
                                      CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, September 10, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino,  Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance.  City  Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  and  Attorney  Steven  Kleinman
were present.  Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present. 

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Presentation:  Suburban  Engineering  –  Flooding  /  Sewer
Maintenance:  Eleni  Giannikopoulos  of  Suburban  Engendering  did  a
presentation  at  this  time  regarding  the  City’s  combined  sewer  overflow
systems.  The presentation included information on regulatory compliance
and obligations.  The presentation identified the three main issues of sewer
separation,  redevelopment,  and  flooding.  Financing  options  including
traditional bond anticipation notes and NJIB/NJDEP Clean Water funding were
explained. The presentation explained the city’s commitment to long term
solutions which include bonding $14.6 million for CSO sewer separation and
$1.55 million for stormwater capacity improvements.  
 
Deputy Mayor Canestrino – I don’t agree with this approach.  Our approach
was always to start from the river and move west.  The plan was always to
do that in a way that makes sense.  To me, the first thing we should look at
funding,  is  what  was  always  on  the  plate,  which  was  a  three  phased
approach to finish the Main Street separation.   River Street is  separated,
most of Moore is, phase one incorporated the northern side of Main Street.
There  are  tons  of  construction  projects  on  Main  Street  so  it  would  be
beneficial for us to be doing the work over there.  Why did we not choose
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that as the number one project?   

Ms.  Giannikopoulos  responded – It  is  included.   The application has been
started.  The ordinance was not prepared at this time.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Jim said that will not be prepared until
October and that should have been our number one priority because it was
something that was scheduled to be done and should have been completed
already.  We are already behind the eight ball  with that.  If  we fund this
tonight, I want assurance that the focus will still be where it should be which
is from the river working its way west and getting the Main Street work done
so that we have clear visibility of our stormwater from there directly to the
river while we continue to analyze where it is going to go.   Our relationship
with the medical center was such that we were able to negotiate with them
that while we were doing all this work, we were able to convince them to
separate their sewer and lay their pipes.  That is on their dime.  Yes, we have
to explore how we will eventually connect that and what is going to go on at
Clay Street which is  a much bigger proposition  than what was presented
here.  The rest of it, the Main Street portion, can get done so we can proceed
with the rest of work on Main Street.  I firmly believe that has to be done
first.  

CFO Jim Mangin responded – What we are doing tonight is funding the Court
Street drainage area.  In October we will be introducing the bond ordinance
for  the  Main  Street  sewer  separation.   The  reason  we  are  doing  it  in  a
backwards order is because the principal forgiveness portion is limited to one
million dollars per applicant per project per fiscal year.  Main Street was not
ready.  The application deadline was July 1.  The Court Street project was
ready.  We needed to maximize that principal forgiveness so we funded the
Court  Street  drainage  area  first.   Main  Street  will  be  next  month.   The
projects themselves will be conducted in the order you are talking about.  We
are funding in this order to maximize the principal forgiveness.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – The priority of the work is going to be
the priority that was always defined for the city.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We are putting 3,000 new apartments on Main
Street and they are going to be up and running soon.  Some of them are
almost done.  They need these sewers done.  I can’t think of anything worse
than opening these buildings and the sewers failing because we didn’t take
care of what we were supposed to take care of first. From day one our plan
was to get Main Street separated first so we can finish the two way and let
the  redevelopment  continue.  We  really  need  to  work  on  Main  Street.
Redevelopment there is our life line and where out the revenue is going to
come to pay for all of this stuff.  If it fails, the redevelopment plan will fail.
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We need to get back on track.  

Ms.  Giannikopoulos responded – The purpose of this presentation is not to
prioritize the projects. I  understand that this is how it may appear to you
since  that  is  how the  ordinances  were  introduced.  I  represent  your  best
interest  in  getting  you  money.   At  the  time  when  we  started  the  bond
ordinance for Court Street, we needed to put a loan application in the docket
before July 1 because they update their project priority list on a quarterly
basis.  It does not mean we can not go forward with all the priorities you
have  in  mind,  but  at  that  moment  my  primary  focus  was  to  get  you  a
mechanism to reimburse you for all your long term control plan costs that
you have spent to date.  At that moment, Court Street was on the forefront
of what was more ready to proceed in that moment for a loan application for
a bond ordinance.  That is the only reason that was the first one introduced
to you.  These projects will run in the course that is the primary focus of the
city. When the ordinance is introduced to you for Main Street it will be the
mechanism for us to go into interim financing and start  to pay all  of the
assessments to date.  My primary focus in speaking with Jim in July was to
meet that deadline so that we have the bond ordinance in place so that bond
counsel can go in and apply for the short-term financial addendum forms.
You can have a loan closing by October 1 and we can have money back in
the city for all of your long-term control plans by the end of October.  We are
not losing sight of your priorities.  We understand Main Street is a primary
concern.  

