
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, April 23, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims, and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg were in attendance. City Manager
Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven  Kleinman were  present.   Councilman
Battaglia was absent. 

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Main Street Business Alliance Budget:  Patrice Forseman – Our
proposed budget for 2019 is pretty much the same as recent years as far as
the advocacy programs and services  we provide  our  businesses  on Main
Street.   The  additional  funds  this  year  include  the  expansion  area  from
Sussex to Atlantic Street where we have welcomed 30 additional businesses.
With this expansion came the necessary increase of  services through our
cleaning green program, a new website,  and necessary marketing,  public
relations  and public  outreach to  support  the emerging downtown.   It  will
support a planned events calendar through the end of this year, continued
HACPAC support, and a creative placemaking program.  A surplus from 2018
exists because funds allotted for the launch of downtown branding and the
annual  street  festival  which  will  be  used  this  year  once  the  two-way
conversion is further along and we can once again welcome pedestrians to
large scale events. We will continue our campaign to support a liquor permit
and the primary focus of  retail  recruitment.   Bars, shops,  galleries,  much
more are the intended retail targets.  This is a transition year as the Main
Street Business Alliance gears up to roll out the welcome mat.  We will be
presenting our long-range plan for the SID in 2020.  Thank you for all the
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support the Council continues to give Main Street.

City of Hackensack “RiverWalk”: Susan, our project manager, put
together some information.  The City is going to have to make a decision
about what standards and designs we are going to use for the RiverWalk.  We
want continuity and a style that makes sense.  There are pros and cons to all
of it.  The minute we build this we will have to maintain it.  I would look for
something  easy  to  maintain  without  our  costs.   This  decision  isn’t  made
tonight but Susan lined out concerns for you all to think about.

Recycling / Change in Pick Up:  DPW Sanitation Supervisor – Mike
Serbekian – The reason why the City should examine altering the recycling
schedule is recycling is costing the city a lot of money.  We used to get paid
for recycling and now our fees are going up to $68 a ton for mixed, $38 for a
single source.  If we are able to single source our recycling, cardboard one
week, bottles and cans the next, we could increase our profit, efficiency, and
productivity.  If bags or contaminated items are in the load, the whole load
can be rejected or we can be fined.  Right now, my guys are doing two routes
at once.  It is hard to sort through the items.  The plan is starting on double
week pick up in June to switch to alternate week recycling.  We can really
take a look at keeping paper with paper and bottles with bottles, informing
the public about removing plastic bags, sorting things correctly.  Our trucks
are  older  so  the  less  stress  we  put  on  them the  better.   A  lot  of  other
municipalities keep it this way.  It would be a seamless change.  It will take a
month or so for residents to get used to.  We are planning on making door
hangers and stickers for the cans.  I am also willing to accommodate.  We will
make it a slow transition for residents along the way.  In the beginning, we
will still take it normal for now.  If they bring it to Green Street in a bag, we
have canisters, we have members there that cut the bags open to sort it.  I
don’t want cans and papers left all over the road either.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Maybe we can compile a list and get it
on our website for people as specific as possible, especially with plastics.
You can put  a plastic  bottle  in  but  not  a plastic  bag.  For  a long time,  I
thought they could be together.  If we could put a list on our website and
then maybe next year, we can put it on the calendar.  You can always bring it
down to the recycling center yourself say you had a party or something.  

City Manager responded – This whole process and change has been part of
the  recycling  change  and  also  the  maintaining  the  twice  a  week  pickup
implementation.  We are going to phase this in slowly for the residents.  We
are trying to find a more prudent way to move forward.  Recycling used to be
a revenue source and now China doesn’t take our recyclables because of the
cost and it  becomes a liability and the funds we used to count on in the
budget don’t exist anymore and now we have to put money in the budget.  It
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is  a work in progress and we will  have to make some changes.   We will
advertise the change.   

Mayor Labrosse responded – We are going to have to educate everyone and
put the hangers on the cans.  People have to talk to their neighbors and
spread the word, Nixles, and we all need to get it out there.  

