
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, May 7, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the Deputy City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims,  and  Councilman  Battaglia  were  in  attendance.  City  Manager  Ted
Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.  Councilwoman Von
Rudenborg was absent. 

Ms.  Saabye: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Teterboro Airport Flight Path Update:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino - I
represent  the  City  at  the  Teterboro  Aircraft  Noise  Abatement  Committee
quarterly meetings.  We had been tracking the new alternate flight paths
completion date as August of 2019.  At the January TANAAC meeting, we did
not have an FAA representative and they attributed that to the government
shut down but we were told it was still on target for August 2019.  At the
April  meeting there was an FAA representative there and he told us that
August 2019 is no longer the target date and it is now March 26, 2020.  He
blamed this again on the government shutdown.  They said in January they
had a consultant lined up to perform the next phase of the testing and when
the shutdown took place, they did not sign his contract and he took another
job.  They still  don’t have a consultant, although, they feel they are very
close to signing with one.  I asked him as soon as they have a consultant to
reach out to the members so that we will know when work will begin.  I was
concerned for a number of reasons.  I think it has become easy for them to
blame things on the shutdown or on the President regardless of what you
think of the President, I think you need to take ownership for your goals and
responsibilities in this.  Nothing had been done in four months.  I reached out
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to Congressman Gottheimer’s office because he has been supportive in the
past.  His aide stated she would reach out to their FAA representative and
see if she could get some answers.  She said they said the same thing to her
blaming it on the shutdown.  They also said to her that other areas were a
higher  priority  and  had  safety  concerns.   That  really  disturbed  me.   We
definitely have safety concerns as well as noise concerns.  For us to become
a lower priority  was very disturbing to  me.   What were we doing to  get
attention back then?  What are we doing now?  What can we do differently to
make us a priority?  With the volume going in and out of that airport, it is no
longer  if  there  is  going  to  be  an  accident,  it  is  when.   We  have  to  be
proactive.  We don’t want to have something happen and get into the if only
we could have, should have.  We are seeing the most noise and air traffic
and flying the closest to the most densely populated street in all of Bergen
County.  We have a right to be at that table and be a high priority.  Noise
complaints for the quarter, Hackensack only had 12 complaints filed.  You
can see what they are thinking.  They have to report this information so this
is a way for us to have a voice.  I started calling this past week.  The number
is 201-288-8828.  The first time you call they will ask you for your name and
information but you only have to do that the first time.   I have recorded a
number of them.  They want to know if it is too low, too loud, too low and too
loud, or too frequent.  I feel like they double crossed us.  They feel like since
we are being quiet that we don’t have to be a priority.  I am going to tell you
about the few things I have started to do but I need help.  I want to hear if
any of you have any ideas of how we can raise awareness.  We know they
don’t like bad publicity.  We need to raise awareness that we really do have a
problem in Hackensack and there is a solution.  The solution is flying over
Route 17, a lower lying area where people don’t live.   We have a solution,
we just need to finish the testing, make it a priority and get it done.  We have
to focus on safety.  We have been focusing on noise.  There is a number out
there that is used nationwide as far as noise and that is the number they
report.   The threshold is 65 decibels.  They say no one should be living at a
65 decibel  or above environment.   We have 6 monitors in the area,  2 in
Hackensack.  Last year we were at 65.1.  This year they claim we are at 59.  I
asked how the 65 is calculated because it doesn’t sound right to me.  This is
the  average throughout  the  entire  day,  so  they  average in  all  the  zeros
within 24 hours.  So, I said I want to know for myself what the noise looks like
when there is aircraft.   Last year in 2018, there were 37,439 events.  Of
those events, 35,418 of them registered between 74 and 84 decibels.  That
comes  to  97  per  day.  If  that  were  equally  distributed,  we  know  its  not
because it is lighter in the evening hours, it would be 4 per hour at 74 to 84
decibels. We are definitely seeing the noise we think we hear.   There are a
few things we can do.  We can definitely file the noise complaints.  I have
asked the airport for a list of their corporate accounts who use the airport for
business  purposes.   It  should  be  public  information  since  this  is  a
government agency.  We should be able to write a letter to them, explaining
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our safety concerns.  They said they would get back to me but they also said
the  corporate  accounts  are  very  well  aware  of  the  noise  levels  and  the
problems in the areas.  I want them to be aware of the safety concerns.  I
think that is the more critical part of this.  The City sent a letter to confirm
with  Congressman  Gottheimer  our  concerns  and  ask  for  his  support.
Everyone can do that.  We could get some signs and go to the airport

 on a Sunday afternoon and protest that we need an alternate flight path.
There are a number of things we can do to raise awareness about the safety
concerns and why we need this flight path.  

