
CITY OF HACKENSACK
        MINUTES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020

    The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of the City Council of the City of
Hackensack  was  held  at  City  Hall,  65  Central  Avenue,  Hackensack,  New
Jersey, on Tuesday, January 14, 2020.

 The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Mayor Labrosse and
he asked the City Clerk to call the roll.

Present:  Mayor Labrosse, Deputy Mayor Canestrino,  Deputy Mayor
Sims,  Councilman  Battaglia,  and  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.  City
Manager  Ted  Ehrenburg  and  Attorney  Steven  Kleinman  were  present.
Deputy City Clerk Allison Saabye was present.   

Ms.  Karlsson: “In  accordance  with  the  Open  Public  Meetings  Act,
Chapter 231, Laws of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided by
sending a notice to The Record and the Star-Ledger and by posting a copy on
the Bulletin Board in City Hall."

Flag Salute 

Manager’s Report:  
  

F.A.A. Update:   Deputy Mayor Canestrino - Looking at our alternate
flight plan, there was a meeting on January 8, 2020 which I attended and
basically it was them taking you through the entire process to determine if
the flight path was feasible.  The good news is their recommendation is that
it is feasible.  As far as noise goes, it was a net positive gain.  There was a
net decrease of 2,100 people that would lower out of the group of 60 – 65
decibels.  The study proved that on top of providing safety and additional
benefits to folks in the current flight path but it also shows the noise will be
better for folks in the current path and in the new path.  We have posted on
our website but there is a button on their website to submit comments and
you can comment on the study.   They asked me if  we could  rally  some
together and get some positive comments from Hackensack.  I am asking
everyone in the City that feels positively about it to comment.  I am hoping
that we get a lot of support.  The time period to comment ends January 30.  I
thank everyone who supported this initiative through the last few years.  This
is still on track for the end of March.  
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Off Grid  Wind/Solar  Powered  Lights:   This  was  bought  to  our
attention from Councilwoman Von Rudenborg and it  is  a wind turbine for
lighting so no electricity lines have to be run.  Is this something you want
these folks to come and give a demonstration? Is there any interest? 

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I think we should learn more about it
especially because it can save taxpayment money.  I think we should notify
the Board of Education too. It could be a great learning experience.  

Councilwoman Von Rudenborg responded – I visited Woodcliff Lake’s Middle
School where they have it and it is a learning opportunity for the kids.  

Amendment  to  Fire  Department  Fee  Schedule:   The  fire
department fee schedule has not been updated since 2015.   We are not
looking to overcharge people but we are trying to maintain our operational
cause to cover these fees.  There are recommended changes and there is an
explanation of the increases.   My encouragement is that we don’t wait five
years.  I would like to see this on a regular rotation.  I would be making this
recommendation and approving the proposed 2020 rate increases.  

City of Hackensack Plastic Bag Ordinance:  We have neighboring
communities that have completely eliminated plastic bags in all stores.  It is
either paper or those tote bags.   Some of the municipalities are Glen Rock,
Hoboken, Teaneck, and Paramus.  This would be a citywide change for all of
our stores.    I think this trend is headed in our direction.  This is only for
discussion tonight but we need to take this under serious consideration.  

Resolution – Mutual Aid & Deployment Force:  This is the annual
agreement we do every year for the City of Hackensack and the agencies
that we share resources with for the police department.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am in favor of mutual aid and helping other
towns but there is a cost and I am curious why the cost isn’t shared with the
towns that we share our aid with.  For instance, if we have a large fire in a
neighboring town, we have a paid department and they don’t.  We respond
with all our equipment and the Hackensack taxpayer is on the hook for every
penny of that.  If a fireman gets injured, you could be looking at hundreds of
thousands of dollars in worker’s compensation costs and that is a burden on
us.   My concern  is  for  the  taxpayers  themselves  and I  think  the  burden
should be shared by the communities.  We need to look into that.  

Ordinance  Amendment  –  170-6  General  Parking  Regulations:
We are going to fix the ordinance so no person shall park any vehicles on the
sidewalks.  
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City Attorney responded – The ordinance specifically adds to general parking
regulations that you are not allowed to park a vehicle on a sidewalk or a
driveway occupying a sidewalk impeding the progress of pedestrians.  Even
though in  the city  code there is  a  provision  that  talks  about  all  sorts  of
vehicles,  carts,  horses,  etc.   because  this  is  in  the  vehicles  and  traffic
section, it will be easier for our enforcement personnel to write tickets.  This
was recommended by the Constable after discussion with the Court.  This is
just a more effective way of enforcing it.  It makes it easier for them to cite
people when it comes to the court system. It is already prohibited; we are
just adding it into another section of the code.  

