
                                      CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, June 11, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were
present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

CSO Overview:  Arcadis Engineers - The City of Hackensack received
a discharge elimination permit from the State 5 years ago and in that permit
was a requirement for the city to develop a long-term control plan.  The city
discharges combined sewer overflow to the Hackensack River and because
of water quality issues the State has asked all CSO communities to develop a
plan.  

Arcadis  Engineers  presented  a  slideshow  regarding  an  overview  of  the
combined  sewer  system  overflow  and  the  alternatives  that  the  city  will
consider.    

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Richard Salkin  –  Hackensack  –  There  have been no cost  workups  on  the
tunnel or the tank yet, no?   The vortex vales at the present locations, while
mandated by the DEP many years ago, I believe back up and flooding are
central.  We are talking about tanks and tunnels retaining so be mindful that
you don’t want to do that if you go with an alternative.  It is a real problem,
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the flooding in certain areas.  

Arcadis responded – You are right, the vortex values restrict the flow to the
BCUA  interceptor  system  so  the  storage  and  tank  alternative  in  the
presentation would basically allow that excess flow to go into a tank and hold
it.  Even with the storage tanks that are ultimately sized, the overflows will
not  be closed off.  DEP understands.      The Court  and Anderson Street
outfalls are here to stay because as we know there will always be a storm
event greater than the previous.  There will always be another Superstorm
Sandy on  the  horizon  that  will  have to  be  addressed so the  outfalls  will
remain open.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  

YMCA Presentation:  The Metro YMCA of the Oranges did a short
presentation proposing a partnership with the City of Hackensack to build a
new YMCA Community Center at Johnson Park.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Have there been any other sites
in  the  City  considered?   My  two  main  concerns  are  that  green  space  is
valuable and we are not a town with a lot of green space.  Also, I have safety
concerns about children crossing over River Street.  I would want to explore a
traffic study and seeing the impact.  

YMCA  responded  –  We  have  spoken  to  another  developer  and  that
conversation  could  be  alive  but  it  would  likely  be  a  different  transaction
which would be too costly for the YMCA.  Safety is our number one priority at
the Y.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I am not understanding the size and
proportion of Johnson Park and where the tennis courts are and what exactly
and where.  

YMCA responded  –  The  Sears  lot  is  over  an  acre  in  size  and  we  would
incorporate the entire Sear’s lot.  The building footprint is 30,000.  The Sear’s
lot  is  a  little  over  an acre.   There  are  tennis  courts  currently  where  the
building would be placed along with a maintenance shed and a playground.
They would be relocated to where the Sear’s lot is now.  There will be about
200 parking spots around the facility.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded- I am totally against it at Johnson Park.  I am
for it if we look at another property in Hackensack.    That is just my opinion.

06.11.19   2



Councilman Battaglia responded – You are going to create more traffic in that
particular area when the kids walk to the soccer field.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – You say in your letter that you have successfully
partnered with several municipalities.  We would like to get copies of those
agreements to see what they are about and what they offer.     

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – I don’t want to be a grinch but there is a deed
restriction on Johnson Park.  The Johnson family aggressively sought to get
the park back because of  the uses that the city was making which were
questionable.   The judge found that the police pistol  range and the DPW
vehicles were not used to service the park and therefore isn’t a park use.
The YMCA is a wonderful organization and it is an exciting concept.  

YMCA  responded  –  We  are  aware  of  the  deed  restriction  and  we  have
consulted with our attorney about that and we feel confident we can work
through that process.  

Joe Sommers – Hackensack – I too have a modest proposal.  Where the Sears
is now, there is a huge property and the children won’t have to cross River
Street.  Sears can donate it to the YMCA. Green Acres means exactly that,
photosynthesis, green grass, trees.  I propose getting the Sears building and
either tearing it  down or rehabilitating it  and use all that property so the
children would not have to cross River Street and we would be all set.  You
wouldn’t take away our Green Acres.  Thank you.

