
                                      CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, October 29, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino,  Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance.  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  and  Attorney  Steven  Kleinman
were present.  Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
Recycling Postcard Mailing / Newsletter Option: The City will be

putting together a recycling calendar with street location for our rubbish and
recycling to include also the twice a week pick up.  We will move forward but
the plan is to essentially come up with a tear out that can be put on your
refrigerator which will identify the street and zone you live on and when you
will get the pickups.  There will be some changes along the way.  This should
be a good product.  Myself and some of the staff will be attending the League
of  Municipalities  which  provides  training,  equipment,  education  for
municipalities and while in attendance the city will be researching what they
refer to as leaf vac truck inserts or leaf vac trailers.  Depending on the size,
we will get one that will mount to the back of a truck for some of our narrow
streets  and  then we will  have a  trailer  that  will  take  care  of  the  bigger
roadways.  This would then reduce the cause and effect of bagging leaves.
We will take them and then compost them which would return them back to
mother nature.  I will spend my time looking at leaf vac vacuum cleaners to
assist the city.  

Veteran Friendly Municipality:   This  person,  Peter  Lupo,  did  not
have the  ability  to  come tonight  but  he  sent  information  on  the  criteria
veteran friendly municipality.  These include proactive notification of veteran
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owner business, good faith as far as allowing veterans as contractors, to give
them the ability to work and prosper.  We can invite this gentleman to come
back and hopefully outline the whole program.  I think it is a great value to
the community and a great value to those who have served.  

Resolution – Interlocal  Agreement with Paramus – Fire Dept.
Fleet:   This is a renewal.  We have done this in the past.  I would suggest
utilizing it again for 2020.  We have used Paramus for repairs and we just
pay for the parts and labor.  This would assist with our fire truck fleet repairs.

2020 Proposed Parking Meter / Monthly Fee Increases:  We are
always updating how we provide service and parking and how we can update
it.  We want to have parking for our downtown and for people to come into
town and see the city and shop and come to the community events.   January
1, 2020 street meters are proposed to be increased from their present rate
to $1.00 per hour.  Lot L will go to $.75 an hour, Lot 5 will go to $1 per hour.
HUMC metered parking will go to $1.25 an hour.  Monthly permits will go to
$100 a month for  surface lots  and $110 for  Atlantic  Street Garage.  The
reserved resident spaces at HUMC garage will go to $50.  It has already been
expressed that all the HUMC employees have designated parking whether
they choose to use it is another issue.  The increase for most parking is only
$.25 an hour.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – We removed the parking for residents on
Prospect Avenue and allowed them to park at HUMC in the particular spaces
and now you want them to be increased from $25 to $50.   Now we are
forcing them to pay.

Mayor Labrosse responded – That is a big difference.  We took their free
parking away. It is a lot.  Let’s try to increment that.  

City Manager responded – We will review that.  This revenue is going to be
utilized for improvements to parking and parking lots.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Is there a ten-dollar difference parking
in a surface parking lot versus in a garage?  There are huge advantages in
parking  in  a  garage.   I  would  look  at  other  towns  and  see  what  their
differential is.  

City Parks “Protecting the Field” Signage:  The City was able to
purchase and replace the turf field at Johnson Park.  Cleats will not work on
the field; it will tear it up.  To protect and make sure we are going to have
good use of the field, and for the safety of the players and guests, we are
going to get signs that specify the requirements.  We needed to put some
teeth in the ordinance so if we have a problem, we have an enforcement
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component.  

Upper  Main  Business  Alliance Gala  –  Plaque Request  –  Jerry
Somes:  Mr. Somes was a pedestrian fatally killed five years ago prior to my
service.   The  Main  Street  Alliance  at  their  upcoming  gala  would  like  to
announce this plaque.  Where it will be located has not been determined.  I
have heard nothing but good things about him and all  he had done as a
resident and as a person.  

Bike  Lanes:   We  have  a  letter  from Maywood  who  would  like  to
extend the Maywood bike lanes through the City of Hackensack.  They would
like to see them extended from Main Street in Hackensack all the way up to
Fairview Avenue which would be the entire length of Spring Valley Road into
Maywood.   

