
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, December 3, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:09 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino,  Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  and  Attorney  Steven  Kleinman  were  present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.   

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Veteran Friendly Municipality Program:  Lieutenant Colonel Peter
Lupo, Vice President of N.J. Veteran’s Chamber of Commerce – We specialize
in trying to level the playing field for NJ veterans.  People who are in the
reserves and have their  own businesses find themselves going away and
when  they  come  back,  the  world  goes  on  and  people  start  using  other
companies so by the time the veteran comes back after being deployed the
business  is  completely  gone.   We  try  to  alleviate  some  of  these
disadvantages and pitch NJ veteran friendly municipalities.  We ask for three
things.  One is three reserved parking signs for veterans, secondly a 5% goal
of hiring veterans, and the third thing we ask is a 6% set aside permitted
under the NJ public contracts law for veteran owned businesses.   This is all
at no cost to the municipality and would all benefit our veterans.  

  
Mayor Labrosse responded – I  think we can put a good faith effort in our
contracts and in our workforce.  I have no issue with this.  

Jim Mangin CFO responded – We already do it for women owned business
and minority  owned business  so  it  would  not  be  a  heavy life  to  include
veterans.  That would not be a problem.  
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Presentation:  Coles  Brook  Serenity  Garden  –  Environmental

Commission:  Gary Terzano, Chairman of Environmental Commission – We
are going to make a presentation tonight on some ideas we have for Staib
Park.  Back in the summer there were plans to build a dog park in Staib Park
and there were residents that were not  happy with that so it  did not  go
forward.  The City had a public meeting in the park organized by the City
Manager and a lot of the residents voiced their opinions.  That took place on
the paved area that has been there for quite a few years on the western end
of the park which used to be an ice-skating rink.  The rink went away and
recently in the last 10 years it has been used to store snow.  We formed a
sub  committee  chaired  by  Pedra  Del  Vecchio  and  a  few  residents
volunteered to come up with some ideas. 

Pedra Del Vecchio presented a slide show of some possible ideas of forming
a serenity park in Staib Park.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.

Gary Terzano – I am going to pass out some information about a machine
that melts the snow.  It melts 30 tons of ice per hour.  That is a lot of water
going down the drain.  This will eliminate a lot of the time it takes to clear
Main Street.   I think there would be a lot of cost savings in the long run.  We
could rent this out or partner with another community or the schools.  I am
sure DPW investigated this already.  

Roz Altman – Hackensack – I just joined the commission about a year ago
and I was part of the community garden and I love the enthusiasm and the
commitment to keep green space in Hackensack.  Staib Park is a beautiful
park that I didn’t even know existed and it is so important to preserve this
place because there is a lot of construction going on and we have to keep
our  eye on  parks  and nature  where  people  can go  to  relax.  I  hope  you
continue to envision this.  Thank you.  

Annette Jankowski – Hackensack – I am here representing the Condo Board
to say that we are in favor of  this  concept at Staib Park.   It  would be a
wellness issue and I think it would be welcomed by the community.  One of
the agenda items for 289 Prospect Avenue, the Condo Board would be very
supportive of a park on that property.  I think it would be a welcome addition.

Joe Sommers – Hackensack – This was once a forest canopy of the great
eastern rainforest until a few hundred years ago.  I am privileged to be part
of  the committee and hopefully  we will  have a beautiful  community park
which was not up to par before.  Thank you.     
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Eric Martindale – Maywood – I am supportive of this project.  I suggested to
Pedra to make a small wetland area along the stream but after seeing the
presentation, I think a small pond would add to the visual appeal of it.  The
floodwaters  could  actually  go  there  and  reduce the  volume downstream.
Another idea, in terms of disposing of the asphalt, maybe dig it up and make
a mound of it, cover it with dirt and then you don’t have to pay to get rid of it
and then it will add to the diversity of the terrain.  Just throwing the idea out
there as a possibility.  Thank you.

