
    CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

SPECIAL HEARING ON STAIB PARK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019

    A  Special  Hearing  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Hackensack
regarding a dog park was held at City Hall, 65 Central Avenue, Hackensack,
New Jersey, on Tuesday, January 8, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Councilman
Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in  attendance.  Deputy
Mayor Sims was absent. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven
Kleinman were present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

City Manager’s Report:

The issue for those of us who took the journey and had these meetings
and gave input about the dog park, I promised a discussion to get input from
the public.  The Darmofalski firm has identified key areas of the park.  The
first  thing  we  looked  at  was  restrooms.   The  building  that  houses  the
restrooms had a termite problem and part of the building has been eaten
away.  The City needs to recognize the problems in the parks and work its
way through all of the parks.  We value our recreation and green space so we
are working at trying to get the best bang for our buck.  Staib Park seemed
to be a likely choice to put a dog park.  The bathroom facility is old and
needs to be updated to be user-friendly.  We also need some sort of canopy
or enclosure to keep people out of the weather.  We had to bring busses
there for the recreation program last year in case there was a thunderstorm.
There  was concern  for  the children’s  safety.   It  will  be a  place  to  shade
people if you have a picnic lunch and it starts to rain or it gets too hot.  The
other consideration was to create a dog park with a separation for small dogs
and large dogs.  It doesn’t make sense for us to design this whole thing and
then present it and you folks give other input.  So, we are going to get input
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from you and then we will put the plan together and then revisit it again.
The financial issues have been resolved, the project is essentially funded.  

Presentation  Staib  Park  Improvements/  Dog  Park:  Tom
Donohue, Darmolfalski Engineers:

We  were  tasked  with  putting  together  a  concept  plan  indicating
locations  of  where  a  dog  park  may  fit  along  with  other  Staib  Park
improvements such as improving the basketball court, remove the existing
restroom area and construct a new restroom and a pavilion structure.  We
have indicated a 50x70 foot fenced in area which would be split in half for
large and small  dogs.   The fence would be a 5-foot-high chain link fence
coated with black PVC.  We are indicating a new light pole to be installed
adjacent to the dog park area.  It is adjacent to the parking area and out of
the floodplain of the nearby steam.  We are also indicating a conceptual area
where the pavilion would be.  It is shown as a 24X40 foot wooden pavilion.
The existing building would be removed, the playground equipment would be
shifted over.  Please remember that this is just a conceptual phase.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 

Oscar De Torres Jr., Esq. -  Fairmount Avenue – Hackensack – Thank you for
providing the copies of the conceptual plans but they are hard to make out.  I
know it is in the conceptual phase but maybe a PowerPoint slide presentation
would give the public a better sense of the project.  I had a question about
the entrance to  the park,  will  it  be by the turn around? Are the parking
spaces going to be there? Would you be cutting into the wooded area? 

Mr. Donahue responded – There will be a gravel path from the parking lot to
the dog park.  The parking spaces adjacent to the ball field have no striping.
You would have to walk through the parking lot to the pathway.  There has to
be control as to where you would have access to the dog park.  The dog park
is shown to be within a wooded area.  We are only removing trees within that
area but there is still a buffer of woods.  

Joanne Sommervelt – Hackensack – The size of the dog park could be 2/3 for
the big and 1/3 for the small.  A lot of people with small dogs won’t even
bring  their  dogs.   The  big  ones  need  more  room to  run.   As  far  as  the
entrance, we are going to have people parking at the end of Davis to go into
the dog park and that  concerns  us.   That  is  going to  be  an issue.   The
neighbors won’t be happy about that.  Can you have the entrance from the
other side? Will the old ice skating area be open for parking? 

Mr.  Donahue responded –  We want  to  provide  an easy  means  of  access
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because it is about a five foot drop from where the parking lot is to where the
platform of the dog park is.  The entrance could be on the other side but that
is up to the Council to decide where they want the foot traffic to go.  We
thought this was the easiest way.  

