
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, February 25, 2020.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman Battaglia,
and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.  Deputy Mayor Canestrino was absent.
City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.     

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

Fairmount Ave./Grand Ave. No Left Turn:  This is a reflection and
proposal by the police department and the efforts of Leo Battaglia who are
working on our school drop off and pick up and the safety of the children.
There was signage posted for no left turn.  Now we want to know if there will
be an addition to add the afternoon session.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – It makes sense if you do the morning to do the
afternoon.  

Update – 39 Broadway Ramp Installation:  This request was made
by one of our former residents Kathleen Salvo to discuss 39 Broadway and
how it would help with safety to remove the handicapped spot and put in a
crosswalk.  That has been completed.  

Trecan Snowmelter (DPW):   There was interest by the Mayor and
Council for us to look into the snowmelter.  It was quite expensive and at this
point I don’t know if I want to own one based on the amount of snow we got.
I think at this point we will slow our roll and work on our 2020 budget.  
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Intro to Ordinance –  Vacant and Abandoned Properties:   We
have  an  introduction  tonight  to  the  vacant  and  abandoned  property
ordinance.   We  have  an  employee  assigned  to  abandoned  and  vacant
properties.  We want to make sure they are compliant in paying their taxes
and  that  they  are  restored  if  they  are  out  of  kilter  and  are  appropriate
looking.  This ordinance says within 60 days of a property becoming vacant
or within 30 days of assuming ownership of the property, or within 10 days of
a notice from the municipality, the vacant property must be registered with
the  zoning  officer  or  designee.   The  City  Manager  will  administer  the
ordinance.  We are trying to identify these people and get them compliant. 

City Attorney responded – A couple hundred municipalities in NJ have these
sorts of ordinances. We have based in on models from other places and it
has been effective to some extent.    Any additional tool we can have is
useful.  

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

Richard  Salkin  –  Hackensack  –  You  can’t  just  copy  and  paste  these
ordinances since this is a city manager form of government.  You are tacking
on sections 44 through 46 to an existing ordinance.  Let me read you part of
an existing ordinance.  Public Officer is a person designated by the City of
Hackensack designed by the Mayor and Council.  I know you have language
in there that says anything inconsistent is repealed but that is a hell of a way
to start off a new ordinance saying the City Manager.  Again, I  have this
discussion because I  don’t think this gentleman here has the power.   We
went from executive orders to today.  This proposed ordinance is a travesty.
Section 54 of the proposed ordinance says the City Manager may issue rules
and regulations for  the administration of  the provisions  of  this  ordinance.
Rules and regulations as approved by the City Attorney shall be maintained
on file with the City Clerk and the public officer and we don’t know who that
is  going  to  be.   With  all  due  respect,  Mr.  Ehrenberg,  you  are  not  the
legislative body and you should not be promulgating regulations.  You need
to do this right and go back and read the 15 pages of the Manager form of
government because you are not showing a great understanding of it.  You
need to table what you have on your docket.

City Attorney responded – Obviously there will be a public hearing on this at
second reading at which time the ability to have further discussion about this
is available.  Just so the Council understands, this is separate and apart from
other abandoned property legislation that is in our City Code.  This is based
under  NJSA  Title  40  under  our  Police  powers.   This  approach  has  been
recommended as another way to deal with properties that may be having
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some issues but are not technically qualifying as abandoned.  It is certainly
more than permissible  to have the City Manager deal with administrative
issues and how this ordinance will be put into place but of course it has to
comply  with  the  direction  the  Council  has  given  by  adoption  of  the
ordinance.  Certainly, how the registration will take place, the format of the
form, all those things are within the Manager’s discretion under this form of
government.  Just like with any legislation passed the City Council can’t think
of everything at once so in order to adopt an ordinance it takes potentially a
month so, there is always an administrative official able to issue regulations.
I don’t see any legal issue with it.  I don’t think because this is a Manager
form of government that there should be any issue with respect to that.  All it
is  doing  is  giving  the  broadest  possible  tools  for  the  City  to  be  able  to
manage this issue.    

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – Kathy Salvo wants to thank you for that
ramp, but I am sorry to hear that you kicked her out of the City.  She is still a
resident and you said former resident.  She is still a resident.  She lives on
Lodi Street; She is in Florida at her other house, but she is still a resident.
She has had that house forever.  Her address is Lodi Street.  I wanted to
clarify that.  I was not able to find the community garden on the Rec page.  I
questioned  Hackensack  residents  only  and  I  couldn’t  find  it  again  today.
Hopefully it will not be limited.  Thank you.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – Chairman of Environmental Commission – On
the snow melter, it has been discussed.  In 1983 in April, spring was coming,
and we got a 15 inch blizzard.  Regardless of global warming, we might get
the perfect storm.  The snow machine would be mostly for Main Street and
State Street and the business district. To keep dumping snow and debris into
the city parks is not the way to go.  We are trying to take the paved part of
Staib Park to make it more beneficial. We need to come up with a better
way.   Machines  at  that  expenses  comes  with  training.   It  is  usually
incorporated in the price of the machine.  Fort Lee uses a machine and they
are satisfied with it.  I hope that DPW can call on them to find out how it
operates.  Let’s keep looking at it as we move forward.  The trash in town on
vacant properties is horrendous but the NJ Transit line along Railroad Avenue
there is a tremendous amount of trash. I use that as my highway in town and
it is not fair to those residents to see that kind of trash.  We should send
letters to residents saying you should clean up your property if its your trash
or not. 

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.  
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CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  –  Worker’s  Compensation  John

Herman,  Nunnermacker,  COAH,  Underwood
Properties, Milan Realty, Delgado 

3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.
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Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims. Meeting adjourned at
8:04 PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW meeting was  offered by Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia. Meeting adjourned at 8:04 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on April 7, 2020. 

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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