.  There has been talk about drop off zones.  We have discussed the
possibility  of  having  Poplar  Avenue  reopened  and  flowing  in  a  westward
direction.   Now  between  Spring  Valley  and  Ross  Avenue,  you  only  have
Fairmount Avenue to go west.  Many teachers need to park on Poplar Avenue
so we would have to look at how to replace the parking if it may be lost.  The
first thing we really would like you to look at is rerouting the street sweeping.

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  We  should  look  into  the  street
sweeping.  It doesn’t make sense to be in your way at that point if we can
help it.  We should have traffic look at how the flow is and was.  It wasn’t
always a one way.  Any ideas you come up with, please let us know.  We did
have  a  discussion  at  the  COW  meeting,  the  police  were  here  and  they
gathered information from other towns and other ideas.  

Louis Decepola – Hackensack - I came here tonight to voice my opposition to
the removal of any trees for any dog park or any playground.  We already
have a scarcity of trees in our parks.  I sit on the Environmental Commission.
The  commission  nor  the  Shade  tree  Committee  were  consulted  on  this
proposal.  I believe there was an engineer who presented a proposal.  If you
look at the duties of the Environmental Commission is says “study, make
recommendations for open space preservation, and protection of flora and
fauna.”  One  of  the  duties  of  the  Shade  Tree  Commission  is  “establish
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programs  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  existing  shade  trees.”
Hopefully we can work together.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  We  will  make  you  aware  of  any
subsequent meeting.  We do want to hear your voices.  I am sorry if that was
overlooked.  

Richard Grant  -  Hackensack –  I  would like  to  share information about  an
organization because at the last meeting I got the impression Hackensack is
considering more quality  of  life  projects.   At  this  meeting,  Environmental
Commission,  shredding  day,  and  a  community  garden  were  mentioned.
Those are all worth points in a certification system developed by Sustainable
New Jersey.  When a municipality becomes an active participant, they not
only have a point certification system but they have a free training system
with webinars and access to grants and financial incentives.  A municipality
would have to pass  a resolution,  register,  selections actions to take,  and
creates a green team to coordinate the activities.  It is an annual cycle from
June to December.  Certification lasts three years.  In Bergen County, Glen
Rock, Ridgewood and Wycoff, other county seats like Camden, Cape May,
Jersey City, Morristown, also Hoboken, Princeton and Red Bank.  I believe it is
worth doing because your quality of life projects might be viewed as one.
The organization is a resource of expertise.  Back in 2010, Hackensack did
register.  I don’t know what has happened since then. 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino – Lets make a note of that and explore it further
especially now that we have the Environmental Commission and Shade Tree
Committee.  Fairleigh is big on sustainable projects as well and they want to
be more involved.  

Perry Jackson – Hackensack – I believe in equal pay for equal stay for any
committee, staff, or organization, panel of people.  YMCA we have here but
we do not have a YWCA.  There are places in Paterson that have places for
women and children that have no place to stay.   There is a situation with
saying farewell to welfare.  There should be a policy that is even better in
place.  I  believe in diversity and inclusion.   I  believe the meetings are on
Cablevision and Verizon and segments can be used for the schools and share
in the class participation. 

Rich  Cerbo  –  Hackensack  –  Welcome to  everybody.   We need to  include
everyone, not just people that come to the meetings.  I think it is awful that
we have only three minutes here.  I think there was a change last year from
5 minutes to 3 minutes.  I think it is too restricted.  There are so many things
to  mention.   I  was  not  here  for  the  talk  at  the  work  session,  what  is  a
resolution to reject hate within the City of Hackensack?  I hated a dinner I
had the other night.  What does that even mean to reject hate within the
City?  Can someone reflect on this for me?  That shocked me.  Hate is a
reaction  for  many  things.   People  hate  things,  so  what?   To  make  it  a
resolution is beyond belief.  I think the dog park is a great idea.  It is a perfect
place for a dog park.  The one in Maywood is fantastic.  Memorial Park in
Maywood there is walking track there, basketball ball courts and a dog park.
It is social, clean, beautiful.  I suggest you move forward with the dog park.
Trees  can  be  re-planted  to  make  it  vibrant  again.   If  the  Shade  Tree
committee is so interested in trees, why aren’t they replacing the trees that
were cut down like on Spring Valley Avenue.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – The Council sits here at the end of
every meeting and you can speak with us then if you feel you were not heard
enough.