Mayor Labrosse responded – I would have traffic look at it to.  I think there is
a minimum of 6 feet in order to do this. I am not against it.

Councilman Battaglia responded – I am against it.  You have parking on both
sides of the street and you have busses, it won’t be safe for the bikes.  

Ordinance – Ban of Single Use Plastic Bags:  My personal opinion
is this is  going to be considered by many municipalities.   I  don’t  know if
Hackensack is the primary one to jump ahead with this. It would take some
legwork.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We should reach out to the grocery stores in
town and tell them our intentions and see what they think.  They can use the
reusable shopping bags, which I use, or just use paper bags.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I  would  include all  the businesses.
Some of the smaller business owners this may be hard for.  They should just
be part of the conversation.  

Update  –  USTA  Grant  Opportunity:   Deputy  Mayor  Sims
commented on this at the last meeting and we checked to see if the grant
would be applicable in our favor and it is not at this time because funding for
these  awards  will  not  be  available  until  December  at  which  point
construction is probably not feasible which would force this into 2020. The
$10,000 grant  only  supports  two court  minimum in order to qualify.   My
thought was to look at this for Columbus Park for 2020.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.
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Loreli Koran Kaminsky – Hackensack – I would like to speak about the ban on
single use plastic bags.  The Environmental Commission is now part of ANJAC
which  is  the  association  for  NJ  Environmental  Commissions.   They  are
promoting that most towns look at enforcing this.  The State and Governor
Murphy  did  not  pass  the  state  wide  ban  because  he  felt  that  each
municipality  is  unique  and  each  have  different  needs.   They  did  have  a
model  ordinance  which  I  compared  to  Glen  Rock  and  Hoboken.   Since  I
authored this, Paramus came out with theirs and they have over 700 retail
stores.  Parsippany also came up with an ordinance in July.  ALDI already has
a policy to bring your own bag or you pay for a bag.   Hawaii has no plastic
bags on the island.  There are 70 towns within NJ that have adopted this sort
of ordinance.  In Paramus, the Boy Scouts helped with getting everyone on
board.  Parsippany is charging either 10 or 25 cents if you don’t have your
own bag.  Teaneck is another town on board with this.  Hopefully we can
take initiative as a town that is growing.  From the Growing Green Club the
biggest thing we found were plastic bags floating around in the parks and
they become quite unsightly and not good for the environment.

City Attorney responded – It did take a period of adjustment but I will say, we
now carry around the reusable bags.  If you don’t have one, they will just
charge you.  There are certain exemptions for people of low income, you can
get  a  bag without  a  charge.   I  think  most  food  is  now coming  in  paper
containers.   It  seems to be adjusting well.   I  have traveled to Rwanda a
couple of times and it is a country that is one of the poorest in the world and
they banned plastic bags entirely.  They have been able to make it work.
You need to have the community involved.  You need to explain the benefits
of it and give an appropriate adjustment time, most people adjust.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We need to come up with a positive promotion
plan.

Ms. Kaminsky responded – You can encourage people to give out the canvas
bags.  I think you can get a lot of the civic groups in town to help.  

