
CITY OF HACKENSACK
     MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, February 23, 2021.  

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86418666792?
pwd=ZndPK0NNdW1XUThuS0gzZnN2ZDZTUT09 The meeting was also able 
to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID number 864 1866 6792 
meeting password 176970 or by telephone by dialing 1-646-558-8656 and 
entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall.

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and recent regulations issued by
the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will be in effect for public
comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public  shall  have an opportunity  for  comment during the designated
public portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited
to three minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council
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more than once, except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for
an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public  comment,  the Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Council  will  recognize one speaker at a time.  That speaker
must identify himself or herself by full name and whether or not he or she
resides in Hackensack. No other member of the public is permitted to speak
unless recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may
be muted during that time if necessary to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting attendees shall exhibit appropriate demeanor during this meeting,
as required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.   In the event any member of
the public becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by
the presiding officer and will  receive a warning that  continued disruption
may result in being prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting
entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function, however, this is to be
used only  for  the purpose of  advising the City’s  IT  staff of  any technical
concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into
the record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public
meeting of the City Council.  Comments can be submitted by regular mail or
by e-mail to  asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments received less than five
hours before the start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any
person who actually speaks during the public comment portion of a remote
public meeting may not also have a comment read into the record.  The City
Clerk  will  stop reading a  written  comment  into  the public  record  once it
reaches the three (3)  minute  limit.   Duplicate  written  comments  may be
summarized and noted for the record in a consistent manner.

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Amendment  –  Snow  Removal  Ordinance  (148-32):   This  is  a
change  to  the  snow  ordinance  to  remove  snow  from  the  sidewalk  or
driveway into the roadway after the DPW has plowed the roadway.   The
snow removed from the property shall not be deposited on any portion of the
roadway. The new ordinance says under no circumstances shall snow or ice
be deposited on the city right of way or land between the sidewalk and curb
even  if  it  is  not  on  the  roadway.   Snow  deposited  on  private  property
abutting a public street shall not impede the ability for the operator of motor
vehicles to clearly observe traffic on a public street when entering or exiting
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a driveway or other private road.  For the purpose of this ordinance, any
deposit  of  snow  that  exceeds  36  inches  shall  create  a  rebuttable
presumption  that  the  driver’s  view has  been impeded in  violation  of  the
ordinance.  So, people can not pile up snow that exceeds three feet because
the  people  pulling  into  the  driveway  or  walking  will  not  be  seen  so  it
becomes a public safety issue. The City will be getting input from residents
so this ordinance can be fixed moving forward.  

Amendment –  Commercial  Vehicles Ordinance (170-12):   This
ordinance  is  to  address  vehicles  operated  that  are  actively  or  directly
engaged  in  a  transaction  or  performance  of  a  business  with  owners  or
occupants  of  the  property  located  within  the  residential  area  or  vehicles
operating actively and directly engaged with an installation, maintenance, or
performance of public utility services in a residential area.  In no event shall
such parking be permitted  for any reason between 9PM and 7AM without
authorization from the City Manager or Police Department designee.  So, we
are not trying to prevent people from using vehicles to make deliveries or a
moving van but we have people that bring vehicles in that are just parking
them because it is inconvenient for them to find parking for them and they
leave them in residential zones.  

City Attorney responded – This ordinance addresses two issues.  The first
issue  is  that  right  now  it  is  illegal  for  a  commercial  vehicle  to  be  in  a
residential zone really for any reason.  There are legitimate reasons like if
you are performing home maintenance, receiving a delivery,  public  utility
services. Right now, the ordinance has a blanket ban on that. That created a
problem where  the  law doesn’t  reflect  reality.  What  this  does  is  it  says
commercial vehicles in residential zone, we understand there are reasons
that they may need to be there but we will limit it to those legitimate needs.
The second part of this is that we had no restrictions in them parking in other
zones such as business or commercial zones, office zones where there has
been some concern that vehicles might be parking there with no Hackensack
business on-going.  They may be leaving them there overnight because they
can’t find parking elsewhere.  Now, the ordinance says if you are parking
there  you  now  need  a  legitimate  reason  for  being  there.  It  is  making
everything consistent in saying that commercial vehicles should only be in
residential  area  while  doing  business  in  that  area,  commercial  vehicles
should  only  be  allowed if  they are part  of  commercial  business  or  doing
business with one.  The purpose of this is to deal with known abusers of the
system.   There  will  be  an  educational  process  to  let  these  commercial
vehicles know, warnings will be put out before tickets are issues.  They are
taking up parking, they are not attractive to the community.  We are dealing
with those issues simultaneously moving forward.  

Johnson Park Improvements:  Johnson Park is one of the parks we
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are focusing on for improvements.  Johnson Park sports facility improvement
phase one 1A contract  includes  installation  of  1,563 linear  feet  of  storm
drainage,  one  reconstructed  drainage  structure,  and  12  new  drainage
structures, utility relocation, 410 linear feet of sanitary pipe, 3 new sanitary
sewer  lines.   This  is  the  infrastructure  that  will  be  needed  for  future
development of Johnson Park and without it we cannot move forward. This is
phase one 1 of that agreement to move the project forward.    