CFO Jim Mangin responded – While we are working on the financing,  the
design phase for Main Street is still on going.  Later on, we will be awarding a
contract to Suburban Engineering for $350,000 for the design of Main Street.
A lot  of  these things are happening simultaneously.   The projects are on
going and this will be a long process.  The plan has always been handled
similar to the way we handled the tax appeal problem.  You chop it up into
manageable pieces and then manage the pieces.  Financing is one part and
project implementation is something else.  Financing doesn’t determine the
priority of the projects.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We had a plan last year and all of this
work was supposed to be done by this August.  No one on the Council was
aware that it  was not being done.   We are a little  gun shy right  now of
supporting another initiative ahead of one that we already feel was pulled
without our knowledge.  We want some type of assurance that this project is
going  to  receive  the  prioritization  it  deserves.  There  were  plans  and
schedules put into place June of 2018 to start this process and it was never
followed through.   Businesses are going to be opening on Main Street and
Main Street is a mess.  It needs to be paved.  Everything needs to be done
and should have been done for everyone to enjoy these new facilities as they
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are opening up. We are falling behind and need to get back on track.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – As a Council we are told by professionals that
there was a plan in place. We were told the two-way conversion would be
done by August of this year, streets open, sewers in so what happened?  We
don’t have an answer.  We don’t know what happened.  I know there was
some  transition  between  vendors  and  such  but  the  ball  was  dropped
somewhere and we didn’t continue on the path we were taking.  I don’t know
what to tell  a developer who spends a couple million dollars in town and
can’t flush the toilet.  It effects development moving forward when they see
where we aren’t and where we are supposed to be.  

CFO Jim Mangin responded – We are still on target for Main Street.  It is being
designed.  It will be financed next month.  Everything is still in place.  If we
had done the Main Street ordinance first, we would have lost a million dollars
in principal forgiveness for 2019.  We are still on target for the Main Street
sewer separation.  Tonight, we are just talking about financing.  It does not
mean we are ignoring Main Street.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We were on target for August of 2019.
Now we are on target for what?  We don’t even have a date.  We have to get
this done.  

250 Johnson – Sewer Connection Update:  City Attorney – We have
been providing sewer service to a restaurant in River Edge because of the
location  on the border  of  Hackensack and River  Edge.   It  has  long been
connected to the city’s sewer system.  Pursuant to an inter local agreement
the city was receiving revenue from River Edge to compensate the city for
use of the sewer system.  The agreement expired and we took a look at it
and believed it was well below fair market value.  We went to River Edge and
said we need to adjust this.  This agreement allows us to continue to service
the property.  River Edge will be paying more than they have in the past.
Every year it will go up until it reaches what we believe the best estimate is.
We tried  to  get  actual  usage from the BCUA but  because it  is  a  private
property, they won’t give us that information.  We ask that you support this
given the low dollar amount so we can cross it off the list.  

Citizen  Leadership  Forms:  The  City  has  reviewed  our  citizen
leadership form and added some additional questions to make sure we are
doing our due diligence.  We added have you ever been convicted of a crime.
We want to make sure that all the people that are providing services to our
city are beyond reproach.  We appreciate volunteerism and people’s service
but this day in age you realize the scrutiny presented to municipalities to
make sure we are taking all efforts.  I am asking the Mayor and Council to
approve this addition to the form.    
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Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  –  I  think  that  is  a  great  idea  and  I  think  it  is
worthwhile  since  we  are  different  liaisons  to  different  boards  that  we
interview some of the new members.  I  just interviewed someone for the
Zoning Board last week and they were a fine candidate and I was going to
recommend to the rest of the Council that we consider, not just the resume,
but the individual.  This is the type of person that we would be honored to
have sitting on the board.  That should be another step of the process too.  

Access for All Board – Members Needed:  The issue is they don’t
show up on time so the custodian locks the building if they don’t show up on
time since he doesn’t have all night to sit here and wait.  Not showing up in a
timely fashion seems to be a problem.  Right now, we have 5 members but
we have a lack of attendance.  There is really nothing I can do but add more
members.  This is not an easy fix.  