Richard  Salkin  –  Hackensack  -  I  agree  with  Mr.  Battaglia  regarding  the
parking.  The developer’s agreement was done many years ago to obtain
those parking spaces for the residents.  You have to leave it alone.  Jerry
Somes brought a viable business from the highway to Main Street, to our
benefit.  He was on the Economic Development Advisory Board.  He put a lot
of time into the city.  I saw the video of the last meeting and was disturbed.
I don’t know Randy Glover.  I don’t know if he has a decent claim against the
city of not.  I  don’t think it matters because I don’t think he was treated
appropriately by the Council or the City Attorney.  The comment was that he
was not dealing with something governmental, that is not your decision.  The
open public meeting act says you can speak on anything governmental that
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he feels may be a concern.  The size of your firm?  That isn’t violating any
great privacy.  Do you really want to put the message out that we don’t have
to answer any questions?  Is that what you stand for? Why say it?  Let him
speak, what’s the difference?   The size of the firm has nothing to do with
litigation.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – I hope you find the leaf vac thing because
the leaves are still on my block and this week the street cleaner plowed right
through them.  It also takes up a whole parking space and there isn’t parking
on my street as it is.  The single use plastic bag ban – Glen Rock, Garfield,
Haworth, Ridgewood, Teaneck have passed it.  Leonia, Oradell, Wycoff are
looking into it.  It is what is happening.  When you have your conversation
with the stores, we had a conversation at Stigma Free, we have bags that we
would love to donate.  They can put their logo on the other side.  We also
need more people on the committee.  We can get different bags.  They are
not expensive but it is an incentive to work together with them.  I didn’t even
know you were charging $25 for the parking by the hospital, I thought it was
free.  I was also offended by the way Mr. Glover was treated last week.  We
can ask and say whatever we want, you can’t control what we say and ask.
It  may not be your definition of what should be, but if  you don’t want to
answer, don’t answer.  To muzzle anyone, because he filed a tort claim, that
is not justified.  Anyone can come up here and express whatever they feel.
Mr. Kleinman told him he can’t ask those questions here because they don’t
fit his definition of what is appropriate to ask here.  
 
Salvador Ruiz – Hackensack – I was excited to hear about the bike lane.  Bike
lanes provide great benefits.  It is a common misconception that bike lanes
create more problems.  It has been seen across the country that bike lanes
actually  decrease traffic and traffic incidents.   It  forces  everyone to slow
down.  The 6 feet is a little large.  Another benefit is areas where bike lanes
are installed, such as Atlantic Avenue in New York, retail in these locations
went up 49% make more businesses wanting to open in those zones.  Of the
44,000 people who live in Hackensack about 24,000 also work in the city.
We could use those transportation hubs to remove the ability  to have to
drive, freeing up things like parking.  It would take a lot of consideration to
do that but it would be a good step.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Ted, meet with traffic and find out where they
feel bike lanes would work throughout the city especially places like Atlantic
or State Street. Main Street will be narrow.  Our goal is to create a pedestrian
and bike friendly city.  We would like people out of cars.  I can see new bike
racks at the new apartments.  We are dealing with some safety issues of
bikes on the sidewalks right now.      

Jeffery Bolano – Hackensack – I watch all these meetings on YouTube. Now
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that I have time to come down here, the indoor soccer dome, it is an idea… I
watched Sims say in a video that he won’t sleep until  it  gets open.  The
Council prides itself on saving the city money.  We had the YMCA come and
claim they wanted a partnership to get part of Johnson Park.  If we are going
to have a private /  public partnership maybe we can revisit this and add
stipulations  of  building  the  indoor  soccer  field  which  would  save  the
taxpayers money.  The space must be open space, this could be remedied by
roof top open space which is big in New York City.  You could still have the
square footage; it would just be moved up two or three stories.  I would have
the YMCA build it.  I think the plastic bag ban idea is awesome.  I was at Slam
Dunk the Junk on Saturday and walking around, all I saw was plastic bags.
The recycling every two weeks is not working.  A lot of residents complained.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We tried it and it didn’t work. It had been a
suggestion from the DPW.  We will be going back to the way we were doing
it.  

