
                                      CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, August 20, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg were in attendance. City Manager
Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven  Kleinman were  present.   Councilman
Battaglia was absent. 

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Residential  Parking  Stickers  –  Central  Ave.  to  James  Street:
Because of the construction at the hospital, it appears to the City that now
people are migrating to a certain section of town to park in which is normally
only  used by residents  so the City  is  going to  create a  $5.00 sticker  for
residents so they will  be covered in this zone.  This includes First Street,
Second Street, Third, High Street, Clay Street, and a portion of James Street.
Once this is approved by ordinance, we will look to see if there are other
streets that need to be covered.  Your drivers license will have to match your
address.   

A motion to open to the public  on this  topic only was offered by Deputy
Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Tom from All Points Towing – Second Street – Hackensack – Only residents got
the notice about this meeting and the discussion about this ordinance.  We
have an issue with this resident only parking from 6pm to 6am because my
business along with some other businesses on the street have been there
before some of the residents have been there.  Hackensack Auto Wreckers
has been there since 1925.  We have no off-street parking.  Since the 70s my
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family has tried to alleviate the off-street parking issue by knocking down the
home between my building and Hackensack Auto Wreckers.  The city denied
that because they wanted to keep it residential.  We have limited off street
parking and we have customers that bring us their vehicles after we close at
5 PM and put them on the street overnight to be serviced the next morning.
This is going to be a problem for us along with other businesses.  I have two
drivers that work overnight and they park their cars on the street because
most of the time I don’t have any parking.  I  only have 4 spaces which I
utilize for police impounds and wrecked vehicles that we tow for the City and
others.  There is going to be an extreme hardship on these businesses if you
adopt this.  The hospital should be finding parking for their employees and
shuttle them back and forth.  It should not be on the backs of the residents
and the residents shouldn’t  have to pay for  a parking permit.   Taxes are
already through the  roof,  not  just  in  Hackensack but  everywhere  in  New
Jersey.  A lot of homes in that area may only have one parking space.  People
used to only have one driver in the house and now you have several so they
have to utilize the street.  This situation is the Hackensack Medical Center’s
responsibility to correct it.  They need to find parking for their employees.
This ordinance will stop us from being able to service customers.  They won’t
have anywhere to put their car.  You can’t put us out of business by doing
this.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am going to recommend tabling this.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Hospital workers have been told not to park
in the neighborhood.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded - We had to do this in other areas and it
worked.  The medical center has plenty of parking and they provide shuttles
for their employees.  There are some that chose not to; they don’t want to
wait for the shuttle.  

Owner of Hackensack Auto Wreckers – I am a taxpayer here since 1925.  I did
not get notified of this change.  This is going to cause a huge hardship on
me.  It is not fair to allow the hospital to expand to the size that it is and
continue to allow it to expand. Now we have to take on the burden of the
hospital.  I am asking you not to pass this.  Please consider how many people
you are going to hurt by passing this.  This should have been looked at a long
time ago  but  you  continue to  let  the  hospital  to  expand.   You  will  push
everyone out of Hackensack.  You are hurting the mom and pop businesses
like me.  I don’t have off street parking.  Thank you.

Donald Goldson – James Street – Hackensack – This idea really stinks.  We
don’t need it on James Street, there is plenty of parking.  I have lived here for
15 years and I  rarely see anybody leave with scrubs and walk up to the
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hospital.  We have parking all day long. With the taxes that I pay, the bigger
issue  should  be  to  fix  the  streets  between  Passaic  and  Central.   Do
something to beautify the city.  

James Street resident – I have a huge issue with this parking permit.  I had to
change jobs recently and my home is too expensive for me to afford so my
nephew came from New York to help me out.  He has two cars.  I have two
spots in the driveway.  I park there and he parks one car there, the other he
parks in the street.  His license is registered to New York.  Now you are telling
me he can’t stay there because he parks on the street.  There is plenty of
parking at  all  times.   I  don’t  understand why you are saying there is  no
parking.   I can see plenty of spots.  Now it will be hard for my nephew to
stay with me since you want to put a parking restriction on the block.  Why
are you penalizing me now?  This is  not fair.   There is plenty of parking.
None of you live on my block.  There are a lot of people in tough situations
where family needs to come help them out every now and then.  I vote for
you to decline this.  

Rob Devills – Second Street – Hackensack – What does this $5 guarantee us?
It won’t get us a parking space.  Other cars can park there.  We are getting
punished for no reason.  You are taxing me for nothing.  No matter what time
you come home on Second Street it is hard to find a place to park.  Everyone
who parks there doesn’t live on Second Street.  There is no parking on the
south side of the street at all.  Out of towners are taking parking spaces from
residents.  This can’t happen.