Martin Cramer – Hackensack – I am a member of the Environmental Board
and the Y.  Almost every service just mentioned is available at the current Y.
Whatever reason for putting the Y in Johnson Park, political, economic, tax-
wise, social, legally you can’t do it.  Green Acres will not permit it.  Johnson
Park is on the open space ROSI.  It has been on there and Hackensack has
been bound by Green Acres regulations since the 1980s.  Under Green Acres
regulations,  not  indoor  construction,  but  outdoors  and  open  space.   You
would have to continue Johnson Park as an outdoor recreation area.  You are
talking about a building.   You can only put structures to support the outdoor
facility such as a storage shed, restrooms, you can’t put a building there.
While the Y is a non-profit, it is required under Green Acres rules that in their
charter is must say the acquisition and preservation of land or water areas of
a  particular  area  is  a  natural,  scenic  or  open  condition.   That  is  a  state
statute.  You can’t put it there for legal reasons.  You said you do this in parks
around the country, in Summit, you can’t put buildings in an open space park
if it has Green Acres regulations.
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YMCA responded – You are correct…if the property is funded.  All of Green
Acres space, unfunded or funded, ends up on the ROSI.  The big difference is
if  it  is  funded  or  unfunded.   Green  Acres  offers  money  for  development
projects which require land, once you accept money and use it on a site it is
now incumbent and can be used for outdoor recreation only.  If the site is an
unfunded one on the ROSI, it can have indoor recreation.  I spoke with the
State about it, met with them, and went through the whole thing.  We were
expecting a negative response but turns out the program we offered today is
supported by Green Acres.  Not only permitted, but supported by them.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – Speaking from the heart, all  the efforts that
recreation, DPW, City hall, spends on trying to maintain our parks the best
we can for the few parks we have, we need more parks but we can’t get
them.  Ironically in the winter, I asked about purchasing that parking lot to
prevent a developer from coming in and developing that lot.  I don’t know
how that parking lot ever got into that park.  I asked the city to look into it, to
purchase it, to protect it just for these purposes that we are hearing tonight.
Nothing  against  the  YMCA.   This  footprint  here  with  the  parking  lot
surrounding the building takes up about 25-30% of the park and that isn’t
right.  We can manage our own parks.  The Y has a good spin but I support
the Y staying in Hackensack within another area and be a real partner with
Hackensack.  Be a partner just like other Hackensack businesses and find
another spot.  I know where you guys are coming from because you don’t
have to spend a lot of money.  You don’t have to buy property so it would cut
down on your investment.   Every developer is coming in here and spends
money to purchase the property.  Good luck but I am totally against it.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – I would like to say Mr. Cramer just made an
argument against Leo’s dome in the park for the same reasons.  However, it
is unfunded and that is why the dome can be there.   I think the children of
Hackensack deserve an upgrade.  My son is 21 and he learned to swim at the
Y, it was old then.  It is used by the residents.  You could put a bridge over
River Street. A traffic study will determine that.  It is for the kids.  This is
something the kids use.  My son went to the summer camp.  My 2 older boys
in their 30s went to the summer camp.  It is a good neighbor.  If they sell the
property on Main Street, it goes back on the tax rolls.  That is a win win.  We
need the Y.  People love to go there.  The Y is an attraction for residents to go
swimming, to be a member of a club, it is for the whole family.  It is needed.
Thank you.  

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – All good intentions of the Y.  Back in the day
that is where the high school went to swim.  This is great.  It is previous land
and it is regulated by the tidal.  We have hodgepodge of everything right
now, this is they will build it, they will pay.  We spent 9 million on an M&M
Building.   I know open space is important but we took it away at the M&M
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Building.  This could be win win.  You will sell the corner property which is
very valuable to build a state-of-the-art facility which will be good for every
age.  This will be at no cost to the tax payer, no PILOT program.  They will flip
the property they will sell back to Hackensack.  Thank you.