Carver Park Program – Summer 2020: Joe Irving who handles the
splash parks  sent  a  memo offering handicapped use  of  the  splash parks
early.  We don’t start until 10AM.  This would allow special needs children to
use this early from 8AM to 10AM.  That would provide a level of engagement
to these children that are already challenged.  We are looking for you to
consider this proposal.  I think it is great and the city is always looking for
ways to reach out to different groups to service them.  

Skate Parks:  This was addressed prior to my service.  We have the
ability to get insurance to establish a skate park however there is a list of
requirements and coverage to get insurance.  They are pretty stringent and
we would have to follow these to the tee.  This is just an idea in the planning
stages.  At some point we can have more discussion about it.  

Resolution – NJ EDA Opportunity Zone Grant:   This is a 49-acre
industrial district along both sides of Newman Street and 500 feet south of
Essex.  This was recently designated as an opportunity zone.   This could be
redeveloped and there could be grant funding for this.  This could potentially
attract developers and 3,000 new jobs based on the data provided by the
consulting group.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am big on this and it ties into what we spoke
about before that it is an area in need of industrial redevelopment as well as
repair of the infrastructure.    

Food  Truck  Ordinance:   I  want  to  clear  up  some  misconception
about the food truck ordinance.  I  am amazed that people don’t take the
time to research this information or call up the city of Hackensack to get the
information.  Right now, the city has no ordinance to permit any food truck
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within  the city.   It  doesn’t  exist.   It  can’t  happen,  shouldn’t  happen,  not
approved, not allowed.    We were trying to open the door to allow food
trucks in the city.  The current ordinance reads “mobile and transient food
establishments: all foods and beverages except hot coffee, cocoa, tea on a
mobile or transient retail food establishment shall be prepackaged.” That is
the  only  thing  that  can  be  provided  in  the  city.   So,  unless  the  food  is
prepackaged and sealed up, it can’t be done, so food trucks that cook and
sell on site is not allowed.  The new ordinance would be in favor of having
food trucks within the community.  This ordinance allows for private food
trucks to operate an event 6 times per year on private property.  People are
saying they will be parked in the street, in front of another business, all of
this is not true.  It could be clarified by picking up the phone and calling the
city.  The city did research on surrounding towns and the 6 events came
from Paramus.  They started off with 12 and never got to that point so they
reduced it  to 6 and it  worked very well.   We didn’t  just arbitrarily pick a
number.  We had a meeting, a committee, a process to make this happen.
These 6 events are separate from the city events that we may participate in.
If there is a special event the City Manager may authorize permission.  Right
now, we have no ordinance so we have an issue with zoning, health, and fire.
We have no controls in place and yet we have these.  So, the goal for the city
is  to pass an ordinance that  invites  food trucks  into our community  in  a
positive way to a trial  process for one year and then we can amend the
ordinance should issues arrive.  The city does not want to flood the area with
food trucks because we want to support our other food establishments as
well.  The people here that own establishments we are not trying to shove
them out.  I am confused when people make statements that we are trying
to hurt local business or have an issue with some private business.  The city
is spending a lot of money trying to find ways to redevelop the city and make
Main Street positive.  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded  –  This  ended  up  being  a  social  media  storm
yesterday.   This  ordinance  was  introduced  last  month  so  whoever  knew
about it could have come forward or called the city but they waited until
yesterday to post it on social media and it had 100 hits in no time.  There has
to be regulations.  We had no ordinance for food trucks.  We can’t just let
food trucks go wherever they want because if I have a pizzeria, I don’t want
a pizza truck selling pizza outside of it.  There are state regulations on some
of the businesses we are talking about such as breweries and what they can
do with food.   A brewery can not sell food, they are not restaurants.  In the
past they have had food trucks on their site.  There is an ordinance tonight
and I am going to ask the Council to pull this ordinance completely so we can
hash this out with food truck owners like we should have in the first place.
We are  not  here  to  hurt  any  businesses.   Social  media  and  the  lack  of
communication blew this up.  Someone didn’t read the ordinance.  We are
going to pull the ordinance and ask that all the parties involved come speak
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about it.  Then restaurant owners got wind of this and they don’t want food
trucks.   One  little  social  media  thing  turned  into  a  nightmare.   This  has
created enemies between restaurants and eateries and food trucks.   That is
the last thing we want.  We will have to pull the ordinance and re-introduce it
in a different form.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – Thank you for pulling that ordinance.  That
committee should have included people that are involved, that have food
trucks, that use food trucks, we are not Paramus. The biggest issue is the
two breweries.  One is three years old; one is a year old.  That is one of the
things limiting them to 6 a year and that will hurt them.  I don’t know how
the restaurants on Main Street will be hurt by food trucks on private property
on the north end.  Include the breweries.  I was here when the ordinance was
introduced and it didn’t hit me because it didn’t affect me.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We were not thinking of the breweries when we
did this.  We were taking steps forward to have food truck events.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  Breweries  under  the  state  regulation,  not  our
regulations, are not allowed to have a side deal with a food truck vendor in
order  to  supply  food.   Any  brewery  doing  that  could  potentially  get
themselves in trouble with the state.

