
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, September 1, 2020.

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85818762651?
pwd=eU1SRXBlVklyYzY5SWE5S3FTSHhuUT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 858 1876 2651 and meeting password is 054001 or by telephone by 
dialing 1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the Deputy City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.  City
Clerk Deborah Karlsson was absent.      

Ms.  Saabye: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

Discussion  Re:  Resolution  –  Intersection  Improvements
Kinderkamack  &  Jefferson  Street:   The  County  is  proposing
improvements of this intersection and is requesting City support.  The City
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supports  the  County’s  project  and  agrees  to  maintain  the  streetlights,
concrete island, traffic signage, ADA complaint sidewalks and ramps.  The
cost  to  the  City  is  Hackensack  Police  traffic  control  during  construction,
certification  of  County  construction  ADA ramps,  monthly  PSEG bills,  new
traffic signals  and  new street  lights,  and  nominal  operational  cost  which
would result from normal wear and tear or damage within the right of way.
This  is  similar to the adaptive light signal  shared service agreement with
have with the County.  

Amendment  to  Ordinance  –  Obstruction  in  Public  Streets
(Chapter 148 and Reserving Parking Spaces (Chapter 170):   This rose
out of some concerns that Dean has encountered with enforcement of same.
Unfortunately, the Judge did not agree with the current ordinance.  Steve and
Dean  made  some  amendments  with  the  assistance  of  our  Municipal
Prosecutor.   This  includes  slow  down,  kids  at  play  signs,  garbage  cans,
barriers.   This  is  for  people  that  hold  parking  spots  in  front  of  their
residences.  They don’t own the property and currently you can not prohibit
somebody from parking.  This is for people that put out chairs to reserve
their right to park in a certain spot and that is not how it works.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  The  first  ordinance  is  essentially  prohibiting
anyone  from using  a  device  in  the  street  for  preserving  parking  or  any
unauthorized traffic control device in the street. If you need an official street
sign, you contact the City and if it’s appropriate the City will put up a traffic
control device.  The other ordinance is people might erect a basketball hoop
in the street. They might leave it and with a lot of wind it may fall down and
hit someone.  This will prohibit athletic equipment on the street or in right of
way. It is not intended to be enforced to stop kids from playing, but they
can’t leave it there over night; it needs to be wheeled back in.  The intention
is not to be overbearing with enforcement, but to have the tool necessary if
there is a safety hazard, the City can write a summons.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – This is for no structures on the sidewalk,
what  if  cars  are  parked  on  the  sidewalks.   Sometimes  cars  park  on  the
sidewalk especially by the restaurant on Fairmount and Main Street.  The
other problem is by Polifly Towing.  They occupy the whole sidewalk so if you
walk on Green Street, you have to walk in the street because they use the
sidewalk for their trucks.  That makes no sense.  That ordinance should be
applied to them too.  They should not be blocking the sidewalks. 

City Attorney responded – Last year we adopted an ordinance that prohibited
blocking a sidewalk, using a driveway and where you can’t encroach on to
the sidewalk.  I  have to  believe  that  what  you are referring to  is  already
prohibited to park a motor vehicle on a sidewalk.  You can write a summons
from the City code.  I will check to be certain.  
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City Manager responded – You cannot park a motor vehicle, motorcycle, car,
truck, anything, on a sidewalk that blocks right of way for pedestrians.  That
is in Title 39.

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – I just want to follow up, would
those little signs telling people to slow down, would they be allowed to be out
there during the day?  A lot of people use those because of speeding issues.
It is a deterrent. That is something beneficial.

City Attorney responded – You can put those up on private property on the
street but you cannot put it in the roadway without the city’s authorization.
It is a liability hazard.  I get the point of it but people can put the little guys
with  the  flags  on their  lawns  and people  will  see  them.   If  they have a
concern about speeding, they can call up the City Manager and say we need
somebody  to  address  the  speeding  issue.   The  solution  is  not  to  have
everyone put things in the middle of the street that the City is not aware of
and not authorized.  

City  Manager responded –  Under  the current  situation,  the City  is  in  the
mode to purchase mechanical traffic devices like new radar for the police
department,  new your  speed  trailers,  and  the  flashing  light  signs  if  you
exceed the limit which are solar powered.  We are prepared to get those
purchased and installed sooner rather than later.  