Kathleen Savlo – Hackensack – That was an excellent presentation and that
melter thing sounds really good.  The preservation of the land would be nice.
Eric’s idea is good with the rock garden or asphalt garden or use it  as a
barrier to stop the water from coming.  I don’t want to be negative but we
have to be careful of vandalism and safety in all of our parks.  All our parks
are visual so when a police officer passes, they can see everything that is
going on.   Safety is  our  utmost concern.   Columbus Park  they climb the
gazebo and  the  statue.   In  Carver  Park  the  water  fountain  gets  broken.
People  just  destroy things.   Don’t  get  too fussy because you will  have a
beautiful garden and they will trample on it.  It has to be done with the way it
could be abused.  It is an excellent idea though.  

Mike Allegretta – Hackensack – With the construction going on in the city,
finally things are happening, and the Mayor and Council have a lot to do with
that, the serenity park makes a lot of sense.  Each year, once they stopped
icing  the  rink,  the  City  started  using  the  lot  for  snow  but  it  is  never
maintained.  There is snow there until April with garbage and debris.  People
walk that park once the spring comes around.  It is a great area and we are
lucky to have that.  It will make Hackensack that much better.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Thank you to the Environmental
Commission for presenting and coming out tonight.  I think it is a wonderful
idea and this Council has shown a lot of support for all the environmental
initiatives like the community garden and greenhouse and I think this would
be a great thing.  There are logistics that need to be addressed before we
can move forward.  God forbid there is something under the asphalt and we
need to remediate.  We need to plan accordingly and make sure there is
enough parking spaces.  One of the goals is to increase the usage of the
park.  The pictures are beautiful and I think it is a great idea.  We don’t have
anything like this in Hackensack.  We need to look at how overgrown those
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trees will  get to prevent security issues.  I  would not be on board for the
snow in the grass area because when baseball starts there is still  melting
snow and that would be an issue for the field and the spectators.  Thank you
for your hard work.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  Thank  you  to  the  environmental
committee for coming up with a plan.  We appreciate that.  It is a wonderful
idea.  I agree with Mr. Allegretta where sometimes it is an eye sore and it
shouldn’t be.  It is good to have feedback from the community. The most
important issue here is where to put the snow.  It is a problem throughout
the city and is something we have to address before we move forward with
this plan.  The snow melter is something we can look into.  Let’s think of
what  makes  the  most  sense  for  managing  the  snow.   As  far  as  the
Environmental Committee goes, I am going to give a debrief about the FAA if
you  want  to  stay  for  that.   I  would  love  to  have  support  from  the
environmental committee because this is a huge issue on the quality of life.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – I think it is a great idea but I want to do
some of my own homework.  Thank you

Councilman Battaglia responded – It is a good idea.  I like the idea of a snow
melter.  Let’s continue to work together and I think we can accomplish this.

Mayor Labrosse responded – Pedra did a great job.  I love the ambition.  You
jump from one project to another.  That is how things get done.  I am in but
there are some logistics that have to be figured out, the snow, the fields,
remediation.  We would have to have the soil tested.  It is our turn. The City
Manager already has gears turning about the snow.  All our storm sewers go
directly into the river so no matter where the snow melts, it goes into the
river.  It makes no sense that we can’t store it at Foschini but we can store it
somewhere else and it  ends up in the river.   That machine will  melt  the
snow, and it  will  end up in  the river.   I  don’t  understand the whole DEP
process.  We are going to reach out to the DEP for some ideas and what their
recommendations are.    We will keep in touch and start moving forward.  We
appreciate the presentation; it will be a great addition to the park.  I agree
that once the snow melts you find some crazy things over there.  