Ms. DiPasqua responded – They are not breaking the law.    Breweries are an
up and coming business  but  New Jersey doesn’t  support  new businesses
because all the rules and regulations they clam down on.  6 a year on private
property is an issue.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I understand that and that is why we want to
get everyone in the room.  There are other issues too.  If a food truck comes
on a Saturday, we have to send a Board of Health inspector there and by
contract we have to pay them for 3 hours at time and a half.  We also have
to send a fire inspector over.  We have to spend a few hundred dollars just
for a few dollars in fees.  We are actually losing money.  

City Manager responded – The food trucks aren’t paying taxes.  What about
the local businesses that are delivering pizza, sandwiches, you are cutting
them out.  

Karim McMeyer – Berry Street – Hackensack – I am so blessed to be given a
chance to express my views in front of you.  I was approved in March and
then  also  denied  in  March  for  a  place  on  Kansas  Street.   I  was  denied
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because I found bedbugs.  I asked about the rules so I could comply and they
said my behavior  was threatening.   I  was pre-approved and then denied
because once again I found bedbugs.  The owner is Wayne Ruddick’s wife.
They said if I wanted to move, I should have just left.  I wanted to state for
the record that the two hardest positions on the planet are by people such as
government  jobs  like  police,  fire,  city  council,  people  in  the  borough,
especially the president of the US and clergy.  People of clergy no matter
what status.  That being said I can not imagine anyone who takes a position
how difficult it is.  

Ari White – Two years ago I moved to Hackensack to start the build out of a
BBQ headquarters around the corner from the breweries.   I  apologize on
their behalf that this blew up the way it did.  I guess you can’t expect less, go
big or go home. I do appreciate that you have put this off for a later date.   I
find  myself  in  between  all  the  crosshairs  and  the  thought  process  as  I
understand it is the fire, health, zoning departments have come together and
if the idea is to support local businesses, that’s great.   I am trying to do
business on my own block.  If the idea is that the department of health has
concerns over the sanitary levels of grounds coming from other cities that
don’t operate at the same level that they expect, again, I don’t fall into that
category as I work all week long under the supervision of the department of
health.  I don’t own a food truck.  My business is a traveling restaurant, often
times that does happen outside, built around bbq trailers and most often we
are actually indoors.  My specialty happens to be kosher.  At a NYC street fair
that may be 10% of the people showing up, most of what I do is actually a
fundraiser  for  organizations  and  we  go  around  the  tri-state  usually  to
communities that don’t have anything.  Hackensack does not have a single
kosher restaurant so there is nothing for the two synagogues here and the
local Jewish community.  We partnered up with the Center For Food Action
which is your local food pantry and soup kitchen.  I understand if you don’t
want  so  many  outside  groups  in  or  if  you  want  to  limit  the  number  of
locations they can go to but I am hit by all three restrictions simultaneously.
It  is  not  that  I  can’t  just  do  six  jobs  at  the  same  location,  if  I  do  six
fundraisers for the food pantry, that is it.  If the local synagogue hires me for
a fundraiser, literally the only way I can take that job is if he puts a big sign
up that says for Jews only, not open to the public.  I don’t think any of us
want that.  I really think on my block we really have the best of what America
has to offer.  We have a Jordanian Arab owner and local tax payer giving his
property to an Orthodox Jewish Texan to bring in a team of Black Muslim,
Jamaican  Rastafari,  Catholics  and  Jews  serving  next  to  a  LGBT  brewery
raising money for this city’s most needy.  This ordinance squashes that and
my ability to do any fundraising for the food pantry for the rest of the year.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – This is why we have pulled it.  When we did this
ordinance, we were not thinking of that part of town.  We were thinking more
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of the events down on Main Street.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia. 

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  – Martin,  Candella,  Workman’s

Compensation Kiselev, Prestol 
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 
6.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.   Meeting
adjourned at 8:14 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on October 15, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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