City Attorney responded – The draft ordinance says this section shall not be
deemed to prohibit the erection upon private property adjacent to the city
street, signs giving useful directional information of a type that can not be
mistaken for official, if not otherwise limited or prohibited elsewhere in the
city.   No one will mistake those little guys with the flag for a speed limit sign
so you can put that out on an adjacent street or on your property.  If it’s not
in the street, you aren’t going to see the city go out of its way to bother
anything that is not in the street.  The intention is not to be overbearing in
enforcement.  The intention is if there is abuse or a situation where the city
sees the risk, that it takes action and Judge Denice is a tough judge.  We
need to make the ordinance clear and consistent.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – Most of the problem is with the basketball
hoop which are left in the street and with the storms they can topple over.  I
hope we can put more devices to control the people that want to speed.  

Introduction of Ordinance – Police Body Worn Cameras:   The
Mayor’s Obama Pledge includes one of the components that the City does
not  have  which  is  body  cameras.   We  have  car  cameras  but  not  body
cameras.  Myself, Jim Mangin, and Lt. Levis researched this and put together
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the funds of $145,892.75 to purchase body cameras for the patrol  police
officers. We will expand that the following year to plain clothes officers and
the detectives.  This provides the ability to defend or restore the confidence
in Police department.  By today’s standards, people want to see it on video
and see proof.  We are gong to provide that and identify a policy that you
have to be using that camera when you go out and if you don’t, you will be
disciplined accordingly.   The Mayor and Council’s  commitment is that the
Police Department will meet the criteria and standards that are set and earn
the public’s trust.  Under the current circumstances with everything going on
in the world, this is essential and needs to be done right away.  Without it,
we will get questioned.  I want to be able to tell people if we said we did it,
we did it and here is proof.  As soon as this is approved, we will work to get
these cameras on all the officers.    

Councilman Battaglia responded – Plus, every officer should carry a taser.

City Manager responded – They have been made aware of it and they are
going to add more but they need to be trained first.    

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – How many body cameras are you buying?
And by when?  

City Manager responded – The initial order is for 120 body cameras.  It is
under State contract so no bid is needed; It is just a matter of supply and
demand.  I don’t know what the current stock is but I am sure body cameras
are a hot commodity right now.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Gary  Terzano  –  Hackensack  –  There  are  two  items  the  Environmental
Commission is asking for.  At a recent meeting, we talked about having a
permit  for  tree  removals  on  private property.   We want  an ordinance  to
require permits. Recently, a neighbor took down two old oak trees out of fear
that they may fall. It cost $4,000 to take the trees down and  use of crane
and safety were included. There are people taking trees down and declaring
them nuisance trees. I  believe we need an ordinance established to have
permits  taken  out  to  take  down  trees,  no  different  than  permits  for
construction  tasks  and renovation  of  houses.   All  permits  should  start  at
$100 and increase based on circumference of the tree.  20 years ago, it cost
$90 dollars to change boilers. $100 dollars today to start is not a big deal but
it will make people realize how important trees are.  Secondly, I would like an
update on proposed improvements to the parks such as Staib, Columbus,
and Johnson.  It has been a year since we talked at Staib park and I want to
know it we will have any construction started before end of the year?  
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City Manager responded - I will follow up with Gary. I’ll have a conversation
with Suburban Engineer because the plans have changed to some degree.  I
don’t have the answer in front of me. I will get it to you.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I  am concerned about charging and how we
charge people to take down trees.  If an arborist or tree company comes and
says this tree needs to come down, and it is a young couple who are new
homeowners that are strapped for cash, now we want to charge them $500
to $1,000 they may change their  mind and now you have a tree that is
dangerous that can fall and damage property or hurt someone.  A damaged
tree has to come down without having them pay for it. We have to address
that and look at all  the concerns and the pricing needs to be looked at.
People are out of work.  There is no reason to take a perfectly good tree
down but if it needs to come down, it needs to come down.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – A couple meetings ago, I gave a suggestion to
put a mildly lit pedestrian sign on Prospect at the crosswalk by the hospital.
The Mayor agreed with me.  Is there any possibility of that moving forward?  

City Manager responded – We are looking into it.  I met with Traffic about it
already.  The issue is who actually owns that and I thought the City owned it
but now I am starting to learn that it may be hospital owned.  We would have
to work with them.  

Mr. Salkin responded – I would assume it would go in the right of way. You
have a  settlement  on the docket  for  Delgado.   It  indicated $60,000 City
money, is that the entire settlement?  Or is there additional funds from an
insurance source? 

