
CITY OF HACKENSACK
MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2019

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, January 29, 2019.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the Deputy City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Councilman
Battaglia  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  were  in  attendance.  Deputy
Mayor Sims was absent. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg and Attorney Steven
Kleinman were present.  

Ms.  Saabye: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  

Presentation:  No  Suffer  Society  Animal  Rescue:   Jerry,
Representative from No Suffer Society - The No Suffer Society is a New Jersey
5013c committed to building an international coalition of animal shelters and
rescue groups as well as public and private academic and nonprofit partners
in  order  to  improve  the  lives  of  unadopted  animals.  Our  mission  is  to
modernize animal rescue operations, unite shelter facilities, and improve the
lives of unadopted pets all over the world.  Every international vision begins
with  strong  domestic  framework.   This  starts  with  the  innovation  center
where  local,  county,  and  state,  federal,  private  sector,  and  international
leaders can convene and collaborate on challenges affecting animal rescue.
NSS envisions the world rescue embassy as an anchor institution, consensus
chamber,  community  space,  research  and  training  facility  and  the
organization headquarters.  Dr. David Bikoff and his wife have granted us the
opportunity of opening the doors at their 146 Rt 17 South property in order
to showcase potential sponsors and donors a preliminary vision as we work
to  obtain  the  funds  needed to  purchase the  property.   You  can sign our
petition at nosuffer.org.  Thank you for your time.
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Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – Are you the first in the area? Are
you existing already? 

Jerry responded – We are the first non-profit organization to focus on building
a coalition on the international level.  We have been having conversations
with groups in Mexico and Israel so we can work towards a common goal.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – So you are looking to establish that in
this Route 17 building in Hackensack? Are you looking at using the entire
building? 

Jerry  responded  –  Yes.  I  see  Hackensack  as  a  great  source  with  great
proximity to other areas and areas for alignment with the city and state plan.
It’s a great place to unite for profit, nonprofit, philanthropic organizations,
academic  institutions  such  as  FDU  and  Bergen  Community  College  and
getting  them  involved  which  would  create  secondary  opportunities  for
economic development and awareness of the city initiatives.    We plan to
use the entire building and section each floor off depending what the needs
may be.  One month we may have school students touring with visualizations
and touch things.   The next  week we may be hosting rescue leaders  so
having  the  flexibility  would  be  ideal.   On  September  29,  2018 we  did  a
showcase and used 3 floors of the building with a variety of programming.
Three  of  the  floors  are  currently  empty  and  the  top  floor  is  housing  Dr.
Bikoff’s medical  practice.   The property is  currently on the market for $4
million.  

City Manager responded – It is valued at $4 million and the current taxes are
$162,000.

Jerry responded – I don’t know how that factors in with being a non-profit.  If
there are no taxes paid, we had a plan for reimbursing the town through
other ways.  We can allocate a certain amount of our budget back to the city
and make sure we meet that minimum every year.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am a big advocate for rescues.  There are so
many cats and dogs waiting to be adopted. I would like to set up another
meeting with your principals and two people from the Council.   I  think it
would bring some well-deserved attention to Hackensack if it were hosted
here but there are still questions that need to be answered.  

Amendment to Ordinance – Anderson Street Parking Meters:
This is an update for the parking meters on Anderson Street from Linden Ave
to Pangborn from 9AM to 6PM.  Do the Mayor and Council want to keep free
15-minute parking for 6 spots?
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Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – Those 6 spaces were there for the
convenience of the businesses.  We would need to enforce that 15 minutes.
Bill  Daley  said  he  wanted  to  be  consistent  and  if  there  are  meters  on
Anderson, he feels they should be everywhere.  Right now, it is a 2-hour limit
to  feed  the  meter.   Once  we  remove  the  2-hour  limit,  can  people  just
continue to put more and more money in it?  

Albert Dib responded – My reading of the ordinance was once the time was
expired, you have to move.  If that is a concern then we can tighten up the
ordinance but I think it is generally understood.  