City  Manager  responded –  The thought  was  initially  to  put  the  dog  park
where the old rink was but with flooding, we would have the gravel washing
into the stream.  We would have to elevate that location.  The City also uses
that area to dump snow.  Long term, space is a commodity, so we came up
with the idea of tucking the park back into the woods a little.  It will also
provide a sound barrier.  

Trisha Henry – Spring Valley Avenue – Hackensack – Did you look at any dog
parks  in  the  area  for  consideration?   I  take  my small  dog  to  Ridgewood
because it is very nice.  It is nothing fancy.  It is just a dog park.  There are
not even seats.  It is well attended.  I was excited that they built one at Van
Saun but there are no trees and no shade so the dogs and humans sweat.  I
see that you are removing trees.  Are you leaving any within the enclosure?
Why are you putting up such a big pavilion? Are you looking for it to make
money?  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded –  Yes,  we are leaving trees,  we
wanted to make sure that we have trees to provide shade for the dog park.
The pavilion is by the playground, not by the dog park.  We looked at how
many children are in the summer recreation program which would use the
pavilion.  

Barbara  Grazer  –  Hackensack  –  The woman raised  excellent  suggestions.
The way you learn is by everyone else’s mistakes.  It is imperative that you
look at the foundation.  A lot of places use gravel and that is not good for
running.  There is no traction and it puts tremendous strain on their joints.  It
raises dust, gets in their eyes and mouth.  Do your research.  There is a
company called K9 Grass by Forever Lawn.  It is expensive but will keep your
costs down for everything.  There is a park in Bloomfield with an excellent
reputation.  Ridgewood is also good.  You have to have shade so the animals
don’t  over  heat.   Also  water,  I  don’t  know  if  you  are  installing  a  water
fountain, also if you do you should install a hose in case you need to break
up a dog fight.  If you can, maybe some kind of agility equipment.  Some
people use big cement water pipes.  Wantage has an 8 acre dog park.  For
revenue, get people to advertise. There are so many pet services out there
that would do that.   

Dee Puntasecca – Willow Avenue – Hackensack – I am not getting where the
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dog park is going.  Are you cutting down trees? Is there no other park to
dump the snow? 

Mr. Donahue responded – The area is 50x70 in size and within the middle
area, we will remove some smaller trees and leave the larger ones.  There
will still be a tree buffer along Davis.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We can’t dump the snow by the river because of
the salt in the snow.  

Kasha Ferrone – Allen Street – Hackensack – I want to advocate to move the
park next to the big area by the parking lot.   We should wait  another 6
months,  get more money, do it  right and make it  bigger.  It  should be a
model dog park for all of Bergen County. I don’t agree with cutting down the
trees.   I  don’t  think that’s  the best solution.   I  don’t  like the snow being
stored there. I am advocating for equal areas for the large and small dogs.
Have the dog park even bigger so there is even more room for the big dogs.  

Andee Post – Clinton Place – Hackensack – I agree with what she said.  I want
to make a suggestion for shade.  If we had poles coming out of the fence, we
could get tarps that stretch over as well.  I would love to see a larger space.
Move it to that parking space where we put the snow.  The snow has salt and
it leaks into the stream.

Ed Matera – Coles Avenue – Hackensack – I have lived here for 35 years.  I
appreciate the park; the children use the park.  My concern is that this is
more than we anticipated.  We live across from the bathrooms which needed
to be repaired 25 years ago.  My concern is about the impact of the traffic.
We are a dead-end street so we are the only egress in and out.  We face an
awful  lot  of  problems  already.   Parking  is  going  to  be  ridiculous.   I  am
concerned about the impact of the traffic now.  We sometimes have up to 3
driving  schools  with  students  practicing  on  our  block.   I  think  some
consideration  needs  to  be  taken  for  the  residents  that  live  along  Coles
Avenue and Davis Avenue.  I see you are voting tonight on the community
garden in Johnson Park, we would love one.  Why don’t we have one in Staib
Park? Why isn’t the dog park in that facility? There is plenty of parking over
there.  

