
                                      CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Monday, July 22, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were
present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Recycling Pick Up Schedule (Bottles/Cans):  Mike Sermabekian,
Recycling  Supervisor  –  I  understand  there  is  leftover  recycling  from  the
opposite  source  that  is  being  picked  up.   This  week  we  are  collecting
newspaper and cardboard.  The recycling costs have dropped 2,000 dollars
within  the  first  month.   Secondly,  the  recycling  sorting  facility  greatly
appreciates the clearer  recycling on top so we are less likely  to lose the
sorting  facility.   There  will  be  growing  pains.   We  have  made  some
accommodations along the way for businesses and buildings that produce a
high volume of cardboard or cans.  The recycling center is  open and Mr.
Inglima has been talking about bringing on a part time person to extend the
hours since most people work 9 to 5 and the facility is only open 8 to 4. We
are also open Saturdays.  

City Manager responded – I think we are pretty ambitious with starting this at
the height of recycling because people are using more bottles and cans now
than any other part of the year.  I would urge the Council to let this play out
until November and let it cycle through.  We will keep tweaking the system
and remember this is  a learning curve.   We have never done it  this way
before but we are trying to improve this service to the residents.  I think not
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trying this would be the big mistake.  We used to earn $60,000 for recycling
then  it  started  costing  us  almost  $60,000.   We are  now providing  clean
separation so we will start to get some money back because if they find a
truck load that is mixed, they flag it and we get no money back.  I would like
to just get to 

neutral in the cost of recycling.  
   
Councilman Battaglia responded – We are only saving $2,000 a month so far
so with all the headaches from the residents, is it worth the $2,000?

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I would do away with it for now.  Some
people have more recycling than garbage.  We go through bottles of water
like crazy.  If we want to start slow, let’s keep the paper and cardboard every
other  wseek and let’s go back to once a week.  

Mike Sermabekian responded –  Another thing to consider is  our  vehicles.
Right now we are on our spare spare.  We have three trucks out.  It is a big
stress especially in the summertime.  We are keeping our manpower right
where we should be.  It is another cost to look at.  Three more men and
another vehicle.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – My concern is the amounts.  Last week with the
bottles the night before it stormed, there was wind and the entrance to Brook
Street looked like a recycling center.  

Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  responded  –  What  if  we  do  a  summer
schedule? Two pickups? 

City Manager responded – I  will  meet with Joe Inglima and discuss these
suggestions.

Ordinance Clarifying ‘Resident Only’ Parking:  This issue came up
because of the hospital and parking is spilling out over Second Street by the
church.   We  need  to  tighten  the  ordinance.   We  want  to  redefine  the
ordinance for resident only parking so we can take care of the residents in
the area.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  The  way  the  ordinance  reads  is  if  you  are  a
resident of a certain listed street then you can get a parking permit. So, if
you  live  on  River  Street  you  can  get  a  parking  permit  for  River  Street.
Someone can conceivably interpret it the way that it is written as if you live
in the area of River Street you can get a permit.  We want people to fully
understand and not misperceive it.  We want to make it crystal clear.  We
want  to  make it  clear  that  you  have to  live  on the  street  listed,  not  an

07.22.19   2



adjacent street.  It does not really change that part of the city code.  It is just
to make it clear.  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded  –  Most  of  these  cars  are  hospital  employees.
Every employee at HUMC gets a designated parking spot somewhere, not
the street.  It may be in our best interest to reach out to HUMC.  They have
the plate numbers.  If we give them the plate numbers of the people parking
on the street when they have a parking spot that would alleviate a part of
the problem.  The people don’t want to be shuttled, they would rather walk 3
blocks.  

Introduction of Floodplain Ordinance:  City Attorney – We have
Chapter 89 in our City code which deals with flood hazard areas which was
adopted in the 1980s and amended in the 1990s.  That dealt with various
requirements for construction, permitting, properties in areas that tend to
flood.  Over time, there is a regular revaluation process with the federal and
state government to map out areas where there are flooding at certain levels
and update the best practices that a community should have to mitigate and
prevent flooding.  NJ DEP and FEMA have directed municipalities that want to
be able to be eligible for their residents to be able to buy flood insurance
should update their ordinances and flood maps.  This is part of that process.
We have proposed an amended floodplain ordinance based upon a model
that the NJ DEP has recommended.   We sent it to the DEP for comments and
we received them late in the day today with changes so what you are voting
on today has been reviewed and approved by NJ DEP.  This is a necessity for
the  Council  to  act  upon  today  to  move  forward.   There  were  about  100
different changes.  The maps have changed.  There was a process through
FEMA to update them.  There are also updated building standards and such.  

