
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, October 20, 2020. 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83991141658?
pwd=RGRmTXFPQ3puRlRlMGZPWjhlV1VxZz09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 839 9114 1658 and meeting password  927974 or by telephone by 
dialing 1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
she asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Presentation  –  Excavation  Ordinance:   Erin  Abline  –  Suburban
Engineering  –  I  have  an  executive  summary  tonight  for  the  Mayor  and
Council.  I  have been working with Steve’s office on this.  This is an update
to Chapter 148, your excavation ordinance.  I am going to run through some
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key points that were changed. We combined the fee list into a table and
adjusted the amounts.   We wanted to keep a lower fee for one and two
family  and  we  split  them  from  multi-family  and  commercial  and  utility
companies.  We have increased the moratorium from 3 to 5 years on your
roadways. That is when you pave them and they are under moratorium and
they  should  not  be  opened.   We have  added a  winter  mortarium so  no
openings are permitted from November 15 to April  1.   We have added a
clause that all utilities that are no longer needed cannot be abandoned in
place, they must be removed from the right of way.  Any waiver from these
requirements  needs  to  be  provided  by  the  City  Manager.   The  Zoning
Department or Engineer can not waive these.  Emergency excavations will
need to remain.  The next business day they must file paperwork for these
emergency excavations. If it is not filed the next business day, $100 per day
will  be  added to  the  application  fee.    We have asked utility  companies
provide  yearly  notice  by  November  15  for  their  anticipated  scope  of
replacement and construction.  The City will also commit to provide a list of
the road programs each year.  Utility companies will have to post an annual
performance bond and maintenance bond by January 31 of each year. Prior
to releasing the prior  year’s  bond,  all  outstanding application  and review
fees,  all  work that  was rejected must  be completed and all  maintenance
bonds must be posted by utility companies.  Once those are met, the prior
year performance bond can be released.  Steel plates are prohibited and
when installed, will have a time limit assigned.  Roadways under moratorium,
if anything is greater than a single utility trench, up to 50 square feet, can be
performed  on  a  road  with  a  moratorium  and  repaired  with  infrared
technology.  Anything beyond that will require curb to curb, corner to corner,
restoration.  If it goes into an intersection, the entire intersection will have to
be done as well.  A roadway not under moratorium for perpendicular to the
center, they will have to do temporary restoration of the trench and that will
sit for one month.  After a month, they can mill off the top 2 inches and then
come back with a surface course.  This will exceed each of the original trench
dimensions on each side by 1 foot for a final restoration which will help with
the pavement structurally.    A roadway not under moratorium for parallel
trenches, if a utility comes in and needs to replace a main, parallel to center
line, if it does not cross the center line, they need to do curb to center line
for 25 feet past the trench on each side. If it crosses the center line, it will
have to be curb to curb for 25 feet past the trench on each end.  These are
the technical changes.  For the application package, we are committed to
issuing permits within 10 days of receiving the application. The application
must contain the new signed application, copy of plans which include traffic
control  plans,  an  insurance  certificate  naming  everyone  as  additionally
insured,  application  fees,  review  fees,  and  that  will  be  required  for  a
complete  application.   Everyone will  have to  have an inspection  fee and
performance bond as well.  We wanted to stay away from escrows so we are
just doing set application and review fees.  Inspection fees for one- or two-
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family homes will  also have a fee. Any multi  family,  commercial or utility
company inspection will be under escrow based on the anticipated number
of hours. There was a single fee assigned for road openings.  For one or two
family residential up to 50 square feet, the old fee was $75 which covered
review,  application,  and  inspection.  The  new  fee  is  $150  review  and
application fee and $150 inspection fee. This will allow inspections to take
place and if needed, the City to use a consultant for the inspection. 

For muti-family commercial, for a 150 square foot opening, the old fee was
$150 dollars for everything.  The new fee would be a $600 application and
review fee.  The inspection would be escrow based on hourly rate of $125 for
weekday, anything that would be overtime or outside working hour would be
$185 dollar an hour inspection fee.  This will help promote expedited work.
For utility companies, if we look at a 1,000 linear feet replacement, we have
a 3000 square foot trench. The old fee would have been $2,900 old.  The
new application and review fee will be $2,250 but we will have a separate
inspection  escrow with the hourly  rates  I  just  spoke about.   Performance
guarantees will be set annually based on the prior work done or proposed
work.  We will have to look at the trend.  Up to 1,000 sq feet annually will be
$50,000 in performance guarantee. If they don’t finish the work, this would
be available for the City to use. Between 1,000 and 5,000 square feet, there
would be a $100,000 performance guarantee.  Greater than 5,000 square
feet will be $250,000 in performance guarantee. This is to protect the City if
a utility company came in and did not complete the work.   This excludes
anyone who goes before the land use board.  They already have fees set for
them.    Maintenance guarantees  will  be  required  to  be  posted by  utility
companies  annually  and  will  be  based  on  25  percent  of  the  prior  year
performance bond.   That  will  be good for  2 years  from final  acceptance.
Permits  are valid for 30 days.  I  wanted to note that the inspection fees
would cover a consultant.    

Councilman Battaglia responded – The utility company sometimes will  put
big boxes only 4 or 5 feet from the sidewalks low to where people will walk.
Who will enforce what the parameters are?  Who will inspect them saying
they are too low or cables are hanging too low? 

Ms. Abline responded - We did set the fees based on an hourly rate required
for the work if you needed to use a consultant.  If that is a problem, we can
coordinate with them.  It may not be in this section though.  I am hoping that
utility companies and the City around the table talking about the projects
ahead of time will promote that conversation much easier.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  The  ordinance  will  be  introduced  at  the  next
meeting.   This  arises  because  there  has  been  insufficient  attention  to
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restoring our streets after utility work.  We want to ensure that when we
spend money on repaving a road, that if work needs to be done, it is restored
to an acceptable level.  That is why we are doing it.  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded  –  What  other  municipalities  have  something
similar? How do the utility companies deal with this? Is there any push back?