Johnson Park Greenhouse Proposal:  The proposal for the review of
the Greenhouse is  in  place.   I  spoke with our Environmental  Commission
Chairperson,  we are  going  to  move forward  with  the  community  garden.
Councilwoman Von Rudenborg has met with Joe Inglima and we have some
planters and seed money.   At some point they may have to form a 501c3.
We are going to help get the process started and watch the program grow.  

M&M Building  –  Upcoming Dedication Details:   This  will  be  a
beautiful building when it is done.  We need to figure out date, dedication,
refreshments, invitations, PR firm, photographs.   We are down to some final
issues.  They sealed the gym floor; we are waiting for the final colors for the
floor.  We have the parking lot to do and then they have a punch list.  We are
probably  85% complete.   Mayor  and  Council,  we will  have to  pick  some
dates.  I am going to err on the side of late June, early July.  

2019 Recreation Summer Camp Changes:  We are adding a four-
week junior theater camp which will be run out of the HACPAC.  The Baldwin
program has  been  moved  to  Carver  Park.   Registration  is  limited  to  35
children.  They have consulted with Camp Piggyback and there is no conflict.
Our last day of camp, Carnival Day, will be a trip to Dave and Busters and
the AMC Theater.  

Ordinance  Amendment  –  No  Parking  Sign  Changes  –
Sussex/Myer/Lawrence:    City  Attorney  -  This  was  a  request  from the
traffic  folks  because  with  the  meters  being  installed,  they  determined  it
would not make sense to do street sweeping during metered hours.  They
will do the street sweeping at earlier times.  

City  Manager  responded  –  This  does  not  include  Fairmount.   We  had  a
meeting with the Police Department and we have some issues we need to
coordinate with the Board of Education before we make that change.   
  
A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 

Steve Stagg – Universal Electric – Hackensack – We have been at the corner
of Lodi Street for 20 years and you are aware of the flooding situation.  In the
recent year we are experiencing a different problem.  There is a main line
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that cuts through our property.  It has occurred previously and it is always
addressed quickly but now we are getting nowhere.  People come out, look at
it, and they told us they couldn’t do an inspection because the water lines
are full.  The water comes up to our lot and bubbles up. We have employees
who park  their  cars  there  and  have to  move them if  it  rains.   We have
requested and we have asked every possible person but no one has come up
with what they can do for us.  

City Manager responded – I am going to put this on the record so there is no
misunderstanding.  We have had two meetings with you.  We brought in
Suburban Engineering.  We tried to jet it and it has water in it so now we
have to cap it off, pump it out, and then camera it.  This camera does not
have scuba gear.  So, we understand the problem.  The latest challenge for
the  engineering  group  is  to  find  a  way  to  divert  this  water  because
apparently when they built Route 80 there is a ditch which they capped off
which creates a soup bowl where this water is.  We may have to put a pump
station in there.  There is no quick fix.  When you fix one, you have to fix 6
more.  When I started, I went with Jesse down there and our good friends at
Fletcher Creamer made a cap that we bolted over because the water ran
down the storm drain and blew the manhole off the ground because there
was so much pressure.  I get a little tingly when people say the city is not
doing anything about it, we are doing the best we can in the time we have
because we are spending taxpayer money.  I want to make sure the solution
serves you folks and all the residents because flooding is a problem.  I don’t
know if you have attended any of these meetings but myself and Jim Mangin
are taking a big bite our of this and we are going to borrow between 80 and
100 million dollars to do something about this rather than throw band aids on
it.   We  have  residents  come  in  and  show  up  photos  of  the  flooding,  I
understand but it  is  a compound problem.  We are going to cap that off,
pump  that  out,  and  camera  it.   We  just  had  a  water  main  collapse  on
Newman Street that we just fixed.  We understand it.  Like everything in the
city, everything is changing.  We are actively working on a solution for this.  

Mr. Stagg continued – We understand the flooding issue on South Newman
but  our  concern  is  where  there are  cracks  in  the pipes.   We understand
flooding will  happen but  this  problem is  new where it  is  bubbling on our
property.  It doesn’t go down because it has nowhere to go.  Is there anything
they can do?  

