
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, March 26, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were
present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

2018 & 2019 Park Development Grant Presentation and Public
Hearing:  Pete Blanos, Millennium Strategies -   The City is in the process of
preparing to file three applications.  As part of the requirements for each
grant, there is a need to host a public hearing so that the public may provide
comment on the applications.   We are submitting an NJ DEP Green Acres
2019  Park  Development  Grant  which  is  a  multi-part  application  for
improvements to Staib Park and Columbus Park.  We are also in the process
of  filing  a  2019  Bergen  County  Open  Space  Trust  Fund  Municipal  Park
Improvement Grant for Staib Park and a 2018 Bergen County Open Space
Trust Fund Municipal Improvement Grant that we are repurposing.  Staib Park
is  a  medium  sized  recreational  facility  on  the  north  end  of  town  with
baseball/softball field, children’s playground, and a basketball court.  They
are in need of upgrade.  We will be adding additional amenities as part of this
project.   We  will  be  adding  a  new  dog  park,  rehabilitating  the  existing
basketball court and relocating the existing playground equipment.  We will
be  installing  an  open-air  pavilion.   The  last  item is  the  installation  of  a
concession and bathroom facility but that is not a part of our grant request.
It is a part of the overall project but not part of the grant request.  The total
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cost for this project is about $602,700.  The restroom facility is worth about
$300,000  of  that.   Columbus  Park  is  another  medium  sized  recreational
facility on the south end of the City with a baseball/softball field, children’s
playground area, basketball courts, tennis court, and walking trails and an
all-purpose court.    We are focusing on the basketball courts.  They are in
need of rehabilitation.  It is in need of an upgrade.  There are also some
drainage  issues.   Our  proposed  improvements  are  to  mill  and  pave  the
existing  basketball  courts,  mill  and  pave  existing  walkways  around  the
courts, install  new basketball  hoops, park benches, and trash receptacles,
and install new drainage systems and re-seeding the grass.  The total cost of
this project is $172,590.  Basically,  the total cost of all  improvements for
both projects based upon the estimates provided is $775,290.00 but for the
purposes  of  the  grant  request  we  subtract  the  $300,000  for  the
concession/bathroom  facility  which  brings  the  total  eligible  cost  to
$475,290.00.  Total grant fundable costs are $395,820.00 which is the total
we are going to be requesting through the NJDEP Green Acres Grant.  The
grant portion of that is $296,865.00 and the remainder is a $98,985.00 0%
interest 20-year loan.  In addition to that we are applying to repurpose a
2018 Bergen County Open Space Grant for $100,000 which will be applied to
the balance.  We are also applying for an additional $25,000 through a 2019
Bergen County Open Space Grant.  The total comes to $520,820.00 which is
an excess of the project cost.  Almost $100,000 of that is in the form of a
loan so we are trying to maximize the grant funding so we don’t have to use
that loan so the project can be fully funded through the grants.    

Mayor Labrosse commented - $300,000 for a bathroom seems kind of high,
but it includes the concession stand and storage as part of that. Let’s try not
to take down any trees over there if we can help it.  If we need to move the
building over a few feet to avoid taking down a 200 year old oak tree, I would
prefer that.    

Tom  Boorady,  Engineer  responded  –  That  cost  is  for  the  restroom  and
concession area which includes mens’ room, ladies’ room, and also a family
restroom.  There is a concession area which would be open to the field and
the pavilion.  All those items together including a storage area would total to
approximately $300,000.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – Those trees are really old and sometimes
pieces fall off the trees and can hit people in the head.

Mayor Labrosse responded – We should have an arborist go in and check the
trees out and trim them if need be.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg – I spoke with a counselor and she had the
same concerns as Leo.  We don’t want to see healthy trees being cut down
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but her concern was those old trees that are near the areas used for summer
recreation.  There are some big trees with big branches there.  

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

No one wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. 

Re-Introduction of  Tow Ordinance:  We have  added some minor
improvements but the changes exceeded a minor change so we have to re-
introduce the ordinance.    

City Attorney responded – The changes were all reviewed and recommended
by the Police Department.  They suggested the additional changes.  It meets
with their approval now.  

Suburban Engineering – Change Order - Fire Headquarters:   A
new contract needs to be put in place to exceed the old contract because we
have changed the threshold by 20%.  When I first started I thought there was
a grant that was covering the rehab of the condition under the firehouse floor
that had been contaminated for years.  I  learned that after 20 years the
problem hasn’t  been solved.   I  didn’t  know we were  funding the  project
through the operating budget.  Now we have come to the point where we
have to  award a  new contract  so I  need the  approval  of  the Mayor  and
Council.  Suburban Engineers has assured us that they will find a remedy to
clean this up and end this.      

Resolution for Northern Light Rail Project:  This is to extend the
Hudson Bergen Light Rail line from Hudson County into Bergen County which
would provide a direct link for Hackensack residents to Hudson County and
into New York City.   

City Attorney responded – This project has been on NJ Transit’s drawing board
for a number of years but has never been funded and recently at budget
hearings our State Senator raised the issue and after seeing that, it seemed
appropriate to pass a resolution supporting the project and keep the pressure
on for NJ Transit to meet the needs of the area.  The line itself is on existing
track, the line would not come directly through Hackensack but it is close
enough for residents especially with park and ride for them to use to get into
Hudson County.    

Zoning Board  Members:   We had some members  of  the  Zoning
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Board resign so the Board now has 6 voting members and 2 alternates.  They
had their own internal approval and Dr. Carrion has been approved as the
lead candidate to move to a regular member spot.   That still leaves one
alternate spot, and they can have as many as four.  