City  Manager responded – We mentioned at a prior  meeting a town that
started using an app on the phone to report the noise.  Let’s see if we can
find that information.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Let’s not forget about Hiller’s School
who is on the flight path and also at a higher elevation. Teachers can’t keep
windows open  because of  the  sound.   It  isn’t  air  conditioned so it  is  an
inconvenience.   Maybe we can form a committee.  I think Hackensack is a
city of fighters and I think if we band together and make our point clear and
professional, I think we will get a good response.

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino. 

Karl Wagenfurer – Hackensack – I live on Beech Street directly in the flight
path by the hospital.   The hotline when you call  it,  they seem purposely
obstructionist.   They give you a long voice menu of  choices.   When you
finally get there, they give you a long menu again.  If you want to talk to an
agent and they aren’t there you have to call back and go through it again.
When you do speak to an agent, often it is ‘oh that wasn’t loud’ ‘oh that was
scheduled’.   I  don’t understand why they are so obstructionist.   It  almost
seems like they have an agenda and don’t want to take complaints.  Is it an
independent  agency  responsible  for  taking  complaints  or  is  it  an  arm of
themselves? Is there a conflict of interest there?  By the time you get to give
the complaint, the plane has already flown over and I’ve timed it and it takes
like 5 minutes before you get to the heart of the matter.  There is something
wrong  with  the  way  the  system is.   No  one  is  addressing  the  fact  that
Teterboro wants to grow and grow.  I don’t know who it will benefit.  Why do
we need more planes coming in?  I have a suggestion – why don’t they raise
the rates of how much is costs to land at Teterboro?  If they must fly in on a
Sunday night, they can pay double or ten times as much.  They would be
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making  the  same  amount  of  money  but  fewer  planes  would  fly.   It  is
executives  mostly  flying  in  there.   Seems  win-win  to  me.   It  seems  like
something we should look into.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – On the menu when you call, you can
press 4 and then 1 and it will bring you to the live agent.  That helped me
tremendously.  You also can log it via email online.  There were talks a while
ago about limiting the flights but they claim since they are a government
agency that they have to be open to everyone.  They could charge more but
they can’t limit.  

Frank Abolino – Hackensack – They also fly right over my place.  I have a
different number for them: 1-800-225-1071.  About 15 years ago we had a
monitor on top of Hiller’s School.  Maybe you can contact the BOE and see if
they will do it again.  At the time Rothman was our Congressman, and he
stopped them from having daily commuter flights to our of the airport and he
also had a verbal agreement for no flights between 12 and 6AM.  I dropped
that information off at the Manager’s office.  I think the best thing to do is
have a face to face with our congressman.  I  think you need to set up a
meeting with him, not with a representative.  If that doesn’t work there is
always  Senatosr  Booker  or  Menendez.   You got  to  have clout  with  these
people and the federal government has clout.   I thought this was settled so I
haven’t called.   

Martin Kramer – Hackensack – I am from Hackensack Smart Schools and our
mission is to try and help the students in Hackensack and this is an issue
which effects their  physical safety and noise safety.  I  did some research
today.   What  they  say  in  the  FAA  rules,  at  or  above  65  decibels  it  is
incompatible with residential communities so 65 is a bad number.   The way
decibels work is something like a Richter scale for earthquakes.  To go from
60 to 70 is not just up 10 points, it is double, 60 to 80 is a quadrupling.  If the
decibel level is 80, that is four times more than it should be.  We should keep
that in mind.  The noise was so bad a few years ago at Hiller’s School that
they  reinforced  the  foundation  with  sound proofing and  that  didn’t  help.
They have to keep the windows closed and shout.  It is right on the flight
path right now.  Most of the rest of Hackensack is either north or south of the
flight path.  The proposal to move it to Route 17 is a good one.  I understand
one of the reasons it has not been done is because the pilots don’t like it.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – The problem with over Route 17 is
that it was a visual landing for pilots, there was no instrumentation to guide
them.   The new one  will  have GPS navigation  which  will  make their  life
easier.  That was the reason the first one did not work.  
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Mr.  Kramer  responded  –  There  have  been  several  movements  to  move
everything to Newark which has a longer runway and you can come in over
the water instead of populated areas.  Let’s talk about safety.  I know about
the accident where a plane crashed and the pilot and copilot were killed.
The found out several days later that the copilot was flying and he was not
authorized to fly.   There have been many accidents  over  the past  15-20
years, not just a few, and plenty of near misses that they don’t tell us about.
I think the time for protesting is past and we look into litigation.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  Another  thing  we  can  do  it  take
pictures and send them to the City Manager 

