
CITY OF HACKENSACK
     MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, December 22, 2020. 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84898833633?
pwd=aG9tTGpLVHU0S0t3Q0NaWGJ5MDM2Zz09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 848 9883 3633 meeting password 079341
 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall.

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and recent regulations issued by
the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will be in effect for public
comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public  shall  have an opportunity  for  comment during the designated
public portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited
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to three minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council
more than once, except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for
an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public  comment,  the Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Council  will  recognize one speaker at a time.  That speaker
must identify himself or herself by full name and whether or not he or she
resides in Hackensack. No other member of the public is permitted to speak
unless recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may
be muted during that time if necessary, to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting attendees shall exhibit appropriate demeanor during this meeting,
as required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.   In the event any member of
the public becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by
the presiding officer and will  receive a warning that  continued disruption
may result in being prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting
entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function; however, this is to be
used only  for  the purpose of  advising the City’s  IT  staff of  any technical
concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into
the record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public
meeting of the City Council.  Comments can be submitted by regular mail or
by e-mail to  asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments received less than five
hours before the start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any
person who actually speaks during the public comment portion of a remote
public meeting may not also have a comment read into the record.  The City
Clerk  will  stop reading a  written  comment  into  the public  record  once it
reaches the three (3)  minute  limit.   Duplicate  written  comments  may be
summarized and noted for the record in a consistent manner.

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Lot  D –  RFEI  Process:   Brian  Nelson  –  I  am here  to  discuss  the
issuance  of  a  request  for  expressions  of  interest  regarding  the
redevelopment of Lot D and the surrounding properties.  In 2016 the City
adopted a redevelopment plan for this area for a parking structure on Lot D
and the redevelopment of adjacent properties along Main Street within Block
315.  Given the shape of the properties, you really need to look at it globally
in order to make a project work on that site.  Under the redevelopment law,
there is not a need to do a formal bid process to select a redeveloper but the
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city has decided to proceed in that way to seek proposals from prospective
qualified redevelopers to develop a mixed-use project including the provision
for public parking that would expand the number of spaces available in Lot
D.  We are looking to solicit not just development proposals but also financial
proposals  to  determine  which  would  be  the  best  from  the  planning
perspective and to meet the city’s long term financial objective of providing
sufficient public parking in the downtown.  It is important that it is right in
the middle of the downtown.  The request for expressions of interest would
require any proposal to include at least 200 public parking spaces in addition
to providing sufficient parking and conformance with the redevelopment plan
for any of the other mixed used developments that would be proposed on
the site.  The site is almost 4 acres and 20 total parcels of property.  Any
proposals submitted would have to meet the City’s objectives to identify the
most qualified redeveloper that can get a project done on this site. We would
suggest going out with this document with this request for these solicitations
for 90 or so days to give sufficient time for prospective redevelopers to put
together realistic submissions that cover all the bases and the economics.
The  draft  we  prepared  was  in  conjunction  with  Fran  from DMR and  our
financial  consultants  to  make sure  the financial  aspects  economics  work.
Hopefully we will get those submissions back in the spring so the city can
begin the evaluation process and formally select and negotiate terms with a
redeveloper for the project.  

Resolution  –  Bergen  County  Shared  Services  (Sewer
Cleaning/CCTV Inspection):   This agreement is a renewal that comes up
every two years for shared services with Bergen County who provides sewer
cleaning and CCTV inspection of water and sewer lines.  In 2015, there was
supposed  to  be  a  cost  increase  of  every  year  of  a  penny  but  it  wasn’t
calculated properly.  So, this year it jumped up to 55 cents from 53 cents but
it is actually accurate.  This is on an as-needed basis, we are not obligated to
use the County.  They do provide us with a decent rate.  

Johnson Park Dome Update – Suburban Engineering:  Erin Abline
– Suburban  has  obtained  various  DEP permits  for  the  site  for  an  overall
development of the site which is pretty board in nature to allow the City to
make improvements over the next few years as they see fit.  Some projects
included in the package are out as RFQ or going out as public bid.   For RFQ,
the  access  drives  off of  River  is  the  only  access  into  the  park  and  it  is
requiring improvements to reduce the slope and improve site distance.  That
is part of an RFQ out currently.  We are hoping to receive bids and make
recommendations tomorrow on that.   There is a public bid as well out at the
park  for  utility  improvements.   No  recreation  projects  yet.   The  utility
improvements include the repair of the sanitary sewer within the park site,
the  stormwater  at  the  site  required  for  future  improvements.   We  are
proposing to continue to design the sports recreation facilities at the site and
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implement the permitting plan as we see fit.  

