
CITY OF HACKENSACK
     MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, February 9, 2021.  

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89700474911?
pwd=SDIwaXdIdzdIdFFrRHlsZmpYMExQUT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 897 0047 4911 meeting password 620740 or by telephone by dialing
1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall.

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and recent regulations issued by
the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will be in effect for public
comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public  shall  have an opportunity  for  comment during the designated
public portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited
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to three minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council
more than once, except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for
an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public  comment,  the Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Council  will  recognize one speaker at a time.  That speaker
must identify himself or herself by full name and whether or not he or she
resides in Hackensack. No other member of the public is permitted to speak
unless recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may
be muted during that time if necessary to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting attendees shall exhibit appropriate demeanor during this meeting,
as required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.   In the event any member of
the public becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by
the presiding officer and will  receive a warning that  continued disruption
may result in being prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting
entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function, however, this is to be
used only  for  the purpose of  advising the City’s  IT  staff of  any technical
concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into
the record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public
meeting of the City Council.  Comments can be submitted by regular mail or
by e-mail to  asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments received less than five
hours before the start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any
person who actually speaks during the public comment portion of a remote
public meeting may not also have a comment read into the record.  The City
Clerk  will  stop reading a  written  comment  into  the public  record  once it
reaches the three (3)  minute  limit.   Duplicate  written  comments  may be
summarized and noted for the record in a consistent manner.

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Presentation: Sewer Separation – Suburban Engineering:   Erin
Abline,  Suburban  Engineers,  gave  a  power  point  presentation  on  the
progress the City has made on the CSO combined sewer project.  

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Update:   Susan McVeigh, Health Officer -
Over the last several months, the Health Dept has been taking steps to be
able to provide a COVID-19 vaccine clinic for eligible residents.  The Health
Department  has  been  reaching  out  to  community  partners,  the  Housing
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Authority  and BVMI  to  get  all  of  this  started and  to  get  vaccines  to  the
people.  We are certified by the State of NJ to operate a vaccine clinic.  On
February 6, 2021, we were advised that all available doses will be going to
Bergen County and not to us.  We have daily calls with the State and just
today the Assistant Commissioner of  Health said that they will  expand to
more clinics when more vaccines become available.  I  am suggesting that
people go on to Hackensack.org on the front page and make sure you are
eligible.  Links to register at New Bridge in Paramus and the mega-site at the
Meadowlands are posted there.  I went on those sites today and they all say
no appointments available.  Right now, there is more demand than there is
supply of vaccines.  The State needs to step up to get vaccines out so we can
get them out to the citizens.  The State hotline number is 855-568-0545 and
there are people there during the day that can assist you and speak to you
and try to help you get an appointment.  We will make every effort to get
vaccines especially so the at-risk community members can be served.  

Ordinance – Long Term Hotel Stay Restrictions:  City Attorney -
There are two ordinances up for introduction.  One for the for licensing of
hotels for proper operation and making sure they are safe.   While we don’t
have any hotels active in Hackensack, we hope with redevelopment that we
get some interest in that.  There is a separate type of hotel known as an
extended stay hotel  which is  marketed to weekly  or  monthly  guests  and
these hotels  tend to have kitchens and serve as de facto apartments for
lengthy periods of times.  There has been interest in some of those here and
the Council’s feeling I think is this type of hotel use is not what the City is
looking for at this time.  These are not like the Hilton or anything like that.
There is more concern with these.  The idea with the second ordinance is to
make  those  type  of  hotels  not  a  permitted  use  so  in  order  to  build  an
extended stay,  they would have to get an appropriate variance from the
Zoning Board to be permitted to operate and they would have to show that
their operation would not be a detriment to the community. Combined that
will  address concerns regarding hotels  and motels.   They are on for  first
reading tonight.  We will obviously have a public hearing in a couple weeks.
The base model for the ordinance actually comes from South Hackensack
which actually has a number of hotels and motels along Route 46 and it was
modified to meet Hackensack’s needs.  Most municipalities do have a hotel
and motel ordinance so you know what the rules are in advance.   