City Manager responded – There is a movement in Bergen County and shared
with us from Teaneck is a resolution rejecting hate without Hackensack.  The
resolution  goes  through  a  lengthy dissertation  but  basically  America  is  a
mosaic  of  people  and  strives  for  racial,  ethical,  cultural,  and  religious
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acceptance.  Violence against people due to their identity is not upholding
American values.    This  rejects  hate in all  forms especially the type that
results  in  violence against people of  any particular  group, the labeling of
groups as being less  valued than others,  bullying,  and the discriminating
against the values of having different people from different cultures.  It is a
supporting document just like we have every spring breast cancer awareness
to make people think.  No one is perfect but we should all be better.  

Eric Martindale – Maywood – I am here to talk about the River Street railroad
trestle.  Construction is ongoing at the former Record site.  The approved
plan calls for pedestrian access along the railroad from River Street to the
riverfront.  The plan is for pedestrians to cross the four-lane road to get from
the downtown to the river front.  There is a two lane railroad trestle only 15
years old right there, only one lane is used with the railroad, the other is
empty  and  ready  to  be  used  by  pedestrians.   It  will  be  a  link  from the
downtown to the riverfront.  I ask that you take a look at this and approach
the railroad to try and get their cooperation.  I have surveyed the railroad
online all the way to the New York border.  We are not asking for a pedestrian
crossing, we just want to use the land alongside the tracks.  The railroad has
offered pedestrian crossings.  All that’s needed is a fence there.  This is a
sustainable project.  This all ties in.  It can be wide enough for emergency
services to use it.   There is a lot of new residents coming in and they need
greenspace.  You have Foschini Park right there.  It would be a great place for
a dog park.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We have had some discussion with the
County on this.  They have been interested in this as well.  

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – It is too bad some of these people were not
here at 6PM because we had a productive dialogue about what is happening.
March 12 the shelter went up in front of the fire department but we need to
get rid of the bench.  The light went up on Frist Street.  I am sad we lost the
Police Director, maybe it is because he was short a lot of men.  It is the first
time in history that we have had less than 100 men.  We really need to give
the police department the help that they need.  During the day all these
people flood in for the county.  That needs to be addressed.  I am also here
for my taxes.  There is a BOE election coming up, we need to get out of the
lease with the ECDC.  Some of my taxes goes to the schools and some goes
to the city.  Under 50 percent goes to the City.  Different towns get more and
we should have more of a balance.  My main concern is to get out of the
ECDC lease.  We need to build the modules to get out of the lease, we are
responsible for all of the ECDC repairs like the $200,000 handicapped ramp.
If the boiler goes bad, we will need to replace it.  I would rather see that
money go towards a school we own.  The budget is not the referendum.
Misinformation has been passed out there.  The budget is under the 2% cap.
I am disappointed in the BOE President.  The letter she got from the County
was embarrassing.  I don’t want to see a takeover.     

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded –  This is not a BOE meeting so I don’t
want to belabor that point but the issue as far as relating the budget to the
referendum is that the residents raised their voice and felt that we were not
in a position to be looking at building a new school when there are so many
renovations that need to be done in the current schools.  I think the issue in
the budget is that the capital expenditure would not be going towards doing
those  renovations  which  is  the  intent  of  the  folks  that  voted  on  the
referendum.  That information was publicized at the BOE meeting and in the
Bergen Record.  It is important to come out and vote on April 16.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – This is not a BOE meeting but I am going to
pick up what you said because if they get the modulars for ECDC than they
don’t  have to pay $700,000 a year lease on it  and that money could go
towards a boiler in a building.  There is a reason and a logic to it, it makes
financial sense to do this.  People just don’t want a new school.  We need a
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new school.  We need school parking.  The problem is being worked on but it
was in the referendum plans but people voted it down.  They voted it down
because they got scared by misinformation.  The referendum and the budget
are two different things.  You equating them is misleading.  An operating
budget is what is needed to pay the teachers and the bills.   The County
Board of Ed sent a letter to the BOE president condemning the BOE for failing
to pass a budget. The BOE got a letter that we may be under state monitor.
We would have to pay for.  Defeating the budget, defeated us because we
are going to spend money for a monitor.  We could have put that towards
Hiller’s boiler.  Mr. Sims, shame on you.  You should not apologize for a police
officer.  You don’t know who it was, you don’t know what he did, you don’t
know the story.   How dare you apologize for somebody else, apologize for
your  own  behavior.  You  don’t  know  it.   You  should  know  our  police  are
overworked, tired, stretched.  They are short men and working a lot of hours.
They are working overtime.  They don’t want to have to babysit parents at
schools that are parking, double parking, whatever.  There are other things in
this city that need to be taken care of.  Shame on you for apologizing for the
officer when you do not know the whole story.