Main  Street  Two-Way  Conversion  Update:  Erin  Abline  –  Main
Street is comprised of 5 contracts.  There are 2 sewer separation contracts
and 3 streetscape contracts and there is a non-city funded project going on
which is the Suez water main replacement project. During construction it was
evident the existing cast iron water main required replacement.  They are
out there replacing it now and it is about 50 percent complete.  Work will
continue throughout the winter. A majority of the impact will be on the west
part of Main Street and within intersections.  The intent is to allow a lane of
traffic at all times when safety allows. There is work that has to happen in
the spring by SUEZ as well.  The streetscape was split into three contracts
with the first being substantially complete.  This allowed for the conversion
from Main to Berry. From Ward to Berry, Main is now two way.  There are a
few punch list items left on this to complete in the winter and spring.  The
second project is Atlantic to Mercer.  This is about 30 percent complete.  This
is due to SUEZ being largely in this area and having an impact. This stretch is
still  one  way.  The  third  project  is  the  largest  of  the  streetscape  and
conversion from Mercer to Berry.  This work is closer to 40 percent complete.
There is a stretch from Salem to Camden that remains largely untouched.
This again is due to the area of focus by SUEZ. This is also still one way.  We
are one way from Atlantic to Berry and from Berry north we were able to
convert  to  two  way.   The  schedule  for  milling,  paving,  and  striping  was
impacted by the weather in the past few weeks. We need a full week above
freezing  and  we  haven’t  had  that.   We  will  maintain  the  current  traffic
pattern  until  the  paving  can  be  performed.  We  have  business  owner
meetings for those on Main Street every Wednesday and if any are on, we
encourage you to participate.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Phyllis Gordon – Hackensack – I am representing the Condo Coop Board.  In
our  last  meeting,  several  guests  expressed  concern  about  lighting  on
Prospect.  I  know LED lights were put in but they are actually duller than
needed.  There is a safety concern.  There were several incidents that our
members bought up.  What is the status of PSEG improving the lighting to
make it brighter? 

City Manager responded – I know our Project Manager Ryan was working with
PSEG on these improvements and they were directing their  efforts to the
areas with the oldest lights.  I will follow up with Ryan and report back.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I have to agree.  These new LED lights are so
much dimmer.  
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Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Every intersection should have been
completed by now and there is no excuse so we need to put some more
pressure on them.

Peter  Marchesani  –  Hackensack  –  From  what  I  understand  there  is  no
developer for Lot D? It was my understanding there was but I guess it is in
the early stages of going out for a developer RFQ and such.  Johnson Park,
nothing  yet  on  any  of  the  park  facilities  other  than  infrastructure  which
needs to be done?  Is the pistol range going to be in the overall design?  The
third thing is also Johnson Park, have we acquired the adjacent Sears parking
lot for the park as well?  The last element has to do with Main Street, I am
impressed with what it going on but I am confused because there was paving
going on and moving along, now it seems to me, why rush it? The spring
would be fine. There is more work being done there... why are we paving,
tearing up and then having to pave it again? The sewer separation is going
to plan, I guess. I can’t imagine SUEZ would put in portions of cast iron water
main in some sections and not others? Or will they come around and rip it up
again in the fall?  Are we satisfied that our ducks are all in a row here?  Will
this all be done before we get into the milling and paving?  Merry Christmas
and thank you for all that you have done this year.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We had a designated developer for
Lot D but they kept delaying and it has been years with no progress.  They
are no longer the designated developer.  This specific type of solicitation will
be to people we know that have a good track record.  Our redevelopment
attorney explained this is just a different type of process that we have never
used before.  As far as the Main Street issue, SUEZ is replacing the line from
Atlantic to Camden.  That has been something we pressed them for.  I think
there was 5 main breaks and they finally decided to replace it.  We did not
plan to pave until that was done.  We would pave right up until there which
was our plan but snow came earlier and we decided to wait until the spring.
We do not want to be ripping things up twice.

City  Manager  responded  –  The  pistol  range  will  be  included  in  the  total
redesign of the park.  The cleanup was done and all the contamination has
been removed.   The issue of  the Sears  lot,  the legal  team is  pursing all
options there.  

