
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, April 9, 2019.

 The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  6:27  p.m.  by  Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino and she asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman
Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in  attendance.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.  Mayor
Labrosse was absent. 

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Essex / Prospect / Beech Railroad Rehabilitation Plan Proposal:
We have a proposal from DMR which is trying to address this section of town.
The  proposal  seeks  to  create  a  redevelopment  plan  for  the  remaining
properties that were designated by resolution number 376-18 but were not
included in the November 2018 rehabilitation plan.   

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – If  you remember a while back,  we
took the area looking from Essex to Beech and Prospect to Railroad and a
study found that it was an area in need of rehabilitation. Following that, a
redevelopment plan was made only for the properties owned by Hackensack
Medical Center.  Now we would like to put together a redevelopment plan for
the remainder of that area.    We would like to hear some feedback from
those of you that are here as to what types of things you feel we should be
supporting in that particular area.  We have some ideas of our town but we
would love suggestions from the public. 

Johnson  Park  Turf  Field:  I  have  two  samples  here.   We  have
attempted to get this turf field replaced.  There is the legion pro 2.25 and
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there is the legion HP 2.25.  We were able to join in a co-op for pricing so we
didn’t have to go out to bid.  The recommendation is to use the pro because
of the durability.  Jim Mangin and I set aside $300,000 almost a year ago for
this project but unfortunately the price has gone up and we will  be short
$63,500 plus $12,000 for engineering services. We don’t have to go out to
bid for this so we can move on this sooner rather than later.  We need to
coordinate this with our current recreation programs because this needs to
be done before school lets out.   

Resolution to Reject Hate Within the City of Hackensack:  This
resolution came from Teaneck and it basically defines and defies the issue of
hate.   Violence against  others  due to their  identity  is  not  keeping within
American values.  The resolution rejects hate in all forms especially the type
that  results  in  violence  against  any  particular  group,  rejects  labeling  of
groups and being less valued than other groups.  We have our own program
here,  committee,  but  anything  we  can  do  in  this  world  to  make  people
respect each other is positive.  

Resolution to Block Robocalls:  I can’t express how happy I would
be if the world could end robocalls immediately.  I  ask for the Mayor and
Council’s support.  

Traffic within Hackensack School Areas:  O.I.C. Captain Busciglio –
We are working to alleviate the problems.  We are going to work with the PTA
or anyone at the schools that wants to assist.  We reached out to the Vice
Principal at Fairmount which is one of the problem areas.  We will see if we
can move the busses up.  We have some ideas to run by them.  We are here
to try and alleviate the problem.  Lt. Cappadonna from the Youth Division put
some paperwork together for you.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Are we working towards a well-defined
drop off plan?  Stephanie and I meet with the Board of Ed monthly so maybe
we can discuss it.  I see the list of the other towns and most of them have a
10 minute drop off, but some are 20 minutes to a half hour.  

Captain  Busciglio  responded  –  We  are  trying.   We  got  information  from
schools in neighboring towns to see what they do.  The issue is there is only
a 10-minute period to get 610 kids into Fairmount School.  That becomes an
issue.  We have an officer there but sometimes if we are short, we need to
pull him.  When the police are there, the police presence does help.  We want
to create a drop and go area up front and move the busses up.  They will not
start taking the students until 20 after the hour.  Captain Foley and myself
went there on Friday from 8 to 9AM and there was less traffic because we
were there but five minutes after eight am the kids started arriving but they
won’t allow them into the school.  
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Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – There are a few different factors.
There is the time frame where you are trying to get so many kids in a door in
5 minutes. As a parent, if you drop your child off and know there is a teacher
or administrator out there, you will go on your way.  If no one is there, now
you have a traffic jam because the parents are waiting.  Three sides of Parker
are all no parking.  I suggested maybe making this a 5 to 10-minute parking
area.  The main problem is that it is one way.  The parents that are double
parking.   A lot  of  parents are not happy about the tickets but if  you are
double parked 

and your child is running out into traffic and you are impeding other people,
then you are going to get a ticket.  We don’t have before-care, a lot of towns
do.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – They can park by Rowland Park and they
can walk.  People just don’t want to walk. 

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  Drop-off lanes  work  great.   In
Maywood that lane moves, you aren’t even allowed to get out of your car.  

Captain  Busciglio  responded –  That  is  what  we  are  trying  to  implement.
Captain Foley is working on the signs.  Once they get used to it and we see
how it works, we will put something on social media and maybe flyers.  We
need some help from the schools because there is only so much we can do.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – The problem is the contract for the teachers
says to come in at 8:20am so they can’t come in any earlier.  

City Manager responded – I met with the command staff and the OIC this
week in reference to these issues and I thought they came up with some
great ideas.  Next time we meet with the BOE, we should have Pete there
along with his designee from traffic.  I did not know that contractually they
have 10 minutes to unload 610 children.  That is tough for anybody.  The
parents are not going to just leave the kids there.  We need to come up with
a solution so we are going to meet with the schools and the police and the
traffic bureau.  

Resolution Appointing Bergen County Community Development
Committee:   Previously  Albert  Dib  and  Wayne  Vrisema  were  on  the
committee.   We have  now changed  it  to  add  Susan  and  Ryan,  our  new
project managers.  I will remain the alternate.  