FAA Update:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino - Teterboro has a committee
called  the  TANAAC  committee  which  is  the  Teterboro  Airport  noise
abatement committee.  They look at the impact that the noise of aircraft
impacts the quality of life and we have been fighting this more than 10 years
to  get  the  flight  path  moved  from  right  over  Hackensack  and  Prospect
Avenue and the medical center.   We are working on getting the flight path
moved to follow Route 17, which is just a short move west but it will take it
from much of the Hackensack area.   Congratulations Hackensack!  I  have
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been asking when you see a low-flying plane or hear a noise, please call and
log  that  complaint.   That  is  the  one  thing  they  look  at,  the  number  of
complaints  and  people  that  complain.   My  goal  was  always  to  beat
Rutherford who had 300 something complaints.  We finally beat them! They
had 358 calls logged and we had 365.  The most important thing is our 365
complaints they were by over 200 people.  I have asked for support and you
guys came out and made those calls.  Keep making the calls because that is
what will get action for us.  The airport considers an event any flyover.  The
airport averages these out.  I wanted to see the real number and see how
many  flights  are  flying  over  us  at  a  higher  decibel.   Anything  over  65
decibels  should  not  be  happening  to  an  extended  period  of  time.   In
Hackensack,  there  were  16,828  events  since  January  that  had  decibels
between 79 and 82.  We are by far the most impacted by the air traffic.  This
flight path was supposed to be released in 2019 but the new date is March
2020.  The FAA gave us a debrief.  Now they have to have a 30-day public
review period and on January 8, 2020 they will have a public workshop for
people  to  voice  their  concerns.   I  am optimistic  that  this  will  happen in
March.  This will be an alternate flight path for pilots to use.  It can not be
used in bad weather but we will  take any relief we can get.  Thank you,
residents, for making those calls.    

NJDOT Route 80 Project:   The State DOT is  going to repave and
resolve  some  issues  as  far  as  drainage  on  Route  80.   The  City  is  not
obligated to pay for certain costs that the city may incur as a result of this
project.  They are going to come in essentially to fix their problems and this
is a supporting resolution for this project.

City Attorney responded – I have been in contact with DOT on this.  Because
they are repaving part of Route 80, it may require them to move manholes,
etc.  We don’t pay for any of that.  With this agreement, because it is our
infrastructure,  we will  have to  have our  engineers  work  with  DOT and it
would not be appropriate for the taxpayers of Hackensack to pay for those
costs so this agreement will allow us to be reimbursed by the State. They will
do all of the construction but since they are getting federal funding, there
are all sorts of agreements we have to enter into.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino responded –  I  don’t  know if  that  area is  sewer
separated but we want to make sure while they are doing this everything is
clearly delineated if there is anything they can do to help in that area, that
would be wonderful.  We talk about the nightmare of Polifly Road and Route
80 and the traffic and we looked into it, NJ DOT has to do it, maybe they can
re-visit this to fix that configuration.  

OPRA Act:   We have a supporting resolution to hopefully pass.  The
law has spiraled out of control due to the volume and nature of requests at
12.03.19   5



the cost of the taxpayers.  The City already had to hire part time help to
handle over 1,000 OPRA requests this year.  This whole thing has turned into
a business for certain law firms and attorneys.  We waste all this time looking
documents up or making copies.  With the support of the Council, I would ask
the City Attorney prepare a similar resolution supporting this as well.  

City Attorney responded – First of all, in terms of legal time, my office spends
a good portion of the time dealing with more complex OPRA requests.  It is
definitely an issue.  I would remind this Council that we did pass a resolution
expressing  concern  because  of  on-going  legislation  to  make  OPRA  more
unfriendly to municipal government because of the impact it is having on
municipalities.  We are in a lame duck session in the legislature where all
sorts of things can get passed.  This resolution arises from that where a lot of
municipalities are reminding the legislature let’s not do this in a one-sided
way.  Access to public records is important and we all support that but let’s
not  go  to  the  point  where  it  is  completely  unwieldy  and  untenable  for
municipalities.   The Clerk and I  speak about OPRA requests every day.  I
think it happened in Teaneck where someone was filing 500 plus OPRAs, one
person, and they went to court and the court said there is nothing you can
do about it.  There needs to be a balance to public access and the impact on
the municipality.  The legislature carved itself out of OPRA.  They are not
required  to  provide  their  records  in  any  way.   There  are  also  issues  of
unfunded mandate, the cost is tremendous.  The legislate will not provide
the same rules to itself as it mandates on us.    