Kelly Robinson – James Street – Hackensack – What portion of James Street?
Would you take into account her situation? Is she able to get more than one
permit? 

City Manager responded – This is a discussion on parking permits.  This has
not been determined.  We wanted to get community input.  The businesses
weren’t notified because we were interested in what the residents thought
first.  I think we are a little ahead of ourselves here.    

Mayor Labrosse responded – We are getting way ahead of ourselves here.
This is just a discussion.  We are very fair.  The hospital gives designated
parking spots to every single employee but that doesn’t help the people who
want to park in front of their house but can’t because a hospital employee
parked there because he doesn’t want to shuttle from somewhere else.  That
needs to be addressed.  

Third Street Resident – Hackensack – Why are we paying taxes and then have
to  pay $5  for  a  parking  permit?  Other  towns  don’t  charge  you  $5  for  a
permit.  I  lived in Rutherford for years and we didn’t have to pay for our
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permits.  They don’t pay for them in Carlstadt or in East Rutherford.  Our
block  does  not  have  a  problem  with  hospital  employees.   We  do  have
someone who has a truck who parks it all week long.  Five dollars is not a lot
of money but I don’t think we should have to pay it to park in front of our
own house.  

Ron Townes – First Street – Hackensack – We have an auto body shop a few
doors down from me and he parks his cars not only in front of my home but
on the whole street between James and Banta.  I have lived in Hackensack
my entire life and I can’t even park my car in front of my house.  I welcome
this and I would even extend it to 24 hours a day because First Street is a
major thoroughfare.   I don’t want to come home and have to walk a block at
night  to  my  home.   I  should  be  able  to  park  in  front  of  my  house.
Commercial vehicles and businesses should have a lot with enough parking
spaces to serve their business.  The residents should have a right to park in
front of their homes because we all pay taxes here.  I support this 110%.

Regina DiPasqua – Parker Avenue – Hackensack – I paid my 5 dollars over 10
years ago and I can tell you that it doesn’t work.  I can’t park in front of my
house.  There are cars parked on my street without stickers.  The police don’t
see it,  they don’t  look.   It’s  not  enforced.   Want to have a party  on the
weekend?  Where are the guests going to park?  You can park for two hours
without the sticker but who is watching the two hours?  I have not been able
to park in front of  my house all  this  week.  I  come home at 3:30 in the
afternoon and I can’t park in front of my house.  My husband comes home
11:30 at night and can’t park.   It’s a joke. 

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – The city code says between 2AM and 6AM
and lists a whole bunch of streets. I think it is an embarrassment to change
residents $5 if they show proof.  Its an insult to people who pay taxes.  You
aren’t  business  friendly.   These  people  are  telling  you  they  are  running
businesses and this will be a hardship.  I don’t know how you are going to
solve this but these stickers are not the solution.  James Street doesn’t seem
to have a problem so maybe eliminate that.  The stickers do not guarantee
parking and the police do not have time to enforce this.  

James Street Resident – Hackensack – I know this is just discussion but will
the vote go to you guys or to the public?  You said this was because of the
construction of the hospital, to me that is temporary not permeant.  That
means it is not necessary to have parking permits.  Will this be rescinded
once the construction is over? It’s not about the $5, it’s about the principle.
This is just another burden on the taxpayer.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – First an ordinance gets introduced and after that
it will have a public hearing before it gets voted on to be law.  This is just a
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discussion.   This  construction  is  going  to  take  another  4  to  5  years  to
complete.  This doesn’t have to be permeant.  

City  Manager  responded  –  This  was  put  forth  because  some  community
outreach said that this was an issue.  It is not about the 5-dollar fee.  The
reason we have these work sessions is to get feedback from the community.
This is how government works to get input from the community.  We were
just trying to do the right thing by the residents.  

Rory Pringle – Hackensack – Has anyone talked to the hospital about their
issue which is affecting us?  Why doesn’t the hospital get that 5-dollar fee?
Why should  we have to  eat  the  cost?   If  they say  we provide  plenty  of
parking and shuttles.  There should be a list of each employees’ license plate
numbers so when everyone on the street has a sticker except for 2 cars, the
cops  can  see  that  car  doesn’t  belong  here.   Their  employees  should  be
punished if they get ticketed more than once.  You say you have no control
over the hospital but why not? It’s a part of Hackensack.  

City Manager responded – Let me clarify that, I have no control over their
employees.   

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.

Staib Park Update:  Darmofalski Engineering is out to bid for the
issues that we have identified for Staib Park including the reconstruction of
the existing basketball  court,  removing the restrooms, construction of the
new  restrooms,  pavilion,  concession,  and  storage  facility,  construct  new
utilities for the structure, remove and relocate the playground  and the swing
set.  There was discussion for a dog park to be in there, we took input from
the community and the community decided it was not suitable for Staib Park.
There is a schedule to remove approximately 8 trees out of this park.  The
city will replant and replace these trees.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino responded –  Let’s  reach out  to  the Shade Tree
Committee. We promised them we would keep them in the loop.