New Bus Shelter Installations:  There are two bus shelters being
added to our inventory one is right across from City Hall by the bench by the
employee parking lot.  The other is south bound on State Street by Passaic
Street.  They are installing them; we just need to maintain them.  We are not
adding any bus stops, we are just putting the bus shelters in.   

Handicapped Parking at  Foschini  Park:   Because of  the  use  of
Foschini  Park,  we need to  increase handicapped parking.   There  are  two
parking spaces there now and we are adding another two spaces for a total
of four handicapped parking spaces.  

Resolution – Bergen County American Legion Centennial: This is
a  supporting  resolution  for  100  years  of  service  for  the  Bergen  County
American Legion.  
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Riverwalk:  We have been around and around on this but we have to
come up with a majority decision for this should it be concrete, pavers, or
asphalt.  

Albert Dib responded – The Riverwalk by Fairleigh Dickenson is all asphalt
and then it turns into trex and the trex there now isn’t even made anymore.
Concrete lasts a long time but it  is  not maintenance-free either.  You are
going to have to deal with it being uprooted too.  Saddle River Park is all
asphalt so people can ride bikes, skateboard, roller skate, and run.  Concrete
you will  have a long-lasting walkway without the opportunity to do much
more than that.  There are a lot of runners at FDU.  If you have a path that
comes all the way down to the southern end, you might be able to get in a
5K.  Pavers are essentially concrete but it is uneven so you aren’t going to
want to roller skate or skateboard or anything.  The cheapest to maintain is
probably asphalt.     Pavers are also a tripping hazard.   They had pavers
behind FDU by the ecological  signs to fish and it  is  a mess,  they are all
broken up or missing.  I would stay away from them.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg – Concrete with pavers
Deputy Mayor Canestrino – Concrete
Deputy Mayor Sims – Concrete
Councilman Battaglia – Asphalt 
Mayor Labrosse – Concrete 

Signs Prohibiting Bicycles on City Sidewalks:  There have been
numerous  complaints  of  people  riding  bicycles  on  city  sidewalks.
Councilman Battaglia has led this charge and we are going to install signs in
Spanish and English and start enforcing this because some of these people
come flying down the sidewalks and it can seriously hurt someone.    

Resolution  –  Relocation  of  Sewer  Easement  for  Record
Property:  City Attorney – This gets into redevelopment which is not my
area of expertise but I understand it as part of the Record redevelopment,
the city  had a sewer line underneath there and we had an easement to
operate  that  line.   Because the  site  is  now the  site  of  a  redevelopment
project,  the  line  will  have  to  be  moved  somewhat,  so  the  easement
documents need to be updated to reflect the proper layout of the new line.
This  resolution  is  to  essentially  accept  the  new easement  to  update  the
property documentation and move forward so they can begin building.   The
original easement was 15 feet wide however current standards are 20 feet.
Our engineer advised that it is sufficient so we can get to the sewer.  The
resolution is subject to final approval by me as well as our assigned engineer.
We are just  finalizing some details  to make sure we get  this  right.   This
resolution does not become effective until our engineer is satisfied with the
language protecting and covering the circumstances we are faced with.  
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Background Checks for Board Members: City Attorney - My office
was  asked  to  prepared  an  ordinance  that  would  provide  non-fingerprint
criminal background checks for various boards and commissions.  We can
introduce it at the next meeting that changes the various sections that deals
with  volunteers  that  as  part  of  their  application  process  they  would  go
through a criminal background check.  Would the Council like it to cover all
city boards as opposed to just people who work with children for example?
You can make a rational distinction that certain boards require it and certain
do not.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I  don’t  think you need it  for the Shade Tree
Commission or Rent Control, I don’t see it necessary for every board.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I would say just Planning and Zoning
Board.   You  want  to  protect  the  city  because  these  people  are  making
decisions.

City Manager responded – It would just be a screening.  Most of the time you
won’t have to look any further.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  We  are  just  looking  for  some  guidance  here.
Again, if you are looking at people who deal with finances, there are fiduciary
duties and things where you want to make sure the person handling the
checkbook hasn’t been convicted of embezzlement.  

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

No one wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  
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Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:
1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation – Riotto, et al.  vs Hackensack,

Worker’s Compensation (Lorenzo Lett)
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:13
PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW meeting was  offered by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.  Meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on August 20, 2019. 

07.22.19   6



ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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