Public  Schools  Closing  for  Elections:   We  have  a  supporting
resolution  for  Senate  Bill  S3846  and  A5716  which  would  require  public
schools to be closed on Primary and General Election Day.   Schools are a
primary location for polling places on election day.  We have security issues
for the students, the schools, who is here, the disruption.  I think this would
eliminate all of that and make the electoral process streamlined.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I think this is a great idea with all the craziness
that goes on right now with politics and elections.  I don’t think it is a good
mix.

Increase in Poll Worker Pay:  This is another bill from Assemblyman
Rooney A5726 which would increase the wages of poll workers from $200 to
$300 where $225 would be paid out by the State and $75 would be paid by
the county.  

1033 Program:  This is an annual document which allows our Police
Department  to  take  advantage  of  excess  equipment  from  the  D.O.D.
supplies.   Basically,  military  equipment  which  is  no  longer  useful  to  the
military which works for municipal law enforcement and government.  It is of
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great value to the City.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

John Evans – Hackensack – On November 4, the Metropolitan YMCA of the
Oranges announced that the Main Street  building will  be sold and closed
within 24 months.  They requested the Council’s assistance on preventing
the closure which means a loss of jobs and is vital for the quality of life for
the residents.  The Y’s closure will  affect 2,000 members and 19 full time
employees, 70 part-time employees and countless others.  The economics of
the sale are compelling; the monetization of a valuable asset, land, situated
in prime real  estate in an area undergoing significant development.   The
announcement stated that  short  term maintenance and long-term capital
improvements were too cost prohibitive.   This rationale has been greeted
with skepticism by members and employees such as James Boyle who is
here with me.  The YMCA had made a difficult decision to move operations
into satellite facilities once the building is sold.  There are limited options
available to members and the disruption of employee lives.   The nearest
YMCA is located in Ridgewood and Secaucus.  The only comparable facility
which is rather pricey is the HUMC Fitness and Wellness Center. I hope the
Council’s  keen  sense  of  fair  play  is  attuned  to  the  implication  of  this
alternative  site,  namely  a  reduction  in  competition  for  the  HUMC Fitness
Center when the Y closes.   The optics are not good if  a member has no
practical  alternative  to  keep up a  fitness  regimen but  to  pay the  higher
HUMC center fees.  The sale will  abandon and strand those of you in our
community for whom the monthly membership fee provides a warm and safe
place but who have no means of transport.  I acknowledge the attractiveness
to  the  city  and  taxpayers  to  convert  an  exempt  to  a  ratable  property,
however  this  much be balanced by the Council’s  off sated quality  of  life
mission and efforts as well as the favorable tax treatment granted because
of the benefits.  I am asking the Council to use its power and influence to
help with alternatives that would prevent the outright sale for example help
with a sale and leaseback to provide needed capital financing or condition
the sale in such a way that a comparable facility will be built to service the
greater Hackensack area before the existing building is closed.  Help save
our Y.

James Boyle – Hackensack – I  have been living in Hackensack for  almost
seven  years  now.   There  is  a  bright  light  shining  in  Hackensack.   It  is
beautiful.  We were recently told that the building is going to be sold.  The
YMCA is such a wonderful place.  We have very rich people that come there
because it gives them an opportunity to share with those who don’t have
something.  You have people that don’t have much, the homeless people,
they come to the Y.  The land was donated to the Y, to an institution that is
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non-profit,  which  means  the  very  existence  is  to  serve  the  people  of
Hackensack and the greater Bergen people.   This  would disrupt so many
people on so many levels.  I believe in this City.  I came here.  I feel like I
belong here.  Let’s sort this out.  As a resident, I have a good feeling.  