Amendment  of  Chapter  90  –  Temporary  Food  Establishment
Vendor Permits:  Susan McVeigh – Health Officer – We decided to revisit
our food truck ordinance.  Our existing ordinance only addresses boxed lunch
trucks that are licensed all year in Hackensack with prepackaged food.  We
have had temporary events with food trucks such as the 4th of July.  Those
are temporary and special events.  We felt to avoid confusion and also to be
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proactive and accommodating to these food trucks that are becoming very
popular, we wanted to put it in policy and ordinance form to have everyone
on the same page.  

Recreation Center Fee Schedule:  With the new M&M Building, we
have the ability to use the rec center and the additional rooms for activities
for residents to rent so we are trying to come up with an established fee
schedule for that so people know what the fees would be for these rooms.
Resident fees for 2-hour intervals on a weekday would be $75, weekends
would be $100 and non-residents would be weekdays $150 and weekends
$175. Just to use the room would be $40, weekends would be $65.  If there is
no interest in this, we can close the discussions but it is just another thought
and a way of sharing our resources.  

Resolution Appointing Additional Municipal Court Judge:  We do
this every year.  We got authorization from the assignment judge.   

SRO Agreement:  City  Attorney  –  This  is  for  the  School  Resource
Officer between the Board of Education and the City of Hackensack.  I will
note that on the agenda tonight is  a resolution prior to this  to declare a
necessity due to the issues with conflicts among multiple members of the
City Council.  We can’t have a quorum without declaring necessity as three
members are employed by the BOE or have family members employed.  The
BOE approved the agreement last night so upon your approval tonight we
will  have  the  ability  to  provide  critical  safety  assistance  to  the  schools
through 2024.  The value has gone up.  It was $170,000 a year and I think it
will start at $178,000 a year plus 2% each year for additional costs to the
city.  The BOE will also provide 2 vehicles at their expense to be used by the
SROs.  SROs are considered the gold standard of school security these days.
We have been doing it for several years and we came up with terms to allow
this to continue.  

Resolution Appointing Jason Some to Homeless Task Force:  The
Homeless Trust Fund Task Force was created in 2010.  There are individual
members of the community on this task force to address Bergen County’s
homeless population and Jason has kindly and respectfully volunteered for
this position.  

City Code Update – Treasurer Position:   City Attorney – We are
appointing a City Treasurer tonight so in conjunction with that we looked at
the city code and it is outdated in many places where there are references to
practices  that  don’t  really  reflect  what  we do and references  to  the  city
treasurer prior to the establishment of the CFO position.  There are some
amendments  to  the  code  as  to  how  the  department  of  financial
administration should work now that the law provides for the department to
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be run by a CFO rather than a treasurer.  It is not going to change any of the
practices  of  what  we have been doing,  it  is  more modifying the code to
reflect what those practices are.  All are technical changes, not substantive.  

Ordinance – M&M Building – No Overnight Parking:  The M&M
Building is now open and we want to regulate the parking in the lot so we are
adding it into the city code.  I  have the authority as the City Manager to
override the code if there is a special event or some condition that needs
approval.   We  need  to  regulate  the  parking  because  people  have  been
leaving their vehicles parked overnight.  

Summit Avenue – No Parking Update: There have been several
discussions and meetings over mid-block crosswalks and one of the thoughts
was to remove some parking on Summit and widen it to clear intersections.
The traffic division states that they will never recommend mid-block crossing
on Summit.  A gentleman keeps coming to the meetings saying mid-block
crosswalks will keep people safe. I can’t agree with that.  Summit Avenue has
a speeding problem to start with and mid-block crosswalks are not going to
slow people down.  

Rent  Stabilization  Board  –  Members  Needed: We  don’t  have
enough members on the Rent Stabilization Board for a quorum.   They keep
scheduling meetings but no one shows up.  They are looking for 2 regular
members and 2 alternates.  