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Jeff, I still apologize to you for the way the
officer spoke to your mother.  It was unacceptable.  I don’t care what this
young woman said, that is one thing we talked about tonight, reject hate
within the City of Hackensack.  Last week three African American churches
were burnt down and I am proud of Hackensack for taking a stance against
hate.  Thank you.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – There is great concern that has been
voiced to me about the capital expenditures in the BOE budget.  Hiller’s is a
prime example because those children in the middle of the winter had to
wear  coats  in  the  classrooms.   When you  are  making  financial  decisions
moving forward you have to look at quality of life issues first.  Padre Pio is a
horrible mistake, extending that one more year is not a quality of life.  Our
teachers and students cold are a quality of life issue.  Roofs that need repair.
Flooding in schools.  Bathrooms that aren’t operational. These are quality of
life issues.  The priorities are a little askew, that is my personal opinion, I am
entitled to a personal opinion as a resident and taxpayer of this city.  We still
have not completed our re-registration.  Residency checks were done.  162
families failed the residency verification.  We don’t know what our problem is
until all of this data is collected correctly.  Let’s repair our schools to the best
of  our  ability  and  move  forward.   That  is  my personal  concern  with  the
spending,  not  the  amount  of  money  being  spent  and  not  the  budget  to
support our teachers and our children.  My personal opinion, I am going to
vote for the budget.  There is nothing I would ever do to hurt our teachers
and our children, but I am hoping that it is a simple change that needs to be
made instead of spending $1.7 million as a down payment, lets prioritize the
serious quality of life issues that the children and teacher are experiencing
on a daily basis.  

Ira  Goodman  –  Hackensack  –  I  wanted  to  make  a  comment  about  how
important education is to me and to our city.  It was such a great way to see
the meeting start recognizing Education and Sharing Day.  

Martin Smith – Hackensack – I am a member of the City’s Condo COOP Board
and the chairman of  the traffic safety committee.   At  the June 23,  2018
meeting  of  the  Council  I  presented information to  you  about  the  lack of
designated crosswalks on certain streets. In the last year, we have had a
proliferation of pedestrian accidents not just in Hackensack but throughout
the  country.   I  am going  to  concentrate  on  Prospect  Avenue  and  it  was
bought to my attention there might be a reason why the town does not want
to put in designated crosswalks and that was because streets might be in
line  for  resurfacing.   Prospect  Avenue  is  one  of  those  streets.   Prospect
Avenue from Passaic north to Ross Avenue is in need of resurfacing as well as
Essex Street south to Mary Street.  However, Prospect Avenue from Passaic
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to  Essex  Street  was  resurfaced  several  years  ago  and  is  in  excellent
condition.   Currently  we  are  missing  designated  crosswalks  at  those
intersections between those locations.  Can we consider installing designated
crosswalks on Prospect at Atlantic, American Legion Drive, Golf Court, and
Berry  Streets.   The  street  is  in  perfect  condition,  there  is  no  reason  to
consider resurfacing in the near future.  We need more crosswalks for the
pedestrian population.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – The City Manager’s office is actively
looking into this.  As you know, we have to be careful of midblock crosswalks.
Thank you again for your information.  

