
CITY OF HACKENSACK
     MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, May 18, 2021.  

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  

 The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were
present. Interim City Manager Fire Chief Freeman and City Attorney Steven
Kleinman were present.  Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall.

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and recent regulations issued by
the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will be in effect for public
comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public  shall  have an opportunity  for  comment during the designated
public portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited
to three minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council
more than once, except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for
an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public  comment,  the Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Council  will  recognize one speaker at a time.  That speaker
must identify himself or herself by full name and whether or not he or she
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resides in Hackensack. No other member of the public is permitted to speak
unless recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may
be muted during that time if necessary to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting attendees shall exhibit appropriate demeanor during this meeting,
as required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.   In the event any member of
the public becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by
the presiding officer and will  receive a warning that  continued disruption
may result in being prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting
entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function, however, this is to be
used only  for  the purpose of  advising the City’s  IT  staff of  any technical
concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into
the record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public
meeting of the City Council.  Comments can be submitted by regular mail or
by e-mail to  asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments received less than five
hours before the start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any
person who actually speaks during the public comment portion of a remote
public meeting may not also have a comment read into the record.  The City
Clerk  will  stop reading a  written  comment  into  the public  record  once it
reaches the three (3)  minute  limit.   Duplicate  written  comments  may be
summarized and noted for the record in a consistent manner.

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Presentation – Environmental Commission – Pocket Parks:  Gary
Terzano – Chairman – Before Pedra presents, I want to say a few words about
the subcommittee because we are pretty excited about what we are going to
show.  This is the first of the pocket parks proposed that we are looking at
establishing in town.  We are looking at different areas throughout the town.
Over the past two years or so we had an idea to start looking at more green
space and we have several locations.  

Pedra Del Vechio -   A pocket park is a small-scale green space that improves
the visual environment and creates a for passive recreation.  Typically, they
require minimal resources to establish and maintain.  Some benefits are that
they can gather in their local neighborhood, they don’t have to travel, the
park  will  filter  air  and  dampen  traffic  noise.   The  Environmental
Commission’s mandate is to conduct research into the use and possible use
of open land areas in the City. In the Master Plan, the goal is to improve the
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quantity, quality, and availability of parks and open space including active
and passive recreational facilities, neighborhood parks, and environmentally
sensitive areas.   We have identified some undeveloped green space that
would be ideal to transform into pocket parks.  We want to bring up funding.
The Municipal Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Perseveration Trust Fund
was passed in 2018 and will be providing money to the City and those funds
must  be used to the acquisition  of  lands for  recreation  and conservation
purposes, development of lands, maintenance of lands squired for recreation
and conservation purposes, and historic preservation.  Our proposal hits all
of  those.   Also,  we  were  looking  at  the  agreement  with  HUMC  which
contributes more to the City budget.  The Environmental Commission will
also  engage  individuals  and  community  groups  in  the  development  and
maintenance of the parks through volunteering and contributions.  We hope
this will  be a phased on-going project.  The first phase we selected a few
properties:  Northern Heritage Gateway at the end of Route 4 (1000 Main
Street),  NYS&W  Railroad  Reclamation  at  Prospect  and  American  Legion
Drive, the third one is a small triangle spot near Prospect, Franklin, Hamilton,
and finally South Lake Drive riparian corridor.  We have had a lot of help
from  resident  Ed  Lipiner.   We  focused  a  lot  on  the  Northern  Heritage
Gateway.  There is a guardrail there keeping people out of the brook.  We
feel that can be removed.  We can make it a beautiful gateway to the City.
Additionally, we recognize this is part of George Washington’s retreat from
1776. It has historical significance that we thought we can incorporate with
signage.  The second spot is the spot on American Legion Drive and Prospect
and it is owned by the NYS&W.  We reached out to them and they support
this project.  They shared with us that there is a 75 foot right of way and
they just  simply require  a 2-million-dollar  liability  insurance policy  on the
property.  This site was identified in the 90s as an ideal park in the midst of
all the high rises.  It could be a nice place for people to go and sit and gather.
The next property at Franklin-Prospect-Hamilton is small and there is already
a bench there.  This is another historic site where the trolley used to run
through.  We thought that might be nice to highlight.  Finally, we have South
Lake Drive right around Coles Brook on the other side of Route 4.  This is a
private property right now and because there is no pond there anymore, a
lot  of  flooding takes place.   We thought  this  would  be an ideal  place to
establish  a  conservation  easement  and  put  some benches  and  things  to
enjoy the nature that  is  still  there.   There are some other properties  we
looked  at  for  future  phases,  Prospect  and  Kaplan,  Summit  and  Beech,
Railroad Avenue Park by Clay Street, Green and Lodi Street.  We hope you
will give it some thought.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I have had my eye on the islands for a while
now. That area by the railroad tracks is screaming out to be a park.  The
gateway  at  1000  Main  Street  is  a  good  location  too.   I  appreciate  your
presentation.  Thank you.  
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Presentation –Bergen County Open Space Grant – Lightening
Detection Project:   Carly O’Connell, Millennium Strategies – I am the grant
manager  that  handles  Hackensack’s  grant  applications.   I  am presenting
about the Bergen County Open Space Municipal Park Improvement Program
grant application that is  getting ready to be submitted.   The City applies
every year to improve parks in the City.  This project is a lightening detection
project  and  the  City  is  requesting  a  grant  in  the  amount  of  $63,825.00
through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for the installation of a
lightening detection system within five City owned parks: Polifly Park, Union
Street Park, Baldwin Park, Carver Park, and Columbus Park. The detection
systems will help the City ensure the safety of park visitors in the case of a
lightning storm by sending a notification to police and fire dispatch who will
send a patrol car or fire engine to check on the people and property and
respond appropriately.  The total  estimated project  cost  is  $153,180.  It  is
broken  up  to  each  park  and  each  has  a  20% contingency.   The  City  is
requesting $63,825.00 through the grant and providing the match is $89,355
which includes a 20% contingency cost. 

