
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, September 22, 2020.

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83453102344?
pwd=T1J3SkFMY09nK0NwTWFEL3lncm1nQT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 834 5310 2344 and meeting password  731108 or by telephone by 
dialing 1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

Resolution  –  Bergen  County  Cares  Act  Resolution:   This
resolution is for reimbursement for municipalities for COVID-19 expenditures.
Deputy Chief Niland will be submitting for expenses on behalf of the City to
try and recover out of pocket expenses which will help us with the budget.  
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Mayor Labrosse responded – I  have had calls from the County wondering
where are requests are.  As of late last night, Deputy Chief Niland said it will
be in this week.  I am concerned because it appears everyone else is in and
ours isn’t.  We need to stay on top of it.  

Intro to Ordinance – Clay Street Parking:   Clay street is going to
make additional parking on the south side from First to Second only except
for by Carver Park.  There was already a change on Clay Street in the past.
There is a parking lot there for participants to use at the park. We are going
to allow south side parking restrictions to be lifted.  

City Attorney responded – They are going to allow it on the blocks except for
the block that has Carver Park.  The street where Carver Park is will have no
parking on the southside.  Between Railroad and First and Second and Third
is where we will allow it, not between First and Second where Carver Park is.

Teterboro Flight Plan Update:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino – We have
been talking about getting this alternate flight plan in place.  The good news
it was finally approved.  There are still two more steps before it can be used.
The next step is the publication which is in December.  The second is the
training of the folks at the Air Traffic Control at the airport.  I am trying to get
that done in parallel so we can hit the ground running.  I will stay on top of
them.  Let’s get this training done because this was a test flight path for 6
months so they had some training since it was offered.  It has to be safe and
people need to be trained but I think we have to try and get it accomplished.
It  is  great  news.   It  is  another  milestone  we  met.   Thanks  to  all  who
supported this.  

Skatepark  Grant  Opportunity:  The  Tony  Hawk  Foundation  Skate
Park Grant latest round of applications has been announced.  The City is
eligible  to  apply.   The  grant  would  help  fund  up  to  $25,000  for  a  new
skatepark in the underserved, underprivileged community with inadequate
skateboarding facilities.     They want to see planning and funding before
applying.  The following items would need to be included: a conceptual plan
prepared by a skateboard contractor, proof of community support, names of
youth ambassador and documentation such as newspaper clips or  letters
from prominent  officials  for  support  of  the  skatepark.   The  next  funding
round  will  be  announced  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  deadline.   The
skatepark requirements are quite  a few but  it  can be achieved.  We are
always looking for recreation for the youth in the community.  Skateboarding
is more freestyle, not organized.  The next step is to fill out the application
and get community support and find a skateboard contractor to estimate a
cost.   
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Deputy Mayor Sims responded – What about locations?

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – I did some research and went to
a skatepark in Ridgewood and Tenafly.  They converted an older hockey rink
into the skatepark.  Tenafly was only open to residents.  Ridgewood is open
to anyone but you need a community pass through the online portal to fill
out a waiver.  I  think through the whole pandemic, skateboarding, biking,
scootering, all those recreational activities really increased.  You can social
distance and get outside.  It is a good way to offer things to kids that aren’t
into  organized  sports.   You  drive  past  the  High  School  and  they  are
skateboarding on the steps. This would give them a safer area. Ridgewood,
Elizabeth, Tenafly, Hoboken, Jersey City all have them.  

City Manager responded – There is additional  insurance for the exposure.
The MEL provides $5 million limits for member owned facilities approved by
the MEL.   We would have to get them to sign off on the design to ensure it is
safe and meets the criteria.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We should apply for the grant and take it from
there.  

Extension of Outdoor Dining – Heated Tents: They want to bring
in heat in the tents to continue outdoor dining until there is a hopeful lift and
allow for people to come inside.  As the weather gets colder, this is going to
be a problem.  It is a challenge for the restaurants.  We are trying to help the
restaurants as much as we can but we also need to make it safe.  The Fire
Department  said  any  heat  source  would  have  to  have  a  certified  flame-
retardant tent canopy.  The less expensive tents are usually not rated.  There
needs to be a nearby fire extinguisher, and the propane heaters and tanks
cannot  be  within  5  feet  of  exit  and  need  to  be  secured.   We  will  start
referring  the  restaurants  with  outside  dining  to  the  fire  department  to
coordinate their efforts to remain safe.  