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – I want to applaud the efforts of this Council;
it  has been a wonderful meeting tonight.  I  wish I  had been here for the
Committee of the Whole, that is where the action is.  If we had known, more
people would have showed up and given input  at  the COW.  I  know the
agenda is there but it very sketchy.  You don’t know what the topics are on
the COW agenda, half of them are very cryptic.  If you let the commissions
and the people know what the topic of discussion at the COW meeting.  That
may be a good place to get some solid input.  Knowing that stuff in advance
would be very helpful.   I look at Pedra Del Veccio and Eric Martindale and
think of all the work he did in Borg’s Woods years back.  We have talented
people.  This Council is responsible for resurrecting these commissions.  I
hope you will be serious in working with them and communicating with them.
I thought the dog park in Staib Park was a great idea but then I realized some
neighbors  didn’t  think  it  was  a  good  idea  and  one  of  the  reasons  was
because of traffic.  Only in America would people drive their dogs to the dog
park.  There are issues with congestion with people bringing their cars in.
The biggest element is the trees.  Not one tree should be cut down in Staib
Park.  You don’t do that.  You should be able to draw more than a rectangle
for a dog run.  We have issues where the ice rink used to be.  I think for the
next meeting about the park that we should go back to the drawing board.
Some of the costs associated with these proposals seemed high.  We need
Kathy Canestrino and Jim Mangin who can say that is not acceptable.  One
more thing, my brother in law Johnny Johnson passed away last night.  He
was  on  the  fire  department  for  many  years  and  also  served  as  the
Hackensack tax assessor.

No one else wished to speak. A motion to close the meeting to the public was
offered by Deputy Mayor Sims and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  

Council Comments

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg –    I really wish everyone who was here about
the traffic issues at the school was here for the COW meeting.  The Police
Department was here to talk about what they were working on to try and
alleviate the traffic situations.  Thanks to Scott and Pedra for forming that
committee at Fairmount, it is much needed.  I think the captain touched on
some important things that we have to realize.  It is the start time and the
time the children are allowed in the school – that is a big issue.  At Parker you
have 5 minutes from when the door opens to when school starts.  That is an
issue.  Other towns have 10 minutes to 25 minutes from when doors open to
class starting.  I don’t think we should be giving tickets if you are parking on
the side as long as you are not impeding traffic.  If you are double parking
and letting your children run across the street and preventing other parents
from getting their kids to school on time then yeah, you should get a ticket.  I
think the captain and the BOE need to sit down at our next meeting and
discuss what can be done in regards to getting the children in the school in
more than 5 minutes. Nothing is set in stone with the dog park.  A lot of
these  projects  start  as  a  request  from  residents  that  find  a  need  for
something and want something done and we explore the option.  In turn,
there are people that come out and say they don’t want it.  Nothing is set in
stone.  We will have another meeting and I welcome the input of the Shade
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Tree and Environmental Commission.   Opening day of baseball was this past
Saturday.  Thank you to everyone involved.  The kids had a great time, the
weather was great.  Thank you to Bill White for hanging the program off to
Jerry and Mike.  Thank you to all the parents who help and volunteer.  Nellie
K. Parker PTA is hosting a digital safety event on April 10 at 5:30PM.  It is
about internet and cell phone safety.  PSEG and NJ Tree Foundation is having
a tree planting seminar at the County courthouse this Saturday at 8AM.  

Deputy Mayor Sims – If you see a pothole, call the pothole hotline.  I want to
thank  Tina,  Nicole,  and  Pete  for  going  to  Fairmount  and  looking  at  the
parking situation.  Opening day of baseball was this past Saturday.  Jerry Reid
took over for Bill White after 40 years, kudos to Jerry for stepping up to the
plate.  There is a vote for the Board of Ed Tuesday April 16.  May the best
candidates  win.   I  am voting  yes  for  the  budget.   Lara  Rodriguez  is  the
President of the BOE and she voted yes on the budget but she keeps getting
banged in the head and I don’t know why.  My prayers are with her.  Good
night.

Councilman Battaglia –   My neighbor Mario passed away last Saturday, rest
in peace.  The problem around the schools, I support the police in whatever
they are doing.   I  have pictures here of  the way the parents are parking
around the schools.  They are putting their own kids in danger.  We are lucky
we have no dead kids.  They are passing between cars.  If they are doing
things like this, they deserve a ticket.  I support the police 100%.  I like what
they are doing for the greenhouse and we will help in any way we can.  We
are working with the schools and the police department so we can improve
the school drop off with all the schools.  That is a safety issue.  The dog park
is not definite yet.  We will look at options and see what we can do.  The tree
problem is  sometimes the trees are very old and present dangers to the
residents, we need to get an expert and they will tell us if we can just prune
the trees.  We have a problem now with the water company and they will
start replacing the lead pipes so be patient with paving.  The money is there
and once the water company finishes the repairs, we will  be right behind
them to pave the streets.  The problem with ECDC parking may be better
once the M&M building opens.  I think they will have enough parking.  Thank
you for coming. 
 