Oscar De Torres Jr., Esq. -  Fairmount Avenue – Hackensack – There was a dog
park committee a few years ago and we had done our due diligence and
research.  Have those materials been taken into consideration?  We took the
time, effort, and energy to put together a thoughtful plan for a dog park in
Staib Park.  

City Manager responded – Darmofalski was not retained in the early days for
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those meetings.  I have a complete file with all that input.  I wanted to get as
much input from the people first so we have to make less changes when the
plans come out.  We are going to take tonight’s feedback along with the
initial part and put this together for a conceptual design.  The community
garden is a new concept. We are going to try the community garden by the
greenhouse.  If that serves us well, we may expand the community gardens.
We will eventually get there but it takes time and money.    

Mark Herd – Coles Avenue – Hackensack – I have the same concerns as Ed.  It
is a small park and people are talking about all of Bergen County coming to
this park and there is not a lot of parking.  I don’t think those streets can
handle that kind of traffic.

Kasha Ferrone – Allen Street – Hackensack – Dogs are our family.  I  really
want this to happen at Stain Park.  I understand that the parking and traffic
may be of some concern but parks should be used by all the members of the
community and the dogs are part of our families.  Dogs should be allowed to
be released off the leash in a safe environment.  

Christina Bauer – Davis Avenue – Hackensack – I am 100% for the dog park
but I think there needs to be some consideration when planning it for the
parking.  I do not have a driveway and I rely on street parking.  We should be
able to come home and park in front of our house.  Maybe we can limit it to
Hackensack residents only.  Can we do a membership fee or some sort of
registration to make sure the dogs have their vaccinations?

City Manager responded – The funds that are being used to build the park
are Green Acres which is taxpayer money, it has to be open to all of the
public.  

City  Attorney  responded –  You  really  don’t  want  anything  to  lead  to  the
situation where citizens are asking if you are supposed to be here as that can
be problematic.  I have never heard of restrictions on a dog park.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We are looking for a neighborhood dog park,
one  of  the  first  of  several.   This  is  not  going  to  be  the  only  dog  park.
Secaucus has three.  We have zero and this is the first one.  People have
been asking for this.  We are looking for a neighborhood dog park that fits
the Fairmount section and we will then move on to the next one.  There will
be rules and regulations for the dogs but it will be hard to enforce that as
well.  We have looked at other parks.  Nothing is set in stone.  We will talk
more about parking and access.   I’d rather see expanded parking to get
people off of the streets.  Maywood doesn’t have a big park, they have very
few problems.  I don’t see a lot of people from out of town coming to this
park.  It is kind of out of the way.  We are not looking to bring in people from
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all over.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I think making the entrance of the dog
park conducive to parking in the parking lot is critical.  We need to take a
look at tweaking the location a little.  

Eric Jordan – Coles Avenue – Hackensack – I am at the end of Coles Avenue
where the parking lot is for the park right now.  I want to echo a lot of the
concerns  tonight.   Will  there  be  a  traffic  study  done  because  of  the
anticipated extra traffic that would be coming in for this  dog park?  Dog
parks  do  get  pretty  popular.   The  neighbors  also  brought  up  the  traffic
coming down Coles Avenue particularly with the driving schools which can
cause a fair amount of traffic.  We have seen this in the summer with the
recreation program there.  Everyone needs a safe place to learn to drive but
sometimes when you have three schools there it may cause a bit of a jam.  I
love the idea of  a dog park but  this  is  obviously  more than a dog park.
Maybe you can provide these plans in a PDF so we can look on our home
computers.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I don’t know the legality of the driving school
using the public park for their business? This has just been brought to our
attention tonight.  

City Attorney responded – They are using a public road and if they are not
interfering with traffic or creating a safety hazard, I  don’t know that they
can’t  do  it.   If  we  can  get  the  names  of  the  schools  and  some contact
information, we can reach out to them and express from concerns.  

No one else wished to speak.  

A motion to close to the public was offered by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.  

Motion to adjourn was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by
Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned at 5:33 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on February 26, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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