Randy Glover – Hackensack – I  am the creator and producer of the Main
Street Live concert series which was hijacked and now called the Sounds of
Summer by the City.  It is confusing to me how hundreds of thousands of
dollars can be appropriated for redevelopment and close to a million dollars
has been spend on the no bid contract for the concerts on the green and
again, I am possibly the only minority vendor that has been doing something
with the city.  Hopefully you can spare Hackensack another lawsuit although
Counsel feels he will  prevail, I believe I will  prevail.    Deputy Mayor Sims,
since you have been identified by others as the voice and representative for
the minority community, what are you doing concerning this issue?  Also are
you  meeting  with  others  in  the  black,  brown,  and  community  at  large
concerning this issue and other issues? One thing about the FOIA requests, I
am not sure but if  it  takes an attorney to request themselves,  subpoena
public documents, I don’t think that is fair.  They are saying they want to
limit access to FOIA requests.

City Attorney responded – Any OPRA requests we receive, and we receive
thousands, we respond successfully to thousands of OPRA requests, I don’t
think anyone has found in the three years I have been here that we haven’t
complied. If you submit a valid OPRA request, regardless of if you submitted
a lawsuit again the city, it will be responded to properly in accordance with
the law.  You are welcome to do so.  Not every OPRA request is invalid, if it is
invalid, we will tell you why and give you the opportunity to resubmit it.    I
can’t recall what OPRA requests you may have sent.  

Rick Wilby – I heard somebody say that Hackensack is diverse and inclusive
with the demographics of 65% black and brown.  What is the current number
of capital investments thus far by the developers in Hackensack? How many
developers are building in Hackensack currently?  How many subcontractors
are being used in Hackensack? What are the criteria to build in Hackensack?
Are  there  any  minority  builders  in  Hackensack?  Are  there  any  minority
subcontractors? Are there any minority workers on the sites in Hackensack?
If so, how many? What is the percentage of minority workers?  How much in
PILOTs has Hackensack given to developers? Coming from Englewood and
seeing what is going on in Teaneck into Hackensack, I don’t understand why
we have to give PILOTs to wealthy developers to give them valuable real
estate  at  the  expense  of  taxpayers.   Do  you  plan  on  giving  developers
PILOTs?  If so, why?  What are the residents receiving in return for all of the
PILOTs given?  The gentleman now just spoke about the YMCA and the fact
that you want to sell the property.  Englewood is looking for a community
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center.   What  kind  of  concessions  are  the  multi-million-dollar  developers
coming in with billions of dollars in property being developed?  They gave all
these accolades to Kathleen for being the fort and you said Hackensack is
diverse and inclusive but I have seen something very funny in these towns
and I see these claims and I see the people of color being pushed out and
gentrification is the new Jim Crow because you can not afford to live in these
towns anymore.  The price to rent is astronomical.  One third of your salary
goes to rent, people can’t afford the rent.  Is Hackensack inclusive to low
income people?  I am not talking about set-asides or affordable housing.  A
studio starts at $2,500.  That is not affordable.  I would like answers.  I have
been watching from afar.  I noticed the probation site is being knocked down
today.  I have been to freeholder meetings; they talk about how they love
the veterans but they are getting nothing. No one is getting anything besides
these wealthy developers.  Please answer my questions.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – The developers are business people.  The City
of Hackensack has been at a decline for over 40 years.  No one comes to
Hackensack,  no  one  wanted  to  come  to  Hackensack.   It  was  the  next
Paterson, the next urban disaster.  What big businesses did you see?  I am
going to use the Oritani Field Club. It was paying $56,000 a year in taxes.
Where have the developers been for the past 40 years without PILOTs?  Why
wont they come?  They wouldn’t come to Hackensack.  The State put the
PILOT program in to give developers incentive which they are not going to
get paying traditional taxes in a City like Hackensack.  There won’t be any
need for PILOTs someday.  We have two opportunity zones in Hackensack;
one by Newman and Lodi and the other by Zabriskie Street.  The first day
that building gets a certificate of occupancy, it pays $700,000 a year.  You
say we are not helping people but by 2024 we will be brining $10-$12 million
dollars in revenue into the city that did not exist before and that money will
go to rebuild the city and to off-set taxes.  In 5 to 30 years when they are
paid off, they go on traditional taxes.  These are not meant to be affordable
housing units, they go into an affordable housing trust fund which we are
working with.  If you have any idea how hard it is to build affordable housing
in  NJ,  it  is  insane.   There  is  supposed  to  be  affordable  housing  in  the
probation site.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  When  this  Council  looks  at  new
development coming into the downtown and whether we consider it for a
PILOT we ask three questions.  Does it meet the vision of the city?  One of
the visions we have how are we going to make it inclusive and diverse and
make everyone afford to live here?  That is to keep taxes at bay, whether
you are a homeowner or a renter.  If you are a renter, your rent will go up if
the owner’s taxes go up.  This solves the problem for everyone.  The way to
do that is to take a piece of property where no one was living and that was
barely paying taxes.  If we get revenue from our downtown, it will benefit
12.03.19   9



