
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Monday July 20, 2020 

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89290667790?
pwd=UUxQNjNPYldJc3NGT0Y5T1pBSEQ0UT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 892 9066 7790 and meeting password is 847307 or by telephone by 
dialing 1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino,  Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  and  Attorney  Steven  Kleinman  were  present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.     

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

Intro to Ordinance – Permanent “No Cash” Policy:  City Attorney
– The City went to a no cash policy via resolution due to Covid a few months
prior.  There have been no major  complications  as  a  result  of  this.   With
consultation from the Tax Collector, the thought was that we make this a
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permeant policy. Several other Bergen County municipalities have done so.
Case law says you have the right to legally implement this.  There are some
exceptions for $25 dollars of less, tickets at the box office, cash bail in the
Court where we are legally obligated to accept cash.  The volume of cash will
be reduced.    

Resolution – Increasing Minimum Bid Threshold:  Starting July 1,
2020 the State increased the bid threshold to $44,000 and quote threshold
to $6,600.     

Streetscape & Stormwater Bid Update:   The City received three
bids which were opened on 7/14/2020.  South Newman Street and Temple
Avenue was a re-bid for $192,338.50.  The engineer’s estimate was higher.
The second was Main Street Phase I Streetscape and Cifelli & Sons came in
at  $972,712.45.  The  engineer  estimate  was  higher.   The  Main  Street
Streetscape Phase II Cifelli & Sons Contractors came in at $1,297,292.70 and
the  estimate  from the  engineer  was  also  higher.   So,  these  all  came in
favorably to the city.  We should probably move forward and award these as
recommended by the engineer.  

Condo / Co-op Board Name Modification:   City  Attorney – I  am
going to ask that we do not introduce this ordinance tonight.  This was a
request from the Board to change the name because it does not reflect what
the City code says.  They want the name to reflect apartment dwellers as
well. Once the ordinance was drafted, it was sent to the Condo Board and
now they have asked to change the name to something slightly different.  It
does not affect their duties or responsibilities, it is just a name change.  It will
be pulled tonight and introduced at the next meeting.  

Resolution – NEA Our Town Grant:  The National Endowment of the
Arts made funding available to support projects that integrate the arts.  The
City would like to request the grant for the completion of the Demarest Place
Cultural Connector Planning Initiative.  The grant would be for $50,000 and
the City would match $50,000.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I  looked into this today.  We have
been wanting to clean up that whole Demarest Place area for a while.  It
connects with the bus terminal and you can walk up to Main Street and it
leads into the area behind the parking garage by the HACPAC.  We have
done art work there before and it connects people to the HACPAC and brings
people from the bus terminal to Main Street.  It will get multi-use.  We have
talked about working on it for a while and there is grant money out there so
why not go after it?  There are many ways we can make it look nicer.  

Recreation  Park  Permits:  Some  of  our  concerns  are  the  park
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monitoring, bathroom facilities, coaches abiding by covid rules, etc.  I  am
looking  for  direction  from  the  Council  to  open  sports.   The  problem  is
baseball  has  the  least  amount  of  contact.   Basketball  and  soccer  have
contact.  I am trying to find a middle ground.   

  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – I  have been utilizing  parks  in
other towns for baseball with my son and the kids, coaches, and spectators
are  following  the  guidelines  in  place.   Some  guidelines  they  follow  are
everyone is getting temperature checks before the game, hand sanitizing
after every inning, spacing out the kids in the dugout, bringing own chairs,
not sharing equipment, own baseballs.  Those protocols are in place during
practice and games.  There have been no issues or complaints.  I know some
of the concern is if it is fair to open up for baseball and no other sports but
you have to look at the game and there is no contact in baseball. I have
concerns about our kids getting into a rut and sitting behind video games
and not exercising or socializing.  I think that does a lot more harm.  If we
can host games and have these kids outside and still abide by the guidelines,
I think that is what we should do and encourage that.  All the neighboring
towns are allowing the use of fields.  We have been playing in all different
towns.  If we could modify other sports then I would be for that too.  We
should not be of  the mentality  that it  is  not fair  for  just  one sport  to be
allowed.  Do I think it is fair that restaurants can’t have patrons inside yet
they can go into retail? No.  If it is a safe sport and we can phase into it
safely, then I don’t know why we wouldn’t.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – Related to soccer, we can practice drills
where you shoot the ball 20 yards to the goalie and they are spaced apart.
Full contact I am afraid that they will get infected and bring it home to their
houses.  I don’t think you can play games, just drills.  People were playing in
Baldwin Park.  They cannot have a full game there.  The past few days I have
not seen anyone but if I see someone, I am going to do something because it
is not right that we have been sitting home for over 150 days and now we
will go back to square one because some people don’t listen.  I agree with
Stephanie.   Baseball  is  a stationary  game with no real  contact  but  other
sports like wrestling, basketball, soccer, they need to be in contact to play.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Are you talking about kids that live in just
Hackensack on this team or are they from other towns?   

Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  responded  –  It  is  a  travel  team  though
Baseball of Hackensack so the kids are from Hackensack, Maywood, Rochelle
Park 
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Deputy Mayor Sims responded – We are not worried about the kids from
other towns, we have to worry about the kids from Hackensack.  We got
three or four kids from Hackensack on these teams and we are extending it
and they aren’t even a sending district anymore.   That doesn’t make any
sense.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Whatever we can do to safely do
drills for soccer or do different things.  We have more than three kids from
Hackensack on this team but whatever we can do to get these kids out.  We
are not taking field space from anyone else.  We are able to social distance
and follow the guidelines.  Why wouldn’t we allow them to?  Just because
another sport isn’t safe we are going to punish these kids?  That makes no
sense to me.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – We are opening the doors for four or five
kids  from Hackensack just  because Maywood is  opening  up their  field  or
Rochelle Park, it doesn’t mean we have to.  Rose said 70 towns in Bergen
County and no more than 8 or 9 have opened up.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – That is not true.  I have played
on more than 8 or 9.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino – If it is safe for these children and they are getting
exercise, why not let them use the park? 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I have gone to my grandson’s games.  It is a
travel team so you are playing other towns anyway, it doesn’t matter.  You
are playing against other towns to begin with.  The bleachers are 6 feet apart
so  you  know  where  to  sit,  only  so  many  kids  in  the  dugout,  balls  get
changed, different catchers’ equipment, all kinds of things that you normally
wouldn’t  do.   These kids  are  out  there  playing together  in  the day time
anyway.  I see them all over the place.  I understand the concerns but it you
can do it safely, then do it.  I think it is safer playing baseball than going to
Shop Rite.  

City Manager responded – I will sit down with Rose and the coaches about
how  they  think  this  should  be  facilitated.   We  have  to  follow  the  State
mandate  rules.   We  will  meet  with  the  people  of  baseball.   If  that  is
successful, then we will meet with the soccer people.  We will take it from
there.  We can learn from other towns.  Coaches need to take responsibility 

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – I want names of the towns that are doing
this.  How many chances are we going to give them if they mess up?  I think
once and then they are out.  
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Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – One time we catch you not following
the rules and you are done.  They have to sign in writing like they do with
construction.  You have to enforce these rules and that is it.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – You are dealing with seven, eight, nine,
ten-year old’s and sometimes they make a mistake.  

City Manager responded – The coaches have to take the responsibility for
being coaches to the level they are supposed to.  I will start there and send
out a follow up once we get something in place.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – The new traffic light in front of Court Plaza, if
you are driving south and you were making a right turn off of Sussex to go
south, you can’t see the color of the light.  I am talking about opposite the
triangle.  You can’t see it. Something is wrong with it.  I would ask the City
Manager to get someone out there to look at it. Secondly, you have a mildly
blinking pedestrian light at Sussex and State Street which is a good thing.
You really need those in by the crosswalk at the hospital.  It can’t be that
expensive.  It was interesting to listen to you speak about the sports.  I went
to the coivd testing at the High School on Wednesday and there were some
young men playing soccer at the high school doing drills.  You may want to
coordinate with the schools and the state athletic conference.  They looked
like they were doing what they were supposed to be doing.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – As a matter of records, I think the State is now
going to mandate a waiver to play high school sports I believe.

Barbara  McAffee  –  I  have  two  children  in  Hackensack  and  I  am  also  a
volunteer softball coach and I agree that we should push forward provided all
the coaches and parents are on the same page as far as the safety of our
kids coming first.  I do see a decline in my kids wanting to be active.  I think
it is important that we all come together slowly but in baby steps to ensure
that we get these kids out there.  My son will be a freshman and football is
starting at the High School and we have great parents and coaches and we
are ready to get them out there and ensure they have fun with their peers.  I
want to thank you for everything.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – Would you agree to sign a waiver if your son
gets sick saying you won’t sue the city?