City Attorney responded – No, that is the entire settlement.  It’s a personal
injury claim.  

Mr. Salkin responded – With respect to firefighter Kubler and the resolution,
which I agree with your sentiment and intention.  I think the way you are
doing it is a bad idea.  Not that the union would raise this as unfair labor
practices, although it probably is, how will you not afford the same benefit to
any other city employee that passes away to their family?  If you are going to
do it, do it by ordinance and do it across the board.  Doing it by resolution is
a bad idea.  Finally, my last question is, Mayor Labrosse, did you reread the
Record  article  from  August  15  about  the  alleged  illegal  campaign
contribution to your campaign?

Mayor Labrosse responded – I didn’t read it again but as I remember it, it
sounds confusing.  It sounds like we are under investigation but that is not
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what it says.    

Mr. Salkin responded – It doesn’t suggest that you are under investigation, it
suggests you received illegal  contributions.   I  checked the names on the
ELEC  reports  and  one  of  the  people  did  make  a  contribution  to  your
campaign.   You should think about giving it back. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I just want to say something to Ted about the
signs by the hospital.  I am not talking about the existing signs. I am talking
about the two pedestrian signs that are there.  That should have nothing to
do with the hospital.

City  Attorney  responded  –  I  just  want  to  jump in,  I  did  not  prepare  the
resolution for the firefighter that Mr. Salkin raised today and I would suggest
some of  the  concerns  that  were  raised  do  require  further  explanation.  I
recommend approving by resolution a continuation through the next meeting
to be sure they are not cut off but we need an opportunity to look at that.  I
do not always agree but his point is well taken.  I would urge caution.

Richard  Grant  –  Hackensack  –  I  oppose  the  NJ  Transit  plan  to  power  a
microgrid with a new gas fired power plant in Kearny.  If built, it would spew
air  pollutants  24/7  for  30 years.   Governor  Murphy needs to  instruct  the
agency to perform a comprehensive engineering and economic analysis of
powering  the  microgrid  with  some combination  of  renewable  energy  and
energy  storage  technologies.   As  a  volunteer  with  the  Don’t  Gas  the
Meadowlands Coalition, I urged the Hackensack Environmental Commission
to approve a resolution and now I urge the Council to consider and approve
its  own  resolution.   The  bottom  line  is  gas  powered  powerplants  would
adversely affect the health and quality of life of the people who live and work
in this region.  Hackensack is only 12 miles from Kearny.  The greenhouse
gas  emissions  would  hold  back  the  Murphy  administration’s  efforts  to
achieve 100 percent clean energy by 2050.  Here we are again, an investor
group had planned to construct a new gas-fired powerplant in North Bergen
to sell power to New York and that plant would have spewed air pollutants
24/7 for 30 years and it took the Hackensack Environmental Commission,
Council,  and other local government bodies passing resolutions before the
Governor announced his opposition to the project last October.   In 2013,
New Jersey’s plan for a microgrid powered by the powerplant sounded like it
came with a massive federal grant but that solution has been made obsolete
by breakthroughs in science, technology, economics, and public advocacy.
In 2020, we now know not only the oversize impact of methane emissions
but also that gas-fired powerplants do emit methane.  In 2020, we know that
solar energy and batteries and other energy storage technology keep getting
more efficient and affordable.  In 2020, a bill that had been introduced in
every legislative session since 2008 to require  the State DEP to consider
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impact of these facilities on overburdened communities and permit reviews
at last was passed and is headed to the Governor’s desk.  NJ Transit remains
prepared  to  ignore  these  past  and  near  future  breakthroughs  to  the
bewildering exception to the State’s efforts to decarbonize its economy and
promote environmental justice.  Most important, is ready to adversely affect
people’s health and accelerate climate change for 30 years.  Hackensack’s
Environmental  Commission  and  Council  made  a  difference  in  getting  the
North Bergen powerplant rejected. Now we have a window of time to get a
State  agency  counterpart  rejected  and  an  engineering  and  economic
analysis of alternative energy sources done.  Thank you. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – As you had mentioned, this Council did say we
were against the North Bergen project.  We would never vote on this without
having complete study done on how it would affect this area.  Thank you for
brining it  to our attention and we will  make a decision on it  at  the next
meeting or so.

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:01 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on October 6, 2020.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALLISON SAABYE, R.M.C
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