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – I am on the 19th floor, I can sit there on a late
Sunday afternoon and see three of them coming in.  We recently got a sliding
door to the terrace and you can really hear them.  Years ago, the City printed
postcards to be sent in to the FAA for residents, thousands of them.  They
handed them out at events.  It is something.  Over the years, the promise
then was a scattered fan out flight pattern and that never happened.  The
fact that they haven’t put in the instrumentation is awful. That would have
solved it or greatly aided it.  Stay active and stay talking.  If I were a pilot, I
wouldn’t trust by sight.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Before this is implemented, it has to
go  through  the  proper  protocols.   We  are  not  asking  them to  short  cut
anything, just let’s move forward.
  
Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – I have been around a long time like Mr. Salkin
and when they first started, they promised us three schools would be air
conditioned: Jackson, St. Francis, and Hillers.  They did the two which is ironic
since Hillers is the highest.  They said they didn’t have the money and they
would do it once they got the money.  Then no one pursued it.  We were
promised that.  It was in the original plans.  Getting air conditioning free from
the FAA would be a plus.  Regina and I had gone to a thing a few years back
at the administration building and someone told us the decibels changed and
it wasn’t as high yet they are the most at Hillers.  We came back and told
you but we can’t fight because you can’t fight the airport.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I bought this up and they went back
through their stuff but they said Hillers were slightly under what qualified.  I
bought up to them the fact that we hit 65 and their new story is you can only
approach them in these 5-year windows and we are only in year 2 of this
study.  We became 65 in 2018 and we can’t qualify now.  I did give contact
information at the joint BOE meeting so they could contact these people.
They said they would follow up.  
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Edgar Sanchez – Hackensack – You mentioned going around the airport with
signs and do a protest.  When will this happen?  When will the day come that
we can make this happen?  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I  am just throwing ideas out there.
I’ve been upset about this since I had the meeting.  I was just thinking what
else could we possibly do?  If we could form a committee that folks would
take ownership for and I would help out as much as I can.  That organization
would  run  this  stuff,  write  letters,  ads  in  the  paper,  postcards,  walk  on
Sundays.  Should we go to the airport so corporate folks see us when they
get off the plane? What can we do to raise awareness?  All we want is to get
the study done.  We have the flight path, lets get us back to a high priority.
Hopefully we can collect some names and at the next meeting maybe we
can organize a little better. 

Mr. Sanchez responded – I agree with that.  If it has been 10 years of fighting
and not see any results, we need to come out so they do something about it.

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – Part of Hillers does have air conditioning but
quite a few rooms don’t.  On a hot day when its 90 degrees in the room you
can’t even open the window because it is too loud over there.  I would really
force the issue on who is flying these jets.  There is strength in numbers if we
get other towns involved.   I like the idea of going to the airport and making
noise of our own.  I like Mr. Salkin’s postcard idea.  I will personally call the
congressman myself  and set up a meeting.  There should be a minimum
amount of people on those flights.  Flying these 30-40 passenger jets with 3
or 4 people on them is ridiculous and should not be allowed.  It is a waste of
fuel.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – Maybe we can get a petition, we have all
these people from the high-rises.  I went to three meetings and I told Mr.
Dresser right to his face that he was playing games.  They are in cahoots
with the FAA and they have planes over 100,000 pounds now.  

City of Hackensack “RiverWalk”:  We need a final decision of the
walkway; are we going to approve and maintain the streetscape standard for
the  River  Walk?   In  your  packets,  you  have  choices  between  concrete,
pavers,  and  asphalt.   We  also  need  to  adopt  the  benches  and  trash
receptacles.  We need a decision soon.  I would urge the Council to supply
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the Manager’s Office with what you like and dislike so we can come up with
standards and move forward.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I spoke with Kathy about this and I think the
concrete lasts the longest and it’s a mid-range price compared to pavers.  I
would suggest using the same streetscape standards for the benches and
garbage receptacles.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I agree.  Why not make it the same? 