NJ Transit Power Plant: In the past, the Council is not looking to add
to the pollution or conditions that would create it.  This backup power is a
critical portion of the rail lines.  The powerplant would burn fracked gas 24/7
for decades and it would emit 5,706 tons of greenhouse gases.  There are
residents that are going to make comments about it when we open.  They
have done more research and are more versed in it.  

Resolution  –  Bergen  County  Community  Development
Committee: We have Susan Banzon and Ryan Westra on the committee,
they are appointed every year.  The default is Ted Ehrenburg.  This is just a
renewal and has been in practice in the past.  
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Bergen  County  Shared  Services  –  Bonfire  E-Procurement
Software: This is an additional resource through the County, a procurement
software.  We have no obligation to use it or pay for it.   The software is of no
cost through June 30, 2025 and it may approve efficiency.  It is an added
resource to support the city if the city chooses to go in that direction.  

Parks & Recreation – COVID 19:  There was some discussion for us
to open our parks and the city will be opening up our recreation fields and
open the bathrooms, install the basketball hoops, and see how this plays out.
We will get started on it this week.  We will move as fast as we can to restore
recreation.  That includes games, practices.  We have met with the coaches
who know what they have to do and we will enforce the rules.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – I have a question for Mr. Ehrenberg.  I know we
sent a questionnaire to the residents on Fairmount about speeding.  I want to
know how many responded.  I am at the block where the speeding picks up.
The police are doing a great job with the speeders and pulling them over.
On the Paramus side of Spring Valley between Maywood Ave and Fairview,
they installed another solar panel speeding sign.  I think that’s a good idea.
We can set up speed traps forever but I think a warning has to be in place.
The other item is Staib Park, I know you are moving towards with going out
to  bid  with  a  plan.   I  am  requesting  on  behalf  of  the  Environmental
Commission that the asphalt be removed for a serenity garden.  We should
try to move forward with that.  We have funds and volunteers if we can get
that asphalt removed.   You did not go ahead with the dog park so whatever
was  allocated  for  that  can  be  applied.   The  other  side  of  it  is  I  saw  a
fundraiser with the NY City Park Conservatory so maybe we can do that and
take the cost off the taxpayer.  We went the letter to the Council about the
Powerplant.  That is all I have.

City Manager responded – I don’t have the exact numbers but people are
retuning the questionnaires.  We purchased 10 radars, 2 new trailers, and 2
new devices for tracking the speed signs that flash and we will be purchasing
more.  Gary’s request is moving forward.  Enforcement is not just Fairmount;
it is everywhere in the town.  We need to make sure all the cars have radar
and the officers are trained on how to use the radar.    

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – The Greenman case, I don’t know if you were
planning on advising the public, about what took place but someone should.
On the 12th of  this  month,  the federal  judge denied the city’s  motion for
summary judgement which means the case will go to a jury against the city,
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Mr. Labrosse, and Mrs. Canestrino.  That is the former councilwoman.  The
allegations are ugly.  She accuses both of you of making serious anti-Semitic
remarks.  I am not going to say if they are true but I will say that I was in that
case and what she alleged against me was factually true but did not amount
to a case. A jury will  decide but I am hoping that doesn’t happen. I know
there is animosity in this situation but don’t exercise it on the back of the
taxpayers. It is a 1983 action and legal fees are at play.  You have to avoid
getting creamed.  She might get $25,000 and her attorney will  get half a
million dollars in attorney’s fees. I hope you don’t take a no negotiation, no
settlement posture because of  your animosity  toward her.   Do the smart
business thing.  I mean no disrespect, but neither the Mayor or Deputy Mayor
are good witnesses.  Please bear that in mind as you move forward.  Thank
you.  

City Attorney responded – I won’t talk about litigation strategy here and I am
not personally handling this case but we are aware of the decision and we
will  consider our options.   As always, we will  make the decisions that we
believe are in the best interests of the city after consulting with our litigation
counsel.   

Anette Jankowski – Condo Board – Hackensack – I would like to thank Deputy
Mayor Canestrino for all the continued efforts with the Teterboro Flight Path
and working on the TANAAC committee. I also wanted to thank the Council
for amending the name of our board.  We have made an effort to reach out
to rental buildings to join our board.  We thank you for the change.  