Father Brian Laffler – Hackensack – I am calling to speak of the events that
happened in front of St. Anthony’s Church on December 12 about 5:30 in the
evening.  I just finished the first mass and there was a crowd outside.  I had
no idea they were there.  They were not there when I started mass.  They
were abusive.  They were filled with hate speech. If you have seen the video,
you know what the experience was.  I  think we have crossed into a new
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situation. A friend of mine Father Richard Hugh wrote after the attacks on
September  11th that  Americans  did  not  really  have  their  heads  wrapped
around the concept that there were people out there somewhere that hated
us  and  wanted  to  do  us  harm  until  the  attacks  on  September  11th.
Condoleezza Rice when she was the Secretary of State said the difference
between the first attack on the World Trade Center and the second was that
the first was treated as a law enforcement issue and the second was treated
as an act of  war.  These people that have come into our city and caused
havoc for  weeks now hate us.   They hate our  city,  our  police  force,  our
churches, our families, and our religious liberties.  In 30 years, people of St.
Anthony’s have never been afraid to enter or leave the church for mass.  St
Francis  Church  down  the  block  went  into  lockdown  as  instructed  by  the
police department.  When they finished their 5:30 mass, people had to stay
in their building until the coast was clear.  Families on Lodi Street were afraid
to leave their homes that night.  They are still  afraid something else may
erupt.  This past Saturday the police stopped and interrogated someone.  It
was someone who was taking video footage of St Anthony’s and St. Francis
about 4PM on Sunday.  When asked what he was doing here, he was from
New York and had Massachusetts plates on his car. He told the police he was
making a documentary.  Our civil liberties, freedom of religion, constitutional
rights,  and  freedom  of  assembly  were  violated.   These  anonymous
individuals can come into our city from out of state and abuse us, cause fear,
cause terror,  cause interruption without any repercussions in the name of
their civil liberties.  This does not feel like America right now.  Is this the new
normal for our city? In 2005, the neighborhood block watch was organized to
deal with drugs being sold in the neighborhood and young people getting
into trouble with Police after dark. In 2005 that April, the Youth Division had
over 100 cases open.  That is the number of cases they usually have in the
summer when there is no school.  What is the way forward? My family has
never  felt  unsafe  to  live  in  the  rectory  before.   Now,  my  children  and
grandchildren are afraid to visit  us in fear of  something going to happen
outside. I endured abuse for two minutes.  Our Police have endured hours of
the  same  type  of  vulgarity,  abuse,  and  inappropriate  behavior  by
demonstrators.  I know that you are aware and I appreciate your support.
Our Police Department is excellent and is professional. I am worried about
the entire situation.  Thank you.

Martin Smith – Hackensack – I would like to start by thanking the Council for
the card I received.  It is very nice to get that.  I would like to thank the
Council  for  providing  the  Veteran’s  Day  service  on  the  City  Green.  The
veterans of Hackensack appreciate those efforts.  I want to revisit two items I
bought  to your attention  some time ago.   The first  is  the intersection of
Central  and  Second  Street  by  the  Mt.  Olive  Church.   There  are  two
designated crosswalks on Central Avenue and two traffic stations.  Then we
go up to Summit Ave and Gold Place where the synagogue is located and
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there is one designated crosswalk on Summit avenue and no traffic safety
stations.  The City Manager said he would check on that and I am wondering
if he has. 

City Manager responded – I had a response back from the Traffic Bureau but
I will get an answer and call you.  

Mr. Smith responded – Those intersections happen to be county roads.  I am
wondering why there is a discrepancy.  I also want to bring to your attention
the  intersection  of  Prospect  and  Passaic  for  northbound  traffic  which  I
previously  bought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council.   On  the  north  side  of
Passaic, there is a merge point and when I did a ride-along with Lt. Natale in
November of 2019, I bought to his attention the fact this merge point and
suggested we make the inside lane of Prospect Avenue a designated left turn
lane  leaving  the  right  lane as  straight  through  or  right  turn  lane.   I  am
wondering if the Council is considering this. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I drive home that way from work every day. It is
confusing because cars are side by side and both trying to race to get across
Passaic on Prospect.  I think some parking may need to be moved back on
that corner apartment building to allow cars to merge into the right lane and
to go straight or left.  Passaic Street is a county road. There would have to be
some involvement from the County.   I  don’t  know if  they would have to
change the signal there.  I would have to defer to traffic.    

Marilyn Williams Santiago (via email) - I am concerned how dull the lighting
is on Prospect and Summit Avenues, the overall darkness in the Fairmount
Section. Residences would appreciate your attention to this matter. Thank
you

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.
Meeting adjourned at 6:53 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on January 26, 2021.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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