
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, February 26, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in
attendance. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were
present.  

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Johnson Park Greenhouse:   For  many years  now,  we have been
looking  at  revitalizing  the  greenhouse  and  now  the  Environmental
Commission is very eager to make that property useful for the community.
However, there is always a cost associated with upgrades.  The committee
does  not  have  the  financial  resources  to  do  this.   We  have  requested
financials for the investigative part from DMR and they provided 2 quotes.
One is for $9,000 for the assessment of the building and the other quote is
for $10,000 which is for the asbestos removal to make it environmentally
safe.  Essentially it is $19,000 to make the building environmentally safe.
The board is willing to put forth some efforts for donations.  There is the
issue of installing a fence, repair, safety of entry and exit, involvement of
DPW, hour of operation, approval of DMR of the proposal.  

Lloyd Rosenburg – DMR Architects – There are studies that need to be done
on the building to see if it is worthwhile to put money into repairing it.  The
environmental issues need to be dealt with, there is probably asbestos in the
building.  We would have to also see if the structure of the building would be
able to stand the impact of renovating the building.  We would recommend

02.26.19   1



not to put a glass structure on top, but to put a fabric structure on top which
would be lighter.  These steps need to be taken in order to assess the long-
term cost of the project.  

Gary Terzano – Chairman, Environmental Commission – I anticipated that it
would take most of the year to get the rehab studies done.  We have had
several walkthroughs. We feel pretty confident that it could be saved.  The
high school Go Green club was using it until they suddenly were not allowed
in anymore a few years ago.  The glass was not safe anymore.  We know
about the asbestos paneling along the outside but we feel confident that the
city  can save the  greenhouse.   We are  happy that  in  the  meantime the
Council approved the community garden which I hope to get up and running
this year with recreation in conjunction with DPW.  

Stigma Free Chairperson/Deputy Chairperson Appointment: The
proposed Chairman is Susan McVeigh, our Health Officer, and our Deputy
Chairperson would be Allison our Deputy City Clerk.   

Fee Schedule Changes for Parks & Recreation: These originated
from a request to make sure the City is charging the appropriate fees.  Rose,
our  Interim  Recreation  Superintendent  did  some  research  on  our  fees  in
conjunction with the towns around the city.  Right now we just want you to
review these fees.  Please mark it up and come see me so we can come up
with a final product.  

Truck Parking Tow Ordinance:  This is to make sure the City is in
compliance and has the appropriate language. 

City Attorney – This gives the city authorization to be able to tow trucks that
may  be  parked  on  City  streets  in  residential  areas  and  place  them into
storage.  We have restrictions on parking of these trucks unless they are
actively loading or unloading.  

Resolution  –  Reappointment  of  Judge  Denice:   Judge  Denice
would  like  to  continue  to  serve  the  City  of  Hackensack.   All  judge
appointments are for three-year terms.  

Shared Services with Wood Ridge – Child Health Conference:
This is a renewal.  There is a yearly fee of $1,000 which we charge Wood
Ridge through our Health Department for providing these services.   

Resolution – Suez Demand to Replace Pipes:  There is a demand
for Suez to aggressively replace the lead service lines that they own.  Lead
pipes affect the amount of lead in our drinking water so the resolution calls
for them to commit to a replacement program for all the lines that they own
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in no less than 5 to 7 years.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded –  We spoke with  our  engineers  and
project manager and told them to make sure we get from Suez a color-coded
detailed map so we know exactly where in the City these lead pipes are.  

Revised  Towing  Ordinance: In  our  towing  ordinance,  one  of  the
conditions omitted was a fee for the city of Hackensack, that in my opinion
needs to be omitted because this should not be a fundraiser for the city.  

Shared  Services  Agreements/Resolution  –  Street
Sweeping/Vehicles Maintenance:  We are building shared services with
Bergen County and we have three resolutions on for tonight’s meeting for
street sweeping and the vehicle maintenance which would allow us to utilize
these  services  with  the  County.   This  wouldn’t  be  something  we  would
automatically utilize, it would be on an as-needed basis.  

Bergen County Shared Services - Fuel: We have signed a long-
term agreement with Bergen County for the salt dome, which is located on
Kansas Street.  That saved us a very large sum of money.  We had a leak at
our  fuel  dispensing  system and  now  there  is  a  clean  up  that  has  been
commenced because of the diesel fuel leakage into the ground.  We now
have an agreement with Bergen County to provide fuel service for all of our
city vehicles.  We don’t have to worry about fuel or order fuel.  This will also
save the city time and money.  The people who used to get gas from us
made their own arrangements.   

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – I am glad Resolution 101-19 is on for the RFP
for the financial  advisor for redevelopment.  Why don’t  you take it  a step
further? You should go out for competitive bidding for the ambulance service.
The  same statute  that  is  cited here  also  talks  about  emergency medical
services.  I believe HUMC will get it again but at least you are doing the right
thing.  

Louis  Dicepola  –  Hackensack  –  I  am  here  tonight  on  behalf  of  the
Environmental  Commission.   The  Environmental  Commission  voted
unanimously  to  endorse  the  Council  to  pass  a  resolution  opposing  the
Meadowlands  powerplant  project.   We  have  endorsed  this  letter.   The
background  is  there  a  proposal  to  build  a  1,200  mega  watt  natural  gas
powerplant in North Bergen on the border of Hudson and Bergen County for
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energy for New York.  It would be one of the largest sources of air pollution
and the second greatest source of greenhouse gases.  It would release many
harmful gasses into the environment.  Bergen and Hudson Counties already
have an F rating for ozone pollution.  The population has significant cases of
pediatric  and  adult  asthma.  The  UN  Intercontinental  Council  on  Climate
Change has issued two reports, one very dire saying we have to stop burning
fossil  fuels.   Right  now,  45 towns  in  Bergen  County  have passed similar
resolutions.  We urge this Council pass this resolution.    