Councilman Battaglia responded – I prefer asphalt. It is easy to maintain and
it contracts and expands with the weather we have.  It is cheaper and easier
to repair. 

City Manager responded – Once this is installed the City is on the hook for
the repair so you have to look at the long-term cost.  

Ordinance – Police Traffic Detail  Increase:   City  Attorney -  Our
ordinance governing off duty police employment doesn’t actually specify the
rates  that  are  to  be  paid  when  companies  retain  our  police  to  perform
appropriate security details.  This ordinance establishes a base line rate of
$80 per hour per officer at a minimum of 4 hours.  It also establishes an
administrative fee of $20 per hour per officer.  

Upcoming  Food  Truck  Events  with  Hackensack  Main  Street
Business Alliance:  The City has joined forced with the Main Street Alliance
who is eager to get the community and residents and guests to understand
and see the City as it expands.   They proposed six food truck events on
Fridays May 31, June 14, June 28m July 12, July 26 and August 2 from 11AM
to 3PM.  It would be over by the Green.  We are going to waive the parking
meter fees and see if we develop some attraction for people. The City has no
experience with food trucks so we will start small and see if it is a function
and destination.  

Summit Avenue – No Parking South:  There is an interest in taking
Summit  Avenue  and  creating  no  parking  from  Central  Avenue  south.
Because so many commuters park there in the morning, it narrows the ability
for the flow of traffic.  This change would hopefully facilitate the egress of
people traveling through the city.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We should have the Traffic Division
look at this.  Currently there is no parking from Thompson into Hasbrouck
Heights. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – That is an overlay zone with a lot of doctor’s
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offices that depend on street parking.   If  you aren’t  adding an additional
lane, I don’t think this will help.  

Budget Update:  Jim Mangin - We introduced the budget on March
26, 2019 and the plan was to have the public hearing at the April 23 meeting
and then adopt.  We can’t adopt until we get State approval.  The State for a
number of reasons is very far behind.  When our public hearing occurred on
April 23, the State still had not looked at our budget.  They didn’t review our
budget until May 3.  They want us to make one slight change.  I overstated
the municipal alliance grant by about $1,800 and that needs to be changed.
That  is  the  budget  amendment  on  for  tonight  but  that  one change  now
requires another public  hearing.   There will  be a resolution on tonight  to
amend the budget and then at the May 21 meeting we will have a public
hearing on the amendment after which we will be able to adopt.  Since we
had to have an amendment  anyway,  I  reviewed our  salary  budget  and I
wanted to get our budget as accurate as possible. Overall the budget has
decreased by $1,800.   The tax levy stays  exactly  the same.   It  is  a net
decrease of about $190,000 which is to offset the new Hackensack municipal
open space tax.  Everyone will end up with a net zero increase.  All of this
happened around 3PM today and we were not able to update the agenda on
the website.  Also, everyone has copies of the budget and it will also be on
the website tomorrow which includes the amendment.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – Thanks to Ted and Joe Inglima, Gary Terzano
and I met with Joe Inglima we got all the materials for Gary based on his
drawing.  It  was delivered down to Johnson Park.  We started working on
Saturday.  Leo helped, Dave walked by and had lunch.  Gary worked all day
yesterday and today, two individuals, Dave and Roy from the DPW were with
us, very wonderful individuals.  We have 18 beds now built and ready to go.
They  really  cleaned  it  up.   The  stage  is  now on  Green  Street  and  they
cleaned up a lot around the site.  I know there is a lot of politics and money
involved, but I really noticed being down there that it is a beautiful piece of
land and I can’t conceive of the greenhouse being torn down.  I questioned
even modifying it.  I am anxious to see what comes out of the reports.  I am
happy to say we accomplished a task.  Gary couldn’t make it tonight so I
wanted to give this update and say thanks to everyone involved.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – At the last meeting you made it clear you have
no intention of ever sharing any PILOT money with the school district.  It has
gone from we are not there yet to they don’t need it.  As I understand it,
there is 6 children at 100 State Street who attend the school.  The school
tuition  for  the  sending  district  is  $14,000  per,  the  State  document  says
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$16,000 so you are at about $100,000.  If I am from Maywood, I am going to
say why make us pay this? It’s a drop in the bucket in terms of Hackensack
schools.  It matters.  Every little bit helps.  I hope I am wrong with what I saw
but  often  in  the  past  you  site  Jersey  City  and  the  many  redevelopment
projects there and they are committed to at least 10% to the school district.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – You are 100% correct that I said they should not
be getting any money at that time and I also said if there is a time where we
feel  we  are  severely  impacting  the  schools  in  a  negative  way  with  an
increase in children, we will pay for that.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – You can add children without impact.
That is why we have our monthly meetings so when they get to a point
where they said hey this is what happened and now, we’re going to need a
classroom here, that is when we will step up.  We talk about this every month
in our discussions.  When there is an impact, we will work together.  That is
what we have been saying since day one.  When we get to the point where
we are receiving even more money, and grow to our fullest potential, we are
hoping to do a lot of collaborative projects together.  It was $266,000 last
year and this year it will be $450,000 so 10 percent of that was $26,000 last
year.  Jersey City is taking in $139 million and the 10% is only on new ones.
We always have been committed to not impacting the schools.  