City  Attorney responded –  There was a previous ordinance we passed to
update  various  areas  that  should  be  metered.   Anderson  Street  was  not
metered, it was just time limited parking.  We adopted Ordinance 44-2018 to
make Anderson Street a parking meter zone.  When they went to put in the
meters, they noticed Anderson Street also had language regarding time limit
parking.  The question was if we should wait to put the meters in until we
correct the ordinance and ensure that there is no conflict between the city
code.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We put the two-hour limit there for a
reason so people couldn’t park there all day and now we are changing that
and there  are no published time limits.   The only  thing you have is  the
meters and they are 90 minutes.  We don’t want people to park there all day
and feed the meter all day.  I just want to make sure we cover ourselves.

Councilman Battaglia responded – What about the people that live there and
need somewhere to park? Where are they going to park?  Those apartments
are old and don’t have their own parking lots.  There are about two or three
buildings there. 

Mayor Labrosse responded – They should not be parking there now.  It  is
always been a two hour limit.  

City Manager responded – The issue is enforcement.  Meters make it easier
because it is cut and dry.   It becomes difficult when the police department
has to go out and chalk the tires.  One meter says this, enforcement says
that and they have to mirror.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I agree with Bill.  Why should the deli get free
parking for 15 minutes and everyone else 100 yards down the street doesn’t.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – You can a quarter in for a half hour. I
asked Bill that.  That should not be a hardship if they are running in and out
of the store.   
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City Attorney responded – The way it works is our meters end at 6PM.  Right
now, it is 2 hours or 15 or 30 minutes depending where you are between
7AM and 7PM. Our meters are 9AM to 6PM.  After 6PM you can park there
without  limitation.  We  already  adopted  the  ordinance  to  make  Anderson
Street metered.  

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – For the first couple weeks we should
just put notes on the windshields rather than tickets until people get used to
it. So, the folks that live there can park overnight, they just need to move at
9AM.   

Albert Dib responded – I do know that my barber on Anderson Street has
been asking me about Anderson Street meters for a long time because he
thinks that they create turn around to bring in business.  Merchants welcome
turn around for business.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I say we put the meters up, bag them for a
grace period with a note saying these meters will become effective on such
and such date.  

Landscaping Ordinance Amendment: City Attorney – There were a
couple of issues that came up during the course of the introduction of this
ordinance.   In  section  8  there  was  a  reference  to  “such  activities”  that
Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  believed  was  not  clear  so  we  changed that  to
“noncommercial  landscaping  work.”   It  also  said  the  regulations  shall  be
effective on January 1, obviously because of the delay we made it March 1.
There was a reference to the noise ordinance in Section 895-9b.  There were
questions about how it  interacts with this ordinance. The noise ordinance
states  you  can  do  commercial  landscaping  work  between  8AM and  8PM
unless the work is less than the noise thresholds that the ordinance provides.
We  took  out  the  reference  to  the  noise  ordinance  and  stated  that  all
landscaping activities shall further comply with any applicable provisions of
the city code.  It is still my opinion that this is enforceable because this is
separate from the noise ordinance and this is a safety issue.  The reason we
are proposing moving landscaping work between September 1 and June 30th

to 8:30AM is because the kids are walking to school, it has nothing to do with
noise.  They still have to comply with the noise ordinance. Those are minor
changes so I don’t think it   requires re-advertising or not adopting.  If you
agree with these changes we can move forward with the adoption of this
ordinance tonight.  

MHLEO – Animal Cruelty Resolution:  Last time we discussed this
at a meeting we didn’t realize we needed to do an approving resolution so it
is listed again tonight so we can pass the resolution to establish the MHLEO.
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Nothing else has changed.  