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Kathleen Salvo - Hackensack – You should consider not renting the M&M at
all.  There are many issues, you have to worry about people destroying it,
you have to worry about them bringing liquor in, you have to have a janitor
to be there, you don’t know if it is going to be a rowdy party, you are going
to  need police protection, and the electrical bill if they need air conditioning
in the rooms.  I think it should be for residents with staff supervision. I would
not consider renting it for parties or whatever unless it is a meeting in the
afternoon.   I  am  surprised  to  see  no  overnight  parking  in  the  M&M  lot
because we were always allowed to park there and then be gone by morning
especially when it is snowing.  You didn’t have any input from residents on
this one like you did with the people who were here earlier.  We were allowed
to park there for street sweeping as long as we were out by 7AM.  As far as
the trees in Staib Park, I mentioned this to the City Manager when the trees
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were planted on Lodi Street, they are very dangerous.  You might want to
take those trees out and replanting them before they get destroyed.  It is a
safety issue.  I think it is embarrassing to charge $5 for a decal, it doesn’t get
enforced.  We need more policemen.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – Regarding the M&M Building, any functions
that go on in the Civic Center would be ideal over there because there is no
place to park over here for Zumba and the exercise classes.  I wouldn’t rent
it out for anything else like parties.  The gentleman who has been coming
here was not talking about midblock crosswalks on Summit, he was talking
about Prospect.  I take it from one end to the other twice a day.  People cross
in  the  middle  of  the street  because they have no option.   There  are  no
crosswalks between Central and Passaic and it is a long stretch.   There is a
mid-block crosswalk at Ross by Pine.   There are not as many people over
there, there are a lot more on Prospect.  There are no crosswalks.  The city
treasurer position, you didn’t say why we needed it.  It sounds like you saw
an opening for it and could put somebody in that slot.  You found a job for
somebody is what it sounds like.  Why do we need one?

City Manager responded – At a Council meeting, Mr. Salkin brought up the
fact that in the City code we had a section for treasurer, the city has not
updated the code because the title of CFO has never been entered in.  

City Attorney responded – There are two separate issues here.  One is the
need for addition resources in the department of financial administration and
the  second  is  corrections  to  the  city  code.   They  are  not  necessarily
connected.  The corrections to the code are because there are references to
duties the treasurer might perform that the CFO statutorily performs.  There
are references to how checks are cute which is  not  the practice that we
follow.   The belief is that we should correct the code to reflect the process
that we have chosen to undertake.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I  would like to get a definition on mid-block
crosswalks because I think there is a difference between Ross and Pine and
what the gentleman was talking about.  Midblock crosswalks are crossing in
the middle of the street.  

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – As far as the treasurer situation, the mandate
from the state regarding CFOs had come in 1988 so in 1989 the title was
treasurer/auditor.   In fact,  years ago you’d call  the second floor and they
would answer as auditing.  I don’t know why we need a treasurer.  That was
Jim’s title and then he became the CFO.  We functioned for 30 years without
that position.   It  looks to be a fairly healthy salary to start  and the new
language corrected the errors so that it  is not an administrative hiring, it
needs to be the Council.  It does appear that you had someone in mind and
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that person got the job.  From OPRA, the application of the designee is July 3,
the appointment to come for the interview was set up on July 8, the interview
was July 8 and the offer went out on July 10.  There is an email from the
Personnel Director to the applicant setting up the interview with your office,
the email  was sent  from the Personnel  Director  to the City  Manager,  Jim
Mangin, Jaclyn Stout and Jan McBride.  Did those people participate in the
interview? 

City Manager responded – Jan did not.  

Mr. Salkin continued – The resolution you have on says that you are satisfied
and find her to be the best candidate.  When was this discussed?  When did
you come to that frame of mind that the designee is who you want in that
position?   The  resolution  says  the  City  Council  determines  the  best
candidate.  When did they make that determination?  

City Manager responded – I am unsure what you are asking.  There was a
process.  The Personnel Director interviewed people; the final interview was
with me.  This candidate worked for us part time.  

City  Attorney  responded –  The City  Council  will  make  that  determination
tonight  based upon the recommendations of  its  professional  staff.   If  the
Council votes down the resolution, then they would not determine that she is
the best candidate for the position.  

Mr. Salkin continued – I OPRA-ed all of that and saw no recommendations
going from any administration person to the City Council, I saw no minutes of
it being discussed.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – On the Staib Park issue, I want to thank you for
having that meeting at the park to get input from residents.  A lot of us
attended the COW meeting that night as well.  After that, I was approached
to come up with an idea for the paved area in the back of the park, there is
an area about  a half  of  an acre,  paved, used to be the ice skating rink.
Currently it drains into Coles Brook, and we place the snow from other places
back there when it snows.  The Environmental Commission is tasked with
looking for green space which is scarce in Hackensack.  We would like to see
that  area  renovated  and  made  pervious,  make  it  green.   Maybe  put  a
tranquility park.  Currently, we are having a subcommittee of residents to
come up with some ideas hopefully by October.  The dog park isn’t going in
so that saves $35,000.  We feel that area should be bought back to being
green.  
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No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:
1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  – Martin,  Candella,  Workman’s

Compensation Lett, Zisa 
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of

the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.
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Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. Meeting adjourned at 11:32
PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.   Meeting  adjourned  at
11:32 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on September 10, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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