Sam DiFalco – Hackensack – I am an organizer with Food and Water Action.  I
am speaking  today  about  the  powerplant  resolution.  Thank  you  for  your
leadership.  I am speaking on behalf of the 400 members in Hackensack and
70,000  members  in  New  Jersey  and  the  Don’t  Gas  The  Meadowlands
Coalition of over 60 organizations opposing this power plant.  We are urging
Hackensack to pass a resolution against the powerplant, calling for a stop to
this  dangerous  and  ill-conceived  powerplant  in  a  redirection  of  the  $410
million taxpayer dollar grant that will pay for it into a renewable alternative.
We hope you will do this to stand up for the health and environment of New
Jersey.  Many areas of New Jersey already have failing grades of ground level
ozone pollution caused by burning fossil fuels.  Dangerous levels of ozone
will increase if another powerplant is built.  Ground level ozone is directly
related to asthma, decreased lung function and chronic lung disease. More
than 700,000 New Jersians suffer from asthma, and 300,000 others live with
chronic pulmonary disease. This is tied into our current global health crisis
because chronic lung illness is one of the major factors that increase risk of
dying from COVID19. Governor Murphy needs to uphold his commitment to
protect the environmental  justice community. We can not have any more
major  polluters  in  our  state  especially  communities  that  have historically
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been  made  to  face  the  brunt  of  the  pollution  burden.   It  is  completely
egregious in 2020 when the science is clear that we must drastically cut our
emissions in  order  to avoid the most  disastrous consequences of  climate
change that a State agency is seeking to build a natural gas power plant.
We all  suffered through Hurricane Sandy and we know we need to build
infrastructure that can withstand worsening effects of climate change but it
is  ridiculous  to  build  climate  change  resiliency  using  fossil  fuels.   Our
coalition  has  done  the  research  to  demonstrate  that  NJ  Transit’s  project
could be powered using a renewable energy state of the art hybrid micro
grid that would be more resilient and economical without any of the negative
health impacts that a full time 24-7 365 day frack gas burning powerplant
would  have  and  would  actually  promote  climate  resiliency  and  achieve
Governor Murphy’s own goals and create green jobs in the state.  Whether or
not this is built will set the course of NJ’s energy future so we urge you to
pass this resolution to protect the health and future of NJ.    

Paula  Rogovin  –  Teaneck  –  I  spoke  before  the  Council  about  the  other
powerplant in North Bergen and Hackensack was the 52nd town to pass that
resolution.  We defeated that powerplant and now we have this one which
would again pollute Kearny, Newark, Hoboken, Jersey City, and depending on
the wind, all of our communities.   The impact would be particularly bad in
communities of color which Governor Murphy promised in Executive Order
23 to protect and in this new legislation which was signed into law by the
Governor  last  week.  S232  deals  with  the  impacts  of  pollution  on  the
communities of  color and low-income communities.   We were hoping this
would be great and the tool to stop this powerplant.  That legislation will not
be implemented for at least a year and won’t cover the transit powerplant
because it is already in the review process.  We are relying on the Governor
to make the decision to stop the powerplant.  We already have resolutions
from many other towns.  The exciting thing is we have an alternative to it.
We need a microgrid but we have worked with experts to develop a hybrid
renewable energy plus battery storage microgrid that would involve solar,
hydro from the river, wind.  We have the scientists and researchers with the
knowledge to develop a hybrid rail program and we are asking the Governor
and the resolution calls for the Governor to study this alternative.  Let’s hope
we  can  make  this  happen.   Take  the  advice  of  the  Environmental
Commission and pass the resolution.

Louis Decepola – Hackensack – Environmental Commission – We did endorse
the Council  to  pass  the  resolution.   As  you recall  with  the North  Bergen
station,  the  purpose  of  the  project  was  electricity  for  New  York.   The
difference with this project is the purpose is worthwhile to increase resiliency
in case of a superstorm.  The solution is an overkill to the stated objective of
the project which is to increase resiliency and to create a microgrid and their
solution is this massive plant to run 24/7.  They can have a different solution.
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A microgrid is more conducive to renewable energy options.  It does not fit
with State Energy Master Plan to get to clean renewable energy by 2050.  It
doesn’t  take  into  consideration  environmental  justice.  The  Governor  just
signed an environmental justice bill and I think the State and NJ Transit need
to  take  that  into  consideration  on  where  they  are  intending  to  put  this
powerplant.  Last, it really ignores the shared responsibility that we all have
to  limit  warming  due  to  climate  change  and  that  is  an  important
consideration.   It  is  worth  going  back  and  redesigning  because  it  is  a
worthwhile  plan  they  have;  the  solution  doesn’t  meet  any  of  those
objectives.  Thank you.   