Regina DiPasqua responded –  Hackensack –  Planes have become nothing
compared to the helicopters.  The hospital helicopters are lower and louder,
they  shake  the  foundation.   On  Sunday  afternoon  there  were  at  least  6
helicopters coming or leaving.  As far as Summit Avenue, from Thompson
south  there  is  no parking.   It  is  not  wide enough by Central.   The road
actually narrows from Essex to Beech and people need that parking.  Two
lanes of traffic instead of one, what happens when you get up to the light
and it is left, right, or straight and two lanes come into one?   I don’t know
how you will  make that work.   I  avoid Summit Avenue; Prospect is  much
better.   Most  of  us  have  been saying  the  hospital  is  getting  preferential
treatment.  I am sure you guys are aware of this but the judge said the City
Council violated basic principles of equal protection by hand selecting the
City’s second largest tax paying property and its owner HUMC for a favorable
tax treatment.  The hospital has been getting preferential treatment while
the residents are getting their open space tax, accelerated tax sale, rolling
assessments which increase our taxes.    

City Attorney responded – We are aware of the decision and we are reviewing
our  options.   The  action  was  taken  in  good  faith  based  upon  the  legal
guidance  of  the  former  city  attorney.   The  agreement  was  never
implemented so there was no actual impact on the city, county or schools.
We are going to wait and see what HUMC does and figure out our next steps.
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Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – That agreement was never executed
so there has been no financial impact to any of the residents.  I believe it is
not saying they are required to continue to pay the 4.3 million, they are just
saying that instead of letting the City negotiate, let the tax court negotiate.
This will  now go to tax court should they wish to appeal it  and it  will  be
between zero  and  4.3  million.   The city  acted  on  the  advice  of  the  city
attorney at the time which was Judge Carver.  This was his proposal to avoid
legal expenses on both sides and to come up with an agreement based on
the change in use of that property that he determined was advantageous to
the city. If they chose to appeal like they have in the past, a judge will then
decide something similar between zero and 4.3 million.  

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – I was upset to see five trees planted on Lodi
Street.  They will last a couple weeks with the trucks going down the street.
Lodi Street is narrow.  There is parking on one side.  The wheels of the trucks
and cars basically touch the curb, so they will destroy the trees.  When they
start growing the trunk will expand and there is a lot of pedestrians crossing
there.  It is dangerous.  People don’t realize it is that narrow.  I know they
need greenery but trees there is not a good idea.  We did them in front of the
church and we had to take them down because we couldn’t get the people
out of the church or the bride or the coffin.  It is in line with the traffic.  We
had to put the trees and lights back by Zisa’s Office because the trees whack
all the lights.  You need to remove them and plant them where there can be
better application.

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg

X
 

Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X X  

Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

05.07.19   10



Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  –Candela,  Terranova  v.

Hackensack,  Summit  Church  v.  Hackensack,
Riotto  v.  Hackensack,  Jackson  v.  Hackensack,
Nunnermacker v. Hackensack 

3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:11
PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:11 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on 
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ATTEST:  ____________________________
DEPUTY CITY CLERK
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