Councilman Battaglia  responded – How do you select the parks? Foschini
Park is the park where the kids have aluminum bats in their hands which will
attract the lightening so it should have this device.  The other one is Johnson
Park due to the amount of people there. 

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – I think it has something to do
with Green Acres and the open space.  We also had a discussion to see if the
park on the other side in Bogota had a lightening detection system because
if they have one, we wouldn’t necessarily need one at Foschini or Johnson.  

Interim  Manager  Fire  Chief  Freeman  –  I  will  look  into  it.   This  was  put
together before I was involved so I am not sure on the criteria.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Decibel level, some of these parks are location
in residential areas?  Is it a loud siren?  

Councilman Battaglia responded – It  is  a decent noise.  I  have heard it  in
Overpeck Park. 

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

No one wished to speak. 

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   
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City Parks – Temporary Closing Time:  This is for a resolution on
the  agenda  for  temporary  closing  hours  of  the  parks  from  May  31st  to
October 1 basically just extending hours of the parks.  Johnson Park’s closing
time will be extended from 9PM to 11:30PM and all the other parks from 9PM
to 10Pm for the same time frame we used last year.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We can always change it if any issues arise.  

Upcoming  Summer  Events:  The  City  will  be  hosting six  drive  in
movies during June, July, and August at Foschini Park.  Details will be posted
on the website.  Our summer concerts are back on the Green on Tuesdays
this summer beginning in July.  Details will be posted on the website.  The
HACPAC gallery re-opened today by appointment only Monday to Friday from
9AM to 5PM.  Yoga will  be held on eight  Mondays in July  and August  at
Atlantic Street Park.  They will be two-session events with circles for social
distancing.   Splash  parks  open  Memorial  Day  Weekend.  The  4th of  July
fireworks are cancelled but we will  still  have the summer concerts on the
Green.   

2021 Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement:  The City is re-
upping  our  contract  with  our  risk  management  company,  Otterstadt
Insurance.  It is pretty much the same contract as last year.

Resolution –  Johnson Public  Library Construction Grant:   The
library is applying for a grant to make some major improvements in there.
The City is partnering with them.   

CFO Jim Mangin responded – This is a grant application.  There was a bond
issued for library construction about two years ago.  They will  apply for a
grant.  When they get the grant, we will do a bond ordinance for the total
amount of the project.  We will issue debt for the net of the grant and the
debt service portion of  it,  we will  work out a payment schedule with the
library.  The library is going to be relying on the grant and their own funds.
We are just being used to facilitate it.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded -  They are doing an overhaul of
the entire interior of the building including bathrooms, ADA accessibility, the
rooms downstairs, reconfiguring the reference room into more useable space
as well as all  upgrades.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I think they are on the historic registry so I hope
they go through all the proper channels before they tear the building apart. 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I  was hoping they can take better
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advantage of the space outside. The way the benches are outside is not very
welcoming. We want people outside to read a book or to enjoy green space.
Can you ask them if they would consider making it more welcoming and user
friendly? 

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded -  They have been discussing that
and are trying to come up with a way to make it welcoming and safe.  They
were talking about maybe taking the fence down.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  Maybe  get  the  Environmental
Committee involved in making it something that is lovely and inviting.  It is
just not engaging right now.   

Bergen  County  ADA  Curb/Ramp  –  Road  Resurfacing  Shared
Service Agreement – This is just to formalize these agreements with the
County  like  we  have  done  in  the  past  for  the  ADA  ramps  and  road
resurfacing.   

CFO  Jim  Mangin  responded  –  Just  want  to  add  two  points  on  the
presentations  from earlier.   The  Environmental  Commission  said  that  the
open space levy was $1.3 million levy but the open space levy is actually
about $277,000 annually, not $1.3 million.  Ted and I actually talked about
the lightning detention and we put money into budget for 2021 to install a
lightning detection system in Foschini Park, not so much Johnson Park since
there is a lot going on there this year.   

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – Congratulations.  I was going to let this go for
a while but again driving down Atlantic Street around 5PM, you should take a
ride to see what I am talking about.  There are cars double parked around
5PM and it is a narrow street to begin with.  There is no way you would get
an emergency vehicle up that street.  Can you task a police officer to drive
through there with a bull horn saying to move along? It is a problem.  

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 6:51 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on July 19, 2021
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ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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