City Manager responded – When they cap it off and put the camera down
there,  they  will  see  if  there  is  a  pitch  or  not,  maybe  the  pipes  have
disconnected, we won’t know until we look.  Facts before acts.  Once we do
that then we can look for a solution.  This should happen within the next few
weeks but the problem is when it rains, it brings this all backwards.  
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Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – We took great pains in doing the calendar.
The  alternate  side  works  in  other  towns.   We  just  don’t  have  a  proper
container to put the stuff in.  Other towns provide a weighted bottom.  I pick
up cans on Hudson Street because they blow everywhere.  The cardboard
gets wet so the dumpster should be covered; wet cardboard weighs more.  It
is hard because no one wants to recycle and there is no more money.  It is
nice to see Baldwin go to Carver because Carver is our best equipped park
for the summer.    Has anything been done about the two basketball courts
that hadn’t been done in twenty years at Columbus Park? It  needs to be
resurfaced and re-pitched. They need it for the summer program.  I think you
better allow until at least July for the M&M.  It is important for the BOE and
the City to do something for Fairmount.  They would like a meeting before
their PTA meeting so that in September they know what they are doing. 

City Manager responded – We set the funds aside to have those resurfaced at
Columbus Park but I do not know when it will happen.  

Gale Wells – Hackensack – Several months ago there was a zoning board
meeting with an application being discussed about the Light Bridge daycare
center, most specifically, the fence around the playground and how it would
create a 4-foot alleyway to the next-door neighbor’s property that also has a
fence.  The zoning board said Light Bridge had to put up shrubs in the event
the homeowner ever took down their fence they would not be faced with a
bare  fence  from  Light  Bridge.  There  was  more  concern,  care,  and
conversation about shrubs that nobody will see than there were about metal
roll-up gates on Overlook Avenue for a building that has over 270 apartments
with over 600 parking spaces.  I don’t believe I am a stranger to anyone in
front of me, to my left, and to my right.  There have been multiple violations
as a result of these gates which the property owner has tried to fix.  Most
recently, the constable came out and did readings.  I was stunned to find out
that they were not in violation.  I was so sure because the noise is as loud as
it’s  ever  been.    I  had  been  questioned  as  to  why  am  I  the  only  one
complaining about this, and to that I answer I don’t know what the lifestyle of
my neighbors is.  I do not know how often they have their TV and radio on, if
they ever open their windows or how well they hear.  I rarely have my TV on
or  my  radio,  my  windows  are  open  three  seasons  and  my  hearing  is
impeccable.  This has caused a lot of strife in my life and the City Manager
who has received emails from me over the weekends when I am freaking out
because the gates are in use constantly.  The permit that was issued after
they installed the gates without a permit, when the permit was issued why
did the city not ask for the make and model number? I would think at the
very least the city should know that to make sure they are rated for the use
they are intended.  No traffic study was done, no conversation about design
and ascetics.   I have pictures and it is disgusting.    On a Sunday, last July, I
sat there from 7 to 8 PM and 43 cars in one hour entered and exited.  I want
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the make and model number of those gates.  This is not about marshal law,
this is about ascetics, community, and caring for our neighbors.  