Bee Keepers / Bee City:  There is one municipality in the state that
is a Bee City.  In May of 2018 Sherhi Tosuni came and spoke at the COW
meeting regarding beekeeping regulations.  I think the attempt was to have
this discussion again.

Sheri Tosuni – Shade Tree Committee, Hackensack High School teacher and
Bee  Keepers  Club  Advisor  –  We  want  to  emphasize  the  importance  of
pollinators and why the City should become a Bee City.  This is important to
the kids too.  

Caitlin  –  High  School  Bee  Keeping  Club  –  We  need  to  preserve  the
environment for future generations.  Bees help us a lot.  

Andres – High School Bee Keeping Club – Since I was a young kid, I always
loved plants and animals.  As I learned more about it, I learned that it is like
having its own ecosystem.  90% of the world’s flowering plants depend on
pollinators to reproduce and bees are one of the best pollinators in the world.
They are moving towards becoming extinct because of humans and if we as
a community can make a dent in helping the world to have more pollinators,
we  can  make  a  big  change.  Having  bees  in  the  community  will  have  a
positive change in our environment.  

Mr. Tosuni responded – Just to add, one in three bites of the food we eat is
due directly to pollinators.  We are in danger of losing them and there is a lot
more than just the honeybee which we are familiar with.  There are over
2,000 different species of bees.  We should be reducing the use of certain
pesticides that are harmful to them and that’s the foundation of where this
resolution comes from, Bee City USA.  They have a website where they lay
these directions out much more clearly.  The idea is to build habitats with
mostly native species, provide diverse pollinator food sources, use pesticide
free materials, not to treat seeds with neonicotinoids which penetrate the
entire plant and remain active in the woody plants which is one of the many
reasons we are seeing such losses of bees.  Becoming a Bee City sends a
message to the citizens of Hackensack that you care about the quality of life
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in the city.  Ridgewood is the only other Bee City.  Thank you.

Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg  responded –  It  is  a  great  idea.   We have
floated the idea around last  year and it  has come up at some meetings.
People don’t realize how important bees are.  It is a huge part of the ecology.
Kids have an interest in it.  There is an area at Liberty Science Center for it.
Anything that can enlighten and educate the kids will fit right in.

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  We  can  ask  the  Environmental
Commission for ideas.  Incorporating it with the garden will make sense and
maybe we can partner with the schools so the children have hands on is
even better.

Deputy Mayor Sims responded – I am all for the bee community.  We should
look into being the second one.  Having the bees pollinate the garden would
be a great thing.  I think we need to not sit on this and wait and hopefully by
the beginning of spring we can be designated as the second bee community
in NJ.  I don’t know if you need help filling out the paperwork, I sure the city
will not sit on this.  I think it would be great.

Mayor Labrosse responded – I would love to be a Bee City.  My sister in law is
a bee keeper, I have two coworkers who are bee keepers.  We have beehives
at the hospital.   I  think it is a great opportunity,  it is a great educational
opportunity.   A  city  bee  hive  would  be  great.   We  should  also  allow
beekeeping throughout the city in backyards.  It is a great thing.  I am in
favor  of  it  and  Jackie  can  call  Ridgewood  tomorrow  and  see  about  the
process so we can become number two.

City Manager responded – We have a sample resolution so I don’t think it will
take much to make this  happen.  We will  have a resolution for  the next
meeting.    

Immunizations  for  School  Aged  Children:   Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg – This did not pass today at the State level in the Senate.  I know
there are mixed feelings about this.  It has been in the news that New Jersey
wants to pass not having any exemptions to vaccinations in the schools.  I
have mixed feelings.  My children were vaccinated but I was able to tailor it
to how I wanted to.  I didn’t see a need for a 1 day old to have a Hepatitis B
vaccine.  I did not think it was appropriate to give a child five vaccinations at
once.   I  was  able  to  spread it  out  and give  it  to  them when they were
healthy.  I didn’t think their bodies could handle it.  I know many parents that
feel that immunizations have caused harm to their children.  I think it should
be a parent’s right on how they want to vaccinate their children.  Some of
the criteria in this bill was very stringent where it did not give parents leeway
in what they think the best medical care is for their children and it goes back
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to how long things are around.  The HPV vaccination just came out and that
is a mandatory vaccination.  I don’t know if there is enough research on the
vaccine.  I think as a parent I have a right to say if I want my child vaccinated
against HPV or not.  It  used to be that the doctors would give antibiotics
anytime your child was sick, now research says to wait so it doesn’t build up
a resistance.  It is a slippery slope.  I think the bill takes away a lot of rights
from parents on how they want medical needs for their children.