Resolution  –  Approval  of  Towing  Companies:   This  is  not  a
procedural thing or a fee thing, this is just to identify the approved towing
contractors that will work for the city for 2019.  There are two that have been
omitted because they do not meet the criteria.  They received letters from
the City Manager explaining what their issues are.  If you don’t meet the
criteria, the rules are the rules.  We had a meeting with all the towers and
had them all in and reviewed the ordinance and reviewed the policy.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I have a question related to a particular towing
company, how much of a public street are they allowed to use to put cars
on?  They dismantle a car, it is missing a hood and fender and it sits there all
day on a public street. My concern is that it is one of the companies on this
list.

City Attorney responded – We will be making some technical changes to the
towing ordinance with respect to some fees and things like that.  I expect
you will see that at the next meeting.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – In our backup information is an email
that talks about the fee changes.  It looks like the snow towing is at a higher
rate and talking with my husband, the snow towing was always at a reduced
rate for  many reasons.   Usually  there is  a  much higher volume,  you are
coming in and towing a whole row of cars because of the snow.  They are not
just towing one, they are towing many cars so you can negotiate a reduced
rate for that so we don’t kill our residents by changing even more than they
would get charged for a normal tow.  We should talk to them about doing
something like that.  

City  Manager  responded  –  We  will  explain  this  when  we  propose  the
ordinance with the fee changes.  It is a flat rate because when you get into
snow they have to winch or shovel out the cars and that is all extra.  When
you add up the extras, that will not serve the public.  It took us time to agree
to this price that they will all charge. 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I agree it should be a flat rate but I
think we should use the volume issue and see if we can reduce it.  

2019 Risk Management Consultants Agreement & Resolution:
There was some discussion about this before.  The cost has not gone up.  We
did modification as far as coverage but no cost increase.  I would recommend
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your approval.  

Resolution  Authorizing  Participation  in  Bergen  County  Law
Enforcement Mutual Aid Plan & Rapid Deployment Force:  This is an
annual agreement.  Mutual aid agreements don’t need approval if they are
contiguous but this is county wide so we do this every year.  

2019 Safe & Secure Grant: This is for $60,000 which will offset the
salaries  of  one  police  officer  and  two  civilian  dispatchers  within  the
Hackensack Police Department.  This is for existing employees not new hires.
We were late in our 2018 filing and now we are ahead without 2019 filing.  

Intro  to  Ordinance –  Roll  Off Containers  & Dumpsters:   City
Attorney – These are roll off containers that have wheels.  You pick them up
with a truck and you put them on a city street for large dumping projects.  I
was advised last week that there was some concern regarding the sufficiency
of the existing city code as it came to dealing with problem roll-on/roll-off
dumpsters.   We  identified  a  model  ordinance  and  improved  upon  it  to
regulate these things to ensure if you want to put a roll-on/roll-off dumpster
on a city street you need to get the appropriate permit, pay the appropriate
fee and provide sufficient insurance and ensure that you take steps that the
city streets are not damaged, in the event of a snow storm that you allow us
to remove it.  Also, we are going to prohibit any other form of storage unit in
the municipal right of way like those PODs you see.  Once we have this in
place, we will  have a regulatory scheme that will  allow these to be to be
placed on streets in a safe and efficient manner.  It is a 14-day permit which
can be renewed at no cost.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

No one wished to speak.

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia. 

Council
Member

Intr
o

Secon
d Yes No

Abstai
n

Absen
t

Excuse
d

Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino X X  
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Deputy 
Mayor Sims

X
 

Battaglia X X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going Litigation – Parham v. Hackensack, Revi v.

Hackensack,Lewis  v.  Hackensack,
Candella/Terranova  v.  Hackensack,  Zisa  v.
Hackensack, Nunnermacker v. Hackensack

3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von  Rudenborg  and  seconded  by  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino.   Meeting
adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

Motion to adjourn COW meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino
and seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00
PM.
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APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on February 26, 2019.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
DEPUTY CITY CLERK
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	ATTEST: ____________________________