Alternate Side Parking Signs  –  We just  had one of  the  biggest  snow
storms since 1996 and needed to remind residents of this so there is a better
understanding of the rules and how this is enforced. Alternate side parking
signs are used for the following purposes:  street sweeping, emergency no
parking for road repairs, snow removal and plowing.  Alternate sides parking
signs are for certain hours so City workers have the ability to service the
roadway if needed.  The suspension of alternative side parking is not always
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beneficial  to  the  residents  because then we can not  properly  clean your
roadway  on  its  specified  day.   This  does  not  mean  every  roadway  is
guaranteed because vehicles could not be moved.  As a courtesy, the City
has arranged for additional parking at the Atlantic Street Garage and Shops
at  Riverside  during  snow  storms  when  two  inches  or  more  has  fallen.
Residents are urged to park in their driveway.   By parking in the street, your
roadway can not be plowed curb to curb.  We learned this again that this is a
reminder  that  residents  can  not  throw  snow  in  the  roadway  to  clean
sidewalks, cars, or driveways.  We get complaints all the time saying you
didn’t plow my street but we plowed it and then people cleaned their cars off
and it looks like we didn’t touch the street.  The City is doing the best we
can.  The two-foot snowstorm we had reminded us of that lesson. 

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Bridgette Rucker – Hackensack – Good Evening.  I want to address what Ted
was talking about with the streets being cleaned.  I  reached out to Ted’s
office and based upon the alternate parking from side to side and no one
coming around here to clean the street and then we get  a traffic officer
placing tickets on cars.  Where did you want us to go?  If you live in a single-
family home and have five cars, someone has to park on the street.  Our side
of the street is Thursday no parking and Monday side of the street is not
cleaned, where do we go?  It is the same thing with the garbage which is
picked up once per week and no one comes down.   No one came.  Your
secretary sent me an email saying someone came on Wednesday morning.  I
have the RING doorbell which is a video camera and no one came to pick up
garbage on Wednesday but that email stated that someone came to pick up
the garbage.  Answer the question about the snow, where are people going?
These are single family homes and there is more than one car going in a
driveway and if you have a large SUV or a large BMW and another car, that’s
not going to fit in the driveway so someone has to park on the street.  Where
are  people  going?   You  have  someone  coming  down  here  giving  tickets
which has never happened in the past.  I need that ticket or those tickets
that  were  written  on  that  day  on  the  4th after  that  snowstorm  need  to
disappear or be paid by the City.  No one in the street is going to pay those
tickets.   We have never had that  problem but  all  of  a sudden we got  a
problem. You need to answer where is the snow going to go?  Parking on one
side, we can’t move to the other side if you come down and clean the street.
You can’t go to the other side to park.  Mr. Labrosse, I sent the Manager 
pictures of the street and piles of snow and the mounds of snow at each
driveway and he chose not to answer because he knows that is wrong.  Then
we have the situation of the DPW Wednesday garbage pick up that they said
was  picked  up  but  was  never  picked  up.   I  have  the  camera  and  see
everything coming and going.  
02.09.21   4



Mayor Labrosse responded – The entire street of Stanley Place was never
picked up? Wednesday is your recycling day? 

Ms. Rucker responded – The entire street was never picked up.  I am in the
middle of the block.  We put out the garbage because you changed it to the
one day which is Wednesday but they never came on Wednesday.  They
never came for the garbage or the recycling and I sent Ted an email and his
secretary said DPW said someone came.  I told her that is a lie.  When I got
out there on Friday, with the complimentary pick up and I let everyone know
to put their garbage out, I asked the young man on the truck and he said oh
we were suspended.  Someone needs to get the story straight.   