Deputy Mayor Canestrino responded – I can also see both sides.  I hate to
see government as big brother and say this is how we have to do it.  I am
torn  about  bringing  things  into  schools  that  may  cause  harm  to  other
children so I guess I am staying neutral.

City Attorney responded – There were developments in Trenton today in the
lame  duck  session  where  things  get  rushed  through  in  the  final  day,
controversial things, because there will be a new legislature coming in.     It
is my understanding that the bill which would make it more difficult to obtain
exemptions, they thought there was enough support but there wasn’t.  I am
sure it will be re-introduced at some point.  If it didn’t pass this time around,
something will have to change.  

Councilman Battaglia responded – It should be up to the parent.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – I am torn on this.  When we got married and
had children, one of our friends also had a child who was vaccinated for the
MMR and the child sustained major brain damage.  I challenge some of these
law makers, there has to be a balance between what government can tell us
we can do with our children and I agree that certain immunizations may be
necessary, but to just pump them with all different chemicals because they
can, I don’t agree with that. There has to be a balance between parents and
government and what we do with our children.  There has to be reasonable
restraints.  I have seen firsthand what a bad vaccination can do to someone.

Ordinance  Amendment  –  Resident  Parking  Stickers  on
Thompson  Street:   Three  other  streets  will  be  considered  Hamilton,
Vanderbeck,  and  Franklin.   Anderson  and  Claredon  will  be  added  at  the
January 28th meeting so we have time to properly notify the residents.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – People need to understand this isn’t about the
city making $5, it is $5 forever.  The ordinance has always been $5.  We try
to help and keep people from abusing parking in the area.  I don’t care how
many residential  parking  areas  are  in  place,  if  it  isn’t  enforced,  you  are
wasting your time.  We need to make sure it is enforced.  Maybe you need to
put another parking guy on that goes around to take care of the residential
parking, something needs to be done.  
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A motion to open to the public was offered by Deputy Mayor Canestrino and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Sims.

Loreli Kuran – Hackensack – I am here to talk about the FAA because it is a
positive thing.  I think the problem is the document is so big that people are
not going to be able to understand it.  It is a positive thing since we have had
so many negative things go on here.  Is there some way to put out a vote yes
or have a reverse 9-1-1 to tell people this is a good thing?  I don’t know if
Ridgewood or any north town will be negatively impacted.  

Deputy  Mayor  Canestrino  responded  –  It  will  not  really  impact  them.
Mahwah was concerned even though it is at 3,000 feet.  In case they get
some negatives, it would be nice to have more positives.  We have handed
out these flyers which ask if you are in favor.  Maybe we can have Jackie
come up with some wording to let people know.  

Ms. Kuran continued – About the plastic bag ordinance, there was an email
that came to us from ANJEC that said there is 106 towns now in the state
which have passed the ordinance.  Gary said he forwarded the email to you.
We submitted an ordinance to you which was modeled from the ANJEC one
for  the  Council’s  approval.   We  should  get  on  the  bandwagon.   Local
ordinances will begin to solve the plastic bag problem in the community.  My
encouragement is that we look into passing it.  We did talk about putting
bees in the community garden.  We would love to have bees there.  Thank
you.

Regina DiPasqua – Hackensack – When you bought up the wind turbine, you
reminded me that two weeks ago one fell in New York City and the wind
knocked it over.  It fell on a car and it was a bad thing.  I don’t know if there
are  permits  for  it  or  if  it  was  done  properly.   As  far  as  the  plastic  bag
ordinance, the State was stumbling in that direction but we should get on
board.  Once the state does it, we will be ready.  One other thing is the most
asked question on Hackensack Facebook groups is about recycling and when
garbage gets picked up.  I have something for you, there was an article on a
town in South Jersey that uses the Recycle Coach app.  The state bought this
app and every  community  can use  it.   We are  already in  it!  This  is  my
schedule for this week.  It is called Recycle Coach.  You put in your address
and mine is correct and it tells you what is going to be picked up.  It is a
great thing if you can advertise it and get it out there.  The night before it
even sends me a notification.  We have it and it  costs us nothing.  If you
advertise it, it would be great.  

