
CITY OF HACKENSACK
     MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack was conducted as an Electronic Public Meeting in lieu of its in-
person  regular  Public  Meeting  previously  advertised  for  6:00  P.M.  at  the
Council Chambers at Hackensack City Hall.  This Electronic Public Meeting is
being  held  in  lieu  of  an  in-person  public  meeting  due  to  the  state  of
emergency arising from the current situation involving the COVID-19 Virus
and to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public. The meeting was
held on Tuesday, January 26, 2021.  

Members of the public were able to participate in the meeting by using the 
“Zoom” online meeting platform.  The on-line meeting was accessed using 
the following Internet link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85403817712?pwd=d0NRUVBUUHhybkVUWG1XMStsVDZZQT09

The meeting was also able to be accessed by entering Zoom meeting ID 
number 854 0381 7712meeting password 858723 or by telephone by dialing 
1-646-558-8656 and entering the meeting ID.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present: Mayor  Labrosse,  Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino,  Deputy  Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager Ted Ehrenburg and City Attorney Steven Kleinman were present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.       

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall.

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and recent regulations issued by
the State of New Jersey, the following procedures will be in effect for public
comment during this remote public meeting of the City Council.
 
The public  shall  have an opportunity  for  comment during the designated
public portion of this meeting.   The time period for public comment is limited
to three minutes for each speaker and no person may address the Council
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more than once, except for speaking during an advertised public hearing for
an ordinance.
 
At the time designated for public  comment,  the Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Council  will  recognize one speaker at a time.  That speaker
must identify himself or herself by full name and whether or not he or she
resides in Hackensack. No other member of the public is permitted to speak
unless recognized by the presiding officer, and other remote attendees may
be muted during that time if necessary to eliminate background noise.
 
Meeting attendees shall exhibit appropriate demeanor during this meeting,
as required by Section 37-15 of the City Code.   In the event any member of
the public becomes disruptive at any time, that individual may be muted by
the presiding officer and will  receive a warning that  continued disruption
may result in being prevented from speaking or removed from the meeting
entirely. 
 
The Zoom meeting platform has a texting function, however, this is to be
used only  for  the purpose of  advising the City’s  IT  staff of  any technical
concerns or issues.  

The public may also submit written public comments to be audibly read into
the record by the City Clerk during the public portion of any remote public
meeting of the City Council.  Comments can be submitted by regular mail or
by e-mail to  asaabye@hackensack.org.  Comments received less than five
hours before the start of a meeting may be carried to the next meeting.  Any
person who actually speaks during the public comment portion of a remote
public meeting may not also have a comment read into the record.  The City
Clerk  will  stop reading a  written  comment  into  the public  record  once it
reaches the three (3)  minute  limit.   Duplicate  written  comments  may be
summarized and noted for the record in a consistent manner.

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:   
  

Intro to Ordinance – Lot D:  Apparently there are some issues of an
overlapping  ownership  for  the  property  at  Block  315  Lot  21  and  this
ordinance will clarify that. It will define the terms so there is no issue moving
forward.  

Resolution –  Bergen County  Mutual  Aid /  Rapid Deployment:
This agreement we do every year.  It basically is to provide preparedness
against any kind of emergency.  
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Passaic-Bergen-Hudson  Transit  Project  –  Virtual  Public
Outreach:  This is a walk about where they are trying to find possible future
development and ways for NJ Transit to better serve residents.  They were
looking for virtual public outreach.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I have been to several of those meetings and I
am a big supporter of this line. 

Columbus  Park  –  Volleyball  Court:  Initially,  there  were  some
discussions of putting tennis courts among the volleyball courts at Columbus
Park.  We have a new tennis court at Carver Park.  We have tennis courts at
Johnson Park.  The issue is we would have two playing fields for these courts
for  volleyball  and  we  would  have  to  change the  netting  and  because of
maintenance and vandalism, it could be a problem.  Anytime there was a
different schedule we would have to change the nets, put them up and take
them down.  Hopefully the support from the Council is we will just stick to
volleyball courts at Columbus Park.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – Okay. 

Resolution – Municipal  Housing Liaison – Albert Dib:  I  have a
recommendation  from  myself  to  put  Albert  Dib,  the  Director  of
Redevelopment  as  the  municipal  housing  liaison.   I  will  need  to  have  a
discussion on what the stipend would be for him to fulfill that role.  

City Attorney responded – I can speak to this a little bit.  This is part of the
package of materials that we have to adopt to further our affordable housing
settlement.  The Council is committed to this settlement with Fair Share and
increasing housing opportunities.  The position of Municipal Housing Liaison
actually helps when we are at the point when we have units to market and at
that point they will serve as the person who will help ensure people who are
looking  for  affordable  housing  are  aware  of  opportunities  in  Hackensack.
This is a good thing.  There will be a point when we adopt an administrative
agent who will handle most of the work.  Al will be the liaison to the City and
the administrative agent.  This is nothing like a full-time job or anything, but
we have to have it in place as part of the affordable housing efforts.  

A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Richard Salkin – Hackensack – How come the video of last meeting was not
posted to the website?  It  was on YouTube not  it  did not make it  to the
website.  

Frank Borelli responded – I believe it was posted.  I will look into it.  I am the
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one who posts the videos.  I will double check. 

Mr.  Salkin  responded  -  Any  progress  on  the  pedestrian  crosswalk  on
Prospect? 

Mayor Labrosse responded – I was out there today.  I  will  speak with the
Manager this week.  

Mr. Salkin responded – I want to ask these questions. Mr. Sims, a lot has
been said and written, did you knowingly bring someone into City Hall that
was COVID positive?  

City Attorney responded – Why don’t you finish your comments and I will
respond on behalf.   

Mr. Salkin responded – I don’t want you to answer.  You can’t give him legal
advice because that is individual counseling.

City Attorney responded – Mr. Sims can choose not to.  

Mr. Salkin responded – Would you like to respond Mr. Sims?

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – I defer to Counsel.  

Mr. Salkin responded – Counsel can’t answer that for you.  He wasn’t there.
One of the greatest incidents of Dave Sims that I left out at the last meeting.
Do  you  remember  when  Mike  Mordaga  was  in  charge  of  the  police
department and he did one of  those drug raids which picked up a lot  of
people on the same day?  What was most important to you, David, was to
say I heard someone called me a snitch and they won’t say it to my face.
Cracking down on drug dealers is a good thing for a government to do, not
being a snitch was the most important thing to you.  I don’t know what your
value system is but it is screwed up and you need to leave office.

City  Attorney  responded  –  A  couple  things  just  to  make  clear  as  to  my
recommendation on how this is handled.  In response to a question at the
last meeting that Mr. Salkin raised, Mr. Sims reimbursed the City for cost.
We are aware that a member of the public has made a complaint to Bergen
County Prosecutor’s Office about this incident.  At this point, the City has not
been contacted about what if anything is being done about it.   Given those
circumstances, I have advised Mr. Sims that it is not in his best interest to
address this matter publicly unless we know what if anything, they are going
to do about it.  It is not that Mr. Sims is not willing to. My advice is, given that
someone has made a complaint, that we should wait until the matter is fully
addressed.
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Mr. Salkin responded - So you took it upon yourself to give him individual
advice on a potential criminal matter.  You need to learn ethics.  

A motion to close to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.   

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  and  Executive  Session  meetings  was  offered  by
Deputy Mayor Canestrino and seconded by Councilwoman Von Rudenborg.
Meeting adjourned at 6:24 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on February 23, 2021.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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