Mr. Bolano responded – Lastly, city pools… when is that happening?  It is
everywhere else.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We looked at it.  The biggest issue is the cost of
liability insurance for a pool is phenomenal.    You would have to pay for the
pool too, Paramus and Rochelle Park people pay to go to their pool.  I used to
go to the Maywood pool,  they take outside residents  because they don’t
have enough of their own.  The cost alone is why we went with the splash
parks.  We are going to keep pursuing that in other parks as well.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – We used to have the Hackensack pool when I
was a kid which was a private business by All American Ford.  The polio scare
came and the pool went away.  In 1966, the Board of Ed came forward with
the plans for their pool which is Olympic sized.  That pretty much became
the city pool and to this day it is open for residents to go.   So, we do have a
pool.  As far as the veteran friendly municipality, I am a veteran and I am
sensitive  to  veterans  getting  employment  and  education.   I  am a  union
member of pipe fitters and plumbers retired and my organization nationally
has started a helmet to hardhats program where a veteran can come out of
the service and get into a trade.  It works quite well.  Bike lanes, I have been
riding bikes for years.  Spring Valley would be a little tough by the Bergen
mall.  Bike lanes could work but the parking in Maywood is tough.  There
aren’t even sidewalks on Spring Valley.  For you to ride a bicycle now even if
it was a bike lane, you still need to go around a parked car.  It would need to
be studied.  I am all in favor of the single plastic bag ban.  That is how the
pollution starts and how it gets into the waterways so it is important that we
look into this.
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Kathleen Salvo –  Hackensack –  I  think of  the plastic  bags in  Polifly Park.
People come out of  CVS and all  of  the bags are in the park.   There are
thousands of them.    I agree with Leo about Prospect and the parking.  We
gave  it  to  them  for  free  because  we  took  away  their  parking.   Those
apartments  don’t  have  parking.   Parking  after  6PM  we  said  no  money
because we wanted to let people patronize the food places, what is going to
happen? People can go to the malls for free parking.  That young man had a
very nice idea of putting the soccer dome up top and parking under.  The
YMCA should put a pool in.  All these people living in apartments, the YMCA
needs  to  do  something.   You  need  to  give  them  a  sense  to  come  to
Hackensack.  To say we have a state-of-the-art YMCA is like the best thing
you can do.  What else do we have to offer? Traffic?  The bike lanes I see
accidents in New York all the time.   The best place for a bike is in the County
parks.  Motorcycles make noise so you know they are around you.  I am not
in favor of the bike lanes.  I am in favor of the plastic bag ban.  We didn’t
have plastic bags years ago.  In Europe they wrap the bread in newspaper.
We are the only people who use the plastic and it got out of control.  People
want a plastic bag for everything.  Mr. Somes was a beautiful person.  I can’t
wait for the twice a week in January which will be good.  The good thing is if
there is  bad weather and they can’t  pick  up on Monday then they have
Thursday to fall back on.  Last year with the one collection we didn’t have
garbage pick up for two weeks.  

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – American Dream just set the standard of
$25 to park on Main Street. Ted mentioned the League of Municipalities and
hopefully there will be some state-of-the-art things.  I have never been a fan
of vacuum trucks, 30 or 40  years ago I was with a man who invented one
from scratch.  They are too tedious and don’t do a good job, maybe the new
ones are better but the Paramus one does like a block an hour.  I came to
Hackensack and saw the jaws of life picking up the leaves and thought that
was the way to do it.  That is the most effective and efficient system I have
seen.  The jaws do scrape the street and probably could be modified a little.
They have a good system.  The biggest problem is there is nothing to set
your watch by.  You may not want to pick up on a certain day but we should
be assured that  a  couple  times  a  week something will  come through.   I
thought  bagging  leaves  was  a  good  idea  but  after  driving  down Summit
Avenue I said no way, it is impossible.  If they are put in the street and the
city has an efficient pick up schedule, which may involve extra equipment,
not necessarily a vacuum truck but other devices, they can probably set up a
good schedule to pick up the leaves.   I don’t think the leaf piles are really
getting into the sewers, they get wet and form more of a dam and don’t go
anywhere, but the loose leaves in the street which are not a homeowner’s
responsibility are the ones that float.  The new grates that are being put in
when we repave, they do not have curb cuts, and the old sewer grates used
to have a big opening where the leaves flowed in there.  I am sure Ted will
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come back with good stuff.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation –  Candella/Terranova, Zisa, Tort

Claim from Sean Briggs
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned
at 10:20 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Councilman Battaglia and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.   Meeting adjourned at 10:20
PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on December 3, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK

10.29.19   9


	ATTEST: ____________________________