Ms. Abline responded - We looked at a lot of ordinances throughout Bergen
County, Passaic, and Hudson.  We compared fees and ours is right in the
middle  so we will  not  be surprising anyone with it.   Anyone with a road
opening permit before this is accepted would be grandfathered.  

City Attorney responded – We can add in language about the effective date. 

City Code 170-12 – Commercial Vehicles on John Street:   This is
a clarification.   More people have been taking commercial  vehicles home
without  garaging  them.  Enforcement  was  lighter  at  the  time  due  to  the
pandemic but now has now gotten out of hand and is now being enforced per
the ordinance.  There is a proposed amendment.  Nothing herein shall be
deemed prohibited.  Parking commercial vehicles or related equiptment on
residential streets while it is being used in the transaction of business with
the owners or occupant of the residential property in the area or in the area
for the purpose of installing, maintaining, or performing public utility service.
This will give the City the ability if you are installing gutters or a moving van,
you will be able to use the city street to park but can’t leave it for 3 days or a
long weekend.   

City Attorney responded – We are going to have further meetings about this
and how to address this.  I will follow up with you.  

Request  for  Resident  Parking  –  Hamilton  Place  &  Anderson
Street:  The following residential area may be considering resident parking
stickers Hamilton Place between Summit and Prospect, Anderson between
Summit  and  Prospect.   Residential  parking  stickers  are  $5  and  will  be
available.  License and registration must match your home address.   This
was a request from the residents there because people are parking in that
section so residents haven’t been able to park near their homes.    

Mayor Labrosse responded – If residents requested it, we need to look at it.  

Resolution Appointing Crossing Guards 2020-2021 School Year:
The City is going to reappoint back our crossing guards. At the end of the
school  year,  their  service was terminated and we now have to reappoint
them.  The Board of Education is telling us that on November 2 they will be
returning  to  school.   We have  the  ability  to  hold  it  off  if  school  doesn’t
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commence on November 2.  We have about 30 to 40 crossing guards.

Introduction to Ordinance –  Public  Urination and Defecation:
This  came from our  City  Constable.   There  was  nothing  in  the  code  for
enforcing people  that were doing this.   Our  judge was not  holding these
cases because he said it didn’t apply.  We redefined the language so these
cases can be considered.  The fine maximum is $2,000 and/or 90 days in jail
and/or community service.   Obviously, the judge has discretion on how far
they want to enforce the first offense.  

Amendment to Ordinance –  Shade Tree Advisory Committee:
This was basically the ability to define the role of the Shade Tree Committee
in assisting the City in making better choices and helping homeowners with
questions.  The day to day tree considerations, hazards, and removals will be
done and replanted by the City.  We are trying to define roles so we don’t
waste each other’s time.  I thank the members of the committee for their
service.  

SLEO III Agreement:  The Board of Education approved it last night.
The agreement was drafted by the City Attorney.  It restores the language
issues and financial commitments between the Board of Education and the
SLEOs that we provide to them.  SLEOs are hired by us but work for the
Board of Education.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Dennis Ferraioli  – Hackensack – I spoke to a woman who lives on Passaic
Street for the last two years and they have about a half dozen cars in their
residence and the landlord,  according to her,  does not  provide  adequate
parking for their home. I understand that but there is no reason to park two
blocks away in front of my home and leave it there.  Now this past week,
someone parked in between two cars.  They are doing drugs. I went outside
and knocked on their door and a blast of smoke came out at me. If the cars
weren’t parked there, this would not happen.  If you intend to do parking
stickers for areas like my own, that is fine and I am all for that but someone
who has a parking sticker and lives on Passaic Street should not be allowed
to park on Hamilton or Anderson, or Ross or Euclid or so on.  If you live on a
certain street you should have to park on that street, in front of your home or
driveway, or in a close proximity to your home, not three blocks away.  There
has to be a better solution.  Other towns have no parking at night.  Maybe
you should consider that in the residential neighborhoods and people can
just park in their driveway.  The smallest driveway on my street is 85 feet
long.  These homes on Passaic Street were renovated recently in the past 3
to 5 years.  They were made from single family dwellings into two family
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dwellings,  you would  assume the landlord  or  owner would have provided
adequate parking for a two-family home.  I feel that it is not only the optics
but I think it is unsafe.  Thank you.

Kiana – Passaic Street – Hackensack – My issue is on Passaic Street you can
not park.  You can not park there at all.  The landlord says four cars fit in our
driveway but it is a 3-family home so not all of us are granted that privilege.
On  Summit  between  Summit  and  Central,  we  can’t  park  because  it  is
residential.  On Hamilton and West Anderson, we can’t park there because it
is  resident  stickers.   The  only  parking  that  is  available  for  us  is  East
Anderson, the other side of Summit, and those areas.  The Police Department
will not issue us a parking permit.  Maybe you can do an amendment to the
code because Essex Street you can’t park but they are given a sticker to
park in other places. I don’t understand why Passaic Street is any different.  

Alexis Conde – Passaic Street – Hackensack – Passaic Street is not allowed to
park in the area.  We went to the Police station multiple times and they will
not grant us a sticker because our license says Passaic Street.  The only
place we can park are Hamilton or Anderson.  We are not blocking anyone’s
driveway; we park there because that is the only place we are allowed to.
Passaic Street is not allowed parking stickers.  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded –  We will  have to  speak to  the City  Manager
about this further.  

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 6:45 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on November 9, 2020. 

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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