Ms. McAffee responded – Yes, as a parent it is my responsibility as well as
the coach to ensure my son’s safety.  I would take precaution as a parent
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and as a  coach to make sure everyone on my watch, my child, or a child
under my care at the time, make sure that each one of them are doing what
they have to do.  I feel very confident in the people that are working with my
children.  

City Attorney responded – I would caution the Council that even if we do go
forward  there  is  some  question  whether  a  waiver  would  eliminate  any
potential  liability on behalf of the City. I  would not suggest that a waiver
would solve all of these issues even if they were signed.  It may be helpful
but right now everyone is trying to figure out what their legal exposure is
with respect to coivd19.  Don’t take that as a silver bullet to address any
concerns  you  may  have  as  you  are  still  obligated  to  implement  a  safe
program in your judgement.

Frank Astete – I own a business near Route 80 and  I use the entrances of
Route 80 going East and Route 80 going West.  I have been there over 30
years and have seen quite a bit of accidents at Kennedy Parkway  at the
intersection  where  everyone  goes  into  the  highway.  People  coming  from
State Street have a blind curve and are unable to stop.  I  have spoke to
many people about this over the past 20 years.  Some changes have been
made  but  there  should  be  a  sign  warning  people  of  the  curve  and
intersection coming up so they can proceed with caution.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I recommend to the City Manager that Traffic go
and evaluate that curve.  It is a blind curve.  Maybe they can address it with
signage or a new light.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack -  I came a little late but I have a question.  I
think of myself as a former recreation person in town with sports.  Human
nature, in Stephanie’s case the kids are young and need to be guided by the
parents and coaches.  What if a parent comes to the game and maybe had a
few beers and shows up not wearing his mask?  Who is in charge over and
above the coaches?  People don’t want to be confrontational.  Who is going
to tell that person to get their mask on or leave the area?  It is a critical
issue.  My friend went into Shop Rite and forgot his mask. He was helping a
senior  citizen  and  everyone  was  looking  at  him strangely  until  someone
finally said something.  No one on staff at Shop Rite said anything to him.
This is what we are facing today.  People don’t want to be involved and tell
people what to do.  I think that is critical no matter what sport or meeting we
have.  How will you work with that? 

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Once a child is in their location,
the parents  are not  allowed over  by  the child.   They have to  be by the
outfield  or  in  a  designated area.   I  haven’t  witnessed  anything  like  that
happen.   The  athletes  are  not  allowed  to  go  back  to  their  parents  or
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spectators until the end of the game.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – If they make one mistake, they are out.

Mr. Terzano responded – But this is spectators, not the team itself.  How are
you supposed to tell a spectator when you are in public you are all supposed
to be wearing masks according to the Governor. Wear a mask if you can’t
socially distance in public.    

City Manager responded – The City could implement under the Executive
Order under covid that all park use will require the wearing of a mask.  If not,
we will ask you to leave the property.  I am fearful we will be right back at it
again soon with all these people retuning from vacation.  We will see what
kind of outbreaks we will have.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Many parks have signs all over
the park with the guidelines.  

City Manager responded – Can the City establish a rule under the current
crisis requiring everyone wear a mask in city parks? 

City Attorney responded – I don’t see any reason why we couldn’t do that.
People follow the news. Georgia issued a mandatory mask order.  I can check
all the Executive Orders but the best of my recollection local government
authorities have the power to establish rules and regulations for the use of
city parks.  Ultimately, if that should be required, I think we could do it but
we would have to reconfirm if that’s the direction the City wants to go.  It is
more about sending the message that it is the right thing to do.  I don’t think
you will be sending Dean or anyone into the parks all day long to enforce it.
It is more about putting up the sign saying it is a city requirement.  Most
people voluntarily comply with it.  If it gets bad then you have to address the
issues.  You encourage people to comply without becoming overly intrusive
in their personal affairs.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – There is no way to enforce this unless you
have deputies in the parks like they have at the beach.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – If baseball wants to have baseball then this
is something they need to look into.  

Peter Marchesani – Hackensack – Just a comment on athletics, I am assuming
there  will  be  no  attempt  to  open  the  splash  pads.   Is  that  totally
unacceptable for the City?  Do we recycle water? Is it chlorinated?  Is there
any  way  we  can  schedule  times  for  kids?   With  the  heat  wave  and
everything, we have these two facilities and kids that are crying to get out.
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There is limited liability in terms of spacing. It is something to think about
given the heat wave.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – It is allowable by the State but a lot of people
are not opening theirs in spite of it.  