everyone.  This year the municipal tax had a zero percent increase and if we
stay on track it will be that way for the next four years.  We are giving our
residents a break from what was going on for the past 30 years.  We are
addressing everyone in the city.  Second, we ask if it maintains the integrity
of our neighborhoods.   We are not plopping these in the middle of areas
where they don’t belong.  We are not affecting residential communities; they
are primarily in the downtown and by the train stations.  We have met with
numerous organizations to jump start a good affordable housing project.  It is
not easy.  There are only a select few developers who are willing to engage
in that conversation.  It will be a huge process where developers have to go
through all kinds of hoops where they have to obtain federal and state tax
credits.   We are collecting money to put into an affordable trust fund to
supplement  that.     We  are  currently  engaged  with  three  different
organizations right now.  We can not disclose that information yet because it
is not public information because you cannot affect a competitive business if
the information is public.  Once it hits the Planning Board, we can share as
much information as we can.  It is to benefit everyone.  

Kathleen Salvo –  Hackensack –  The YMCA has been a  landmark here for
years.  It addresses people of all ages, programs at the school.  You can’t
bring all these people into Hackensack.  TO have a facility and a pool that is
open every day of the year.  Family memberships, I was so impressed by
their presentation when they came and you ignored them.  This should be
part of your vision.  They asked for part of Johnson Park and you said no.
That is where they should be.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – They want a piece of property that we don’t
even own.  It is not for sale.  They want to put it in the parking lot that Sears
owns.  They want us to buy the lot and give it to them.  It is not currently for
sale.  

Ms. Salvo responded – Find them a place, don’t let them leave.  You work
with all these developers that you don’t know from atom.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – They want us to give them a piece of
property for free.  They are going to sell their land and make a profit.  There
has to be a plan that has a benefit financially as well to the city.  The new
property would no longer be taxable so it would be a wash.  

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – I have come to the conclusion that there is
no such thing as a non-profit.  The Y, if they had an interest and a money,
could  take  this  building  modify  it.   I  agree,  they  are  looking  for  an
opportunity now because of the work you have done with redevelopment in
the  downtown,  this  is  a  land  grab.   They  can  turn  it  over  and  make  a
tremendous profit on and hold the city hostage by saying the city is anti-Y.
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They do so many great things but they can do them in Bogota or South
Hackensack or anywhere within a driving distance and it doesn’t have to be
here.  I am glad you are listening and negotiating but I am glad you didn’t
just  roll  over and say they can’t leave.  Thank you to the Environmental
Commission for a great job.      

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  – Worker’s  Compensation  –

Lorenzo Lett
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
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5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract
negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.   Meeting adjourned at
8:23 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on December 17, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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