City Manager responded – Let’s look at some factual  information here.  You
said the garbage was not picked up. The DPW picked it up on Friday, during
that week.  You do realize that I rely on the information that is supplied to
me.   The officers that enforce summonses, did you think I sent them out
there directly?   We had the biggest  storm since 1994.   There was snow
everywhere and the main responsibility was to clean up the best we could.
We had 38 plow trucks out.  The snow was piled all over the place.  I am
aware that the City does not have an ample supply of parking alternatives to
people so if a single family house has 5 vehicles, they had to anticipate that
was going to be a problem.   If you are parked illegally, legally the police
department has the ability to enforce vehicles that are parked improperly.
That’s the discretion of the police officer.  I can’t tell him not to write the
ticket or to write the ticket.  We did the best we could. Could it always be
improved? 100%.  We are trying to work with the residents but we can’t be
all things to all people especially with a storm this big.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Just circle back, is this the normal because we
usually ignore the street sweeping rules?  I  can’t see why we are writing
tickets during a major snowstorm.

City  Manager  responded  -  As  far  as  enforcement  and  tickets  and  street
sweeping  are  normally  relaxed  because  we  understand  the  hardship  it
makes for people.  There is no good solution.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – It is not a problem for just Stanley Place, it is a
problem for all the small streets, including my block.  Monday was a lot of
snow and obviously one side of my block is street sweeping on Monday and I
don’t ever recall people getting tickets.  I want to see what’s going on with
that.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Haven’t we made this available other
parking areas? If you have a fifth car that you can’t park on the street, you
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could temporarily park in one of these other locations.  It may be annoying to
have to park there but it may be less annoying than having to clean off your
car and try to shovel out and then not be able to move it. It is just an option.

Regina  DiPasqua  –  Hackensack  –  I  want  to  acknowledge  the  passing  of
Charles McAuliffe. He was a good man, may he rest in peace.  I  want to
speak about the City Attorney where he inserted himself in as a buffer for Mr.
Sims by referring to the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office complaint.  I don’t
believe it is in his job description to run interference for a Council member
who was not acting in his official capacity when the incident happened or
was he? Is it common for Hackensack elected officials use their position to
obtain  services  for  themselves  or  their  family  members  which  are  not
available to residents?   He used a City employee on City time for a personal
matter.   That may very well be an ethics violation and you are all aware of it
but everyone is silent on that.  It’s something the City Attorney should not
insert himself.  The attorney also stated that the costs were paid he paid by
Mr. Sims.  He paid $96.24 for two employees at one hour each.  No PPE, no
supplies.  It doesn’t take into account the cost of the loss of services of the
employee who was required to quarantine as a result of Mr. Sims reckless
behavior.  That cost is in the $3,000 range for the two weeks.  You are giving
this guy a pass and he doesn’t deserve a pass.  Many residents are outraged
by this.  The City attorney blew it off because it is less than $100 was paid by
Mr. Sims but there is more to it.  Thank you.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I couldn’t agree with you more.  As you know, I
work in health care and I see horrible things every day and I was not happy
with Mr. Sims’s actions.  He knows it. I have spoke to him personally about it.
I have nothing to do with the fine.  It is well known and is documented in the
paper, just because we didn’t scream it all  over, that he was there doing
personal  business.   We all  know that is  what happened.  No one here is
hiding that and no one is giving him a free pass.  We had members of the
public come and defend Dave Sims and I did not agree with many of the
comments and even found it offensive when someone said no harm, no foul.
It was a foul, like you just mentioned people had to quarantine during the
holidays and couldn’t be with their families and so forth and so on.  

Marasia Laster – Hackensack – I want to clarify the parking at the Atlantic
Street garage.  We are only allowed to park in the yellow spaces not the
white  in  the  Atlantic  street  garage  when  the  snow  is  removed.    The
restriction was only until 7am, is there any way we can push back to 9am for
when street parking comes on again? For street parking during the snow, are
meters relaxed as well because it is hard to tell where the lines are? 

City Manager responded - People pay a reserve fee for certain spots so when
we allow the parking in there we cannot override paying customers.  I don’t
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remember  offhand  what  time,  but  the  problem  is  once  they  start  the
cleanup, they need to get things cleaned out of the garage for the next shift
to park.  That belabors our ability to clean.   Depending where you park,
obviously, parking becomes a premium when you are trying to park by the
hospital  but  during  a  snow  storm  we  do  not  have  parking  enforcement
officers out at the parking meters because it is just not possible.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims.  Meeting
adjourned at 6:53 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on March 9, 2021.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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