Deputy Mayor Canestrino –    It was our pleasure to present the proclamation
in  response  to  education  day.   We didn’t  expect  to  have  so  many  folks
coming to speak about school issues but we are here to listen to you all.  I
am pleased to see that our police department has stepped up to the plate
and is looking at proactive plans to address the traffic issues around the
schools with safety being our number one priority.  Stephanie and myself
meet regularly with the BOE and I am confident we will be able to come up
with a plan that is going to protect the children and also be a plus for the
parents as well.  We appreciate the feedback from the committees that came
and spoke about this tonight as well.  The dog park - we go back and forth
with a lot of things, people come to us with ideas and presentations, we look
into them, we get the facts, we continue to listen and that is what is going to
happen here.  Nothing is carved in stone.  We are going through all of our
parks  in  the  city  and  many  of  them needed repairs  or  upgrades  or  just
making it current with what is current.  Staib Park needed updates and we
are going to make sure to get  them done and to get  them done to the
satisfaction  of  the  residents.   There  were  a  couple  things  about
redevelopment on the agenda.  If you are familiar with 17 Mercer Street, the
old Colonial Storage building which is going to be renovated.  It will be about
31 units.  They are going to add two floors to the top of it.  The other one is
77 River  Street,  across from Solari’s  Restaurant.   A climbing gym will  be
going  there  which  is  a  wonderful  asset  to  have,  something  different  of
Olympic scale.    We had some new appointees to the Zoning Board and
Environmental Board.  We are still looking for a Zoning Board alternate.  If
you want to be involved, get involved.  Just fill out the application form and
participate with us.  We would love to see more people.  HACPAC finished out
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the  Pac  the  House  series  with  Marc  Cohen.   It  was  sold  out.   It  was  a
wonderful way to close the season.  It is a wonderful way to bring people into
Hackensack.  The Easter Egg hunt is at Johnson Park on April 16.  Bring the
kids out.  Thank you all for coming.  We will be here if anyone wants to talk
to us.  We appreciate all your contributions.  Have a pleasant evening. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:59 p.m.

Approved by Mayor and Council on May 21, 2019.

ABSENT
_____________________________________

Mayor John P. Labrosse, Jr.

                                                             
_________________________________

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Canestrino

                                                                                   
______________________________________

Deputy Mayor David Sims

                                                                                      
___________________________________

Councilman Leonardo Battaglia

                                                                                        
            ______________________________________

                       Councilwoman Stephanie Von Rudenborg

                                                  
Allison Saabye, Deputy City Clerk
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	WHEREAS, the City hereby determines that the tax exemption is important in obtaining development of the Project and influencing the locational decisions of the probable occupants for the following reasons:
	1. the relative stability and predictability of the annual service charges will make the Project more attractive to investors and lenders needed to finance the Project; and
	2. the relative stability and predictability of the service charges will allow the owner to stabilize its operating budget, allowing a high level of maintenance to the building over the life of the Project, which will insure the likelihood of the success of the Project and insure that it will have a positive impact on the surrounding area; and
	WHEREAS, on the same date as introduction of this ordinance, the City has duly adopted a Resolution designating the Entity as the Redeveloper of the Project and authorizing the entry of a Redevelopment Agreement for the designated Redevelopment Area; and
	WHEREAS, the City and the Entity have reached agreement with respect to, among other things, the terms and conditions relating to the Annual Service Charges and desire to execute a Financial Agreement reflecting the same.
	a. 11% of the Annual Gross Revenue for years 1 through 6;
	b. the greater of 12% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 20% percent of the amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements that remain subject to the exemption for year 7;
	c. the greater of 13% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 40% percent of the amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements that remain subject to the exemption for year 8;
	d. the greater of 14% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 60% percent of the amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements that remain subject to the exemption for year 9;
	e. the greater of 15% of the Annual Gross Revenue or 80% percent of the amount of taxes otherwise due to the City on the value of the Improvements that remain subject to the exemption for year 10; and
	f. administrative fees equal to 2% of the prior year’s Annual Service Charge.
	3. All ordinances, or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.
	4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication pursuant to law.