Update Chapter 90 Ordinance – Sale of Tobacco:  The ordinance
needs to be changed because the sale of tobacco and vapes are now age of
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21.  The city also has some other concerns and I will check with zoning about
those.   

City  Attorney  –  This  is  not  physically  on  the  agenda  tonight,  just  for
discussion.  The reason we did not proceed forward is because I wanted to
bring some things to the Council’s attention.  We were updating Chapter 90
to include e-cigarettes within our tobacco regulations and those vendors are
not licensed by the State of NJ  so any 7-11 can decide to just sell  these
things.   Anyone can – a deli, a bank, there are no regulations on this type of
product called a nicotine delivery device.  Quite a number of towns in Bergen
County  and  within  the  State  are  now  establishing  a  municipal  licensing
system so that if they want to sell these products they have to go through
municipal licensing.  Eventually the State may regulate this at which time
their rules would come into place.  Municipalities like Ridgewood have put
the license into place with a fee where they charge $1,200 for a license and
then an annual fee.  If someone is selling these things without approval, you
can then hit them with an ordinance violation.  That was beyond the scope of
what I was asked to address in this ordinance but I felt it might be useful to
at least let you know about this in 
case it is something you may want to consider. 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I agree with the recommendation and
I think it is worthwhile as a city as whole to know where these products are
sold.  I think having an application and a fee is important.  This will make it
easier to control and we will know where they are sold, otherwise it is just an
open field.  

City Attorney responded – I will put a draft together for the next meeting and
the Council can introduce it.  I am just going to take what has been done with
other towns and change it to suit Hackensack. 
  
A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

Kathleen Salvo – Hackensack – This is great with the Board of Ed and the
Police Department to get our kids into the building safely.  The contract says
they can only start at 20 after.    Most other towns have a resource officer
that  accepts  the kids  when they get  dropped off and walks  them to  the
building or a designated drop off area.  Moving the busses up at Fairmount is
a  great  idea.   To  double  park  and  let  the  kids  off in  between  cars  is
dangerous.  Also, we need to enforce crossing at the crosswalks.  We have
crossing guards and the mother crosses with a child  within 5 feet of  the
crosswalk.  That is teaching them the wrong way.  We have to educate the
parents and the teachers to use the crosswalks.  Hiller’s, I don’t know if there
is a designated area and why is the road blocked off during the day? We
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need a drop off and a flow there.  There is no solution for ECDC.  I think we
are on the right  direction.   I  think we should  have a special  meeting so
everyone is on the same page.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We hired more SLEOs for the grammar
schools and I don’t know what their hours are or what they are allowed to do
but maybe they can be the folks there for the kids to be dropped off a little
earlier.  

Lt. Cappadona responded – Essentially the SELO IIIs can receive the children
but  the problem is  where are they receiving them to.   People have seen
Officer Dellucci in the morning but because those children are so little and it
is such a hazard, they need to have their hand held and he tries to facilitate
that but there is no place to put the kids.  I do agree that their contract starts
at 8:20 and they shouldn’t be asked to go above and beyond but maybe we
could somehow pay 15 minutes on a rotating basis to certain teachers that
want the position allowing more time for drop off.   A drop and go would
facilitate and speed things up.  Fairmount they keep the kids outside until the
last minute so there is a less waiting queue inside.  These are all issues that
need to be addressed.  

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – I think it is ironic that we are discussing the
traffic problems with kids because a few months ago we were discussing
about how kids were going to walk to school.  Parents are going to drive
them no matter where the school is.    I  have a problem with the Condo
Board being politicized.  Someone sent an email to somebody who sent it to
the secretary and had to have it approved by the Vice Chair and it was telling
people how to vote, not to vote, but how to vote.  The Condo Board should
not be political at all.  It went to residents.  People got it.  They should not be
using it for political purposes.  People are misconstruing the budget with the
referendum.  They are not related or tied into each other at all.  The budget
is required and the referendum was for a special project.  The Condo Board in
their minutes said the budget is the same as the referendum.  I am surprised
that they are allowed to put their agenda out to residents.  Maybe they need
to have all their emails approved by someone in the city before they go out.
My friends that live on Prospect got the email saying vote no on the budget
because that is what the Condo Board wants and who to vote for.  That is
wrong.  No one is overseeing it.  They are doing whatever they want, 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – They should not be political; I agree
with you 100%.  They should provide information to the public and let people
make their own decisions.    I do get their minutes and read them but I did
not read the last meeting minutes.  Councilman Battaglia does attend their
meetings.  If it was misrepresented, they should fix it.  I believe the concern
with the referendum was that people were against building a new school at
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this time, not against renovations.  I  believe the capital expenditures that
were published in The Record and were part of the presentation said that
their capital for this year is a down payment towards a new school when we
know there are renovations that need to be done.  That is a concern and is
one of my concerns. 

Perry Jackson – Hackensack – How many projected apartments will there be
moving forward?   I hope we continue to support the library and stick to the
budget that we recently stated.    

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  Right  now  we  have  about  2,000
approved  and  that  can  grow by  another  2,000.   None  of  that  has  been
finalized yet but there are plans for more to bring that 2,000 up to 3,000 or
4,000.  

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia. 
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Von 
Rudenborg X X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse

X
 

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation –COAH, Candela v. Hackensack
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned
at 8:12 PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW meeting was  offered by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.  Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on May 21, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
DEPUTY CITY CLERK
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