Regina  DiPasqua –  Hackensack  –  I  did  not  hear  anything other  than you
would forward it to the Mayor and Council.   I got an anonymous letter from
someone with ill  intent.  I  ask that people not have to give their address
when speaking.  I got somebody mad which means I am doing something
right.  I didn’t hear anything about that, not even a “gee you got a letter.”
It’s being investigated and not by Hackensack.  I submitted an OPRA request
for  Condo emails  and I  got  back that  there were none which is  not  true
because I sent you the one.  The hiding and lack of transparency doesn’t
make me want to trust people.  I sent it to Mr. Kleinman but no one got back
to me again.  The Greenhouse, two months ago, DMR was here, and you said
no.  Now DMR is doing another study.  It is on video that you said no and now
it is happening, what changed?  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded  –  I  would  recommend  meeting  with  the  City
Manager and having a discussion with him.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – I would like to thank the Mayor and Council and
city  administration for  moving forward with the greenhouse proposal  and
secondly, to give substance now to start the community garden.  I know it all
takes time.  I don’t think anyone said no like Regina just stated.  I appreciate
the help of the administration.  My main concern with redevelopment is the
Sear’s property.  I read the articles in the paper.  I have concerns about Sears
staying  in  Hackensack,  I  hope  they  can  recover  but  when  there  are
comments  in  the  article  by  the  new  owner  about  switching  over  to
appliances and tools, I have concerns with the size of the flagship building in
Hackensack.  Right now, the appliances and tools are all in the basement,
what would they use the rest of the building for?  My other concern is the
Sear’s parking lot  by Johnson Park.   I  think we should look into trying to
purchase that parking lot and protect our green space.  What if someone
purchases the property and decides to put a parking garage in that lot? That
would have an impact on Johnson Park.  Somewhere down the line it will be
for sale.  We as a community need to protect Johnson Park.  

Mayor  Labrosse  responded –  The Council  has  already spoken to  the  City
Manager about keeping an eye on that piece of property.  Sear’s does not
own that property; it is owned by an outside entity.  I believe it is a company
outside of New York City.  

Albert Dib responded – We had asked representation from Sears to meet with
us to talk about everything that was going on with their structuring.  They
are in limbo right now with a plan that is eventually to be approved by a
bankruptcy court.  We had shared the same concerns as Mr. Terzano about
04.23.19   6



letting that  piece get  away from us.   That  one piece  by Johnson Park is
owned by Sears, that other building is owned by a company called Kymco
and there is a 100 year lease on that property.  We have made overtures to
them and we let Sears know that we would be interested and their response
was that they may be interested in selling it but they need to get through the
bankruptcy first.     They need that sorted out first.   

Peter Marchisani – Hackensack – The street sweeping with the schools, it is
my understanding if there is a 3-hour sign, the guy just wont sweep from
8:15 to 8:45.  I think we are making a mountain out of a mole hill here.  They
need to structure their routes accordingly.  Earth Days tells us to reduce,
reuse, recycle.  It is hard for people to change their habits and packaging is a
problem.  There was as time with Earth Day that recycling was good for the
environment.   They  recycled  anything  and  everything  they  could.   Now,
things  are  getting  unraveled  because  the  Chinese  don’t  want  our
contaminated recyclables and many of them are.  As much as we love the
Earth, we have to decide whether we are going to increase our landfills with
garbage because our recycles are more definitive now. I  saw on CBS last
week, when in doubt throw it in the garbage.  You are going to pay tipping
fees for garbage and you are going to pay to recycle.  Unless you have better
information, there is no financial impact to the city if you put more in the
landfill  as  opposed  to  having  to  pay  recycling  for  taking  your  stuff.   My
understanding is we have a recycling coordinator.   Aside from the calendar,
we have to go something like tags or a letter, but we have to be much more
definitive, encourage people to save their aluminum cans and wash out and
recycle their plastic. It will be long term education moving forward.  

Pedra DelVeccio – Hackensack – I want to follow up with the situation with the
parking at Fairmount School.  I appreciate that you will speak to the BOE but
as far as street sweeping, it is a simple thing.  Directly across from the school
is no parking on Tuesday 7 to 10AM.  There are no cars or drop off there and
it makes more people involved in dangerous drop off.  Tuesday and Friday
there  is  no  parking  for  anyone.   That  needs  to  be  fixed  immediately.
Regardless of how long for kids to be dropped off, that whole area around the
school is off limits on those days.  Many years ago, I met with someone,
before Jesse, and I was told we only recycle #1 and #2.  All kinds of things
were not included.  I  have never seen an update since then.  We get the
calendar which tells us when but doesn’t tell us what.  I support that.  I will
help write a newsletter or anything you need.  I think it is important to do it
correctly.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. 
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Deputy 
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Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation –Candela v. Hackensack, Summit

Church v. Hackensack, 64 Prospect
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.
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Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at
8:09 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:09 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on May 21, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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