Resolution  –  Juneteenth:  This  has  become  a  signed  law  in  New
Jersey.  The resolution speaks to President Lincoln signing the Emancipation
Proclamation declaring all persons held as slaves within the states therefore
and forever free.  On Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day,
Liberation  Day,  Emancipation  Day,  it  has  been celebrated by  the  African
American community  since 1866.   Since that time,  it  has become widely
recognized as an important day to commemorate and honoring the history
and  contributions  of  African  Americans.   Because  the  City  has   signed
agreements with employees and there have been no negotiations and this
was not in play when we had contract negotiations, the thought is to declare
June 18th a paid holiday for all employees so they can celebrate Juneteenth
and  reflect  upon  the  sacrifices  made  by  African  Americans  and  slaved
persons and their descendants in their continuous quest for human freedom
and dignity. If approved by the Mayor and Council, the City will provide this
benefit to employees for 2021. Going forward, it would be discussed with
future unions and employees.  

City  Attorney  responded  –  Last  year,  the  State  legislature  declared
Juneteenth a State holiday for its employees.  The State will not be open but
the law did not mandate that Juneteenth be a holiday for municipalities.  It is
up to each town to determine whether to treat Juneteenth as a holiday itself.
Being that it is Black History Month, there was an interest of the Council to
move  forward  and  declare  Juneteenth  a  holiday  for  this  year  and  then
hopefully sit down with the unions and  look to make it a permeant change.
At least  get this on the books for this year and to celebrate an increasingly
major  holiday  throughout  the  United  States.   Most  states  have  declare
Juneteenth as a holiday in one way or the other.  New Jersey took that step
last  year.  This  would  have  the  Council  state  on  its  own  that  it  believes
Juneteenth is a holiday worth celebrating.  

PSE&G  –  LED  Lighting  Upgrades:  There  have  been several
discussions  about  lighting  at  intersections  and  that  the  LEDs  have  been
added.  PSEG evaluated the lighting on Prospect Avenue and recommended
one  replacement  of  the  current  location  light  fixtures  to  a  new  higher
wattage LED fixture.  The cost associated with the upgrades includes a new
fixture, the installation, and the and monthly usage and maintenance for a
total cost of $253.56.  The City has numerous locations and intersections and
02.23.21   4



lighting is an important component.  There was 132 pedestrians struck in the
City of Hackensack in 2020.  Lighting, education, getting people to pick their
head up and look are important components but this is our first step in trying
to reduce pedestrian accidents.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Councilman Battaglia - I would like to start by saying I am in no way affiliated
or part owner with GM and Capelli.  They bought to my attention a proposal
to renovate two high school soccer fields by converting them from grass to
turf and potentially adding the lines.  I put them in contact with Business
Administrator  and  Superintendent  Sanchez.   Any  further  discussions  in
regard to their proposal and what was included in the contract was strictly
between GM and Capelli and the Board of Education. The City Council and I
are  working  towards  completing  the  sports  dome to  bring  a  safe  indoor
space for Hackensack’s kids to come to play in a turf field at no cost rather
than have to travel out of the city if they want to practice or play.  My only
objective for being on the Council is to improve the City of Hackensack for all
the residents that make up the great city that I have lived in for 42 years.  

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – Juneteenth is a great idea but your ordinance
defines holidays so you shouldn’t do this by resolution, you should amend
the ordinance and do this properly.  I am unclear on the proposed ordinance
for snow removal, you said something about a further meeting to refine it,
but  there  is  an  introduction  of  an  ordinance  on  tonight.   Is  that  going
forward?  I think there is a major issue and you should not introduce the
ordinance.  You are declaring war on your residents.  You can’t put snow in
the right of way.  I lived in a house with 145-foot driveway, when you have a
storm with a foot of wet snow, you are going to have the residents put this
on  their  lawn  and  not  in  the  right  of  way  between  the  street  and  the
sidewalk?  That  is  nuts  unless  you  are  going  to  establish  a  fund  to  fund
families when someone dies of a heart attack.  It is a bad idea.  I know the
DPW doesn’t like it when people put it in the street, and I don’t blame them
but this is overreaching and a bad idea.  I urge you not to declare war on the
residents.  Don’t introduce this tonight.

Anette Jankowski – Hackensack - Thank you for passing resolution at the last
meeting for the appointment of Darlene Williams to our board.  Thank you for
addressing the dim lighting issue with Public Service.  The Condo Board has
been working on that for over a year.  We have already had one pedestrian
fatality and one pedestrian hit and run so we thank you for paying attention
to that.  It is a safety issue and we are all working together on it.  

Brigitte  Rucker  –  Hackensack –  I  am going to speak on the resolution  of
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Juneteenth.   Thank  you  for  doing  your  research  because  that  is  very
important but we celebrate this holiday because it is an African American
holiday.  That is because the slaves were freed while American celebrates
the fourth of July. If you have this holiday, here at the time, this should be
geared toward African Americans not a city of people or city workers. If you
want to give them that holiday off as paid, I agree but you have no shame in
using this resolution of a holiday.  You knew nothing about it before until 45
other states started to celebrated it.  You will use this before your election
campaign to bamboozle and hoodwink the African American community into
votes.  Why wasn’t this done seven years in office. I agree with Mr. Salkin
that if  you are giving this holiday,  you are giving it  to African Americans
because  they  were  enslaved  not  everybody  else.   What  he  said  was
absolutely true. It is not a holiday for everyone.  

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 6:28 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on March 23, 2021.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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