Regina DiPasqua – Parker Avenue – Hackensack – I was also wondering why
you hadn’t come out opposing it.  I understand the political ramifications and
who supports it but you have to do what’s right for the city.  Last time I was
here,  I  was very  bothered by what  you allowed people  to  do that  night.
There was a gentleman talking about crosswalks on Prospect and you said
you hadn’t looked into it.  If you know from Passaic to Central there is not
one crosswalk.  Lots of apartments and people with no place to cross safely.
There is a major traffic jam by the hospital when people just walk right out
into the street.  Have you looked into crosswalks on Prospect or somewhat
for those people to cross safely?

Mayor Labrosse responded – We have discussed midblock crosswalks and the
one by the hospital is a nightmare.  The problem there is it is mostly patients
and  hospital  employees  going  to  and  from the  Sanzari  building  and  the
hospital.  We are looking into it but we think midblock crosswalks and more
dangerous than having no crosswalk at all.  

Lorelei Kaminski – Prospect Avenue - Hackensack – I want to approach the
Council and thank them again for the go ahead to get the community garden
started.  The proposals by DMR really encouraged the City to think about the
initial  study  at  least.   I  keep  getting  emails  from  Fairleigh  Dickenson,
Montclair State University and they are interested in helping us.  There is
grant funding available.  I am sure there are ways to raise money.  As the
community grows, I think we need to have this available to people in the city.
The hospital wanted to use it for healthy eating studies.  There are so many
possibilities.

Mayor Labrosse responded – Steve, can you look into the parameters we
need to stay into to do some sort of fundraising for this.  

City  Attorney responded – Municipal  governments  are in  power to accept
charitable contributions directly without having to do a 501c3.  There may
have to be an accepting resolution depending if there were a major donation.
In  terms  of  the  city  holding  a  fundraiser  that  is  one  thing  but  we  are
specifically allowed to accept charitable contributions.  What efforts we can
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engage in to raise those funds is something I would have to look into.     

John Evans – Lincoln Street- Hackensack – I called up SUEZ and they told me
not to worry about the lead supply pipes.  I  would like to pick up on the
Deputy Mayor’s point on shared services.  There are a lot of tradeoffs.  When
it is feasible, the public would like to know all of it to see how it balances out,
what we do for them and they do for us.  I was disappointed that the bond
for the high school and educational facilities was defeated.   What are the
next steps that you are considering?  What were the lessons learned? My
sons who no longer goes there said the middle school and high school really
needs it.  He was very keen, but he was also scratching his head about a new
high school.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – The City continues to meet with the
BOE monthly  and we are  colleting  a  lot  of  data  to  look at  proposals  for
renovations.  A lot of the feedback was that folks wanted options as far as
what to select to vote for.   I am hoping that what we will see for the short
term is a good plan for renovating because some of those buildings have
been neglected for a long time.  Let’s give the BOE a chance to collect all of
that data and come back and present it to the public.  

Annette Jankowski – Prospect Avenue – Hackensack – I am a member of the
Condo  COOP  Board  and  one  of  our  concerns  has  been  those  mid-block
pedestrian crossings that was just bought up and we had concern about that
also.  There are also many bus stops where people cross in the middle of the
street.  We did research last year and spoke with law enforcement officials
and mid-block pedestrian crosswalks cause more accidents statistically.   I
truly don’t know what the answer is.  Prospect is such a long street and the
busses run all the time.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – There are intersections, I am going to ask the
City Manager to look into it.  Someone isn’t going to walk all the way from
Central to Passaic just to cross the street or to catch the bus.  If you put a
crosswalk there, I  don’t  know if  people are going to walk to there either.
People don’t always take the safest route.  

Peter Marchisani – Davis Avenue – Hackensack – I still support you guys, I
haven’t been here in a while.  I am grateful for all your service to the city and
I am also here to support the Environmental Committee.  I  am under the
impression that the Greenhouse can be torn down and that would cost us
money.   We didn’t tear the M&M Building down, we did something with it.  I
think  everything  proposed  foe  the  greenhouse  is  reachable  with  the
remediation necessary and as the funds become available.  The lead pipes
intrigue  me.   I  was  under  the  impression  that  all  the  service  lines  in
Hackensack are lead.  Anything that can be done to move this along would
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be appreciated.  I also think this of the powerplant in the Meadowlands and I
think there should be a resolution saying as a community we are not in favor
of this.  Shared services are wonderful.  If there is remediation going on at
DPW I would hope that all of that will just be ripped up and cleaned up and
that will be the end of it.  It makes sense, it is cooperative buying. 

Gary  Terzano  –  Fairmount  Avenue  -  Hackensack  –  In  1968  when  it  was
Hackensack Water Company, I worked the summer there before I went into
the Army. We poured a lot of lead joints to connect lines in the pipes in the
streets.  When I came home from the service in 1970 at certain locations, we
poured lead joints.   My house was built  in  1925 and a couple years ago
sprung a leak and luckily we had the insurance and it was a $4,000 dollar job
and it only cost us the fee for the year which was $50 or $60 dollars.  That
was lead which was removed from my house and copper was put in.  Be
patient because it will be a long process to change out the water mains.  The
key is to coordinate with other utilities before we tear a whole street up,
pave it, then have them come back and do it again.  We are an old town and
we have a lot of old water mains.  We don’t know until we open the ground
what we are faced with.  

No one else wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X X  

Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation – Duardo v. Hackensack
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned at
8:15 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on March 26, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK
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