Louis Decepola – Hackensack – Just a comment on the plastic bag ordinance,
I thank you for considering it and thank you to Loreli for spearheading this. It
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is growing.  Paramus enacted it as of January 1. There is a State and an
Assembly  bill  and the  Senate  version  has  already passed.    I  think  it  is
inevitable.  All the municipalities on the list have plastic bag bans but some
also included polystyrene and single use plastic straws.  The State level will
prohibit them as well.  That is something you may want to consider.  Those
items are all over the place just as much as plastic bags.  I am glad to see
the bees on the agenda.  That is something we have spoken about at the
Environmental Commission.  I think another thing we need a lot more of is
native plants in the City.  I saw a monarch butterfly at Johnson Park and it
was looking for a place and there were no plants.  Pedra recently presented
a proposal for a serenity park in Staib Park and that is something that would
increase our native plants in the area.  There is a lot of grass and exotic
plants  around  town  but  not  a  lot  of  native  ones.   That  is  something  to
consider.  

Venus Nelson – Chairwoman, Rent Stabilization Board – I just wanted to push
forward on two things.  Last year the Board began working on the ordinance
but there was one line in particular that we wanted to push and that is to put
the line in the ordinance to match the city statute.  I know the board attorney
sat  with  the  city  attorney but  we have not  heard anything  back.   I  also
wanted  to  see  if  we  could  get  more  people  to  attend  the  Rent  Board
meetings because I  know a lot  of  people have a lot  of  thoughts  on new
buildings.  I think it would be nice for more people to attend and see what’s
going on with other boards.  We try to meet as often as possible now that we
have a substantial group of full members.  

City Attorney responded – If you are around for a few minutes, I will speak to
you when we break.  

Martin Smith – Hackensack – I  am a member of the Condo Co op Board,
Chairman of the traffic safety committee and streetlight committee.  At the
October 2019 meeting, I bought to your attention that the Condo Board had
requested  the  Council  to  contact  PSEG  about  improving  the  lights  on
Prospect  Avenue.   Mr.  Ehrenburg  responded  saying  he  was  not  in  the
position of city manager at the time and did not know if it had been done.
He said he would check into it so I was wondering if you have looked into
that. At that same meeting, I bought to your attention the intersection of
Central Avenue and Second Street where the church is located.  On Central
Avenue there are two designated crosswalks and two stations.  On Second
Street there are none.  I  asked Mr. Ehrenburg why and he said he would
check into that as well.  I want to thank him for making arrangements for me
to do a ride along with Lt. Natale of the Traffic Department.   We drove on
Prospect and Summit and I pointed out areas of interest as far as designated
crosswalks.  At the end of the ride along he said he would have to bring in an
engineering firm to make a survey and from my prospective I don’t think we
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have to use taxpayer money at hundreds of dollars an hour to tell us how
many  pedestrians  cross,  how  many  cars  go  up  and  down,  how  many
ambulances, fire trucks, busses, UPS and Fed Ex trucks.  We all know that
Prospect is a very busy street and there is very little protection except for
intersections with traffic lights.  In October of 2018 when I first bought this
up,  so  far  nothing  has  been  done.   The  only  intersections  with  new
designated crosswalks are areas where new construction has taken place
such as Salem and Main where a new apartment building went up.  Salem
and State Street which was converted to a two-way street.  I can show you
articles  about  the proliferation  of  pedestrian  accidents  that  are occurring
throughout Bergen County.  Two men were hit in Teaneck, one killed and one
is in a coma, and the reason for it was up until 1971 the street where they
were hit had a speed limit of 25 mph then someone raised it to 35 mph.
After  this  accident,  now they  are  reducing  the  speed  limit.   That  is  not
proactive, that is reactive.  There are too many people being hit by cars so
we have to have protected intersections for our residents and visitors.  

City  Manager  responded  –  Mr.  Battaglia  and  myself  and  the  police
department met with PSEG to discuss lighting.  We have dark spots all over
the city and I have asked the police to provide me with a list.  All of the
accidents that have occurred that were pedestrian related, I now have them
collating them so there is an overlay so we can see if there is a location
where it happens multiple times.  There is grant funding from PSEG but it is a
limited resource and it is on a needs basis.  The city of Hackensack has a
pedestrian  issue  as  far  as  accidents.  Enforcement  is  a  key  component.
Hackensack has a pedestrian issue as far as access.  Enforcement is a key
component so people cross wherever they want to and jaywalk, they put a
black sweatshirt on and their earbuds.  I  ride with one foot on the brake
because this goes on every day.  The pedestrians think that they have an
immunity  when they walk in front  of  a car.   You are only protected in a
crosswalk when you follow the traffic signals.  These people think you are
just going to stop for them. I  share your concerns but the education and
enforcement  have  to  come  together.   I  am  working  with  the  police
department.  The other conversation is why we don’t have the crosswalks
yet.  We currently have an intersection where we had a handicapped parking
spot  by  the  ECDC School.   By  taking  out  the  handicapped spot,  we  are
putting a crosswalk.  The cost of just putting a curb on one side of the street
was $6,500.  So we are talking about $12,000 to $15,000 per crosswalk.
Those things have to be included in the budget.  We will start to go through
the 2020 budget and identify these.  If you want to put it yellow curbs, we
would run out of paint because it is expensive.  I am not trying to undermine
what you say but resources need to be managed because we are talking
about a lot of money.  

