
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, January 28, 2020.

 The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  6:05  p.m.  by  Deputy  Mayor
Canestrino and she asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino, Deputy Mayor Sims, Councilman
Battaglia, and Councilwoman Von Rudenborg. City Manager Ted Ehrenburg
and Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.  Mayor Labrosse and Deputy
City Clerk Allison Saabye were absent.     

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

Building  Department  –  Zoning  Fees  Increases:   At  a  recent
department head meeting I encouraged all departments to stay within the
scope of these fee schedules and do comparisons of other municipalities and
zoning came up short.  I would ask the Mayor and Council to approve this to
cover our operational costs.  I don’t know when the last time these fees were
updated but it appears it has been some time.  

Amendment  to  Massage  Ordinance:   The  massage  ordinance
change grandfathers in existing establishments which almost all meet this
criterion anyway.  

City  Attorney responded –  There was an incident  at  a  massage parlor  in
Hackensack  last  week.   In  2018  we  passed  a  comprehensive  ordinance
regulating the massage industry.  Some massage parlors have a reputation
for unsavory conduct so there were some issues that we thought required
some tweaking. The first is that the storefront has to be glass or some sort of
see through material so you could look in and see the check in station, also
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prohibiting door buzzers.  Getting rid of a buzzer is not a burdensome.  We
did  not  want  to  impose  an  impossible  regulatory  requirement  so  going
forward  massage  licensees  need  to  meet  these  requirements.    Any
legitimate  massage  therapist  should  be  more  than  comfortable  having  a
member of the public looking in.  

89 State Street- Removal from Abandoned Property List:   The
City has staff reviewing abandoned properties.  This resolution is to remove
89 State Street from the list to rehabilitate the property. 

City Attorney responded – 89 State Street is owned by the Salvation Army.
There was some sort of fire there and in 2008 the construction official put
the property on the abandoned property list which was filed with the Bergen
County Clerk and is  essentially  a cloud on the property.    Eventually the
property was cleared.  It is just a lot now with no structure and the property
is now a desirable piece of land for rehabilitation and the Salvation Army is
looking to sell  the property,  but it  comes up in a title  search and it  is  a
problem.  The best way to resolve this was to pass this resolution that says
the property is cleaned up and you can sell the property.  

Resolution  –  Fire  Department  Mutual  Aid  Agreement  with
Oradell:   This  is  a  yearly  agreement  to  allow  the  Hackensack  Fire
Department to back up Oradell  with water rescue if  called upon.   It  is  a
renewal of a long standing agreement.  

Staib  Park  Update:   Darmofalksi  Engineering  has  reviewed  and
commented on the Staib Park project and we are now ready to go out to bid.
We won’t know the numbers until we go out to bid on the project. This is only
the initial plan minus the dog park.  

Warren Street Meter Rate:  This was omitted on the ordinance that
changed the meter rates and now we are amending Warren Street to one
dollar.  

City Attorney responded – It is my understanding that this will go into effect
March 1 along with all the other meter increases.  

Painting  Curbs  Yellow  50  Feet  From  Every  Stop  Sign:   This
becomes a budgetary item.  We discuss how we can improve pedestrian
safety and vehicles that park near the stop sign are in violation and it is a
sight problem for other cars and pedestrians.  If the Council approves, we will
commence in painting all the curbs weather permitting.  We will start with
areas that we have concerns with.    

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – We should look into curbs that don’t
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have stop signs too because cars are squeezing in anywhere they can.  

Deputy  Mayor  Sims  responded  –  We  should  paint  driveway  curbs  too
because you can’t always see coming out of a driveway if a car is parked too
close. Something needs to be done about the driveways. 

Councilman Battaglia  responded – The priority  is  the areas that we know
have problems. 

 
TANAAC Update:  Deputy Mayor Canestrino – I am the representative

for the TANAAC Committee, and we had our last meeting on Wednesday.  We
have a noise monitor on Prospect Avenue and the statistics were put out at
our meeting and I have been looking at 78 to 82 decibel noise events.  I have
the whole years data now for 2019 and we are averaging about 73 events a
day in Hackensack which is a lot.  Hackensack is the worst of everyone, so
our residents have the right to make issue and continue to support the new
flight path.  We need to get the air traffic away from Prospect Avenue.  They
are still on target for the March date where they will be coming out with their
final announcement for pilots to fly.  We are asking people to log on and
leave a positive comment about the new path.  The City website has a link
on the homepage to get to their website where you can leave a comment.
Also, if  you see something say something and I ask you to register noise
complaints.  We had 483 complaints for 2019 and that is the best we have
ever done.  We used to be much less so I thank everyone who continues to
do that.  There is still uniqueness attached to this component.  If there are
1,000 complaints by the same 10 people it is not as important to the FAA as
1,000 complaints by 1,000 people.  Our 483 complaints were made by 309
individual complainers.  Our residents are certainly being proactive.  I am
going to ask for folks especially in the Prospect Avenue area, the FAA insists
that the planes never fly next to the buildings, always over.  I am asking
everyone if you see a plane flying next to the building, not over it, take a
picture and send it to the city so we can build our case to the FAA.  If you
take the picture, note the day and time so they can track the aircraft.  Let’s
hope we get this flight path soon.  

A  motion  to  open  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims  and
seconded by Councilman Battaglia.

Martin Smith – Hackensack – I  am a member of  the Condo Co Op Board
Traffic Safety and Street Lighting Committee.  Last month, I had a ride along
with  the  Traffic  Division.   At  the  end  of  the  drive  along,  I  noted  the
intersection of Prospect Avenue and Passaic specifically northbound traffic
there is  a problem with traffic where we have a merge point.   We have
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vehicles  parked  on  the  east  side  at  that  merge  point.  Our  committee  is
suggesting have the inside lane for Prospect Avenue and a dedicated left
turn lane with an arrow, and the right lane for a right turn lane.  This would
eliminate the merge point.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack – At the Council meeting August 21, 2018, the
Environmental Commission came up with an idea of building a pocket park
on American Legion Drive by the railroad.  It has been 17 months. Currently
the city maintains that strip of grass.  We cut it and maintain it.  Pocket parks
are our next project. We have been looking at areas where we can add more
green space.  Currently the City’s project is to add to the ROSI list which is
almost completed.  There have been rumors of looking into the development
of  that property on the Central  Avenue side of  the tracks over American
Legion to the high rise that is there.  That idea was 20 years ago and now
the rumor is that it is back on the table.  There is also an area between
Summit and Prospect, a wooded area and it is an eye sore.   Today I went to
Fort Lee for the CSO meeting.  The DPW Superintendent from Fort Lee was
there and I asked about what they do with the snow.  They have a snow
melter.  They like it.  They take the snow to the DPW yard and they melt it
and it goes down the drain.  Please look into it.  

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.     

Council
Member
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Von 
Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
Mayor 
Canestrino    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  –  Shariff,  DeFrease,

Nunnermacker, Salkin 
3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Councilwoman
Von Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at
8:00 PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  meeting  was  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00
PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on March 10, 2020.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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