Pedra Delveccio – Hackensack – I  think the Y is a great organization,  my
family has made use of many programs.  I support the project but not in this
location.  This is river front and one of the few places with river front access.
It is a huge portion of that park.  All of the park is currently used.  It is not the
right  place.   I  appreciate  the  Y’s  mission  where  people  who can’t  afford
programs are given things but when I go to the park, I don’t have to show my
financial documents because it is a public park.  If you register to swim at the
Hackensack high school which is publicly available to swim for free.  Id love
to see this in a different place but not to lose a park over it.  This is a city
suburb kind of place.  If you are going to build on the park, I’d like to see the
current Y property given to the city to build a park.  We need green space. 

Eric Martindale – Maywood – There are plusses and minuses to this.  One big
plus  is  that  the  Sear’s  lot  will  not  be  developed  for  a  commercial  or
residential use.  There is an organization called the State House Commission
which is in charge of park land transfers when there is a Green Acres land
being lost or used for a different used.  They go in front of the commission
and get approval for parkland elsewhere in the same town.  Green Acres land
can then be developed.  So, there is a process.  It looks like an acre or two is
going to be essentially not green space.   Compensating for that elsewhere in
the city is a good idea.  Another point is about them offering the programs
for a lower cost for low income, if this deal goes through it needs to be in the
deal so they don’t voluntarily give up on that in the future.  What kind of
deed restrictions will there be?  What happens if in the future they decide to
consolidate this and go somewhere else and sell this lot for development?
They will then own a portion of the park; how much is being administratively
transferred?   We  have  no  details.   Someone  bought  up  the  point  of  a
pedestrian bridge over River Street which is a great idea.  The existing YMCA
building is a historic building.  You guys are way short on space at City Hall.
City Hall can be given to the police department and can all be moved over to
the YMCA.   The gym can be council chambers and space downstairs that can
be offices.  Then we wouldn’t lose the architectural and historic treasure of
that building.

YMCA responded – The process is actually called a change in use and we do
not need to go to the state, we just need a public hearing so they make it
easy for non-profits and public entities to partner.  As far as conservation, it
is still Green Acres.  You said about 2 acres but the impervious is only about
an acre on the site.  It may look like more but it’s only an acre.

No one else wished to speak.
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A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims

Ordinance Amendment – Chapter 32 – Police Department:  This
is  an  expansion  and  a  change  of  the  ordinance  for  it  to  read  up  to  10
lieutenants, and we will reduce the number of captains.  It will make more
supervision  in  sergeants  and  lieutenants  on  the  front  line  and  then  less
captains in administrative personnel going forward.    

County Shared Service Agreements: This is a discussion of shared
service  agreements  with  the  county.   We  have  signed  up  with  a  road
resurfacing program, ADA cooperative curb and ramp construction.  These
shared services give the ability to the city, if we run out of options, we don’t
have to go out to bid, we can extend ourselves to the county, and they can
facilitate  that.   It  wouldn’t  be  the  first  choice  we  would  use,  but  in  an
emergent situation, we could look to use them.  There is no cost to the city
to approve this.  It is just another tool in the toolbox.    

Resolution Appointing BC Community Development Committee:
This  is  a  resolution  appointing  our  representatives  to  the  BC Community
Development Committee which are our project managers Susan Banzon and
Ryan Westra and I would be the alternate.  

Bond  Ordinance  –  Streetscape  Improvements  /  Road  Paving
Update:  This is a bond ordinance for streetscape improvements and road
paving updates.  We finally developed a working street repaving plan and
there are some streets that are covered under the CDBG grant.  We have a
list  that identifies the 2019 road program that includes CDBG Holt  Street
from Frederick to Broadway, Lodi Street from South State to Jackson, Pink
Street from Jackson to South Main.  City funded street are Allen Street from
Spring Valley  to  Catalpa,  Orchard Street  the entire  length,  Maple Avenue
from the railroad  tracks  to  Main  Street,  High  Street  from Third  Street  to
railroad, Mary Street from Summit to Polifly.  Alternate one is South Summit
Avenue, Oak Street entire length, Catalpa Ave, Clinton Place from Summit to
Prospect,  Clinton  Place  from  Prospect  to  Claredon,  Clinton  Place  from
Claredon to Terrace, Clinton Place from Linden to Pangborne, Euclid Ave one
way section to Prospect.  We are also approving Pot Hole Killer which is a
company  that  fills  potholes.   I  saw  an  advertisement  for  it  and  was
impressed.   They tell us they will fill out potholes, it is not a permanent fix
but  it  will  help  control  the potholes.   They will  be approved tonight  and
probably commence next week.  