Councilman Battaglia  responded – I  think it  is  safe.  New York and many
other towns opened their splash parks and their swimming pools.  

City  Manager  responded  –  We  would  consider  it  but  because  of  the
shutdown, we didn’t  hire any part time staff or lifeguards because of the
shutdown.  If it is the wishes of the Council, we will open the splash pads but
it will take some time because none of these people are on standby.  The
second I said there was no summer camp, the Governor said we can open
camps.  All of this doesn’t happen overnight.  

Stephen Thompson – Hackensack – I am on the board for soccer, baseball,
and soccer.  I have two kids that are in the public schools.  My concern is not
about the recreation program but my concern is about what is and is not
allowed currently  in  our  city  parks.   Two nights  ago I  was kicking  a ball
around in the park with my own kids and a Police Officer removed us.  She
told us we were not allowed to be there but baseball was allowed.  We were
about 50 or 60 feet of anybody else who was in the park.  It was just the two
of us.  That night there were 20-something adults playing a game of futsal on
the blacktop at Baldwin and all of their children, easily 20 kids, were on the
softball field playing another game.  That same scene does on day after day.
That is risky.  I agree with Councilman Battaglia that soccer has an inherent
risk of contact. I understand wanting to restrict that but there are signs on
the parks saying nothing is allowed but some things are enforced and some
aren’t.  The officer that removed us from the field said to me baseball is
allowed but I can’t kick a soccer ball with my kid?  What is and what is not
allowed?  My daughter is a pitcher in softball, am I allowed to play catch with
her in the park?   

City Manager responded – To my understanding, and I don’t know why the
Police Officer said that to you, is that there are no games.  If you want to
throw a Frisbee or kick a ball around with your children, by all means you are
allowed.  If  you  call  the  City  Manager  Office,  there  is  clearly  a
miscommunication here because you were not given proper instruction. I will
track this down and get back to you.    

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – One thing on the Splash Parks, because
they are Green Acres they would have to be open to all of NJ, it can not be
limited  to  Hackensack  residents,  which  may be a  problem.   I  have seen
organized sports in other places where in addition to the waiver, there is a
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code  of  conduct  signed  by  the  family  and  the  coach  has  it.   It  has
consequences.  If you don’t wear a mask, take out the code of conduct for
that family and they would not be allowed back. If you could tailor it to each
sport.  I have seen other towns do that even with camps.   Thank you.  

City Attorney responded – In a general sense that is true.  We have looked at
this  issue,  and  when  there  are  substantial  capacity  issues  such  as  with
certain indoor facilities, there is a way to have priority for City residents but
we would have to look into that very carefully.   I  agree that the general
principle is that they need to be open and non-restricted.  If there is an issue
there may be some way where we can have some level of priority.  I can’t
guarantee that without looking at it very carefully.  You don’t want the State
to get involved in a Green Acres issue, it doesn’t end well.

Cam Martinez – Hackensack – My son is also playing baseball with a travel
team here in Hackensack.  I wanted to add that we do have a safety officer
in  place  and  parents  know  what  is  expected  of  them  as  far  as  social
distancing and everything involved.  Everyone has taken responsibility on
our team to make sure family members are attending the game, our own
behavior and our children’s behavior are respecting the fact that covid is
very real and that we can get sick.  We are making sure we are following the
guidelines.  We should open up our fields for baseball because we are taking
every precaution we can.  If it is an option, I would love for you to consider it.
Thank you. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am in favor of opening it up, I totally agree
with Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.  It’s good for the mental health of these
kids, the parents, and the grandparents.  It  is good for their mental well-
being.  Long term, the mental part of this whole pandemic could be worse
than the virus itself.  

Shirley Abraham – Hackensack - I am the safety officer for the travel baseball
team of Hackensack.  I wanted to assure you guys that we do realize how
real covid is and how prevalent it is everywhere.  We, the parents, are taking
the responsibly  and brining  our  kids  to  these sports,  are also  taking  the
necessary precautions and making sure our children are kept safe especially
since  we  are  encountering  families  from other  towns.  Everyone  is  social
distancing and taking precautions on and off the field.  This is important for
the kids.  As adults, we are finding different ways to cope but for children,
their world has been turned upside down.  It is easy to do with precautions in
place to let them have something for the summer.  Thank you. 
 
No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
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seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 6:56 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on August 18, 2020.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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