Mayor Labrosse responded – You can’t just have a crosswalk going to a curb,
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you have the have an ADA compatible ramp.  We are getting it done but it
does take some time.  

Gary Terzano – Hackensack Environmental Commission – I sent everyone an
email yesterday from ANJEC about the plastic bag ordinance and today there
were articles in The Record about how close it came to being passed at the
Statehouse.  It got tied up and didn’t get into the assembly.  It will come to
pass, we are halfway there already.  It would be wise to get on board ahead
of time.  We are the county seat.  As far as the budget, we are asking for a
line item for the Environmental Commission.  Some other towns as well as
schools have some type of a trust underneath the umbrella of recreation, I
don’t understand the process but it would help defer some of the cost if we
could get donations. As far as the bees, we can be number one because
Ridgewood is a village and we are a city.  

Jim Mangin – Hackensack – This is the portion of the meeting where residents
get  up  and  speak  and  give  their  name  and  address.   Jim  Mangin,  245
Prospect  Avenue, I  have been a Hackensack resident  now for  about  nine
days.  I have been talking about buying a condo here for 5 years now and
been talking about making Hackensack attractive to investors.  I apologize
because I have not made my complaint to the FAA yet.  I was sitting poolside
reading a book on Saturday around 3 PM and I was clocking them every 9
minutes.  I will be filing my complaint with the FAA as well.

Neil Camillon – Hackensack – I want to thank Leo first where we play soccer.
Thank you for approving that the senior citizens can play soccer.  I want to
say that I go around to different locations and what is going to come next for
the city.  You are building all these beautiful paces but what about brining
the people in here during the daytime.  I have been around, I used to come
from Hoboken in the 60s to Hackensack which was the place to be and now
Hoboken is the place to be.  I am also familiar with New York City and Hell’s
Kitchen.  It was scary in the 80s, we bought a building then and we are still
there but the neighborhood changed so much.  Now it is restaurants, cafes,
people are walking and hanging around.  I was in Asotia the other day where
we used to play soccer and it was a dead-end street and now they built it up
and have beautiful  restaurants  and people come and stay.   Women with
children, singles, young, old, everyone comes there.  This is what we have to
build here.  

No one else wished to speak.

A  motion  to  close  to  the  public  was  offered  by  Deputy  Mayor  Sims and
seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.   
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Rudenborg X  
Deputy 
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Canestrino X    X  
Deputy 
Mayor Sims X X  

Battaglia X  
Mayor 
Labrosse X  

CITY OF HACKENSACK

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN EXECUTIVE MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack deem it
necessary to discuss certain actions under Section 7b7 & 7b8 of the Open
Public Meetings Act which pertains to matters falling within attorney-client
privilege,  on-going  litigation  and  personnel  matters  concerning  the
employment of a current or prospective public employee(s).

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack is of the
opinion that such circumstances may presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to discuss the following issues:

1. Personnel Matters 
2. On-going  Litigation  – Underwood  Properties  v.

Hackensack,  Salkin  v.  Hackensack,  Lorenzo Lett
(Worker’s  Compensation),  Summit  Church  v.
Hackensack

3. Matters involving attorney/client privilege 
4. Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of

real property 
5. Any  pending  or  anticipated  litigation  or  contract

negotiations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of
the City of Hackensack deem it necessary to exclude the public from this
discussion.  The outcome of the discussion will be disclosed within 90 days or
at such time as the interests of the City do not require confidentiality.
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Motion to adjourn Executive Session meeting was offered by Deputy Mayor
Canestrino  and  seconded  by  Councilwoman  Von  Rudenborg.   Meeting
adjourned at 8:09 PM. 

Motion  to  adjourn  COW  meeting  was  offered  by  Councilwoman  Von
Rudenborg and seconded by Deputy Mayor Canestrino.  Meeting adjourned
at 8:09 PM.

APPROVED by the Mayor and Council on February 25, 2020.

ATTEST:  ____________________________
CITY CLERK DEBORAH KARLSSON, R.M.C
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