Rich  Grant  –  Hackensack  –  I  oppose  the  NJ  Transit’s  plan  to  power  the
microgrid.   Even though it is 12 miles away from Hackensack, the result
would be 30 years of unnecessarily harming people’s health and increasing
greenhouse gas  emissions.   I  urge the  Governor  to  direct  the  agency to
perform  an  engineering  and  economic  study  and  I  urge  the  Hackensack
Council to pass resolution opposing it.  We have all become aware of the
rapid continuous improvements in features and costs for electronic consumer
goods.   Tesla  is  expected  to  announce  improvements  to  its  battery
technology.  To stay aware of the rapid and continuous improvements in the
energy  sector,  you  would  need  to  be  a  regular  visitor  of  news  sites  for
industry professionals like utilitydive.com or greentechmedia.com and then
you would know that in the 7 years and 1 month since NJ Transit microgrid
project was announced, companies, universities, and governments globally
have been racing ahead with  funding,  developing,  and regulating  newer,
cleaner, and more affordable solutions than a gas fired power plant.  India is
serious about making advances in technology which Governor Murphy should
know  from  his  trade  mission  visit  last  September.    India  Railways,  the
world’s  4th largest  railway,  is  installing  20  gigawatts  of  solar  energy  on
trackside land that will  provide traction power for locomotives. To look at
where microgrid renewable energy and energy storage technologies were in
August 2013 is like looking at baby pictures.  Microgrids then were scarce
and expensive. NJ Transit’s powerplant was announced less than a year after
the very first demonstration project was commissioned for large scale lithium
ion battery storage.  Today it feels like every time you visit an energy sector
news site,  there is a post on the newest site that won’t  hold the title of
world’s largest for long.  We can do a lot better than a gas fired powerplant.
The State, once famous for both Thomas Edison’s research lab and the Bell
Labs campus can do better.  Thank you.  

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – With all the traffic that is being looked at
Fairmount,  Davis  Avenue has similar  problems as  do most  of  the streets
coming down off of the hill.  I wanted to mention that we had a digital sign
parked at Davis and Wilson for three weeks which was never illuminated.
Somebody told me the purpose was not to have it register or say slow down
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but simply to utilize the camera to track cars coming down the street to see
if they were speeding.    That seems strange that it is not turned on.   They
just took it away over the weekend.  It was there for three weeks.  There is
so much that has to be done.  We were rear ended on Fairmount and it
totaled the car.  People fly down the streets.  I would take a look at what we
have in the way of resources especially if they’re not manpower intensive
like parking a sign here or there.   As far as microgrids, someone can be for it
or  against  it  without  any technical  knowledge.   Going with  fossil  fuels  is
unacceptable  this  day  in  age  so  I  would  state  the  consensus  of  the
community.  Thank you.  

Bill Sheehan – Hackensack Riverkeeper - Hackensack Riverkeeper would first
like to take this opportunity to thank the City of Hackensack for the work
being done to separate our Combined Sewers and reduce both flooding along
Main Street and water quality degradation in the River. It is an important and
much needed upgrade.  In relation to the resolution being presented tonight
in  opposition  to  the  NJ  Transit  Power  plant  in  the  Meadowlands,  we
wholeheartedly  oppose  adding  more  fossil  fuel  infrastructure  to  the
Meadowlands and support the resolution opposing the Plant. If New Jersey
intends to meet its Renewable Energy goal of 100% renewable energy by
2050, projects like this, that will  tie us to natural gas-powered energy for
decades to come, simply cannot be permitted.  As long as viable,  cleaner
alternatives to fossil fuel energy exist, we explore and encourage the use
and development of those over fossil fuel wherever possible.  Thank you for
standing  up  for  a  healthier,  safer  future  for  the  Meadowlands  and  our
communities.

Ruth  Bader  Neusteder  –  Hackensack  –  I  am speaking  about  the  plant  in
Kearny that Governor Murphy supports and I am sure you read the article
about what he is doing about not putting environmental anything into areas
that are poor because they are suffering enough.  I am sure you all know
that the biggest problem we have is climate change.  I can cry thinking of my
grandchildren.  The arctic is already melting.  We have to do the right thing.
It is essential.  We need to do everything we can to stop this from going on
all over the world.  I implore that you look at this situation and support not
fracking and doing the right thing to help the environment.  I did Earth Day in
Hackensack for many years.  I was on the Environmental Commission and
this  is  my history and I  hope you all  look at that article.   It  is  a serious
situation that we have.  We have to do what is right for generations to come.

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Can you make sure Clay Street has proper
signage about no parking when it is snowing? 

No one else wished to speak.
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A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:01 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on November 9, 2020.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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