Wayfinding Signs:  This became an issue now that the new HACPAC
has moved from 39 Broadway to State Street, we need to get directions to
people who are coming into the city to come to the HACPAC.  It was branded
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HACPAC and there is some comment on shortening that to H PAC.  I don’t
think we should switch mid-branding since the marquee is done that way and
all the advertisements are done that way.  Some people think we should cut
it short. It is a Council decision and I want to make sure you are sticking with
HACPAC.   

Mayor Labrosse responded – No one has come before this Council suggesting
H PAC or giving us a reason why so I don’t see any reason to change it. 

PSE&G:  There was discussion about the PSE&G vans and I met with
PSE&G representatives.  Some of those vans are for gas leak detection so if
there is a problem with a leak reported, these people are on call.   These
vehicles need to be legally parked but they are permitted to be within the
city because they are part of the response team for gas leaks and service
repairs on an emergent basis.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Victor Sasson – Hackensack – Can you verify the paving on Euclid Avenue?

Councilman Battaglia responded – It will be from Prospect to Summit.  

Mr. Sasson continued – I just want the Council to be aware of the amount of
money the city  pays for  public  fire protection charges to SUEZ water for
$343,000 for 2019 and $103,000 of that is to check the fire hydrants but the
fire department in Hackensack already checks the hydrants twice a year.  I
am wondering if the City is interested in asking Suez for some kind of credit
for the $103,000 we get charged.

City Manager responded – We already contacted SUEZ and inquired what
reduction of the cost for this fee and they currently do not offer this.  I know
communities that do hydrant flushing themselves but as it was explained to
me by the Fire Chief, it explains they test for pressure and condition, and
flushing,  and  it  has  been  a  practice  for  10  years.   We  are  now  having
discussions about coming up with a new plan.  The concern is the cost of this
is  quite  high.   We are  addressing  it  and investigating  it.   I  am going to
arrange  a  meeting  to  sit  down  with  SUEZ  but  as  of  now  they  offer  no
reduction to any municipality.  

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – The worst part of Lodi is from South State to
Green Street,  by Hobart Street the road is  caved in.   It  is  going to be a
sinkhole.  It is more than just a pot hole.  Everyone has GPS, you don’t need
to change the wayfinding signs.   The price of  the streetscape, does that
include sewer separation? Are you going to put parking meters back on Main
Street  because  no  one  uses  parking  meters  anymore.   They  are  ugly.
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Everyone uses those kiosks.  The other thing is for snow removal.  If you
want the DPW to make it squeaky clean on Main Street those parking meters
get in the way.  You have to go around them and then mound the snow there.
It is easier to sweep it out of the way.  I learned this when I went to Montreal.
All  the meters were next to the buildings and I  asked why and they said
because of snow removal.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – That was the original  plan but the
parking  consultant  did  analysis  and  there  was  something  to  do  with
distances and people walking a longer way.  

Albert Dib responded – We had a number of conversations with Lenny Bier
and Tim Tracey from Desmond and the opportunity to use a pay stations
were  not  recommended  by  them because  of  the  lengths  that  would  be
involved.  They are expensive to own and expensive to operate and maintain
when they break  down compared  to  dual  head meters.   As  far  as  snow
cleanup, you still have to contend with street lamps, street furniture, signage
and  a  number  of  other  things.   The  advice  we  got  from  the  parking
consultants was just stick with dual head meters with credit card and smart
phone enabled payments.  We are putting pay stations in lots and by the
courthouse but Main Street it does not make sense.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X    X  

Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:
1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation – Affordable Housing
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of

the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.   Meeting
adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on July 22, 2019

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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