DMR  Re-Examination  Study:   It  is  a  statutory  requirement  to
provide a re-examination study.  We have a proposal from DMR for $24,800
and I would recommend this and Fran as a candidate with all his knowledge
of the City.  

Resolution Opposing North Bergen Power Plant:  We had a fair
amount  of  discussion  about  this  resolution  at  prior  meetings.   Other
municipalities  have done opposing resolutions,  not  in  favor  of  the  power
plant.  

City Attorney responded – The resolution we are adopting is different from
the  one  the  other  towns  adopted  that  is  extremely  long  and  contains
numerous assertions that may or may not be justified by the facts.  This
resolution makes clear the Council’s position on it without going so far as to
cite factual statements that we have not reviewed and confirmed. 

Gym Floor Colors:  The City Manager provided the Mayor and Council
color samples to pick from for the new M&M gym floor.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – At the goals meeting, Mr. Labrosse, you were
tasked with enhance employee handbook to include a confidentiality clause.
In  a  time  of  conscientious  employee  protection  acts  and  retaliation  for
political activities and thoughts, lawsuits, do you really want to go down that
road? 

Mayor Labrosse responded – Employees have to respect the privacy of their
workplace.  If there is litigation or something involved, I think our employees
need to know that there are certain things that should not be released from
City Hall into the public sector.  

Mr. Salkin continued – This is generally done with a resolution.  Perhaps it is
appropriate to do this with an ordinance and let us see what is going on.    I
am seeking clarification, I know there are projects that are BT and not BT, the
M&M improvements is yours and I am puzzled because now towards the end
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of the project we are hiring a Clerk of the Works.  Can you go into a little
more detail as to what necessitated this?  I thought we have people on staff
that do this sort of supervision.  

City Manager responded – We do currently.  There are issues that arose out of
that project because of a dispute between the contractor and the designer.
To best way to sort that out is to get a third party who is neutral, who is
going to look at both sides of the equation and figure out what should have
been done, what could have been done and what we need to do.  He is on a
fact finding study at this point.  

Mr. Salkin continued – DMR is supervising this, correct?

City Manager responded – According to DMR, they are not supervising.  They
designed the project.  We had a former project manager that worked here
and 

was supposed to be managing the project and apparently that was not done
so I am trying to sort this out.

City  Attorney  responded  –  With  regard  to  the  employee  handbook,  any
changes to the handbook will go through legal review to make sure that they
are appropriate and meet the requirements of all existing laws.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I have more information for Mr. Salkin
that I did not have present with me at the last meeting.    Mr. Salkin bought
up 100 State Street which we recently renegotiated the PILOT for and his
claim was that they were paying land tax on that and that it was part of the
amount that they should have continued as part  of  the equation.  The NJ
statute for payment in lieu of taxes is very specific in that once the PILOT
begins, if land tax continues to be paid, the individual developer must be
reimbursed for that land tax within the following year so in essence they are
not paying any land tax. I asked our redevelopment attorney to take out that
original agreement with 100 State Street.  The statement in the agreement
says “in accordance with tax exemption law including but without limitation
N.J.S.A. 40A:20-12 the owner shall be entitled to a credit against the annual
service charge equal to the amount without interest of the land tax paid by it
in the last four preceding quarterly installments.”  Not only is it in the state
statute but it is included in the agreement.  We were able to negotiate with
them, we owed two years back to them and we were able to negotiate to
drop that and not make us pay that installment because they agreed that
some of the agreement could have been more apropos to the other PILOTs.
It  happens that that developer is doing other projects in the city so they
graciously agreed to change the terms so it is similar to the other PILOTs. 
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Gwen Jackson – Union Street – Hackensack – I am excited to see all of the
development going on in the city.  We had a problem this past winter on
Union Street.  The last snow we had, it says no parking when the street is
snow covered, but no one came with the bullhorn saying move your cars.
They did the winter before which was great so people got out and moved the
cars.  The last snow everyone got tickets.  Two snows before that which were
kind of heavy, no tickets were written.  I think there needs to be consistency.
People  get  confused.   Sometimes  people  park  there  and there  is  4  or  5
inches of snow and they can’t plow the street properly and no tickets are
given.   The ticketing has to be consistent.   They need to come with the
bullhorns every single time because people need to know you are serious
about it.    People see the signs but they don’t pay attention because they
get complacent.  Consistency is what we need.

Mayor Labrosse responded – You may also want to sign up for Nixle alerts
which is like an electronic bullhorn with a text message saying you can’t park
on the snow streets.  The city needs to do a better job.  We need to do a
better job of  notifying the residents.  The enforcement needs to be done
properly.  

Jeff Dixon – Lawrence Street - Hackensack – I got a parking ticket the last
snow storm because of the inconsistency.  I was confused.  They didn’t come
around with the bullhorn like they did in the past.  They did not even come
clean the street after the fact.  

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – There is no parking when the road is snow
covered.  You are lucky that it was just ticketed and not towed.  

Lakisha DeWitt – Hackensack – I see all the development going on.  Is there
any low income housing?  Where do you go to apply to this? I am new to the
area and really don’t know.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – We are working on an affordable housing project
with some developers it  the area.   We have a large amount through the
Housing Authority so we meet our requirements.  You would have to contact
the Housing Authority and get on a list. They are at 65 First Street.  The
developers that are working in the area are putting money in a trust fund
and that money will be used to build of fix affordable housing in the city.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg
and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation –64 Prospect, Nunnermacker v.

Hackensack
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.
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Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.   Meeting
adjourned at 8:03 PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  meeting  was  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.  Meeting adjourned
at 8:03 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on April 9, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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